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2 'MiscELLANnNY LETTERS. 


flouriſh only among a proſperous, happy, free, and 
| Independent People. I might ſupport this Aſſer- 
tion by innumerable Inſtances out of ancient and 
modern Hiſtory, if the contracted Compaſs of a 
Letter would permit it; but it will be ſufficient in 
his Place to mention the Reign of King CHARLES 
he Second, whoſe Refloration to his Natural 
Rights, reſtored to this Nation its ancient Freedom, 
which had been ſuppreſſed for many Years by demo- 
eratical Confufion and Tyrannical Uſurpation. In 
this moſt happy Reign the Exgliß not only excell'd 
all other Nations in the World, but alſo themſelves 
in all other Reigns: If then any Man fhall ask 
why the Engl; Wit and Learning was at its high- 
eſt Pitch at that Time, he may readily be anſwer d, 
becauſe. the Engliß Freedom and Proſperity Was 
then at its greateſt Height. 8 
That Ireland has produced ſome. of the moſt lear- 
ned and witty Men, both of the laſt and the pre- 
ſent Age, will not be denied by any one who has 
the leaſt Knowledge of Letters; yet does not this 
by any Means deſtroy the Force of what I have 
maintained in the precceding Paragraph. A dozen, 
a ſcore, perhaps a hundred Men, may by an un- 
common Greatneſs of Soul, by an extraordinary 
Force of Genius, break thro' the thick Clouds of 
Difficulties which ſurrour d them, and ſhine, ſpire 
of all Oppoſition, wiłh a. diſtinguiſhed Luſtre; yet is 
not this contrary to the ordinary Courſe of Things, 
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_ MrsceLLAny LETTERS: 3 
lutely one of the . beſt. Citizens in the Common- 


| wealth, yet ſuch is the prevailing Folly of Man- 


any Man of Letters can apply himſelf. to; There- 


| fore nothing but Neceſſity can compel any Man ca- 
pan to execute it; in a tolerable; Manner, to em- 


race this Kind of Life. Now in Treland this En- 5 
couragement. is utterly wanting; there are no en- 
dowed Schools, which make Proviſion for their 
Scholars at the Uni verſity, and thereby draw to 


q | them People of ſmall Fortunes. Men of the firſt 
Kank generally reſide in England, and of thoſe few 


who do not, the greateſt Part are fond of a private 


Education, rather our of State than any other Con- 


ſideration; little Maſter's; Governor being reputed 
as neceſſary a Picce of Furniture in a great Family, 


as the Chaplain: To this Office ſome poor Fellow, 
ſcarce fit to go to School, is generally elected, for 


theſe important Reaſons; that he will ſubmit the 


Diſcipline of his Pupil to my Lady's Directions, and 
take up with the ſcandalous Allowance of twenty 
or thirty Pounds a Near: But & French Tutor is as 

much more faſhionable in a Family, as a Negro or 
another Foreigner, is 4 genteeler Livery-Seryant 


than one of our rough he wn Iſlanders; from one of 


theſe ſhallow; Monfieurs (ſome of which I have 


known..ſacceſhively Valet de Chambre and Tutor) 
we muſt not expect that the Hopes of the Houſe 
ſhall acquire an early Taſte of the Elegancies of the 
Claſſicks, be overſtock d with (Greek and Latin, be 
taught to admire. the Beauty of our Civil Conſtitu- 
tion, or the Purity, exact Diſcipline, and rational 
Diſpoſii ion of all the Parts of our excellent Church, 
a Church truly Primitive ! truly Apoſtolical! No, he 
all be taught to turn out his Toes, hold up his 
Head, jabber French, kalle per: ly, prate modiſhly, 
(that is obſcenely) and if he has any Notions of 
Religion and Government drove inte him, they ſhall 


ſure to be ſuch, as are impious and execrable, as 


they are fly and ridienlonn s. 
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4 MISCELLANY" LETT ERS. 
By this Time, I may reaſonably hope it will not 
be thought ſtrayge that in an Age in which ſo few 
People are poſſeſs d with a publick Spirit, Men of 
Capacity ſhould not think it worth while, to ac- 
cept the painful Office of teaching the Children cf 
Artizans ard Farmers for a low Hire 7 
Let us now attend our Boys from the little Schools 
and Tutor's Chambers: to the Univerſity we per- 
ceive they have brought no great Quantity of Lear- 
ing hither, let us ſee then how they improve 
their liitle Stock. The Generaliry of your Men of 
Fortune neglecting to qualify themſelves for Buſi- 
neſs, find themſelves reduced either to be Town- 
Beaus, Country- Squires, or Soldiers. Now what 
bas a Man to do to trouble bis Head with; Learning, 
in any one of theſe Methods of Liſmwweeae. 
As for thoſe whoſe Circumſtances oblige them to 
prrſue other Meaſures, we find them conſtrai ned in 


84 Man. Now this Evil might wa ee reme- 
, 1 4 


rate Ele.” $54: 390 1 | 
Upon ſecond Thoughts, I am apt to believe it 
might be prejudicial to theſe Lads to have their 
Heads ſtuffed with learred' Lumber. For do you 
think the Ladies could be favourably difpoſed: to- 
'wards a dull learned Rogue? Don't tliey know: that 
Study waſtes rhe Spirits, impairs the Vigour, and 
Tefines the Underſtanding, till it dulls the:Serics? 2 
Are they to be told that « Man contracts a diſtaſte- 
ful Awkwardneſs by a ſedentary Life, or that po- 
ring over a Book ſpoils the bewitehing Faculty of 
Peli og? Perhaps you have read all the Chiſhcks, 
are ravidhed with their Beauties, and are not in _ ; 


enable young Men to continue longer in à colle- 
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MisckLAN Y LETTERS. 5 
ſible of their leaſt Perfection. But can you in Con- 
verſation with the Ladies, laugh upon a proper .Oc- 
XZ cafion, that is always? Are you Maſter of the in- 
ſenſible Charms of talking whole Hours together 
without meaning any Thing? Or rather, haye you 
not got by converſing with Orators and Philoſophers, 
a filthy Habit of thinking before you ſpeak, cſpath- 
ing your Thoughts with proper Expreſſion; and re- 
dueing what you ſay to Order? You can reſolve any 
Mathematical Problem at Sight, but can you play 
at Piquet, Ombre, and Biſſet? Hiſtory has taught 
vyeu all that is conſiderable, which has paſt in the 
World ſince the Creation, but do you know the 
Scandal of the Neighbourhood you reſide in? You 
have read and digeſted all the Fathers and Criticks, 
and are your ſelf ſo. abſolure a Cri: iek, as to know 
XZ where any of the old Gentlemen are interpolated, 


1 
2 3 8 8 
Ws nes %s OE 


whether they be genuine or ſpurious, and wading thro 
the Depths of Chronology, fix upon the certain Pe- 
7 riod of their Exiſtence, - But can you tell whether 
7 your Miſtreſs be Fifreen or Five and Forty? Whe- 
ther ſhe wears her own or @ barrow'd Face. You 
are a profuund Caſuift, you can tell the Point, where 
Xt : right: and curong meet, and juſtle together: But can 
3 you tell Cyxth/a whether ſhe be exadly dreſt, and 
mrectify what Errors Sutey has committed at the 
Toilet? You have an excellent Knack in comfort- 
avg troubled Minds, but what Conſolation can you 
adminiſter to Silvia when ſhe has been the laſt 
taken out to dance at a Ball. You have purſued 
Nature thro all her Windings, penetrated into her 
inmoſt Neceſſes. Vet I am afraid you can't tell What 
ails Myrt. Aa, that ſhe looks fo wan, or what is worſe, 
don'c know how to eute her. Vou underſtand the 
Motions of the heavenly Orbs, and are deeply 
skill'd in the Doctrine of Proportions, vet yau 
can't dance à Coranto, or hum over the laſt Opera 
Tune. You are a great Scholar, but can't get a 
Lady by it, and conſequently nothing elſe. Will 
Logicians and Schoolmen conyince a. Fool, that you 
Ty Lo | deſerve 
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6 .M1SCEELANY/ LETTERVS. 
deſerve Preferment better than a Fool? Will you 
Orators perſuade a young Lady that a grave Man 
of Senſe is -preferable to a gay Coxcomb? Will 
your Canonifts decree you a Houſe to live in, or 
'your Rabbins who were ſuch excellent Dreamers, 
find you a Bed to _ ſoundly in? 
Now in the Name of Perplexity! Who would be 
ſuch a Dunce as to conſume his Time, his Health, 
his Vigour, in acquiring Qualities which will eer- 
tainly render him Odious, and, what is worſe, Poor? 
The low State of the IriÞ Learning may be aſ- 
ſcribed alſo, to their having only one College, where- 
by Emulation, that ſharp Spur to Induſtry in lear- 
ned Societies, is in great Part wanting. N 


In the next Place they want Books, and Inſtru- 
ments proper for Philoſophical Experiments. 
This lat Misfortune is in a fair Way to be reme- 

died, by the great Munificence of the Tris Parlia- 

ment, who have erected a magnificent Structure 

to hold Books in, at 10000 J. Charge. I 
And it is not to be queſtioned, that his Royal 

Highneſs, who has been ' graciouſly pleaſed to take 

the Univerſity of Dublin into his Protection, will 

ar ſome Time confer upon it, diſtinguiſhing. Marks 
of his Bounty and Encouragement. dV 

I have, Sir, trayell'd all over Europe more than 

orce, my laſt Tour was not unlike the Travels of 
the old Grecian Sages, for Knowledge was what I 
went in Purſuit of, and therefore viſited two Uni- 
Vverſities for one Coùrt. I have treaſured up ſeve- 
_ "ral Obſervations upon learned Seminaries, two of 
Which I. ſhall: communicate to you for your Judg- 

ment upon them; becauſe, however reaſonable they 

appear, I don't find all Markind concur in ac- 
Enowledging the Truth of them: The firſt: is, that 
the Governor of a learned Society abſolutely ought 
to beè (or at leaft reputed to be) a. Man of common 
Senſe, common Honeſty, a little kcarning, andi a 
little good Manners, nor would it be: worſe if ke 
were not notorious for any ſeandalc us Viee. * : 


3 


. 


1 1 Oxon, Of. 6, 1721. - Servant and Admirer. 
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The other is, that academical Favours ſhould. 
be co ferred impartially, and academical Cenſures 
infli cced without Malice or Avariee, neither to gra- 
tify the Spleen of a reſty old Fellow, nor to fill the- 
Purſes of a Board of Fellows, I ſhall; not extend 
this Letter to a greater length by trifling Apologies 
for the leugth of it; but ſhall rake my Leave of y 
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Ad calamitatem quilibet rumor velet. Pub. Syr.- 
e we aide 
1 D 3e vides 
"HE Winter Seaſon is now opening upon us, 
when the Meeting of the Parliament, and 


>: the Approach of Term,. eall up the duſy 


Part of Mankind, either to make newLAws, or to 


put old ones in Execution. This View of the Nati- 
on collected, as it were, into one Point, to conſyls 


for the Preſervation of the Whole, cannot ſurely 


but inſpire us with a: ſociable; good Will and Cond: 


. cern for each other. Whilft we ſee the Nebiliryt 


and Gentry labouring in the intricate Affairs of State 
for the publiek Good,  eyery private Member vugha 
ſurely, in his inferior Character, and to the beftfof 
his little Capacity, to promote, or: at loaſt wiſh ata 
the Welfare and Happineſs: of the whole.;Seciety; 
Whilit therefore we all meet here witk goed 1 
ſigns, he that endeavgurs tu difturt} us with any 
imaginary, or real Evil; ande to trouble this great 
Fountain, from MWhence the Waters of Happineſ or 
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Miſery muſt - neceſſarily flow, is certainly a Villain 
unt wants a Name oe 4 
In the Beginning of the laſt Seaſon, when the 
South-Sea Scheme had bur juſt finiſh'd irs /Depreda- 
tions, and the Pain of the Wound it ſelf was hard- 
ly well over, we met in hopes of Comfort from 
mutual Aſſiſtance, that by bearing the Burthen to- 
gether it might ſeem the lighter; but then, as if 
we were not ſenſible enough of our-Misfortunes, the 
Cireumſtanees of em were aggravatcd by the Force 
of Fancy, and we were frequently preſented with a 


View of. our unhappy Condition, for fear we ſhould 


endeavour to forget it. The Scene of our Diſtreſs 


Was drawn into its moſt glaring Colours, as if the 


Proſpect of it would give us Eaſe, and we were to 
grow happy by refledting on our Miſery. This 
Diſpoſition of aggravating our Calamities by the 
Force of Memory was early rooted in us, and kept 
alive and fomented by continual Applications. Thus, 
I think, we ſuffer'd almeſt as much by Deſcription, 
as by actual Senfation. 15 5 

-* Bur as ve were then peſtered wiih frequent Com- 
Plaints ard Lamentations upon our paſt Calamity, 


o now We are rerrificd with the Fears and Appre- 


henſions of a future one. Imagination comes now 
in the Place of Memory, and thoſe very Faculties 
which ſo diſtinguiſh us from Brutes, are made uſe 
of as the Means to make us unhappy. I doubt not 
but 1 ſhall be eaſily underſtood: here to mean the 
Nlague. The many falſe Rumours of its daily Ap · 
proach towards us, are not, I am afraid, ſcarter'd a- 


mongſt us without Deſign; and ſo many lying Re- 


er it, ſeem rather to be the Effect of 
navery than Fright. The Accounts in our News- 
Papers of Ships endeavouring to come in loaded 
with Infection, are found to be falſe, and ought 
therefore to he ds publickly contradicted as they 
were reported: However, theſe Stratagems amuſe 
us with Terror, thereby to let Villainy paſs unre- 
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rded, and to employ us with our own Fears, that 
o We may not take Notice of any evil Deſigns a- 
gaitſt us, are not unſueceſsful. The imaginary; E- 
vil ſpreads like the real one, and the Diſenſe it 
15 is not more catching than the Apprehenſions 

Ie ⅛ ¾ͤCł‚“ẽ%Ü% Äßß“ ̃ÿ h 
I need net here enlarge upon the unhappy Con- 
ſequences of this fanciful Plague amongft us; the 
moſt inſignificant Member of the Community can 


Credit, without being told of it. Our very Fears 
= are given us as & Reaſdn why we ſhould not be 
angry if the great Affairs of the Nation ſhould be 
at a Stand; ard we can't but juſtly conclude from 
our own Frights, that every Body will be fearful 
to come to a Place where the InfeQion is daily ex- 


aid afide,. under the Preflures of an unavoidable 
Calamity. This, I think, is worſe; than the South- 
Sea Scheme; we were there cajoled: and wheeds 

led in: o. Miſery, we are now frighened into it. But: 
let us conſider ſome of the principal Cuuſes from 


the Ii. ſuffieieney of them, I hope the Eſſect will be 
the more eaſily remove. 
I know in ſuch a Caſe as this is, People are apt: 
to lock towards the Helm; and when a general Ca- 
lamity threatens a Nation, we obſerve the Motions 
af the governing Part of it, and from thence draw 
our Cor eluſions, either of Danger or Security. Thus: 
it is, becauſe we find the Government uſing all ne- 


» 


ceſſary Precautions: againft.this:formidable Evil, we; 


theretore think we are in very great Danger; and 
becauſe they are providing aggainſſ it, therefore ie 
muſt be very near us; hut it is very wrong to draw! 
our private Fears from Refle&ions upon publick Pro- 
ceedings, or to make che wiſe Preparations of the 
Gevernment the Stan lard of our particular Appre- 


henſions: Tis impoſſibl: for them to be too provi- 


dent, and even an Exceſ, of Caution: is highly com- 
C B 5 mendable. 
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feel the Decay of Trade, and the Loſs of publick 


pm and conſequent] publick :Bufinefs: my 9 
a 


whence. theſe Apprehenſions flow, and by ſnewing 


oY 


10 MisckILANYT LETTERS, 
mendable.. They have given us all ſuſieient De- 


monſtrations, that they will take all amaginable 
Care of us, and therefore we:ought to reſt ſatis fred 
in their Wiſdom. Is it a Reaſon then, that be- 
eauſe they are conſulting for the Safety of our Lives, 
we ſhould therefore, by a too provident Avarice, 
not allow our ſelves common Neceſſaries? Or, that 
becauſe there are Orders to build Barracks: upon 
Black-Heath, that therefore we ſhould deny our ſclves 
the Comfort of a: Plumb- Pudding = Sundays? No 
ſurely, this is making a very wrong Uſe of the Wiſ- 
dom of the Government, and ee e ee | 
from the'very Fountain of our Hu pineſs. 5 1 9 
Another great Cauſe of our preſent 'Terrors of the 
Plague is, the giving a too haſty Belief. to every idle, 
 Hlkgrounded Story concerning it. Iſnhall here men- 
tion two very remarkable Lies, as well to ſhew the 
Villainy in reporting em, as the Folly in believiog 
em. Moſt of our Papers told us, that they were 
eredibly informed that ſome Part of the Cargo of 
the Turkey Ships that were ordered by the Govern- 
ment to be burnt, was diſcover'd in the Houſe of a 
Great Man employed in the burning of them. From 
hence every body inferr'd, that the Plague was in 
England, and that they did not know how ſoon it 
might be at their very Doors. But this was at laſt 
found to be entirely falſe; and after giving us. three: 
Weeks Pain, they very modeſtly told us again, *twas: 
all a Lie. The other Story was of a Dutch Ship, 
that bover'd for ſome Time about the Coaſt, con- 
cerning which we were told by a very elegant Ex- 
on, that She had tbe plague on board her. But this. 
1s likewiſe prov d a Miſinformation. Thus we are 
liable to the Whimſey of every petulant News- 
Writer, who are made the Inftruments of deſigning: 
Men, to bring the Plague amongſt us, or to drive it 
away again, as it may ſerve a wicked Turn. 
We have, indeed, but too much Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pet ſome Villainy a hatching; the World ig not 
governed by Fancy and Chimæra more now than 


formerly; 
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de Ne in the Ob 


Fab: and that Englißphren will not be ed 
out of their Underſtandinge as well as their Me- 
ney. Let us unire chearfully, to prevent e Feat 
Calamity ; but, in the mean Time, fer bg flow 


and not the Apprehenſton of it, male the Alterk- 
tion in us, Alatrt, 
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formerly; and we can't ſuppoſe theſe Lies to be 
the Effect only of a Fright, or a diſorder'd Brain. 
No tis an admirable On iate to ſtupify the Sen- 

ſes of the Natien, and to thiowius änto a down- 
right Inſenſibility of all other Miſchiefs whatſoever. 
While our Eyes are kept ſteady upon this great im- 
pending Ruin, we . 71 hav ie mdre” lags to the. 


he bo K 
lours, that thereh 75 Fes infer erior Mifshi bs way | 
ervatio 


I bope, this flight Artifice will beUnly feb 


in their ancient Channel, t the Plas RIF, 


Whoever therefore gives the 

"without the molt Certainty, huge! to be dealy ith. : 

in as ſevere a Manner as our ancient Laws reared. 

him who villainouſly lighted up Beacon e 1 

3098 no dane 422 * 
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J HEN I take à View of my ſelf in the 
Capacity of a News-Writer, I can't for- 
bear eſteeming my ſelf a wu Man, and 
A very. Worthy, deſerving Citizen. I 
indubitable larks of Grandeur adhering to me; 
us firſt, I receive as many Addreſſes and humble 
Petitions as any Prime Miniſter of State in Europe, 
ang perhaps, confer my Favours as capriciouſly as 
the moſt inſolent of them all. Then the World is 
divided in Opinion about me; my zealous Parti- 
zans, who have not the Honour of my Acquain- 
Yance, affirm, very warmly, this Mif is a brave, 
Honeft, generous Fellow; a Man of Intrepidity, 
ood Senſe, ſound Principles, clear Reaſoning, deep 
*enetration; let him'alone for ſifting our a Secret! 
While my Enemies, upon as good Grounds, will 
tell ycu confidently, there is nor on the Face of the 
whole Earth ſuch a bragging, filly, ſhallow, inſuf- 
ferable yain Cozcomb as my Worſhip; that I am a 
"Myaitor, u Rebel, a Papiſt, a Facobite, and the Lord 
' knows what. J queſtion whether I plume my ſelf 
more on the Commendations. of the, firſt, or the 
| Reproaches of the latter; lis juſt thus great Prin- 
ces and preat. Stateſmen ure treated. Wherefore, 
When I hear my ſelf reviled, I ſmilingly ſay, wich 
the greateſt Wit of che ge, Cenſure is the Tax a Man 
Pays the P. b' ck for be en, But the moſt un- 
'anſwerable Proof of my being conſiderable in the 
World, is, thät Men of Power have always hated 
me, as much as thèey do one another. 
Having ſufficiently manifeſfed my own proper Me- 
1 fhould ſay ſomething of thoſe of my Employ- 
tt; had they not been modeſtly diſcuſſed by a 
2 = TY Friend, 
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Friend, durirg my Cos. fin ement in his Majcfty's 
Priſon of Neugate. Thoſe who have been io un- 
: happy as either not to have ſeen, or not to have 
remember'd that entertaining Piece, may peruſe it 
at their Leiſure in the ſccond Volume cf Miſce#avy 
Letters I am now upon the Point of Publiſhing. Bur, 
with due Deference to the ingenious Author of the 
Letter I have mentioned, I fancy he has omitted 
one of the beſt Arguments can be offered in Defenca 
of our weekly Papers, which is, that without their 
Aſſiſtance, a great many pretty Gentlemen. would 
forget to read, and ſo loſe all their Learning. 
3 One principal Office of us weekly Authors is to 
be, as it were, a kind of Ligh:-Houſes to thoſe who 
XX Fail on the ſhel vy Ccaſt of Politicks: Thus having 
obſerved a Pack of Knaves amuſing the People with 

ſtrange Appreher-ſiors of ibe Plague, to carry on 
ſome pernicious Deſigns in the Ay, or ſcme worſe 
Place, L manfully appeared againſt them, by Proxy, 
on this Day was a Fortnight : I gave them to know, 
that we had no Plagne to dread but themſelves, 
and roundly told them their oven; but finding ſeve- 
ral good honeſt, timorous People, who, When they 
XX are once terrified by « Bugbear, can't readily. get 
mitt out of their Heads, who, beir g taught that the 
Plague might come, firmly believed it would come: 


7 7 N Ov wing oO. 
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- To caſe: poor diſconſclate Souls, I laſt Week pub- 
If flich'd a Project for blowing up the Plague, if it ap- 
c proached us; and this, I can aſſure them, is louked 
3 upon, both by Sca and Land, to be the meſt expedi- 
e, | tions Way of getting rid of an Enemy . 
h p Il fancy a Man needs not to be very ſanguine, to 
v conclude, the Minds of my Readers are pretty well 
ce eaſed of their Fears of the Plague, if they have ſe- 
e | riouſly peruſed my two laſt Papers; not a little 
d pleaſed with the Services I imagined I had lately 
done them, I proceeded to endeavcur to do them 
e- ſome more good Turns of the ſame Nature: Nunt- 
- ing over my Papers for this Purpoſe, I met with an 
a Exumination of the Tork-Buildings Propoſals fon the 
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Sale of Annuities, which I ſhall not publiſh wirk- 
out the Company's Permiſhon ; for the many expen- 
five Proſecutions I have endured lately, having 


dreined my Purſe ſo heartily, would make an 
AdQtion of Damages fit heavy on my Shoulders. 
Another Branch of our Duty is, to expoſe wicked 
Perſons; to do all that in us lies to extend and 
tuate their Shame; to purſue their Crimes 
wirh Reproaches, in order to deter People from evil 
Practices, by ſhewing to them, that though Bri- 
bery and Corruption may ſometimes exempt the Of- 
fender from legal Puniſhment, yer Infamy, the con- 
ſtant Attendant upon Guilt, is a Part of irs Puniſh - 
ment that can by no Means be evaded. Though we 


' ſuffer ſometimes grievouſly Smart for the Perform- 


ance of this neceflary Part of our Duty, yet we ne- 
ver are more attended to, and never hare fewer 
Returns of waſte Paper, than on ſuch Occaſions. / 


Our moſt pleaſing Task is to diſplay Merit, and 


 ſhew the worthy Perſon to the World, in the moſt 


- amiable Dreſs we can beſtow upon him. Whether 
it be the Difficulty: of praiſing properly, or that the 


worthleſs Many eſteem the due Applauſes of the 
Deſerving, as an oblique Satire upon themſelves, or 
whatever clſe may be the Cauſe, it is moſt certain, 
that this Sort of Papers is, of all, the moſt-unſue- 
ceſsful; yet to ſhew to the World, that my Afﬀic- 
tion have not utterly broke my Spirits, I ſhall, in 
Defiance of Neglect and waſte Paper, preſent them 
in this Journal with the moſt meritorious Action that 
ever came within the Circumference of my little 


Knowledge. | 


A Friend of mine, a Man of Worth and-Leay- 


ning, who has often charitably viſited me in my 
preſent Illneſs, among a great deal of other divert- 


ing and inſtructive Converſation, relieved my Tor- 
tures one Afternoon with the following Diſcourſe. 

If we would ſeek for the nobleſt Inſtances af 
Greatneſs of Soul, I would not direct the Enqui- 


rers to repair to Caurts, Schools, * | 
Ts Wa Ms 
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XZ would: rather. ſend them among thoſe who lie bu- 
ried (as we call it) in the Obſcuricy of low Life. 
Our gräat Sir william remple, in his jidicious Re- 
marks on the the United Prouimcet, tells us, he found 
the happieſt Man he ever met with, in an Hoſpital 
ſor the Relief of worn out Sailors; and I my ſelf 
heard of a Heroe greater than any in Hiſtory, in a 
Place of the ſame Nature. 
Tou know, Sir, that in the late Reign I was ho- 
noured, notwithſtanding my great Undeſerving of 
fſuch Favours, with ſeveral conſiderable Employ- 
ments, one of the firſt of which was under my Lord 
Dur, when, he was Governor of. Ireland; They 
have, on the Skirts of Dublin, a magnificent Struc- 
ture deſtined to the fame Uſe with that of our Chel- 
fea, and not-muchinferior to it in any Reſpect. I 
caſually made an Acquaintance at Court with a well- 
bred old Soldier; who was then Deputy-Governor 
of that Houſe. One Day T paid him « Viſir, and 
while he was, with great Civility, ſhewing me the 
principal Parts of the Edifice, a brave old Fellow, 
one of the Offizers upon that Foundation, paſt by 
us. Sir (ſays my gay old Friend,) the Story of that 
Gentleman your Eyes are ſo attentively fixed upon: 
may, in ſome Meaſure, compenſate to you the poor 
Entertainment you have met with herſGmſſe. 

That gallant Man you behold, was never moro 
than a Lieutenant of Foot, and yet a braver Fellow: 
was never entertained within theſe Walls. I ſee 
you are ſurprized at his undeſerved ill Sueceſs; 
but how will your Aſtoniſhment be encreaſed, when 
you hear he never did Duty as a commiſſioned Offi- 
cer but one ſingle Day: He is what we call one of 
tlie native Iriß, and bred up in a low, ruſtick Buſi - 
neſs; hut di ſdlaining ſuch ſervile Employments, he 
perſwaded his Friend, a neighbouring Cottager, a 
bold vigorous Boy, to quit their native Slavery, and 
betake themſelves to the generous Purſuits of Arms. 
In a ſhort Time they artained to the Heighth of their 
Preſerment, à Halberd; that they roſe! no higher, 
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may be imputed to a Conſciouſneſs of their Merit, 


which might have led them into an Error worthy 
Men of all Profeſſions. are too prone to fall into; 
that their Mer its only ſhould recommend them to 
Honours, and that Sollicitations ſhould be left en- 
uy to thoſe, who have no Deſerts to plead for 
Be this as it will, tis as ſure as tis ſhameful, they 
were never preferred. His Friend, who had ſome- 
thing more gentle in his Compoſition, after the Fa- 
tigue of ſeveral weariſome Campaigns, continuing a 

cos. ſiderable Time in warm Quarters; caſt his Eyes 
upon a pretty Girl, loved her heartily, like a Sol- 
dier. ard reſolutely married ber- The Wife of 
this honeſt brave Man died in her firſt Labour, and 
left him a fine Girl. About a Year after this, as 
the two Friends were lying in the Trenches of & 
Town beſieged by our Forces, an unlucky Shot 


reached the diſconſolate Widower, and left him 


o ly Life enough to bequeath his little Davghier ' 1 


_ tohis Friend and Fellow-Soldier, and rake a latt 


Emnbrae-. et ; > pn 5 
He took the Girl with Joy, and bred up the dear 
Remains of his beloved Friend, wi h the tender Af- 
fection of a Father. When the Girl grew. up to: 
twenty Year's, not finding himſelf able to provide 
better for her, he very fairly married her. The 
Officers made themſelves very merry with the hoary: 
batter d Bridegroem, and bid him not be afraid to 
venture heartily on the pleaſing Work of Procrea- | 
tion; for that every Boy he got, ſhould have a 
Soldier's Pay as ſoon as he was born; I don't know: © 
what this Encouragement way ha ve produced, for- | 
the firſt Year of their Nup: ials was bleſt with a love 
ly Boy; but this might have happened, tho” thoſe 
comfortable Promiſes had never been made. — 
The hardy Veteran educated this Boy, who pro- 
ved to be bis only Child, in the beſt Manner; he 
trained him up to Arms himſelf, and always ſent 

im to the beſt School that was near his Quarters. 
Ut | | > The 
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rue Boy bad all the Merits of bis Fathers, with 


greater Succeſs; for, before he was Twenty he 


vas made a Lieutenant, ar d counted the beſt Officer 


in the Regiment. . itt de e Fm 
This young Gentleman had a large Portion of 


BY | Gratitude to his Share; of Gratitude !. the con. ſti- 
tuent Vertue, the principal Ingredient, in the Com- 


poſi.ion of great Souls, Senſible. of the Benefits he 


| had received from his Parents, he gave them the 


greateſt Share of bis Pay, and fared hardly himſelf. 


| Anxious for their Welfare, he could 106: reſt: for 


fcar the old Age of his brave honeſt Father ſhould 
be indigent, and his Mother ſhould be called oft 
from her neceſſary Attendance on the, good: old 
Man, to ſeek their daily Bread by hard Labour. 
He cor ſidered the Life of a Man of his Occupation 
was more precarious ; he would have fold his Com- 
miſſion, but then he thought a hundred Pieces 
would ſeem an inexbauftible Sum to People who 
had never ſeen ſo much before, and quickly: be 
ann „„ H-coree 
What remains now for the pious Youth to do? 
He knew the l e Diſpolicion uf his Cellv- 
nel, and thus applied himſelf to him: Sir, my Fa- 
ther's Services have juſtly entituled him to a Place 
of Veteran Officers in the Royal Hoſpital; but to 


| make his Claim unconteſtable, if you will, by your 


Intereſt, fiz him there, I will reſign my Commiſhon 
to him; and, as ſoon as you have placed him, you 
will have 4 Poſt to diſpoſe of. The Wreich of a 
Colorel comply'd with his Propoſals, ſetiled the old 
Man here, and {1d the Boy's Place, ' 
The heroick Youth had no ſooner provided for 
his Parents, than he liſted himſelf a private Centi- 
nel in a Regiment that was ordered immediately to 
Fl:nders. I believe he may now have reached the 
Confederate Camp, and may all the Proſperity bis 
Meri.s and Vertues deſerve continually attend kim. 


77 4 
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1 know not any Virtue we are ſo backward to pra- 
Kiſo as filial Duty. Experience tells us it is fo, 
and Reaſon declares it ſhould not be ſo. Strange it 
muſt ſurely be to a thinking Man, that filial Affecti- 
on ſhould be the weakeſt of all human Paſhons. 
Hence it was that the divine Virgil, the moſt judici- 
ous of all Writers, to raiſe his Heroe to the loftieſt 
Pitch Imagination could elevate him to, makes him 
conſpicuous for this rare Virtue. - But tell me, where- 
in is his Æneas comparable to our young Heroe ? He 
ventured his Life for his aged Parent, and bore him 
ſome Miles upon his Shoulders: But our brave Sol- 
dier abandoned Honours, and embraced Contempt; 
changed à Life indifferently comfortable for one 
that was entirely wretched ; and that not to ſave a 
Father's Life, but to make it eaſy. Mneas was fal- 
len from his Glory, and his Condition was deſperate; 
our Heroe's Honours were in the Bud, and he had a 
promiſing Proſpe& before him. The Conduct of 
LEneas was truly. heroick, that our gallant young 
Soldier all divine. In ſhort, the Jriþ Hero ſur- 
paſſed the Trojan, as far as the brave undaunted Man, 
who expoſes himſelf to Ignominy for the Good of 
hit Country, excells him Who barely ventures his 
Life for the ſame noble Cauſe, Foz art 
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parcere Subjeftis & Debellare Sulerlos,  Virg,, 
Pee have always prov'd an inexhau- 
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ſtible Fund for Diſcourſe, and will never be 
laid aſide, white there are either loud 'Talk- 
ers, or whimſical Proje&ors. in the World. And 
the Reaſon, I think, is very obvious, for certainly 
Difference in Opinion, in this, as well as moſt other 
| Particulars, 
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flows from Paſſion: For my Part, when I ſee a Com- 
mmontbealtb i Man bitterly inveighing againſt Tyranny, 
Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, 1 mark him out for an 
ambitious, arrogant, ſelf-eonceited Fellow. On the 
other Hand, when I ſee the Menarchy Man warmly 
4 Par 7h St SH er Madneſs: of the 
8 People, I ſuſpedt him immediately for a Man of a timo- 
rous Nature, apprehenſive of every Body that may 
hurt him, and like Mr. Hobbs, fearful even of being 
left alone in the Dark. Tis for this Reaſon cer- 
tainly, that one Kind of Government will, and does 
flouriſh among one People, which would not, in all 
Probability do ſo in another; | *ris therefore highly 
abſurd and unjuſtifiable in us to revile any other 
Nation, becauſe they do not live under the. fame 
Form of Government with us, or to think em Slaves 
| becauſe they do not pretend to, or at lealt do not 
talk ſo much of Liberty as we do. I ſhall there- 
fore, for the Good of my Countrymen, throw toge- 
ther ſome looſe. RefleQ:ons concerning the French 
- Mcnarchy (fince this is the Word that is ſet up as 4 
Zug-bear now a-days'to. frighten us all) in which I 
| ſhall chiefly have Regard to Truth, and, if I can 
 acquit my ſelf in that Parricular, I care not either 
E + | (pul dons ingot » 
The French Government is a Monarchy, mix'd with 
Ari ftocracy, wherein, though the former prevails, yet 
never to rhe entire Deſtrutction or Diſſolution of the 
latter. Fhe ancient. Kings of France (as in all other 
Kingdoms in their original Foundation) had the 
whole Power lodg'd in their own Hands, and the 
Ferrers they bones themſelves, have been 
the Effect of Wiſdom and Benevolence, nor of Com- 
1 pulſion; they have themſelves erected à Tribunal, 


2 to wich they ſubmit the Reſolutions they take, and 
4 have given it the Authority: of approving and rati- 


- :fying the Edicts they: propoſe to it. This was u 
1 | Bar which rhe Wiſdom of their; Princes would fix 
r beryreen: cho People! and the Sovereign Autliori- 

| tot Ew : 5 ty: 
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ty: What we call their Parliament, was firſt inſtitu- 
ted to the End the King may diſcharge himſelf 
towards God, to whom he is accountable, as well 
as to Men, and to obtain Confidence from his Sub- 
jects, in taking from among them Arbiters to regu- 
love em 11 „„ er e 
Vet theſe Mon2ry-hs have ever reſerv'd to them- 
ſelves, and indeed very often prov'd, that they have 
ſtill rhe Liberty of making Uſe of their abſolute 
Docber, contradictory to the Will of the Parliament. 
This Tribunal has no ſuch negative Voice as to ſtop 
the Kine, if he has a Mind to proceed; their Con- 
firroation of his Edidts give rather Quiet and Satis- 
faction to his People, than any additional Sanction or 
Authority to them. When he thinks proper to 
proclaim War, he asks their Cor ſent, but if that 
is not given, he entirely diſregards them. In Alli- 
ances, and other Matters of rhe greateſt Importance 
to the Na ion, they are referr'd ro for their Appro- 
bation, but their Diflike does in no wiſe cauntermand 
the Proceedings. Thus their Power ſeems to be 
little more than Formality; they are only deſign d 
for Counſellors, but their Advice is of no Force, if 
A diſpleaſes:the Pripce: bin 1 
However, this Parliament, as much Mockery as 
it ſcems to be, produces i's happy Effects. They 
have no Power indeed of controuling their King, 
but they have always Opportunity of adviſing him: 
Nothing of Importance is begun without firſt cou- 
ſulting them, whereby the King ſeems to wiſh for 
their Approbation, and to deſire ſuch Harmony be- 
tween him and his People, as that they ſhould bath 
Join in what is thunght proper for the publick Good. 
This great Regard then to their Advice and Deter- 
mi ation, will make him cautions in proceeding a- 
gainſt the Inelinations of ſo many Counſellors, will 
make him difſfident of his own Judgment when fo 
many differ from him, and make him often reflect 
What he is about to do, leaſt the Event ſhould not 
be an indelible Reproach to him for not having ta- 
x | ken 
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ren good Advice: when offer d to him; and this Ob- 
fer ration will, I believe, be found good trom their 
niſtories, for we ſeldom find a King running .coun- 
ter to the Will of his Parliament, except they were 
| ſor encroaching upon his Authority, and for ſtealing 
from him by Degrees, ſmall Bits and Scraps of his 
Prerogutive, Mhich he could neither in Honour and 
Conſcience ſuffer, to the Rui; of the Kingdom, aud 
the entire overturning the fundamental Laws of the 
Confiirotiona": >: nun; aw. it 
- Arother Uſe of this Parliament, is, that thereby 
the King, under Pretence of not doing any Thing 
contrary to their Inclinations, is relieved from the 
Importunities of his powerful Grandes, who would 
otherwiſe, perhaps, weary him out of Gifts and Fa- 
vours, which could not be gratned without Preju- 
dice to the whole Kingdom. A Deſpotick Prince, 
who can do what he pleaſes, knows net how to make 
an Excule, let the Demand be never fo unreaſor- 
able, and very often as well to indulge his own Paſ- 
ſions, as to graitly -the | Ambirion/of a darling Fa- 
vourite, he gives away Part of his Kiugdom, ard 
with it, the Happineſs of ſo muny of his Subjects: 
But theſe Things are never. dos e in France without 


1 firſt der wee. it ro the Parliament, and *tis not pro- 
bable, that alcho' the King will ſometimes a& con- 

N tradictorily to their Wills for his own Sake, that 

0 therefure he will do fo for Ar others. 

8 But the grearet} Inſtance of their Power that xe 

: read of, is that of placing the Regency in whom they 

2 leaſe, during the M7:07/ty of the I. fant Xing; this 

N is Evidently true in the thiee laſt Minorities ; they 

have, in a great Meaſure, diſregarded the Will of 

n the Predeceſſor, and have either confirm'd, enlarg'd, 


5 or totally annull'd the Power he bequearh'd ji it 
1 as they pleated. This indeed ſhews their great Au- 
0 thoricy at this Juncture; but from hence we muy 
4 obſerve the great Diſpoſtiion of the People towards 
4 Monarchy; to whomſoever they commit the Regen- 
: ey, they ſabmit-with an implicite Obedienec, and 
1 4 8 . | yer 
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yet when they have the Power in their own Hands, 
when they have an Infant for a Succeſſor, and 
when they might throw off with all Eaſe, what 
ſome People call, the Chains and Fetters of Slavery; 
yer they think it their Duty and Happineſs to 
throw the Power into one Man's Hands, and to en- 
Joy the uſual Bleſſings of Monarchy, and a duriful O- 
edience. | a VVV ö f 
This then ſeems to be their Policy or Form of Go- 
vernment, which we may conclude to be purely 
Monarchical ; but as to their Laws, and the Execu- 
tion of them, 1 can only ſay, that we ſeldom hear 
of any of them broke in upon, or any illegal Acti- 
ons committed through the over-bearing Force of 
arbitrary Poater. There are no Taxes or Impeſitiong 
but what the People ſubmit to with Quiet, or at 
leaſt without Murmuring or Diſcomtent. Their 
Parliument indeed, which Ihave been ſo much eom- 
mendiug, bears the greateſt Reproach in this Parti- 
cular; they are the ſupreme Court of Judicature, 
but, like other Men, are liable to Corruption and 
Bribery; their chief Chamber is therefore called 
the golden One, and well it may be, ſince that glit- 
tering Metal is thought to be the Umpire of moſt 
Cauſes in that Court. However, we hear of no Com- 
plaints from the People themſelves; they live quiet 
and eaſy under an entire: Submiſſion to the Laws, 
and Subjection to their Prince. I know that is 
ohjected, that the Laws do not ſuffeiently guard 
the Liberties of the Subject, and, fer Inſtance, 
they bring in Levis the XIVth, who, ſuy they, har- 
raſs'd and deſtroy d his Subjects in perpetuul Wars 
with all Chriſtendom, to gratify his inordinate Am- 
birion and Thirſt after arbitrary Power: Bur tis ve- 
ry ſtrange that we will rake ſuch as Latitude of 
jucging other People by our:ſelves. ./This was ſo far 
from beirg their Unbappireſs, that *rwas their! grea- 
teſt Pleaſure, War was their chief Recreation, 
and their Heart's Delight, and tis agrecable to 
their natural Vivacity to be always in Action; for 
l N us 
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Is, as then to think them unhappy when we hear no 
od Complaints from them; or to think them either Fools 
at or wretched, becauſe they are not like us, mani- 
'3 WH feftly ſhews the Vanity or Self-conceiredneſs of an 
to home -· bred Clown. As to their preſent Circym- 
n- ances, let not Miſſiſippi be mention'd, for we muſt 
— be obliged to paſs over the South-Sex before we 
can get there. Arbitrary Power has done for them 
- | what the Madneſs of the people has done for us; let us 
y no: triumph then 25 this Occaſion, for fear we 
— ſhould expoſe our: ſelves, leaſt by ſhewing the Mi- 
r ſeries they endured by baving no Liberty, we ſhould 
- at the ſame Time ſhew what we have endured by 
f baving coo: much. 4 1 e ney 164 1518 
8 Burt there is one Remark which I muſt not paſs 
t by, viz. that no Hiſtory or Country acqua iuts us 
p with more frequent Rebell ons, and yer fewer Execu- 
- tions than in France; irre ſiſtible pa ſſive Obedience may, per- 
5 hape, be more taught there, but not more nicely 
ö praiſed than in ay o. her Country. The Princes of the 


Blood have often raiſed up powerful Armies againſt 
their King, when he will not a& up to the eternal 
Rules of Moral:ty and right Reaſon. They ſhew here 
the true Uſe of Nobiliiy, who are Bulwarks of rhe 
common People, and if theſe Mounds and Defences 
| be once: beaten down, the Tide of arbitrary Power 
will, no doubt, eaſily overflow the lower Grounds. 
But in all theſe Rebellians we do not find any evil 
Deſigns upon the known eſtabliſned Laws of the 
Kingdom; they love their King at the ſame Time 
they oppoſe him; and it is the greateſt Indication 
of their Affection to him, that they make uſe of 
Means, ſo contrary to their Inclinations, to bring 
him to Reaſon ; it is for this Reaſon that we hear 
of no Revolut.ons or Dethronings in France. When 
they have brought their King to a Compliance, they 
give him up all his rightful Authority; and he is 
no leis a Kirg again than when he began to reign. 
On the other Hand, the King ſcems ſatisfied that 
they have no evil Defigns againſt his Perſon or Go- 

| vernment, 
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vernment, even while there is an Army up againſt 
him; and 'tis for this Reaſon he is-eafily ſatisfied 
with their Submiſſion, and ſeldom perſiſts in any ob- 
ſtinate Demands for their Blood. Nay, he not on- 
ly forgives them, but he truſts them. Such have 
been often raiſed to the moſt eminent Places of Pow- 
er and Profit, and they have as often prov'd them- 
ſelves du: iful and uſeful Subjeds 
But I'm afraid I have already tranſgreſs'd the 
Limits of a Letter; for my Part, I can't think that 
there is any Kind of Government; finful in it ſelf 
or diſpleaſing to God, meerly as ſuch ; bur ir ſeems 
ſtrange to me, that if there be ſo many Miſeries 
attendant upon a monarchical Government, as ſome 


amongſt us would repreſent, that the French ſhould 


be ſo remarkable for the Love of their King, as they 


really are: Their whole Happit eſs ſcems to be 
wrapt up in this Ile great One, and the Nation 
ſeem'd ro be mad with Joy upon his Recovery from 
the ſlighteſt Incli ſpoſition 


In ſhort, the French are 


* 


neither Fools nor Madmen, and we, of all Nations 


in Cbri ſtendom, have the leaſt Reaſon to think em 
ſo. Let us not then run ſo far as Turty for the evil 
Etfectꝭs of Aprarcky. when we have a much ftrorger 


In ſtanee of its great Bleſſings ſo mush nearer home. 
Experience is my beſt Guide, and while I have 


that on my Side, I regard not the fulſe Repreſenta- 


tions, or the whimſica] Apprehenſions either of the 


Krave or the Madman. 


5" + arth 
S 1 - e 
Your humble Servant, 
LA. 
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WAs lately driven, by urgent Buſineſs, into 

one of LANES ch kane beate frequent 
ed moſtiy by Artizans and Retailers: The 

Company was not ſtranger to me than the Diſcourſe; 

my Aſtoniſhment was inexpreſſible, when I every 
Moment heard ſome Voice or other iſſuing out of a 
Cloud of Smouk, and calling ſuch of our Reverend 
and Learned Divines, as have been ever eſteemed 
by the moſt knowing Part of Mankind, by the op- 
probrious Names of Jacobite,Papift, Diſaffected, and 
others of the like Nature. „„ 

He muſt have been a Perſon of very little Curio 
fity, who could have acquieſced in the hearing of 
ſuch Wonders, without making a further Search. I 
muſt frankly confeſs, I am not ſuch a one, and that 
I waited-impatiently till the Gentlemen's Pipes were 
almoſt out, that I might apply my ſelf to the moſt 
ſeemingly civilized Creature among them, for the 
Cauſes why they differed ſo widely in Opinion from 
the reſt of Mankind, in their Notions of thoſe re- 
verend Gentlemen TY 26 

. Thad ſeveral frivelous Cauſes aſſigned me, mixed 
- with a great deal of Impertinence, Pertnefs, and 
ill Manners; but what I found weighed moſt with 
theſe People, was the different Methods of -Obedi- 
ence the Clergy have paid to his. Majeſty's Injun- 
. Qions, to uſe the Canon-Prayer before the Serman. 
There's Dr. Such- a-one; and what ſhould: he be, 
but a Papiſt, Jack; a R——l, a R-——gue, and 
Vn; or he would not ſay in the Palpit, 15 hr 
N Pray. — Fe. are required te pray. No, were he 
| an honeſt Fellow, he would, like Mr. Trim, and 
Mr. Smirt, and Mr. MTLEEY, make you a comfort- 
able Prayer, that would abe the Cock of God's Grace 


* 1 97 1 . 
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chat ever the World was bleſt with; a Compolt- 


125 


of it himſelf 
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crow in your Hearts, and take a Share © 


00. | 


Though . a Man runs the. Hazard. of meeting 


with very rude Treatment, who endeayours to 
convince ſuch pragmatical mo of their Errors: 


et I had ſo much Compaſſion for theſe poor miſta- 
i Men, that I would have ventured an Thing to 


' reQify their uncharitable Notions of their Paſtors ; 
but finding, upon Reflection, they had been too 
poſitive and raſh in their Declarations, to yield to 


any the ſtrongeſt Reaſonings, I reſolved to make 


Uſſe of your Paper, therein to appeal from their 
Paſſions to their ſober Thoughts. As this Method 
will be more advantagious to the particular Perſons 
who occaſioned” this Letter, ſo may it be of a ge- 
neral Uſe to correct the ſame Error wherever it is 
met with. Hence thoſe who forſake the Canon to 
avoid Cenſure, may pluck up Courage to return to 
their Duty; hence thoſe whoſe Zeal has led them 
aſtray from the Canon, may be taught that their 
Zeal is a blind Zeal, which obſcures their Under- 
ſtanding; hence thoſe who have ſtrictly adhered to 
the Canon, will be reſcued from Cenſure, and de- 
ſervedly eſteemed Men of Judgment and Inte- 


rity. 5 i tected; 
B The Arguments I ſhall make Uſe of in Defence 
of the Practices of thoſe worthy Gentlemen, whom 


IJ heard ſo baſely reviled, ſhall be merely a Tran- 


ſeript from the excellent Chancellor of Hereford's 


Diſeourſes on the Beauty of "Holineſs." I ſhall eaſily 
de excuſed by every Reader, for making Dr. Biſe 


argue for me upon this Occaſion, ſinee it will ap- 
pear plainly, upon the fi ſt View, I could not offer 
any Thing our of my own Stock, comparable to 


what I have borrowed from him. £1 £55 


Beſides, thc" rhe Book I quote is in the Hands of 


Thouſards, your Jourral may happily be peruſed 
by fime of choſe who are ignorant, that it is an eaſy 


Illuſtration cf the moſt perfe&, human Compoſition 


tion 
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don every Enel man ought to make Uſe of, and 1 
-efteem as a principal Part of his Treaſure, _ 
It were ſuperfluous to declare this applauded 
Compoſition to be our Liturgy, and tha: Dr. BI 
Pei formance upon it is of the Nature of thoſe Re- 


marks of the truly great Criticks, which cleared 
| up the Deſign of the Writer, and expoſed his Beau- 
: EJ Views 7 ff 7 - 7 oo RN 
E: Sir, 1 believe, when one attempts to vindicate 
ö either GOD's Church, or his Prieſts, he needs not 
ö to make any Apology for troubling you with a 
: Letter; and you will readily rank him in the 
| TN of your Friends, among which pray 
; 8 Your humble Servant, 
$ | URBANUS. 
) ; : 
- 122 | — — | — — A 
: EET B B-NE: V | 
) Sage” 8 V 
= PRISON 7s an expenſive, uncomfortable, and 
® LA troubleſome Habitation. One of its Inconve- | 
A. niences is, that a Man is always at home, 
© and is thereby neceſſitated to ſacrifice his precious 
n Time, to every Fool that does not know what to 
E do with his. One Day laſt Week, I had my : 
3 Morning Meditations interrupted, by a Creature of 
y that Stamp I am complaining of; he is an outragiout 
e Facobite, and an eternal Projector. He dwells in the 
Air, lives on Hope, and feeds on ExpeQation. He 
r neither thinks, ſpeaks, nor a&s like Men of the 
0 World. He has not been any Time theſe thirty 
Years, above fix Months diftant from the perfecting 
f of ſore extraordinary Project, either in Nature or 
d Politicks; from Fame, Riches, and (as he calls it) 
V a Reſtoration. In ſhort, he is a very ſingular Fel- 
n low, and at a Time when a Man is not diſpoſed to 


1 be ſerious, a very entertaining Companion, 
5, P. LOO 
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From what I have ſaid of this Gentleman, no 
Man will ſuſpect him to be a very ceremonious 
Perſon; nor indeed did I find him to be ſuch in 
the laſt Viſit he paid me; for he entered my Cham- 
ber very abruptly, ſtraining his Throat to the high- W 
eſt Pirch; crying, Joy to me Mit, Joy, Joy: I have 
found it Man! I have found it! what have you 
found ſays I with Amazement) whar I'll give you 
two Months to find, (ſays he) and you ſhall think 
of nothing elſe. I was very importunate with him, 
to know what wonderful Diſcoveries he had made, 
but could get nothing out of him for a good Hour, 
N but Exclamations of Joy, I don't think that Pytba- 
| gorus felt ſuch Exſtaſies, when he diſcovered his 
celebrated Propoſition, which is (if I am not mi- 
| ſtaken) the 4th of the 1 Book of Euclid, upon 
which Mathematicians tell us half of their Science 
is grounded. | | - 5 
When the Gentleman's Raptures were a little 
.cooled, he addreſs'd himſelf thus to me. There is a 
freſh Lottery talked of, rhere muſt be ſome Method 
found to pay it off; but all the Funds are already 
_ appropriated; Now can you tell any one Thing 
that is not taxed upon which a Revenue might be 
. raiſed, to anſwer this Exigency, Really Sir (ſays 
1) I can't readily think of ſuch a Thing, neither $ 
I think it worth two Months Er quiry; I have Bu- 
ſineſs of my own to mind, and will leave ſuch Diſ- 
coveries to the united Wiſdom of the Nation, to 
whom they properly belong. TR, | 
If that's your Humour, Friend Mp, then I'll tell 
you, the only Things not taxed are private perſo- | 
nal Vehicles, (chat is to ſay) Coaches, Chariots, 
Berlins, Chaiſes, Chairs, c. of which there are 
not in our Nation leſs than 20000, and a Tax up- 
on theſe would anſwer the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 
Very well, Sir, then this is your grand Diſco- 
very! What a Coxcomb are you? Tho' theſe per- 
ſonal Vehicles (as you call them) are not taxed 
-colleQively ; yet, all the Materials of which they 
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(re compoſed, pay Duties ſeparately. Would not 
any Body, : chatldid not B ou, conclude from 
pour Behaviour, that you had found out the North- 
== Eaſt Paſſage, or the perpetual Motion, or the Lon- 
WF gicude, or the concealed Effects of the late Di- 
redtors; or what was become” of Robin Knight, or 
what Buſineſs Mr. Law has here; at leaſt = a 
Scheme for retrieving publick Credit, and paying 
the Debts of the Nation. %% 
Paying the Debts of the Nation! thou art a poor 
Soul Nat, nothing under the Sun eaſier! I hit upon 
a Way of doing that Job in two Hours thinking. 
You muſt know, Sir, the Writer of the Free- 
thinker, in one of his wiſe Papers, maintained that 
the National Debts were a Security to the Houſe of 
Hanover. Upon which, Sir, — you'll ſcarce 
believe it, Sir, I ſet my Head a working, and in the 
ſmoaking of two Pipes, contrived a Method of 
clearing our long Scores, as plain as the Sun ar 
Noon-Day: I had not the leaſt Objection to my 
Scheme, till I perceived it would be highly pre- 
judicial ro.the Canſe, ð To 
This indeed is ſomething worth hearing. Come 
Mr. communicate. Pardon me, Sir, — tis 
a Secret while I retain it my ſelf; what two People 
know, is no Secret. In ſhort, Things of this Im- 
portance are not to be truſted to every Body, par- 
ticularly to you News-writers ; mere Eccho's, that 
hear a Thing only to repeat it, arrant Sieves that 
let every Thing paſs through you. A Tunnel is a © 
retentive Veſſel in Compariſon of you: Then for 
Noiſe, you outdo all the Cannon of the Baltick- 
; Fleet, as much as they do a Boatſwain's Whiſtle: © 
: Truft a Secret that might prejudice the Cauſe with 
any Body —— not I indeed —— I would as ſoon 
truſt a Broker with my Honeſty, a Fanatick with 
Power, a Sincerity-Man with my Purſe, a Turk or 
a Jew with a handſome Boy, Lady - with 
the Education of a blooming Country-Girl, or fur. 
niſh an Attorney with Means to ſet a whole Pa- 
_ Cy. rin 
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30 MiscELLany LETTERS. 
Tiſh by the Ears, or the Quacks with a Secret of 


infecting half the Town. 


But, Mr. Mift, I ſhall entruſt you with another 


Project for thoſe very Reaſons, I don't think fit to 


communicate this to you; namely, becauſe I would 


have all the Town know it : Had I not been cloſely 
locked up in the Compter in the bubbling Seaſon, 
the Nation would have had no Soutb-Sea to curſe ; 
tor the moſt grievous Sufferers would have embraced 


my delicious Propoſal, and ſo have ſcaped a Scour- 


ing. My Propoſal is not like thoſe that hang in 


the Rear of your Paper, and call themſelves advan-. 


tagious; tho a Faro Bank is not half ſo fraudulent, 
and a Box and Dice is four to one a fairer Way of 
transferring Property. 5 
I call mine the comfortable and charitable Pro- 

oſal, and it richly deſerves that Title, for the 
Fe End of it, is to help old Maids to Husbands. 
Now what can be more comfortable, than making 


People at Peace with themſelves, extracting III- 


nature out of Families, and eſtabliſhing Quiet in 


Neighbourhoods : But, theſe bleſſed Ends can ne- 
ver be attained while we ſo ſhamefully abound 


with old Maids, they cannot be at reſt while they 


are not in a Way of anſwering the Deſign of their 


Creation; and it is natural for People that are not 
themſelves ai Eaſe, to endeavour to make all others 


as uneaſy. A 7 Kind of Satisfaction; but ſo. 
it ever was, ard ſtil] is = 


Nor is it leſs charitable, than comfortable; ro 
relieve the gicateſt Diſtreſs, is undoubtedly the 
greateſt Charuy, but what Want dares ſtand in 
Competition with that of a Eusband ! beſides, it 
will be a conficerable Augmentation tothe parochial 
Fees, ald conir bute much to rhe Support of the 
Cle gy, whom we have taken Care to make poor 
enough: "Twill ſtrer gthen rhe Proteſtant Intereſt, 
by filli:g he Cluich wi h Members, the State 


wüh Subjects, and furniſhing us with People, 


which 
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which all Politicians agree, are the greateſt Riches. 


Ys nr i ig 9: 10-1 
But further, it will in a great Meaſure put a Stop 


to the diſſolute Manners of the Age, and make the 
| Lives of many of his Macy's liege Subjects, more 
healthy and Ae u y providing them with whole- 
; ſome, loving Wives. Now no Creature makes ſo 


ou 


fond a Wife as an old Maid, for none know ſo well 
how to value a gocd Thing, as they who have long 
The Deſign of my Scheme is unqueſtionably good 
and a Man needs only to open his Eyes, to ſee the 
Neceſſity of it: There are by a moderate Compu- 
tation, within this Kingdom, no. leſs than ſixty 
Thouſand old Maids, among thoſe we call Gentle 
women; and the Cauſe. why 59 in 60 remain in this 
diſconſolate State, is want of Fortune. Theſe La- 
dies happen to be the Daughters either of Miſers, 
who won't part with their Money, till they part 
with their Lives, or of Gentlemen of ſmall Eſtatee, 
or Gentlemen of great Eſtates and bad Oeconom, 
or of Clergymen, or Men in Office, civil or mili- 
1 1 or Annuitants, or unſucceſsful Practitione a 
D . ny 
The Advantage reſulting from my Scheme, will 
be the diſpoſing of one hundred of theſe Ladies 
monthly, in the Way of Matrimony, by raiſing For- 
tunes for them by Lottery, and by this Method re- 
moving the great Obſtruction that lies between 
them and that happy State. As for the Terms. 
upon which Adventurers are to be admitted, they. 
ſhall be ſeen at large in the latter Part of your 
| Journal, towards the Cloſe of December; for I in- 
tend to open my Books in the Beginnirg of 5 
nuary, and draw the firſt of February, I doubt not 
bu my Propoſals will be ſo ſatisfaftory,: that I 
ſhall be full in a Week at moſt, 
I don't loye to baulk the Ladies, therefore you 
may tell them, that as my Adventurers are old 
Maids, by that Term is to be underſtood unmarried” 
1 Females 


— 
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32 MisceLLany LETTERS, 
Females between 25 and 40, of unblemiſhed Repu« 
tations, and of the eftabliſhed Church, as mult be 
certified upon their Admiſſion, under the Hands and 
Seals of the Miniſter where they were baptized, 
and where they were laft ſettled, wy nes of 
the Peace, and the Church-Wardens. They muſt - 
de paſt 25, becauſe till then they have not ſuffi- 

ciently felt the Woes of a ſingle Life; they muſt 
be under 40, becauſe after that Time they are ſo 
habituated to them, that they become almoſt tole · 
rable: They who won't be ſatisfied with this 
Reaſon for excluding them, may eaſily find a 
better. VÜVJVö»H˖üœ OS 

Tou ſee, Sir, how much my Scheme tranſcends 
all that have been ſeen in this projecting Age. 
What & poor Figure will your Laws and Knights, &c. 
make, when Poſterity ſhall ſer us in Competition 
with one another. But to ſhew my Honeſty to the | 
World, I ſcorn to take all the Glory of this Pro- | 
jiect to my ſelf; I acknowledge I received wy firſt | 
Hint from an Inſcription over an antiquated Spin- 
ſter in a Cauntry Church, importing, that ſhe had 
left 6 J. per Ammum, to be divided equally between 
fix poor Maids of that Pariſh, all above thirty | 
Years. | ws | » 4 3h WP FA : 141 

J received great Encouragement to proceed in 
my Scheme by the illuſtrious Examples of the Em- 
peror Charles V. who, after his Retirement, be- 
ſtowed nine Parts in ten of his reſerved Mainte- 
nance in Portions to young Maids: And that of Ma- 
dam de Maintenon, who has made a perpetual Settle- 
ment of the like Nature. Theſe are the greateſt | 
Charities I have ever heard of, yet let the World 
judge how far I ſhall exceed them  _ © 

Here my Gentleman took Breath, The Reader 
may poſſibly be as much tired with this Converſa- | 
tion, as I was ſurprized at it. But as I ſhall ha- 
zard any Thing, even my Fame, for the good of 
Society, I venture to recommend this Project as a 
very beneficial one; and hope, that the Prejudies 


of 
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of Men won't hurry them ſo far deyons their Ad- 
vantage as to reje& a good Propoſal, for the Sake 
of the Propoſer ; but to obviate all Objections or - 


dis Kind, let the Projector of this Scheme be ever 


ſo wild and crazy in his Imagination. The Con- 
duct and Regulation of it, I aſſure the World, has 25 
: fallen to wiſe and cool Heads. 9 VELA 
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| L EX E. R VII. 
JH E Deſire of Praiſe is implanted in our 
Nature as a Spur to virruous and worthy 
A. AXtions, and is always ſtrongeſt in noble 
and generous Spirits. Tis an Obſervation of Twlly's 
(which was very much exemplified in himſelf) that 
Men of the greateſt Genius and moſt ſhining Parts, 


are moſt influenced by it. Indeed the Defire of 
| DiftinQion is univerſal, and runs through the whole. 


human Species. The moſt ignoble-and: worthleſs; 


Part of Mankind covet the Efttem-and Admirarion - 
of others. Even thoſe baſe; unworthy Spirits, who - 
endeavour to depreciate- and defame great Cha- 
racters, expect a Return of Praiſe and Approbation. 
The Paſſion then for Fame or Applaoiavetng fs in- 
terwoven in our Frame and Conſtitution, and ſo 
inherent. in our Nature, is neither to be eradieated 
nor exploded. Like all other Puſſions, it only: 
becomes faulty by being exorbitant, or by being 

erverted to- baſe or ignoble Purpoſes... He -who . 

eſires it only. as a Fruit of his Vertue, or Re- 
ward of his Merits, does by no. Means forfeit the 
Character of a great or good. Man. It muſt: be 
owned, it would be a: greater Perfection for- a! 
Man to do noble and glorious Actions fromsthe! 
ſole Motive of Benevolence to Mankind; and a De 
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fire of conferring Good- on his Fellow - Creatures, 
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but ſo diſimereſted and abftrated a Vertue is too 
| heroick, too God-like, to be expected from frail. 
| Man. Tis too divine an Excellence to be found in 
ö humane Nature, ard, I doubt, rather ſubſiſts in 
Imagination than Reallity. Our Spirits would 
droop: and languiſh, and our Faculties would ſtag- 
nate, were it hot for this invigorating Principle 
of Aion. This ic is that animates us with Emu- 
lation and Vivacity, fires us with noble and gene- 
rous Semiments, and puſhes us on to hazardous 
and glorious' Enterprizes. Theſe are the Sails 
that expedite our Courſe, and facilitate our Under- 
takings. Without theſe aſſiſting Gales of gay, al- 
luring Hopes, we ſhould flag in our Purſuirs, and 
ſeldem arrive at the Point of any conſummate Ver- 
| tue. The moſt ſelf-denying Perſon in the World | 
[ can't help beirg pleaſed with the Efteem and | 
Approbation of Men; nor indeed can a Man act 
il  virtvouſly, in any conſpicuous Scene of Life, but 
Praife will attend bim unſought for. Tis the 
conſtant Shadow of Vertue; the natural Conſe- 
quence of worthy Ad ions; and a Man may very ho- 
neſtly enjoy a ſecret and ſublime Pleaſure in the 
Poſſeſſion of Fame, proyided it be not acquired by _ 
Fraud, Artifice, or Hypocriſy. There may be a 
Fame, as well as Religion, altogether artificial, | 
counterfeit and hypocritical ;. a Popularity affected, ; 
ſought after, or purchaſed. And fuch a one, 
doubtleſs, as it is wickedly acquired, is alſo wick- 
edly applied, and made ſubſervient to wild and 
7 Purpoſes. A Catiline, who ſacrifices his 
Money, Health, and Conſcience to make himſelf 
"if popular, has other Poizts in View beſides Glory 
0 or Applauſe. His is not ſo much a Thirſt of Praiſe 
1 or Fame, as it is an Appetite of unlawful Power, 
| or immenſe Riches. Tis very different in its Na- 
if ture, when tis the End of a Man's Actions; and 
| when tis only made the Means to baſe Ends, and 
| unwarrantable Deſigns. The former can never de- 
| ſerve a worſe Appellation than Vanity; the latter 
| 7 TS ; \ ; ; f 28 
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is complicated Villany. Avarice is -a Weed that 1 
4 BI is T 1 = 1 | e r 2 : 
rows only in vile and barren Soils, und is wholly * 
inconſiſtent with a true Greatneſs of Mind, or 44 


genuine Nobility. Tis a Diſgrace to human Na- 5 
ture, and a deep Reproach to a reaſonable, ſociable 
Creature. An Inſtance of this, and irs oppoſite 
Vertue, we have in the two contrary Chargeeers of 28 
cCbariſimus and Num mariu m. 
Chariſimus has a natural, powerful Benevolence 
towards all Mankind, which daily manifeſts it ſelf 
in AGs of Munificence and Generoſity. This 1 
ſtrong impulſive Vertue, joined with his noble 
Contempt of Money, makes him liberal to an Ex- 
ceſs. Perhaps his Bounty may be ſometimes too 
promiſcuous or undiftinguiſhing ; but that only © 
Rowe from the Greatneſs of his Soul, and the vaſt 
Humanity of his Temper. His good Nature is ex, 
uberant, too extenſive to be confined wi hin the 
Bounds of prudential Maxims. His cverflowing 
Heart bears down the Oppoſition of all narrow © 
or ſelfiſh Confidermiong. s Hor OT ISI 
char ſimus knows them, but he deſpiſes them. 
Ard though theſe excellent Vertues have render'd + 
Chari ſſimus the Object of univerſal Admiratien, yet 
are hey ſtill attended with the utmoſt Humility, 
Courteſy and Cordeſeenſion. His eaſy, (graceful * © 
Manner of obliging, carries aus many Charms as 
the Obligation 1: 2 His Favours are not extorted  ' 
from him by Importunity, are not the lare Rewards 
of long Actendance, Homage and Expedctation. 
They fl-w from a free Hand and open Heart. 
They meet the petitioner half way, and even pre- 
vent his Requeſts. Thar Readineſs and Pleaſure 
which accompany his Beneficence, add infinite 
Weight and Luftre to every Favour. ' This is it 
that gives an inexpreſſible Lovelineſs to every in- 
ſtance of his Bounty, and makes ir ſhine in the 
ſtrongeſt Lighi. ' Theſe are the conſpicacus, en- 
gaging Qualiries, thar aye draw upon CH,. 


ma the. Praiſe and Eſteem of Mankind. Theſe 
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ſhining Vertues, which are in their Nature ſo ami- 
able and beneficial to Society, are always attractive 
of. popular Applauſe. - Envious Men may form to 
themſelves imaginary. Pleaſures in attempting to 
darken ſuch illuſtrious Characters, but they may 
be aſſured their Attempts are vain, and their Sa- 
tisfaction illuſive. nw 
Such genuine Luſtre will ſtill be lovely in every 
urprejudiced Eye, in Spight of all the Ink of Ma- 
lice that can be ſcattered upon it. But though . 
cbariſſimus be thus confeſſedly poſſeſs d of ſuch en- 
dearing Qualities, and deſerved Applauſe, yet IIll- 
Nature may be buſy in miſrepreſenting, offering 
falſe Mediums, and ſetting him in a deceitful Light. 
She may ask with ſeeming Gravity and Seriouſneſs, 
how he comes to be ſo univerſally admired ? And 
what is it that makes him ſo much the Darling of 
the People? Is it the Probity of his Life, or the 
Piety of his Mind? Is it his conjugal Fidelity, or 
domeſtick Oeconomy ? To theſe judicious Interro- 
gatories it might be anſwered, that the Probity of 
Cbariſſimus is unſullied, free from Blot, Stain, or 
Blemiſh ; that the Piety of his Behaviour is alſo 
manifeſt and notorious. But as to Piety of Mind, 
that's one of the hidden Beauties of the Soul that 
never was viſible to mortal Eye, but only to the [3 
omniſcient Father of Spirits. A Man's eonjaga 
| Concernment is of too ſacred a Nature for a Perſon 
of Manners to look inte: Tis a kind of domeſtick 
Sanctum Sanctorum, which none may examine with- 
out a groſs Violation of Civility and Good- breeding. 
And for Oeconomy, if that be a Vertue, tis one of 
too mean a Kind to be admired by Chariſſimus. But 
it is to be obſerved, that theſe are Vertues not in 
their Nature produQtive of popular Admiration, 
Were Chariſimus only — ous with theſe, though 
in the higheſt Degree, he might ſtill walk upon a 
Level with the reſt of Mankind; he would ſtill be 
. deftitute of that Glory which gives the Luſtre to 
his Character. For though theſe Vertues are * 
0 Lo = - 0008 
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leſs of great intrinſick Worth and Excellence, yet j 
are they ſilent and ſeeret Vertues. Theſe are Ver- 
tues not expoſed to publick View, conſequently not 
attended with @ general Obſervation; and if they 
were, yet would they not make that Impreſſion on 
the Minds of Men that the other do, which are 
more publick, more obſervable, and more directly 
and immediately beneficial to Community. To in- 
ſinuate then, that Chariſſimus has not a juſt Title to 
the Glory that ſurroulds him, becaule Fiety or con- 
jugal Affection is not the Source of it, would be 
extremely weak, and would denote great Ignorance 
of Cauſe and Effects. And it would alſo be as 
juſt as to ſay, Fortunatus has not a Right to the 
Glory of his Victories, becauſe perhaps Piety or 
Generoſity were rot the Springs and Motives of 
his Actions. At the ſame Rate of Reaſoning no 
Man ought. to have the Glory of being a good 
Poer, unleſs he be a gobd Subject; nor the Repu- 
tation of a good Writer, unleſs he be a good Chri- 
ſtian. Such Argumentation as this, would give 
e a prepoſterous Proof of a Man's logical Abi- 
Nummariuss Temper and Demeanor are diame- _ 
trically oppoſite to thoſe of Chariſimus. He has 
A narrow Mind, ard. ſordid Spirit. His Hands are 
always open to receive, but never to give. That 
noble Truth in ſacred Writ (viz.) of a ſuperior 
Happineſs in giving than receiving, Nummarius has 
never experienced. His hungry Soul is always 
huming after more; ſtill heaping Treaſure upon 
Treaſure, without any Application of it either as 
a Patriot or Friend. Neither Poverty nor Diſtreſs, 
Innocence nor Merit can melt Num marius. His 
flinty Soul is not to be touched with any Tender- 
neſs, Humanity, or Commiſeration. His Eyes re- 
gard not a miſerable Object; his Ears are deaf to 
tbe Cries of the Indigent. The Fatherleſs eat not 
of his Morſels; nor have the Naked been warmed . 
with the Fleece of his Sheep. The Stranger he has 


7 


38 MISCELLANY LETTERS. 
not lodged ; the Stranger did I ſay? No, nor him 


that has done him the greateſt Service. For 


Num marius, to finiſh the Blackneſs of his Chara- © 
Ger, has: fained it with the deepeſt Ingratitude, 
that foul Offspring of Pride and Avarice. 
Yet it muſt be co fefſed he has ſeveral great 
Talents and Accompliſhments; but being void of 
Benevolence and Love to Ma! kind, they are fallow, ſ 
and unprofi able Things. ro the Publick, and there- 
fore bring him in no Returns of Efteem or Popu- 


| Iarity. Were they animated with Honeſty, influ- 


enced and directed by good Nature, and illuſtra- 
ted with Ber eficence, as they are in Char! ſſimus, 
then they would become amiable to the World, 
and attractive of Praiſe and Admiration io the 
Owner. But State-Policy, the K owledge of Men 
and Couris, Addreſs, Subtlety or Oecoromy, are 
not thoſe Qa lifications which of themſelves en- 
dear a Man to the People. Indeed they are not 
Talents that fall within the Sphere of the People's 
Notice or Ui: derftanding ; but every Man under- 
ſtar ds v hen he receives a good Turn. The moft 
Igi orant know, ſee, and feel the Nature aid In- 


flience of Liberalicy and Kind:ieſs: - When the 


Was ef a great Man's Genercfi.y are ſo diffuſive 


as t warm and cheriſh whole Provii.ces, the moſt - 


Gos ard Stupi i will be ſenſible of ſuch'a Vertue, 
and the Praiſe of it will neceſſarily ſp: ead it ſelf 
through a whole Kingdom. If any of theſe great 
Sculs, theſe Sun- Beams of Society, (if I may ſo 


call then,) be tinQured wich Vani y or Vain-glory, 


that entirely belongs to the Cogrizai.ce of Heaven. 


Man, who ſees not into the Heart, ought to reve- 


rence ſuch Men, ard idmie and celebrate ſuch 
AGions. For whatever Source they ſpring from, 
they fail not however of beirg highly ſerviceable 
to the World, ard bereficial to Society. The 
leaft Reward therefore they can poſſibly be entitled 
to, is the Affection of rhe People, and the general 
Love of Mankind. Whocyer would depri ve * W 
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of this, is both injurious and unjuſt; and is far from 
being a Friend to the People, that he endeavours. 
to ſtop up the Springs and Fountains of their Plen- 
ty and Subſiflence. The natural Tendency of ſuch ; 
ungenerous Arguments is to diſcountenance the moſt 
valuable and agreeable of all ſocial Vertues, and 
to bar the Gates of Bounty and Hoſpitality. 
5% Yours, &c. 


— 


LETTER VIII. 
Mr. Miſt, Inner- Temple, Nov. 27, I 121. 


TTY THILE your Brethren ſtuff their Papers 
\ \ with Tranſlations, Quorations, Sc. you 

| have entertained the Town very plea- 
ſantly, out of your own Stock. However, if you 
ſhculd at any Time be reduced to their Circum- 
ſtances, and- want. ſomethirg to ſay, I here ſend. 
y.u\a Tranſlation to aſſiſt upon ach an Emer- 
gen-y ; it is the Cloſe of Cicero's ſecond Ph:lippick,. 
which is generally allowed to be the fi eſt of, + 
thoſe Orations, in which he inveighed agai: tt Mark 
Anthony. In the preceeding Parts of this Oration, 
he expoſes Anthony's diſſolute Behaviour from his: 
early Youth, dete&s his ccrrupt Adminiftration of 
all the Trufts with which he had been charged, 
and concludes, with adviſing: him, to lay aſide his 
traiterous Deſigns againſt the Liberties of his Coun- . 
try, which though they might contribute. to his 
eſent Greatneſs, would certainly terminate in 
is Ruin: He joins the perſuaſtve Eloquence of 
the Orator, with the noble: Sentiment and gallant. 
R- lution of the Patriot. Anthony found what Cicero 
affi med in this Place to be very true when his 
Army, to which he owed his Greats eſs, revolted 
to Octauius, upon his Misfortune at Actum. 


* 
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It were to be wiſhed, that thoſe who have all 
along made ſuch a Clamour with the Word Liberty, 
would a& for it with the ſame Integrity and Re- 
ſolution Cicero did; and that thoſe who like 42- 
thony have invaded it, may meet Anthony's Fate. 

7 | I am, Sir, | 
Four humble Servant; 
P. G. 


The Concluſion 0 Cicers's frond Philippick againſt 
om. of Cons A ao ra 


« FS it not better to ſuffer a thouſand Deaths, 
than to be incapable of enjoying in one's own 
© native Eountry, that State of Security which ren- 
ders Life agreeable, without the Aſſiſtance of a 
Military Poarer? But believe me, even that will 
not prove a: ſufficient Defence; your ſureſt Pro- 
« teftion muſt conliſt in the Love and Efteem of 

© your Fellow-Citizens, not in the Strength of their 

Arms: The Roman People will. ſoon extort thoſe 
out of your Hands; I wiſh indeed you may not 
© firſt have employed them to our Deſtruction. 
© But in what Manner ſeever-you deal wi th us, de- 
« pend upon it, if you perſiſt in theſe Meaſures, your 
4 Reign will be but ſhort: For that extravagant 
© Wife of yours (I forbear to load her with ſevere 
« Reproaches): has too long deferred the Payment of 
a Third expiatory Victim for the Safety of the 
© Commonwealth. The Romans have ſtill ſome Pa- 
© triots remaining, in whoſe Hands they may ſafely 
«© entruft the publick Adminiſtration ; in whoſe Per- 
© ſons (whereſcever they are now. diſperſed) the 
Government of the Commonwealth reſides, or ra- 
« ther the Commonwealth it ſelf, which at preſent 
has only revenged the Inſults offered to its Dig- 
« nity, not entirely recovered it: The Republick 


« I ſay, is ftill undoubtedly peſſeſs'd of many gal- 
C | lant and heroick Spirits, who- ſtand ph?" 1 
l 
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defend its Liberties, and retrieve its ancient | 
« 'Glory ; and tho they may perhaps for « Time 

© abſent themſelves for the Sake of the publick 
Peace, the Commonwealth will ſoon deem it ne- 
| cy to recall them. Tr muſt indeed be confeſſed, 
that the very Name of Peace is extreamly grate- 
ful, and the Thing ir ſelf highly advantageous 
to the publick Welfare; but ſurely there is a wide 
Difference between Peace properly ſo called, and 
Peace accompanied with Slavery. — 
Peace is in my Opinion a quiet uninterrupted 
Enjoyment of our Liberty, the Loſs of which is 
'the moſt terrible of all Misfortunes, and is not 
only to be reſiſted by Force of Arms, but alſo 
to be revenged at any Rate by the Death of the 
Uſurper. What then, tho' our brave Deliverers © 
have deprived us of the Satisfaction of their Com- 
pany, * the Example of glorious Actions re- 
mains fixed in our Memories; and this muſt to 
their Honour be affirmed, that they have performed 
ſuch a Deed as no body before them ever did. 
Tarquin, it muſt be owned, was expelled from the 
Sovereignty by Brutus; but we ſhould at the 
ſame Time conſider that Tarquin was inveſted with 
the Regal Authority by the Latus of his Country. Spu- 
rius Caſſius, Spurius Melius, and Marcus Manlius 
were flain upon a bare Suſpicion of their aſpi- 
ring to the Sovereign Power ; but theſe Perſons were 
the firſt who bravely ſacrificed One, who not only 
3 to the Imperial Dignity, but who actuall7 
uſurped ir. Which Action, as it was glorious in 
its own Nature, is alſo extreamly worthy of our 
Imitation; eſpecially ſince they have gained ſuch 
Reputation by it, that the enrolling them among 
the-Gods is ſcarcely deemed a ſufficient Recom- 
pence : But though the Vertue and Bravery of 
the Action may ſeem a competent Reward in the | 
Satisfaction it produces in the private Conſciences 
of the Perſons that performed it, yet I cannot but 
© be of Opinion, that Immortality is much too 'va- | 
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© luable to be lightly regarded by any Mortal 
©. wharſoever. __ Ft tons 

Remember then, O Mark Anthony that glorious 
Day when you abrogated the Authority of a Dicta- 
© tor | reflect upon the general Satisfaction of the 
© Senate, as well as of the Populace upon that Oeca- 
* fion: I deſire you only to compare that Act of 
© yours with the imaienſe Riches which you and 
your Family have heaped up by illegal Methods, 
© and then you will quickly diſcern the wide Diffe- 
© rence between the Pleaſures, which ariſe from 
©. the Praiſe of valuable Actions, and thoſe which 


proceed from the unjuſt Acquiſitions of Wealth. 


But as thoſe Men who labour under a ſevere 
© Indiſpoſition, have their Taſte ſo far vitiated, as 
© to be incapable of reliſhing even the moſt deli- 
© cious Food; ſo all luſtful, avaritious, and wicked 
© Perſons have no Reliſh of the internal Satisfaction 
© flowing from the juſt Commendation. of Merit. 

© If then the Deſire of Praiſe cannot incite. you 


© to vertuous Actions, tis much to be doubred whe- 
ther the Fear of Puniſhment will be able to de- 


© ter you from bad ones: You declare you are un- 
© der no Apprehenfion on Account of the Laws; 
© if this your Aſſurance proceeds from a Conſciouſ- 
© neſs of your Innocence, you are to be commended + 


for it; bur if it ariſes from the Conſideration of 


* your exorbitant Power, I muft defire you to re- 
* fle& what that Perſon has to fear, who has placed 
© himſelf above the Fear of the Laws. For tho“ 
you may imagine, that you need not be under 
any Terror, on Account of thoſe gallant Men 
© and glorious Patriots, I have already mentioned, 
© becauſe you take it for granted, that your Sol- 
« diers will protect you from their Reſentment ; 
yet I will venture to affirm, that even they will 
at length grow weary of b. 
Conſider then, what a miſerable Life you muſt 

© lead, in being under continual eee 4-0 for 
Fear of thoie whom ycu have choſen for the 
. 1 © Guards 
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© Guards of your Perſon ; unleſs you can ſuppoſe 
© that you have conferred greater Obligations upon 
© them, than Cæſar did upon thoſe that took away 
© his Life; and ſurely you cannot have the Vanity 
to imagine your ſelf his Equal in any ReſpeQ&. 

© He was a Perſon adorned with many eminent 

© Qualifications ; he was a Man of ſurprizing Parts, 
and an excellent Underſtanding, had à prodigious 
Memory, was a perfect Maſter of Letters, had 
© the deepeſt Penetration into all Manner of Buſi- 
« neſs, and uſed his utmoſt Care and Diligence 
in the Execution of it: The Victories he ob- 
© tained, tho they proved the Ruin of the Com- 
© monyealth, muſt neyertheleſs be allowed to be 
© ſome of the moſt confiderable that ever were; 
© he laid the moſt reaſonable Schemes for an 

Empire of a long Continuance ; when he had 
© once taken a Reſolution, he uſed all imaginable 
© Application, and underwent the greateſt Dangers 

© ro accompliſh it; with ample Rewards, magnifi- 
© cent Buildings, frequent Donatives, and luxurious 
© Entertainments, he ſtole away the Affections of 
© the unthinking Multitude. He confirmed himſelf 
© in the good Opinion of his own Party by his ex- 
«© tenfive Generoſity, and gaired that of his Ene- 
mies by an Appearance of Mercy and Compaſhon : 
© In ſhort, partly by their Fear, partly by his own 
© Perſeverance, he rendered Slavery habitual to a 
People, which not long ſince enjoyed Liberty 
in the moſt eminent Degree. You may i 1 
« compared to him in Regard to your Thirſt at- 
ter Empire, but in all other Reſpe&s you fall 
© far ſhort of his Character; but among the many Op- 
0 penny under which the Commonwealth groaned 

during his Uſurpation, it has received this ſingle 
© Advantage, that ihe People have gained ſome Ex- 

. © perience, whereby they will, for the future, be 
AI better able to diſtinguiſh. how far every Man is 

© to be truſted; to whole Protection they may 
« ſafely commit themſel ves, and Who thoſe 2 
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4 
* their Guard. | 
Do you not then ſuffer your ſelf calmly to re- 


flect upon theſe Thi 
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Hairs. I deſpiſed Cataline's Menaces, and wi 


ſors are, towards whom they muſt ever be upon 


7 ? Are you not ſenſible, 
that brave and reſolute Spirits may be eafily 


moved to repeat their Attempt, eſpecially fince 


they have already experienced how worthy an 


Aion it is in it ſelf, how grateful to the Pub- 
lick, and how glorious in its Conſequences, to ſa- 


crifice the Invader of their Liberties ? Can you be- 


lieve that thoſe who could not ſubmit to Ceſar's 
Command can be eaſy under yours? Aſſure your 
ſelf they will in a ſhort Time unanimouſly ſtri ve 


who ſhall be the foremoft in the Execution of 


this Deſign; nor will they defer it ſo long, as to 


wait for a convenient Opportunity. O MARK 


ANTHONY, I beſcech you ſeriouſly to confider 
your Duty to your Country; reflect upon the Re- 


putation of your Anceſtors, not on that of your 


preſent Acquaintance; act in Relation to me as 


you think fit, my only Requeſt to you is, that you 
will reconcile your ſelf to the Commonwealth. 
But it is your Buſineſs to take care of your own 


Actions; for my Part, I am reſolved, mine ſhall 
be conſiſtent with what I have ever profeſſed. 


In my Youth I ſtood up for the Intereſt of the 
Commonwealth, and will not forſake it in my gray 
11 not 
be afraid of yours; but will gladly give up my 
poor Remains of Life, if my Death can any way 


contribute to the Reſtoration of my Country's Li- 


berty, and if the Peoples Concern for my Loſs. 
can prevail upon them to put that in Execution, 


which they have ſo long deſigned; for if I de- 
clared near twenty Years 2 in this very Temple, 
0 


that no Death for the Good. of my Country could ſeem 
untimely to me, who had then but juſt attained to 
the Conſular Dignity, how much more Reaſon have 
I ro make the ſame Declaration, now that I am 
grown old in my Country's Service. And indeed, 

1 | | «Oye 
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© © ye Senators, Dea h is now become to me ex- 
© tiemely defiiable, fince I am conſcious to my 
© ſeli, that I have fairhfully diſcharg'd all thoſe Of- 
« fices o Truſt, wherewith the Commonwealth has 
© been pleaſed to honour me; two Things alo:'e re- 
e main tor me to deſire, the one (which will be 
the grea eſt Sati>f,Qion the Gods can poſſibly give 
me) is, that at the Time of my Death I may leave 
© the Roman People in a State of Liberty; the o- 
6. ther, that every Body may receive a ſuitable 
© Reward according to what he has merited from 
© his Country. 0 : - „ 
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\ I * News-Writers may be aptly compared- 
: „ to thoſe who keep 8 - for, like 
. VVV them, we are forced to furniſh out a Ta- 
ble, with the Uncertainty of haying many or few 
Gueſts; and the ſame Number of Diſhes muſt be 
ſerved up, whether the Markets be full and cheap, 
or ſcarce and dear: Like them too, upon a Scarci- 
ty we are obliged to fill our Tables up with Ser- 
vices that have more of Shew than Subftance, that 
fill the Eye without ſatiating the Appetite. The 
Cook has indeed in ſuch calamitous Circumſtances, 
very much the Advantage of us, he has the leſs yo- 
racious Appetite to deal with; Hunger is eaſily ap- 
eas d;: Bur we find it very difficult, even at thoſe 
imes when we have the greateſt Plenty of reliſh- 
ing Bits of Intelligence, ro ſatisfy the greedy Sto- 
machs of Mankind with News. When the Mails 
fail us, and the People are unactive at home, when 

great Folks are ſo n as neither to marry nor 

die, nor beget Children, we are upon the Search for 

that ſcarce Commodity call'd Wit, to fill up our Pa- 
pers, Which, tis well known, is in theſe our Days 
| | | : as 
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as hard to come at in any Week as Intelligence, On 
ſuch direful Oecaſions we are forc'd to ſtuff our 
Accounts with the Preambles of Patents, of Peers 


created a Month before, with Stories of an old 
Woman that hang'd her ſelf for Love, and of old 
rich Rogues that cut their Throats, or tope Lau- 
danum to prevent ſtarving; of Horſemen and Foot- 
Pads that take the Air on the Roads, and of the 
gallant Expedition of the intrepid and renown'd 


Fonatban Wild, 1 . 
When Gentlemen find us in ſuch low Cireum- 
ſtances, I hope, for the future, their Compaſſion 


will be rais'd towards us, and not their Indignation ; 
our Caſe at ſuch 'Times is Poverty, and a poor Man 


is always to be pity'd, not rail'd ae. 

I muſt own, that this Excuſe will not extend to 
us all: One of our Tribe has, of late, very indiſ- 
creetly excluded himſelf from the Benefit of it; at 
a Seaſon too when he was poorer than the reſt of 
his Neighbours, nay poorer than he himſelf uſed to 


be, (and that, Lord knows, muſt be poor enough o- 


Conſcience,) yet in this low State has the unthrifty 


Prodigal twice proclaim'd the Addition of a ſuper- 
numerary half Sheet; acting herein like a Sharper 


Who has all along ſubſiſted upon Credit without any 


ſure Bottom; and when he finds his Reputation ſink- 
ing, enlarges his Equipage and Retinue, to impoſe 
upon his Creditors. | „ | 


I could not help commiſerating the poor Rogue 
'when I ſaw what hard Shifts he was put to laſt 


Week, to ſupply the additional half Sheer : His te- 
dious long Letter at the Beginning was ſtolen from 
an old Pamphlet publiſhed in the righteous reign of 
his pious Hero old Nu, by one Collonel Titus, and 
called Killing no Murtber. This Soldier fancied he 
was ill uſed by the Uſwrper, and therefore printed 


this Book to ſtir up ſome Body to aſſaſſinate him; 


the Conſequence of which was, that this intrepid 
Hero grew fearful and ſuſpicious, durſt not be alone, 


nay, fleep alone, but ſometimes condeſcended to 


take 


r 
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| - take 4 Foot-Soldier for a Bed - Fellow): With what 
Dieſign my Fellow-Journaliſt has tranſcribed this Au- 

ne, he cam belt I.. 
Then for News, the Records of Newgate, and the 
private Affairs of a Nobleman's Family, was almoſt 
chit whoke SA 3-1 m , 712 | 
 - Tho' I was grievouſly afflicted at the poor reduced 
Condition of my Fellow-labourer,: yet he ſet me a 
laughing by my unlucky calling to my Remembrance 
the Behaviour of an impertinent Rogue of a Cook 
at Paris, exactly parallel to his. e | 
Upon my farſt Arrival at Paris, before I had ſeen 
any Company, I dropt into a. little Cabaret, where i 
there was an Ordinary; after Dinner Monſieur en- 1 
ters with his great Knife, and with Abundance of 
Grimace he inform'd us, that next Day he would 
have four additional Diſhes at the ſame Price; and 
Whereas it was well known he bought the beſt Meat 
at Paris, and cook'd it after the beſt Manner; Com- 
pany. complain'd of want of Room, but for the future 
there ſhould be a larger Table. I had the Curioſity 
to return the next Day, and found his additional 
Meſſes to be a Fricaſie of Frogs a Diſh of Snails, 
a Soup-Maigre, and a coarſe Sallad, and was aſ- 
ur'd by ſome of the Company, who frequented the 
Houſe, that they ſcarce ever knew him to exceed 
half his Complement. „ 
My Brother Journaliſt has publiſh'd two Adver- 
tiſements in the Daily poſt, which, for the Cunning- 
neſs of the Contriyance, Beauty of Style, Elegancy 
of Compoſition, and other Excellencies, ſeem to . 
me ſo admirable, that I have lock d them up in . 
my Repoſicary of Curioſities. But as I have ſel- 
dom ſeen any Thing extraordinary without endea- 
vouring to imitate it, I ſhall try my Strength with 
theſe uncommon Performances. 
EK̃novw, be it known to the utmoſt Limits of the 
Globe, that I Nathaniel Mi ſt of Great Carter Lane, 
London, deſign on Saturday next to print my Weekly 
Fournal on one Sheet and a half, for which the cour- 
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teous Reader is deſired to pay Three Half Pencg ; 


gentle Reader muſt pay Two Pence for it; and 1 
1 
8 his Two Pente. 


5 retty Tricks, to force a Trade and ſteal a Name, 


learned and ingenious Correſpondent, who has al- 


| | 
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by four or five ingenious Letters; the ſubject Mat- 1 
ter of the preſent demands immediate Publication; 
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that I have no Intention at any Time whatever to 
print two Sheets, but ſhould it ever happen, the 


ve him my Word a:.d H:nour he ſhall have Two 
all his other 
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I am prevented from acting over 


y the Penny-Poſt Man, who has juſt brought me 
in a Bundle of Letters; one of which is from a 


ready given univerſal Satisfaction to my Rea 


and I hope my other Cuſtomers won't think it hard 


that I ſerve him before them, when I prefer 


what he has ſent me, to the infinite Pleaſure of 


bearing my ſelf talk. 


tion of their Wiſdom, to take the like Liberties. 


and in order to eſtabliſh a perfect Harmony, to fa | | 
| EO 8 | he: 
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| Dulce off eſijere in Tow, Hors 


5 k WRITER of Eſſays, for ſuch Þ © count 


my ſelf, is not obliged to live for ever up- 
on ſerious Subjects; it is neceſſary now and 
then to unbend the Mind, ſport-with Toys, and 
play with Trifles; or, as the Fren-h prettily term 
It, to badiner. I hope this Conduct will bring no 
Scandal on my Gravity, ſince greater and wiſer Po- 
liticians than my ſelf have thought it no Diminu- 


It is recorded of a certain Emperor of Germany, 
that conſtantly after he had given Audience to an 
Embaſſador, upon the moſt important I. tereſts of 
Kingdoms, he was wont to take bim into his Cloſet, 
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him a Sonota upon his Favorite Fiddle. In Venice, there 


that Men think they may ſafely b 
they pleaſe, | becauſe no Writer rakes upon him to 
cenſure little Follies: What brought this Reflection 
into my Head was, that, walking in the Park the 


— r 


* 


was 4 Time when Politicks and Fiddling had by Turns 
ſo ingaged the greateſt Heads in that State, as if 
the Fate of the Commonwealth depended upon a 


Song; and ſome Patriots were obſerved to quit 
the Senate, while an Affair of Peace or War, or a 
Debate that concerned the Liberty of the People, 


was depending, to attend the more important 
Queſtion, in another grand Aſſembly, whether Sig- 
nior Bald aſſeri Was to have bi. — agg d with 


Points or no, in his Part that Night. | Nay, ſo ſolemn 5 
were they in their Proceeding upon theſe Occa- 
ſions, that a poor * could not be paid for 

- making a dancing Ha C 
ſiearched, and the Ceremonial ſettled, 'in . what 
Form he was to be introduced to his Audience; 
nor could he get his Bill ſigned, unleſs it was ſer. 
JJ e e e, 


it, before Precedents were 


In ſhort, the World is do yrapr up in Politicks, | 
De as ridiculous as 


other Day at Noon, the Time when the Mall is 
moſt crowded, 1 ſaw a Number of oung Fellows 


ſprucely dreſt with large Bags tied cloſe to the 


Crown of their Heads, and the whole Wie cramm'd - 


into this powdered Ornament, which expoſes a bare | 


Neck and a couple of naked Ears to all the Bitter- 


neſs of the Seaſon. "P 


It 1s a Wonder that Men ou Id bear all this only 8 
to appear ridiculous, as if neither Uſe nor Orna- 
ment were to be conſulted in Dreſs; but Men of 


this Species are governed in this as they are in 
other Things, viz. by an awkard Imitation. 5 


Upon examining into the firſt Riſe of this Ab- 
ſurdity among us, I find it was imported to us 
from France; our petites Maitres who have a Mind to 
ſurprize us by the Improvement of their Trayels, 
upon their firſt Appearance here, are all dreſt in 

Vor. III. | Od 8 this 


. 
— — — — | — 1 23 


this polite Manner; you behold a Pound of Powder. ; 
diſpos d of in' ſpoiling the Coat, becauſe there is 
no Hair to receive it, which Faſhion is followed 
out of Compliment to Lewis XV. preſent King of 
France, and Navarre. For this Monarch wearing his 
own Hair, which falls down below his Shoulders, 
and from his Temples deſcends in an eaſy flowing 
Curl, adorning the ſweeteſt; and moſt beautiful 
Countenance in France; Whenever his moſt Chriſtian . 
Majeſty is diſpoſed. to throw off for a while the 
Cares of a mighty Kingdom, and divert himſelf _ 
with a Game at Taw, or Leapfrog, or ſome other 
Juvenile Exerciſe, his Hair is tied up in a Bag, 
leaſt it ſhould incommode him in his Play: For 
by an Accident he once loſt Part of that beauti- 
ful Ornament, upon which a Council being call'd, 

to conſider on Means of preventing the like for 
the future, it was reſolved by all the wiſe Men 
then in Council, to tie up his Majeſty's Hair in a 
Bag, which is done accordingly whenever this 
young Prince is upon his Pleaſures, as are like- . 
wiſe the Locks of all his little Companions for the 
ſame Reaſon. From hence our travell'd Gentlemen 
took the Hint of making this Faſhon, and our pretty 5 
Fellows ar Home follow them in it; which is jut „ 
as proper as if a Jockeys Frock, Cap, and Belt 
were to become a Dreſs, becauſe ſome great Men 
once rode a Hunting ſo. VVV 
I know that Fops are not to be argued, but han- 
ter d out of their Follies, and thoſe who will not 
ive Ear to Reaſon, nevertheleſs cannot endure to 

e laughed at. Harlequin the Comedian at Paris, 
ridiculed this Faſhion in a very pleaſant Manner. 
He comes upon the Stage with his Head cloſe 
ſhaved, and a large Bag fixed to his Pole, Scara- 
mouch asks him, where he is going? he anſwers, To 
Court What, cuit bout your periavig, replies Scaramouch? 
No, ſays Harlequin, I have my Wie on — Where, ſays 
t'other, I ſee nothing but a bare Head Why, tis in 
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we Bag, ſays Harlequin, don't you know the Faſvion ? 


had diftingut ] 
next Day ſubmitted to cover their Ears. 


1 


this cold Seaſon of the Year, but that they have a 


For my own Part, as I always intend to live in 


I T know ſome Politicians will have it, that there 
is ſomething more deep in this, than every Body - 
can ſind out ; and that this Faſhion is a kind of a 
| Signal or Mark for a certain Party, to know one 
| another by, who are for promoting a French Intereſt | 
in theſe Kingdoms: And if Doctor OATES, of im- 
mortal Memory, where now living, he would find 
Matter enough in theſe Bags, upon which to ground 
| & dangerous Plot, For what can theſe Men mean 
by ſuch an Oſtentation of Ears and bare Necks at 


7 had this Effect, that many who © 
ſhed themſelves in this Mode, the 


* 
a 
* 
”— 
1 
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* 
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| Mind openly to ſtarve themſelves out of DilaffeQion 
| to the Government ? KT | 


Obedienee to the Laws, I am reſolved to cheriſh. 


and preſerve my Ears for the Good of my Country; 

leaft the Law at any Time hereafter ſhould think _ 
fit to make a Demand of them, which is not a 
Thing impoſſible, as Furies go now. . 


It has often been ſaid, we make ſome judgment 
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of a Man's Underſtanding by his Cloaths. Men of 
| Senſe always conform themſelves to the Habit of 
that Country in which they live; but wherever 4 
Faſnion, ridiculous in it ſelf, begins ro prevail, a Man 


of Senſe will be the laſt to come into it. We may 


add to this, that the firſt Sallies of Madneſs have 


appear'd in ſome fantaſtical Whim of Dreſs, and 


W tho' there are many in Mad-Houſes who talk eool y, 
and with a Shew of Reaſon, yet they betray their 


Frenzy in nothing but in an extravagant Apparatus © * 
of their Perſons: Upon this Foot, we may eonelude 
there are a great many ſober Lunaticks, who Wax 


about like reaſonable Creatures, with the ſame di- 


ſtinguiſhing Marks of the 2 ig we On paſſing 
thro* the Temple in a Morning, 1 


ave ſeen a great *- 
many young Fellows equip'd as for a Maſquerade, *' 

I thought at firſt that the handſome unt of the Hay: 
En et DS Marler 


„ 
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| Market had revived his Academick Diverſion, cal- 
' | culated for Promotion of Vertue and Propagation ; 
BY and that theſe unthinking Men of Pleaſure, came 
| to ſhew. themſelves in the neighbouring Coffee - 
1 houſes, to let the World fee with how much Fancy 
they could play the Fool. But, upon Enquiry, I 
found that this formal Dreſs was only a Morning Un- 
dreſs, taken up to ſupply the grave Coverture of a 
Night Gown. "Tis a Turi Habit, adorned with a 
Number of Loops and Buttons confuſedly placed, 
the Sleeves of which are turned up, ſome with 
Velvet, others with Brocade, according to the Fan- 
cy. of the Lunatick who wears it. It is, indeed, 
nearer the Dreſs of a Woman in Turky, than that of 
a Man, which led me into a kind of Miſtake ; for 
one of them asking me, what Day of rhe Month 
it was? I anſwered without much Heſitation, Really, 
Madam, I can't tell; at which the Thing very can- 
didly ſmil'd, without ſeeming diſpleas'd at my Miſ- 
priſion. The Figure which a Group of theſe exotick 
Animals made, brought into my Thoughts the Re- 
membrance, of what I once ſaw in being, by great 
Favour, admitted behind the Scenes at a puppet- 
Sheep ; where I had the Pleaſure of beholding the 
Grand Seignior s Seraglio, conſiſting of many Eunuchs 
and Ladies, ſuſpended promiſcuouſly upon Pins by 
certain Wires ſtuck in at the tops of their Heads, 
This Faſhion it ſeems has been a great while in 
aining Grou d, and took its Riſe - Bi a Sett of 
Perſons who had a Mind to make their Court to 
two Great Men at St. Fames's,, who officiate there 
in the Quality of Barbers; but, having had the 
Honour of ſome Converſation with them, I am of 
Opinion, that theſe cunning Shavers are not to be 
duped with Flattery like this, or puft up with ſuch 
apiſh and unprohi:able Compliments. 

I defire the Scope which I have given my ſelf in 
this Eſſay, may let the Readers know, that I ſhall 
take the Liberty to animadvert upon the little fu- 
ture Abſurdities whica ſhall ſtart up, and be bet | 

N Vt. cely 


8 which, as 4 
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ceiy'd by the Beau Monde, whenever I am diſpos'd to 
relieve my ſelf from the great Fatigue of Politicks, 

as Abel ſays in the COMMITTEE, lie ſo 
| heavy when my Neck and Shoulders. auth 


"LET TERA 


Totus Mundus agit Hiſtrionem. 


N dipping into ſome Paſſages of "Butler's HU- 
BRAS, I was very well diverted with that 
hamorous and ſatyrical Character, which 

he gives of a Counſelor and uſtice of rhe Peace in 
one and the ſame Perſon. There was, ſays he, 
(but I ſhall only give ſome Sketches of him here, 
and refer my Readers to the Author for his Pi cure 


An old dull Sot, who told the Clock N 
For many Tears at Bridewell Dock, EE 
At Weſtminſter, and Hicks's-Hall, 

And Hictius-Doctius play d in all; 
Where, in all Governments and Times, 
He'd been both Friend and Fe to Crimes: © 
And us'd tao equal Ways of gaining, 

By bind ring Fuſtice or Maintaining. 

To many Whores gave Privilege, 

But whipp'd for want of Quartridge 3 
Engag'd the Conſtable to ſeize . 

AP thoſe that could not break the Peace. 
Farm d out all Cheats, and awent a Share 
Wi” ib Headborough and Scavenger; © 
And made the Dirt i th Streets compound 
For taking up the publick Ground. 


On conſidering the Figure this Wight makes in 
our Author's Deſcription, _ thought I to Far 


PLS 
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ſelf, Fuſtices are ſo much another Thing from what 
is here repreſented, that was not this celebrated 
Book in Being, we could not imagine at this Time 
of Day, that ever an Officer of ſuch Truſt and Ho- 
nour could ſink into ſuch a Man of Fraud and Baſe- 
neſs. The Gentlemen in Commiſſion now a- days are 
of a different Spirit und Complexion; they, with 
open Eyes and clutch'd Hands, fly impartially at alt 
Degrees of Offence, and defy Connivance, and the 


Charms of Bribery. . 
We need no ſtronger Inſtance of this, than their 
- preſent Zeal and Diligence in the Suppreſſion of un- 
lawful Gaming-Houſes; a Deſign fo laudable, that 
every moral Man muſt be of this Party. Well fare 
the Heart of him who firſt undertook this Herculean 
Labour ! It will be clearing the World of Mon- 
ſters, and may he wear the Lion's Skin as ſoon as 
he has finiſh'd his Adventures, for he will deſerve 
it. But leaſt theſe Gentlemen ſhould think they 
have done enough, if they ſuppreſs a few Houſes 
where Gameſters meet to divert themſelves; we 
muſt inform them, that they muſt go further, they 
muſt purſue the Vice, and baniſh it out of the Na-. 
tion; otherwiſe the proſecuting a few-Perſons, who 
keep thoſe Houſes, may look like priyate Prejudice. 
It has been a Remark I know, that we never yet 
heard of any of thoſe Sons of Induſtry who keep 
their Coaches, and purchaſe Eſtates, to have been 
taken Notice of for this Miſdemeanor, by which they 
fraudulently acquir'd the Wealth to do it ; but the 
Men who fall under their Reſentment, are poor 
Knights, and ſuch Bunglers at their 'Trade, that 
they cannot live by it. What can this mean ? Are 
Men to be puniſh'd for being Blockheads, or thoſe 
who do Michief to be ſpar'd, leaft Arts ſhould be 
diſcourag'd ? But as the Task undertaken is difficult, 
the greater Reputation will be acquir'd if it ſuc- 
ceeds, for we can prove that all the buſy Part of 
Mankind are Gameſters; and in this Age, the 
whole World is made of Sharpers and Bubbles, is 
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It may be neceſſary here to explain what is, and 


| what is not fair Play; among Gameſters, he who 
has a conceal'd Advantage, which his Oppoſite 
knows nothing of, ſuch as falſe Dice, is counted a 
Cheat; but where each Side'commyr all ro the For- 
tune of the Dice or Cards, it is call'd playing upon 


F 


the Square. 


All the Games in change- Auey are plaid upon Ad- 


vantage; if you are not a Sharper, that is, in the 


Secret, you muſt be a Bubble; for there the Dice 
are always loaded; the Brokers are the Boxkeepers, 


Who run away with a great Part of the Profit; 


and, as at a Haxard. Board, you never pay unleſs you. 
vin three times ſucceſſively, theſe are paid for 
every Main; they commonly have an Underſtan- 
ding in the Dice, and, for the moſt part, go Snacks 
with the Winner. „ | | 
I can prove, that the late South-Sea Affair was 
nothing but a Game at Cheſs; thoſe who do not 
underſtand this Game, muſt know that ir is plaid by 
Knights, Rooks, Biſhops and Paauns, under the Com- 
mand of a Xing ; for by theſe Names are the wooden 
Tools dignified that are uſed in playing this Game. 
The Romans call'd them Latrones, a Word of no 


very honourable Signification among us. Each of 


theſe great Officers has his particular Station in the 
Conduct of the Game; the King moves backwards 
as well as forwards; the Queen ſeoures about the 
Board to take all ſhe can. It would be too long 


to explain the Steps of them all, but let it ſuffice, 
that their Movements are very indirect: The 


Pawns, who are in the Condition of the common 
People, are much the honeſteſt, and are therefore 


- firſt ſacrific d. The Ancients ſay, that this Game 


was invented to inftru& Generals in the Art of War, 


to teach them how to deceive and circumvent an 
Enemy; but it is play'd now to deceive and cir- 
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1 muſt inform the Readers, that ſhortly there 
will be a Plan of this Game printed, deſigned by 


. 
Rh 

5 
*þ 
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ny ſelf, which will ſhew how it-was play'd, and 
all the Movements made by ſome of the-Gameſters ; 


.and as every. Body knows already who loft the 
Game, this will ſhew a very great Secret, wiz. who 


Won it, and ſwept away all the Money... - _.. 

The late Affair betwixt the three great Companies of 
this Kingdom was a Game*at Hombre, in which two 
of them had confederated to bite the Third, and 
accordingly: had ſet the Cards: They alſo placed 
#bis Company in ſuch a Light, that by help of a Mir- 


ror, or Looking-Glaſs, they could ſee all its Cards, 


and at the ſame Time kept their own cloſe; but the 
latter eſcaped this by playing cithout taking in. 
It will not be denied, but that ſeveral Reve- 
rend Doctors of the Church have been notorious Ga- 
meſters, eſpecially for theſe laſt thirty Years; 
they have fuffled and cut, and cut and fuffled again, 


and with every Change of Affairs have turned up 


. 


STATESMEN are certainly the greateſt Ga- 
zneſters in the World in all Countries, except Great 
Britain; and it is to be obſerved, they will never 
make a Bet, unleſs they have the beſt of the Lay. 


They have their Paß, their Phiols, and alſo their 


fighting Captains to bully thoſe who are ſowred 
with loſing their Money; and. tho' other Gameſters 


are often ſtript, no Man is ever known to win who 


1 


plays againſt them, which makes ſome believe thex 
often {lip the Cards; beſides, they are ſuſpected o 
ſinking upon one another, (as the Gameſters term 


| it) which may be ſeen by their often quarrelling 


when they come to divide the Winnings. | 
They are particularly expert at playing the 
Pole ; l indeed they have been unlucky at 
this Part of the Game; but latterly they have ſuc- 
ceeded in it beyond all Imagination; they never 
ingage, unleſs it be for great Sums, and they have 
played their Cards ſo well for almoſt half GI | 
| 0 that 
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1 that not One of them has been bea d; but they 


have had ſuch a Run of Luck in ſome Kingdoms, 
as now and then to ſtrip a whole Nation. 
Lawyers are great Gameſters, and above all 
People, are apt to play Booty, and let Things 
go how they will, they are ſure to go off Wins 
ners. 39 „ „o ( TENETS I +3 > 
' Your petty Magiſtrates, ſuch as , Con- 
ſtables, &c. have their own Games too, which they 
play ſlyly, and with very good Succeſs, eſpecially 
in the County of Middleſex; how much theyfwans 
I cant tell, but it is certain many of them -live by 
it, and ſome of them, they ſay, follow the Advice 
of the old Proverb, that is, to play at ſmall Game 
rather than flick out. 185 3 
here are many other Games played at Court 
which we have not taken Notice of here; but I 
hear there is a Treatiſe called the Court Gameſter, 
lately publiſhed by the facetious Mr. CURL L, 
Which perhaps may let the World into more Se- 
crets, and therefore I would recommend it to the 
Peruſal of theſe Gentlemen for their Direction 
whom to puniſh, and whom to ſp armee. 
We hear theſe Gentlemen intend to proſecute 
another Vice, which Prury-Lane is ſo famous for; 
this Vice has continued ever fince our firſt Mother - 
Eve, and: not all the Magiſtrates ſince that Time 
have been able to reform it; and that they will 
take Notice of thoſe that fall thro Vice, as Well as 
thoſe that are tempted thro Neceſſity; wherefore 
we may expect to ſee a very polite Company in. 
Me conceive that all theſe Games fall under the 
Penalty of the Laws, and deſerve a ſevere Proſecus- 


tion, in Conſideration that they are carried on with. « 


greater Frauds, and more Miſchief to Mankind, 


than thoſe vulgar Games that are play d. with. 
Cards and Dice. e | 


„ conelude, there its not ſo uſeful a Member in | 
a Commonyealth. as. a. good Magiſtrate, who, puts, 


— — : — 


the Laws in Execution without Favour or Intereſt, 
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or any View to little By-ends ; who perſecutes the 
Vice without Malice to the Perfons, who keeps a 


. ſevere Eye on the under Tools of the Law that are 
apt to begin Riots, expecting to get by them, know- 


irg they have the Law on their Side. He who 
commits Murder in the Execution of his Office, is 
a greater Criminal than he who does it upon the 
Road; by that Means turning the Laws deſigned 
for the Good of the Publick ro their Prejudice, as 
the beſt Things when corrupted certainly prove the 
worſt; and it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe that Man a 
fi Officer to maintain the Peace, who begins it 


With Bloodſhed.. | 


LETTER NI. 


5 47. 


1 


Sed tamen amoio quaramus ſeria Tudo, Hors 


T is a very juſt Obſervation of. the learned 
Lord HALLIFAX, That it is a great while 
before any Nation can ſte, and ſometimes they muſt 


ee too 8 they can be. Clear- ſigbted : To which we 


may add what the eminent Charron has laid down 


in his Freatiſe upon Wiſdom, that Poverty and Af. 


fictions contribute much to the making Men wiſe. Upon 


the Foot of theſe two Maxims being true, England 


perhaps can, at this Day, make as high Pretences 
to Wiſdom as any Kingdom throughout Europe; and; 


if what the ancient Philoſophers ſeem to allow, that 


is was the moſt valuable Good Man could poſſeſs, 


what do we not owe to thoſe benevolent Politicians, 


thoſe true Patriots, and Fathers of their Country, 
who with infinite Art and Induftry, have ſet a 
whole Nation into the high Road of Wiſdom, have 


excluded none but themſelves from this Path, and, 


humbly. 
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humbly content. with #ealth for their Portions, have 
left to their Countrymen the better Part, being Wiſe 
at Aber oαe C . i 
We are not the only People in the World that 
for a Time have ſuffered under the Misfortune of 
Blindneſs, and did not recover their Sight till they 
had ſmarted for it; I ſay, the People may be im- 
poſed upon by evil and deſigning Men, Who cajole 
them with a falſe Appearance of Good, when. the 
Miſchief deſigned againſt them is not preſent before 
their Eyes, and only known by Conjectures; but 
we conceive, it muſt be otherwiſe when they feel 
the Weight of that Evil : And whenerer a People 
is to be impoſed upon, and wheedled out of their 
Properties, there is ſome mighty Pretence of pub- 
lick Good advanced; the Danger of ſomething, that 
is dear and valuable to them, raiſed, which, like 
throwing Duſt in their Eyes, is to blind their Un- 
derſtandings, while they are robbing of their Li- 
| berties. I remember two young Fellows in a Co- 
medy, who are upon an Intrigue at Night, and not 
knowing how. to have the Doors opened to get at 
their Miſtreſſes, one of them propoſes to knock at 
the Door and call out Fire; no, no, ſays t'other, if 
you'd make an Outcry to the Purpoſe, call out POPE- 
RV. Men are moſt generally ſcared. by falſe 
Alarms, and Popery has been bandied about with 
vaſt Succeſs by Stateſmen in ſeyeral Countries, and 
has ſerved as a very good Fund to raiſe Money on. 
And, as for our own Particulars, we have joined 
ſo ſincerely againſt it, and every Thing that Iooked 
like it, till we are almoſt reduced to no Religion at. 
all. To this Decay of Religion we may attribute 
our Decay of Morals; for the Great, who are the 3 
moſt Corrupt themſelves, have not been wanting in 
their Endeayours to>corrupt others; and upon tak- 
ing a View. of our preſent Circumſtances, it brings 
me to conſider one important Queſtion, which may 
ferve as an Introduction to a Diſcourſe we ſhortly 
intend upon ELECTIONS, whether in a Com- 
; e ; monyealth, 


Js 
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monwealth, or City, that is corrupted, it be poſſible 


to maintain Liberty? 


* 


If we would handle this Subje& throughly, we 
ought to proceed in tracing all the Degrees of this 


Corruption, which cannot 


done without naming 


Perſons and Things, which, perhaps, may not be ſo 
convenient at this Time. I ſhall therefore avoid 


ſpeaking of our own Affairs, and go 


back to old 


Rome, Which is ftill a ſtanding Model to all Govern- 
ments in the World : And by that we ſhall ſee, that 


when a City is corrupted in Extreams, that is, 
when thoſe who are to 


ive it Laws are tainted, 


the People muſt be in moſt deplorable Cireumſtan- 
ces; for it is not to be ſuppoſed but that, by their 


Power and Authority, they will keep the Sword of 


Juſtice from falling on their own Necks; or, to 
make themſelves more ſafe, ena&t ſome Laws and 


Ordinances to indemni 
Puniſhment: In this Ca 


themſelves from future 
there is neither Remedy 


nor Hope left to the ſuffering Multitude, withour 
an intire Change of Magiſtrates and Lawgivers. It 
is agreed by all Hiſtorians, that the Roman Senate, 
that is, the Legiflature, was grown ſo corrupt in 
the Time of Cefar and Pompey, that there was a Ne- 
eeſſuy for a Change of Government; and that that 
e found Eaſe in Tyranny and arbitrary Power ; 


Peo 


A ſad Expedient, when Men muſt give up their Li- 


berty for ever, and, as it were, find Eaſe in Chains! 
But had it been confiftent with the Nature of that 
Conſtitution, to have changed the whole Senate, 


there were even at that Time honeſt Spirits enough 


in Rome te have filled their Seats, and who, | 


exereiſin 
. preferved 
*Kems to be the only Flaw in that Government, 
that the People could not change 


an uncorrupt Miniftry, would have 
the Liberty of that People. And this 


the Senate, 


as well as the Tribunes; for the Laws and Or- 
dinances that were made in the Beginning of 
this State, when Men were good, were of no Uſe 
when Lawgivers grew corrupt ; for who. ſhould 
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put them in Execution? And by this may be ſeen 
the fatal Conſequenee of à wieked Magiſtracy; 
human Nature at beſt, is liable to Corruption, yet 

Mac hiavel ſays, that good Men keep one another in 
Order, and where the Majority in any Society are 
vertuous, the People are ſa fe; and the beſt Way 
of keeping them ſo, is. by changing them often, 
which ſhall be the Subject of another Diſeourſe- 

There is one Remark to be made concerning the 
Conduct of the Romans in Reſpe& to their Magi- 
ſtrates, I mean, their Conſuls, and Tribunes, Who 
were elected by the People. It is obſerved that 
none of theſe ever were puniſhed for any Crime 
thro' Ignorance, altho* the Commonwealth ſuffered 
by that Crime; for they thought it juſt, that if the 
People choſe an ignorant Man into Office, they de- 


ſerved to ſuffer for their unworthy choice; but in 


Caſes of Corruption their Conduct was quite diffe- 
rent; for here the People might be deceived, and 
ehuſing a Man whom they knew of Capacity for 
publiek Office, and their Inclinations leading them 
to think every Man honeſt till they found him 
otherwiſe, it was with a great Deal of Juſtice they 
put him to Death, if he betrayed his Truſt; bur in 
Caſes of a general Corruption, no Puniſhment can 
reach a Number; for the Criminals being the Per- 
ſons who hold the Reins of the Laws, the Grie- 
vances and Accuſations of the People are only 
trifled with; And thus it is that all Tyrannies be- 
gin. Wherefore we may conclude, that when a 
Commonwealth is in a State of Corruption, there is 
no preſerving her Liberty without a thorough 
Change of Magiſtrates, and Lawgivers  ' *' 
If we may draw this Argument nearer Home, we 
ſhall ſee the good Effect of this Order in the Go- © 
vernment of this City; which owes the Preſerva- 
ER of its By-Laws, and its exa& Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice amongſt its Citizens,” to ing up to its 
firſt Order of — ing its e Lear. 
For by this, bad Men have not Time to do much 
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Fel lo Citizens, EN 


— 


Miſchief, and the Good are more Zealous in exert - 
ing their Vertues, in Order to gain the People's 
Love, knowing they ſhall ſoon be private Men 
again. We muſt confeſs with Pleaſure, there ap- 


| ow at this Time an honeft publick Spirit in that 


agiſtracy, which deſerves the more Praiſe, in Re- 
gard 1 ſo rare, and W to draw the Thanks of 
all good Men ; for a good Lord Mayor, for the Time 
being, is to the City, what a good Prince is to a 
Nation, The STEWARD of the Liberties of bis 


| — 
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LETTER Y. 


Ad Generum Cereris fone cade & Sanguine pauci 
Deſcendunt Reges, & ſicca morte Tyranni. juven. 


LIAN, I remember, has obſerved in- 
A his Various Hi ſtory, that Providence bad very 
5 wiſely reſtrained the Race of Tyrants from 
ever extending to a Third Generation; and, if we 
look back to old Times, human Policy ſeems: to- 
have ſeconded this important Determination of Hea- 
ven, in the Proviſions made by Law to extirpate 


| Tyranny and Tyrants.. 


The Greeks by their Laws were not content to- 
only ſacrifice the offending Tyrant, but they cut 
off the very Probability of future Cruelty in his 
Children: Nor did they reſt even here in their 
Vengeance, bur as CICERO tells us, proceeded in 
a more unreaſonable Severity; for, if he had no 
Sons, the Sword was to fall on Five that were near 
eſt in Blood to him. Hanno occiſo, Quinque ejus 
Proximos cognatione Magi ſtratus necato. _ 0; 
But ſo vicious and depraved have Men been in 


all Ages, ſo little active in the Cauſe of Vertue and 
Publick-Spiritedneſs, that the Edicts made for the 


Guard 
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Guard and Preſervation of Liberty, and to frighten 
Encroachments and S been bur like 
a formal Sword of State in its Velvet Scabbard, un- 
les ſome Rewards had been affixed for him who 

 fhould venture to put them in Execution, and 
ſtrike at the Heart of Oppreſſion. This the very 
Makers of thoſe Edicts foreſaw, and therefore made 

it a Lay at the ſame Time, that, whoever would 
dare to kill a Tyrant, ſhould receive the Rewards 
aſſigned to & Conqueror in the Olympick GameF, 
and whatever elſe he would pleaſe to demand of 
the Legiſlature. | = 85 
Theſe Incitements being once added to the Deeds, 
aſſerting of Liberty began to appear truly glorious; 
Oppreſlors trembled amidſt the Security of their 
Power and ſurrounding Guards, and feared for a 
Life which they knew was aimed at by every 
Citizen, whom they had either injured in Perſon, 
or in Kindred. The perpetual Terror, which 
haunted theſe arbitrary and illegal Rulers, brings 
to my Mind a Story, which, tho very well known, 
has all its Force upon this Subject. Dionyſius, that 
eruel Perſecntor of Sicily, having a Mind to con- 
vince an it timate Friend of his, who thought 
all Felicity was centred in unlimited Power, that it 

Was a State full of Miſery and Suſpicions, and eter- 
nally alarmed at impending Dangers, invited his 
Friend to a very ſplendid Supper: The Luxury 
of the Table, and the Variety of rich Wines, made 
the Gueſt ſtill think Imperial Dignity, however pur= _ 
chas'd, happy and charming. But the Tyrant con- 
trived to have a weighty. Sword, hung naked over 
his Friend's Head, ſuſpended only by a ſingle Hair, 
and the Point directed to the Top of his Skull. The 
poor Man no ſooner diſcovered his Danger, but 
an inſtant Damp aroſe upon his Pleaſure and his 
Appetite, and he would have given all Sicily, if 
he had been Maſter of it, to have been diſmiſs'd 
from the Entertainment, and ſuffered to go his 


Ways. Dionyſius, who had his Eye upon him, wane 
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his Diſorder, and, as Macrobius relates it, addreſſed 
his Friend in the following Words. Talis eft vita, 
quam beatam putabas : Sic nobis ſemper mortem immi- 
nentem videmus: æſtima quando eſſe fælix poterit, qui 
ti mere non deſinit. Such is the very Life, which 
you thought io happy: So do we ſee Death every 
Hour at our Throats, and over our Heads: Judge 
then, at what one Moment can that Man be happy, 
who never can be releaſed from his Fears. 
| The Rewards, that were made the Price of a 
Wh Tyrant's Life, were ſuch a Spur to popular. Re- 
l venge, that they neee the ſevereſt Injuries ;. 
and few Oppreſlors, or illegal Kings, as the Poer 
obſerved, deſcended to the Grave quietly, or by 
a dry Death. Few were either ſo vertuous, or ſo 
| baſe (take it in which Light you pleaſe,) to ſlip the 
Opportunity, and make a Merit to the Tyrant of 
having had his Life in their Power. One Inftance 
I, indeed, remember, where ſuch a Fact was ſuſ- 
pedted, and the Perſon accus'd of Treachery for 
not doing his Duty. Phalaris, the moſt inhuman 
Tyrant of Agrigentum, lying dangerouſly ill of a 
Fever, was attended and recovered by Polycletus the 
Phyſician. The State of Meſſana, of which Poly- 
cletus was a Native, inveighed loudly againſt this, 
and preſſed a Proſecution ro be commenced agair.ſt 
him, as a Betrayer of his Country for not takin 
off ſo barbarous a Tyrant. But Phalaris protected 
the Phyſician, and rewarded him ſo prodigally, that 
he ſent the Meſſanians Word, That he knew, when 
they ſhould but aveigh his Liberality, they would all ci 
rather to be the Betrayers of their Ccuntry, than the Mur- 
therers of Phalaris the Tyrant. 5 
This, I ſay, is but a ſingle Inſtance, and ſe- 
conded with very few in Hiſtory of a like Na- 
ture. The ſtrong Odium, with which the World 
urſued Oppreſſion, and the trampling down of 
Liberty, in ſome Countries carried their Reſent- 
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ments even beyond the Life of the Tyrant, to a 
contumelious Treatment of his dead Body: It was 
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expos d to the utmoſt Indignities, denied the ho- 
We; Rites of Burial, and where it was not 

mangled and torn to Pieces by the Rage of the 

Multirude, it was, however, thrown out in ſome 

common Field, to be devoured by the Birds and 
Beaſts of Prey. The Poets and Philoſophers of 
the Times, to ſhew their own Deteſtation, and 

kindle the like in the People againſt Tyrants, 
took care to aſſign them the worſt Parts of Hell 
for their Portion, and to mingle them with the 
moſt flagitious Company. LUCIAN, I remember, 
in one of his Dialogues, (for tho“ he was ſome- 
times F Piety,.. he was never wanting to 
himſelf in Sarcaſtical Wit,) brings a Tyrant down 
to Hell, and the infernal Judges being at a Loſs 
how to puniſh him equal to his Crimes, one ad- 


viſes, that as all other Ghoſts were obliged to 


drink of the River Lethe, to loſe the Memory of 


” 
c 
: . 
* * 
1 


their paſt Miſeries, the Tyrant might be reſtrained 


* 


from Drinking, that the Remembrance of his 


eternal Torture, and Sorrow, ber being ſtripp d 
of them. % Ie Fo 5 . 
But will not my Readers begin to ſay, what are 
all theſe diſtant S:ories to Us, who never groaned 
beneath the Rod of Tyranny ?.. I wiſh the Tenour of 
our Hiſtory would give me Leave to allow this Sup- 
poſition. . We may not have been maſſacred, or 
ſent to Death, by that Rage which too often pre- 

vailed in Greece and Rome: But there are other De- 
grees of Cruelty, which ſerve to make up the 
Character of a Tyrant; and tho he do not ſtain 
the Throne with Blood, he is equally ſuch, if he 
conſents to uncuboleſome Laws, ſubyerts the Liberty 
of the People, impoveriſhes them with exorbitant 
. Grants, or injures them in the Point of private. 
Property. ENGLAND (tho' we cannot ſay lately) 
has ſmarted in every one of theſe Particulars; 
and either the Niceneſs of our Conſtitution, or the 
Strength of our Vertue, is ſuch, that Abe we 

„ | | Es Ave 
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have been thus oppreſſed, we have found the 
Ability and Means to throw off the Yoak that galled 
Us. The Reigns of Edward and Richard the Second 
(as well as of many others in our Line of Kings, 
L e are flagrant Evidences of this 
The greateſt Tyranny, indeed, that England ever 
felt, under the Uſurpation of OLIVER CROM- 
WELL, ſtands as one Objection to our Want of 
Sufferance; for HE died in his Bed. But this 
aſpiring Man, towards the latter End of his Days, 
was purſued and environed by all the direful At- 
tendants of an Uſurper and Tyrant. When all Things 
ſeemed to fucceed both at Home and Abroad, and 
his Power and Greatneſs to be better eſtabliſhed 
than ever, yet it was obſerved, that, whether he 
was laſhed by the Furies of a guilty Conſcience, he 
grew very 1 of the Danger of his Per- 
fon ; he was harder of Acceſs, and more rarely 
ſeen abroad; and his Eyes were intent upon the 
Carriage, Manners, and Looks of all Strangers that 


came in his Preſence. He wore Armour and of. 


fenſive Weapons underneath his Cloaths; never 
ſtirred out but with ſtrong Guards, and his Coach 
thronged with well- armed Servants: Always kept 
Secret what Road he meant to take, and ſeldom 
returned the ſame Way he went; and, which 
made his Fears more publick and obſerved, he 
kept ſeveral Keys for the Doors of his Chambers, 
rarely ſlept above two Nights together in the ſame 
Room, nor in any, that had not two or three 
Back- Doors well guarded by his Servants. 
But we are not to wonder that OLIVER was 
ſuffered to die by the Courſe of Nature; the ſame 
Villanout Spirit getting Head in the Land, and 
which ſuffered his Tyranny to thrive, had a little 
before cut off the beſt of Kings, for uot ſubmitting to 
be a Tyrant. So that when we ſpeak of Tyrants 
and Oppreſſors, we are not confined to treat of 
Kings only under thoſe Names: For we * 
| = ;  faw 
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ſaw, what we have ever fince lamented, a hei- 


nous Fact which we have this Week comme- 
morated, King CHARLES the Firſt, a Prince 


of excellent Vertues, ſacrificed to this Sort of 
Tuyranny. | | Hh 


Tuyrants generally fall by a private Blow, but 


the Action, by which this good Prince fell, was car- 
ried on by ſuch a Spirit of FANATICISM, 


as if they intended not ſo much to deſtroy the 


Man, as to root up all Order and Harmony of 80 
vernment. Nor do I think his Memory, dear as 


it is to theſe Nations, has had ſufficient Honours 
paid to it by our Hiſtorians ; particularly as to 


that Part of his Life a little before his Murther, 
and while he was in Confinement : When the 
villainous RUMP treated with him upon Ar- 
. ticles, for ſettling the Peace of the Kingdom, 


as they termed it; and when nothing would do, 


unleſs he conſented to give up the Eberty of the 
People to a vile Crew of Miſcreants, who impu- 
_ dently called themſelves a Parliament. But the Con- 
ceſſion which this merciful Prince made of ſeveral 
- Branches of the regal Power, of an Authority that 


concerned only himſelf, and his being reſolute even to 
Death againſt thoſe Demands which affected his 
People, has ſomething in it more than Roman, and 


has made him juſtly ſtiled by Poſterity tbe ROYAL 
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"LETTER MV. 


Omnes autem & habentur, & dicuntur Tyranni, qui 
pote ſtate ſunt perpetua in ea Civitate, que Libertate 
uſa eſt. ; Cor. Nepos. 
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for reſuming a Quære, which we made t 
Subje& of onr Diſcourſe in the Journal of 
the 27th of laſt Month, Whether in a Commonavealth 
or * that is corrupted, it be poſſible to maintain Liber- 
ty. There may be other Reaſons added to what 
we then laid down, why it is not poſſible, with- 
out an intire Change of Magiſtrates and Law- 
Stvers. | 8 1 
In the firſt Place, there will be a Neceſſity, in 
all Cities for new Laws and Ordinances, to bridle 
new Irregularities ; and, in a City that is corrupt, 
theſe cannot be obtained; for the Magiſtrates will 
enatt no Laws but what tend to aggrandize them- 
ſelves, and fix their own Power. © © 
Thus if we look imo the Commonwealth of 
Rome, we ſhall find, that after ſhe had conquered. 
Aſia, Africa, and Greece, and ſeemed ſurrounded with 
Strength and Safery ; ſhe thought her Liberty ſafe 
at Home, fancying that none but Barbarians could 
be Enemies to Rome. But here ſhe deceived her 
ſelf, for her greaypMen brought home the Vices, 
as well as Wealth, of thoſe Nations; and Peace and 
Avarice raiſed her up Enemies in her own Bowels 
more fatal to her, than-if ſhe had been conquer'd 
by the Arms of the Gauls or Carthaginians, — 
mean, her own vile Magiſtrates 1 
To prove that the beſt Ordinances grow perni- 
cious, when Men grow corrupt, we may examine 
the Cuſtoms of that Republick in the Election of 
their Magiſtrates. - 5 


1 THINK there is Room and Matter e 
ne 
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While the Citizens retained their Vertue, they _ 


alyays made Choice of the worthieft Men for the 
u 


Conſulate, and all other the prime Offices of the 
City; and theſe Men by the very Laws of Elections 
were obliged to ſue for them. This Ordinance at 
firſt was excellent in its Effects, becauſe none pre- 
ſumed to ſtand Candidates for an Office, but ſuch 
as knew themſelves to be in high Eſteem among 
their Fellow-Citizens; and becauſe likewiſe, to be 
repulſed was counted a great Diſgrace. So that 

every Man was upon his Guard as to his Beha- 
viour, and laboured to promote the publick Wel- 


| fare, in order to be thought worthy of theſe great 


Honours. £ 38 
vet this very Order, excellent as it was in its 
firſt Inſtitution, in ſueceeding Times when the Peo- 
ple grew corrupt, laid a Foundation for the Ruin 
5 at laſt not the moſt worthy and 

vertucus, but the moſt wealthy, and "tho of 
greateſt Power, ſued for the Magiſtracy; and Of- 


| fices were beſtowed not on ſuch who would ſerve 


the Commonwealth but on ſuch who would pillage 
it, as being the beſt able to buy Voices; thus theſe _ 
Men ftrengthened themſelves by Miſchief, till at 
laſt whenever an Office was ſought for, the miſer- 
able Multitude, either by Bribery, by Fraud, or by 


Terror, were forced to give their Conſents to their 


own Ruin, 3 1 | 
With us, it is no Diſgrace for a Man, who ſtands 
Candidate for a Lawgiver, to meet with a Re- 


pulſe; and ſometimes che vileſt and moſt degene- 
rate of the Multitude, is the moſt forward Perſon 


to preſent himſelf te our Choice; pay, what is 


more ſtrange, We have ſeen others, who have 


been degraded, and expelled the Senate for the 
moſt flagrant Corrupiions, again ſtand forth with- 
out the leaſt Senſe of Shame, for the ſame Ho- 
nours; which by Intereſt or Artifice having ob- 
rained, they have grown mighty, even in the Sight 
of Day, by the lame ignominious Practices, for 
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which they were diſgraced. As if a publick 


Mark of Infamy were the beſt Title to Wealth 
and Preferment. 5 
Nor is this peculiar only to us, for theſe are the 
common Grievances of all States when they grow 
corrupt. Therefore I ſay, if Rome (which was ne- 
ver governed by any Thing but Romans, and whoſe 


Magiſtrates were never influenced either by foreign 


Councils or by foreign Gold, and where for many 
Ages not one Law was made but what was in Fa- 
vour of Liberty,) at length loft that Liberty by 
one fatal Error, the continuing her Magiſtrates be- 


| yond the Time appointed. What muſt befal thoſe _ 
States which divided into Factions; where if the 


Commonwealth ſhould grow beneath a Load of Grie- 
vances, and the Citizens chuſe out a Number of 
Men to cure her ſickly State, theſe neglecting the 
Service of the Publick, work only for the Advan- 
tage of their FaQion ; and, like prodigal Guar- 
dians of a helpleſs Ward, convert her Fortune to 
their own Uſe, and leave her expos'd ro Beggary 
and Ruin ? 5 a = ads 
But to return to Rome, who, tho' ſhe made a 
continual Succeſſion of good Laws in Favour of Li- 
berty, yer one Thing contributed more than all 


theſe towards keeping her ſo long uncorrupt, which 


was creating of Cenſors; theſe great Officers were 
created for the Regulation of Manners, they had 
a Power of cxamining into the Lives and Morals 
of rhe Citizens, and of cenſuring any who had been 
guilty of Immorality, let their Degree be never ſo 


great ; the Senators they might expel, which was 


done by calling over the Names of all the Senators, 


and leaving theirs out who were no longer Mem- 


bers of that venerable Aſſembly: And the Commons 
they puniſhed by taking from them their Suffrages 


in all private Aſſemblies; of ſuch Conſequence did 
they think the private Vertues of Men, who had 


any Vote or Authority in publick Aﬀairs. The Cen- 
ſorſhip was firſt introduced by Servius * t — 
5 : | | ixth 
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MISCELLANY LETTERS. 71 
Sirth King of Rome, without the Aſſignment of any 
proper Officers; but he took the Trouble of it him- 
elf like a Father of his Country, and executed ik 
in his own Perſon. After the Expulſion of the 
Tarquins it was omitted for ſeventeen Years ; but 
that wiſe People foreſaw the Neceſlity of renewing 


it, and therefore appointed two; and held it in 


ſuch Eſteem, that it was reckoned a more honou- 


rable Station than the Conſulate; they proved an 


effectual Check againft the Vices of that People, 
nn, kept profligate Fellows out of publick Bu- 
fineſs.. _ „„ „ 

But Machiavel, in his Diſcourſes upon Titus Livy, 
ſays, that the Romans committed a great Error in 
creating this Office, which might have proved of 
dangerous Conſequence, had it not been remedied in 
good Time, and that was by giving them ſo long a 
Continuance of Power as five Years : But this Was 
ſoon corrected by the Wiſdom of Mamercus, the 
Didctator, who made a Law, by which he reduced 
the Term of holding that Office to eighteen 
Months. 3 5, p 

If therefore in a Nation, which was the moſt 
renowned in the World for its Vertue, and at a 
Time when that Vertue was in its greateſt Purity, 
it was not thought ſafe, conſidering the Depravity 
which human Nature is obnoxious to, to truſt ſach' 
a Continuance of Power to any Magiſtrate, or Ma- 
giſtrates ; the Reaſons againſt it muſt be much ſtron- 
ger in an Age of Depravity and Vice.  _ 

All the Commonyealths now ſubſiſting owe their 
Liberties to this Coertion and Limitation of Office. 
Some of the Italian Commonyealths are ſo appre- 
henfive of 'Tyranny, and fo jealous of thoſe who 
are to make and execute the Laws, that they 
change their Magiſtrates every Month; the admi- 
rable Effect of which wiſe Diſtruſt may particularly 
be ſeen hy the little Commonwealth of Luca; 
where the People enjoy all the e and 


Equality that good Laws well executed can pro- 


duce, 
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72 MisCELLAny LevTERS. | 
duce, where there is no ſuch 'Thing as Poverty or 


kt F ˙ y ow won unde Ih AE etc Alt 


exceſſive Wealth, the certain Conſequences of a 
continued Magiſtracy. For when the Great amaſs 


mighty Fortunes by taxing the People; when the 


Wealth of a wholc Nation is in the Hands of a 


few Men, who have eſtabliſhed themſelves in Power, 


ir is Time to bid farewel to Liberty ; for Wealth 


will make it ſelf Favorites and Followers, eſpecially 


amongſt, the moſt Profligate, who for ſome Advan- 


tage or Preferment will give their Affiftance in 
oppreſſing the reſt. . eee 


I ſhall take the Liberty of making a Dig eſſion 


from a Commonwealth to a Monarchy; and, fince 


I am upon the Subject of Corruption in general, 


make one ftanding Remark, that there muſt be a 
Similitude of Manners and Morals between the Prince 
and his People, otherwiſe they cannot long agree. 


I mean by this, that a wicked Prince cannot reign 


long over a vertwous People, as, on the other Side, 
a vertuous Prince will find it hard to maintain his 
Dominion over a People ſunk and degenerated into 


vice. If an Example may enforce this Obſervation, 
let us go back to Rome in its Infancy.of Power; 


which, having had a Succeſſion of wiſe and vertu- 
ous Princes, came at length to be governed by that 


Monſter Targ#in ; who, as he aſcended the Throne 
withcurt any Right or Title, and poſſeſs'd it by an 
Action wicked in it ſelf, ſo he exerciſed his Power 
in Luſt and Sloth, if you will except his Induftry in 
impriſoning ſome Citizens, and deſtroying others; 
but as Vertue then was in its Vigour in that State, 
the Tyranny of Tarquin himſelf and the Debauche- 

ry of his Son, ſpirited up the juſt Revenge of an 

injured People, Who with one Heart 180 to ex- 
pel him, and his impious Race for ever.. 


That a vertuous Prince is an ill Match for a de- 


generate People, we have a flagrant Example at 


Home in the Perſon of the ROYAL MARTYR. 


The Spirit of FANATICISM, which then poſſtfs'd | 
the People, had ſo much of Satan in it, that it 


: could 


y 


1 


non poſſet. 
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ould not endure the Oppoſition and Luſtre of his ver- 
_ it raiſed 1 e and wicked Faction | 
againſt his Government, who never ſtopt till they 
had ſhed his Blood; they forced his royal Son a 
Wanderer into foreign Lands, purſuing him from 
Place to Place, with Plots and Treaſons againſt his 
Life and Liberty; he was hunted, as David ſaid of 


' himſelf, like a Patridge on the Mountain Tops, but it 


leaſed the Almighty Providence to ſpare him for 
etter Days, and for the Relief of a ſuffering People, 
whoſe Afflictions had ſofrened their Hearts, and 
made them turn their Eyes upon him as their De- 
liverer, and reſtored him to the Throne of his 


ROYAL ANCESTORS _ 
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Se, quod intra muros agendum eſſet, Libertati Po- 


| pal; Romani conſultarum, maximum autem ejus cu- 


ffodi am eſſe, ſi magna Imperia diuturna non eſſent: 
E temporis modus imponeretur, quibus juris imponi 


we could think of to prove, that, in a 
City, or Commonwealth, Which is cor- 
rupted, an intire Change of Magi ſtrates and Lach- 
givers is abſolutely neceſſary, if that City or Com- 
monwealth, would preſerve its Liberty; to make 
this yet more undeniable, we ſhall proceed to ſneẽ- 
that it was the Continuation of Magiſtracies, which _ 
brought the Commonwealth of Rome into Slavery; 

and it muſt bring every City into the ſame State of 
Servitude, where ſuch an unhappy Error in Poli- 
ticks is praQticed : For it is rhe Quality of God- 
like Men only, (and where ſhall we find many cd 

that celeſtial Stamp) to temper their Power wit 

E = Bene- 


V. have already given the beſt Reaſons 
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Benevolence, and uſe it only for the Good of 


thoſe whom they are to command, eſpecially if 


they know themſelyes ſafe in that Power. 
penal Laws are enacted in all Countries to in- 
culcate Fear, to hinder the Strong from oppreſſin 
the Weak, and to keep Men within thoſe Bounds 
by wholeſome Severities, which the Depravity of 
human. Nature would make them 5 through. 
But, above all Men, thoſe who make and execute 
the Laws over the People, ſhould be kept in Awe 
by the Dread of a ſevere after- Reckoning; ſince 
the Miſchiefs, which they commit, are greater and 


more fatal in their Conſequences, than thoſe betwixt 


Man and Man. A private Rogue circumvents his 
Neighbour in ſome Bargain, and cheats him of a 
little; the others cheat Millions, and of Millions. 
The former can do but little Miſchief after his firſt 
Fact, for Men will not confide in him, or deal 
with him any more: The others, perhaps, exe- 
cute their firſt Robbery by Fraud, and Stratagem ; 

but afterwards proceed to Force, and open Vio- 
lence. Nay, they are under a Neceflity of doing 
ſo, when they have once begun to abuſe their 
Truſt ;. and thence they riſe from one Miſchief to 
another; for Men cannot be altogether wicked 
A Once. : 

Thus it is in thoſe Countries, where Men con- 
tinue long in publick Offices, and a Government, ſo 
managed, is what we call Tyranny. Whereas if 

the Continuance of Magiſtrates in Power was li- 
mited, and ſhort, the Fear of an after-Account 
and of having, perhaps, ſome for their Judges, 
whom amongſt the reſt they had injured, would 
keep them within the honeſt Bounds of their 
Commiſſion. And this fingle Reaſon is good againft 
all Degrees of Magiſtrates ; as well thoſe who exe- 
cute the Laws, as thoſe who make them ; for among 
us it has happened, tho' we don't think it pro- 
per to give Examples, that the udge has ſome- 
times been blacker than the Criminal; as — 
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Poet has very ingeniouſly expreſs'd it, in his Ad- 


dreſs to Tyburn, 


155 Coud'ft thou but judge, as well as execute, 
| How often woud'ſt thou change the Felon's Doom 
And hang the ſtern Chief Juſtice in bis Room I 


| But to come nearer to our Point, we are to 
ſhew by what unhappy Error the Commonwealth 


of Rome loſt her Liberty; in Order to which we 


muſt take Notice of a Circumſtance which at firſt 
ſeemed , but of ſmall Conſequence, by which ir 
will appear how e all Innovations are in 
a State, and how Evils multiply by Precedent. 
This Miſtake, or rather Infatuation, was owin 
at firſt to the People themſelves; the Miſchief, 
which the Confidence they had in their Tribunes, 
roduced, being too diſtant to be foreſeen. This 
appened when Titus Quintius was Conſul ; for 


there being ſome Diſpute betwixt the Nobility and 


the People, the Tribunes, who were the People's 
Repreſentatives, defended their Liberties ſo well 
againſt the Incroachments of the Nobles, that the 
Populace being tranſported with their reſolute and 
uncorrupt Behaviour, out of a Senſe of Gratitude, 
by free Voices, continued them in their Office a Year 
longer. The Nobility, who were as well pleaſed 
with Titus Quintius, not to ſhew themſelves leſs 
grateful than the People, offered the ſame Com- 
pliment to their Conſul, but he ſhewed an illuftri- 
ous Example of the Greatneſs of his Soul, and diſ- 
covered the true Spirit of a Patriot; for he refus'd 
to accept it, telling the Senate, that they ſbould ra- 
tber endeavour to blot out bad Examples that had already 
grown, than increaſe their Number by new. And had 
all the Romans been warmed with the ſame Sp3- 
rit of Goodneſs, and Generofity, which informed 
the Soul of TITUS QUINTIUS, I make no 
Doubt but that the Commonwealth might have fub- 
lifted to this Day. a : 
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Tis true, that this A&tion of the People had no 
immediate bad Conſequence, yet it grew afterwards 
into a fatal Precedent. The firſt of the Conſuls, 
who had his Command continued to him, was Pub- 
Jius Philo; who having ſat down with his Army be- 


fore the City of Palœpolis, and begun a Siege juſt ; 


as his Conſulſhip was on expiring, the Senate tent |} 
no other to ſucceed him, leaſt it ſhould be a Hin- 
derance to the Conqueſt of that City, and thus he 


was created the firſt Proconſul. 


After this, the ſame Thing was frequenrly done | 
upon the like critical Occaſions ; upon which Machin- | 
vel makes the following Remark, that had not the | 


Romans broke thro* this excellent Order, it would | 
have delayed their Conque ſts abroad, but it would 1 | 


certainly have preſerved their Liberties at home. 2 
For when, by their Conqueſts abroad, their great 
Men begun to taſte the Sweets of Rapine and Op- 


Pre ſſion, their Study was to cut out Buſineſs, in Or- 


der to have a Pretence to be continued in Office; 
then it was they firſt begun to make Uſe of the 
Fublick, only to carry on their own private Deſigns; | 
the whole Buſineſs of the Magiftrate was to eftab- | 
liſh his own Power; in Order to which, Bribes, | 
and all other infamous Arts, were made Uſe of 
to corrupt the Honeſty of the People, and form a | 
mercenary Fad ion, in Favour of one Man or Sett of 
Men; which Faction having a Dependanee upon theſe 
reat Men for Preferment, were conſtantly. imploy'd 


in ſome vile and infameus Drudgery for their Ser- 


vice; but moſt commonly in procuring for them the 
Suffrages of the People, by all ſiniſter and indirect 
Practices that could be thought of. And where 
neither Bribes, nor Inſinuations, would do, (which as 
it ſometimes happen d) to carry the wicked Point, 
propoſed; ſome of theſe great Fathers of their Coun- 


try drew the Sword, and had Recourſe to open 
Violence: Which was the Method taken by Ma- 
rias and Sa, whe proſcribed and butchered more 
Romans to maintain themſelyes in the _ 

* | „ late; 
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late; than were deftroyed by any Foreign 
Thus they went on to forming Factions, and op- 
reſſing the People; every Man, who got into Of- 
* attempting to keep himſelf in Power either 
5 by Fraud or Force, that the Commonwealth was ſo 
. WH torn to Pieces by theſe Diviſions, that a Change of 
nher Conſtitution ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary : She 
„was grown ſo corrupt, that the Authority of ſome 

: one Man was neceflary to put an End to her Di- 
. viſions; and even Slavery was a Relief to her in + 
Z that Condition, when Nozhing remained of | Liberty | L 
but the Name; and ONE Tyrant could better be 
; H ſupported than a Multitude. „% ES ae 
1 i Thus we may ſee to how ſmall an Original was 


- 


3 owing the corruption, the Miſery, and finally the 
t Ruin of that Commonwealth; of all which, their 
breaking into that Inſtitution, concerning the Con- 
tinuance of their Magiſtrates, was the rst Cauſe, 
; ss Machiavel has very curiouſly obſerved, Tis true | | 
e this fatal Precedent was firſt given by the People | 
„ themſelves, yet afterward it Was never done by -—- 
fa them, nor for their Sakes ; happy had it been for 
s, the Romans if they had loſt Palwpolis by the Re- | 
F moval of Publius Philo; and if they had loſt a Battle, | 
a or a Province, by changing their Counſuls upon all | 
Ff the like Incidents, they would have preſerved Rome : 
A in Liberty and Vertue, and have left Liberty, the 
d beſt Inheritance, to their Children. What is the 
= eaining of a City, or Province, the Pretence for 
* ſuſpending a fundamental Maxim of Government, in | 
& Competition with the Liberty of 4 People? Ir is no | 
re Doubt, whenever the ſtrong Barrier of Freedom in 
as any Government is to be leapt over, or thrown down, 
t, ſome pretended Exigeney of State muſt be trumpt 
ws up to give Countenance to ſuch Proceedings; whilſt 


>N the Evil, that lies lurking under this ſpecious Show 
a- | WY is concealed rom the Sight of the Pub- 
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How happy are we in this Nation, who are out 
of a Poſſibi Nt s ſuffering the Miſeries which ruin'd 
old Rome; where every Order of our Conſtitution 
is ſo well obſerved, and where that Conſtitution is, 
in one Reſpe&t, ſo much more excellent, than that 
of Rome in Fa vour of the People; for whereas that 
People had but two Perſons to repreſent their 
aubole Body in the Senate, viz. their Tribunes; we are 
allowed above five Hundred; and, I hope, it will 
be own'd that to Perſons may be much eaſier cor= | 
rupted than five Hundred. Yet Machiavel ſays, that, | 
in the Space of five Hundred Years, the Roman 
People never had once a Cauſe to repent them | 
of the Choice of their Tribunes. Indeed they held 
their Office but a Year; and, the firft Time they | 
continued them longer, they repented of it, as has 
# been already ſhown. | > 
Rm We have ſaid, they had but two Tribunes, an 
_- we have five Hundred Repreſentatives, who do 
* not only farft propeſe and enact all our Laws; 
but they ſtand as a Barrier to defend us againft 
the Deſigns of a Court or a N (If a Court 
or a Miniſtry could have any Deſigns to the Pre- 
judice of the Publick) They are choſen from among 
pur ſelves, without Bribery or the leaſt Corruption 
| n procuring their Election; It is not an Honour 
they ſeek to make Money of, or gain Preferment by; 
they only ſubmit to it to ſerve their Fellow-SubjeQts ; 
3 indeed they had an Allowance from their 
Boroughs during their Seſſions, but now they 
are above ſuch mercenary Conſiderations ; there- 
fore, when I hear Men ſay (as I daily do) that 
| the preſent Parliament will continue, I laugh at 
their Ignorance, becauſe I know it is impoſſible. 
The Reaſon why I ſpeak this with ſo much Aſſu- 
rance, is, becauſe it cannot be done without their 
own Act. Indeed were it put to the Voices of the 
{ People I don't doubt but with one Conſent they 
1 would agree for their Continuance, without ex- 
[ septing a Man; but fince it depends upon them- 
EE | ſelves, 
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ſelves, I am willing to believe there is not one Man: 
in that bononreble Athaably; but who, like another 
Titus Quintius, would be for deftroying bad Prece- 
= dents already paſt, rather than for making new. 


ay 
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Extinguere Hoſtem, maxima eſt virtus Ducis : | 
Servare cives, major eſt Patriæ Patri.  Senec- 


* 


F HE Lord HALLIFAX, in his State 
| Maxims, has made the following fine Re- 
mark, that a People may let a King fall, 
yet ftill remain a People; but if a King let his 
People ſlip from him, he is no longer to be eſteem' d 
a King. By this he would have us underſtand, 
that it is not the Poſſeſſion of the Crown and Scep - 
ter, the Strength of Guards, and the Command of 
Treaſuries, that make the King; for theſe: are 
common to Tyrants and Uſurpers ;. but it: is the Af- 
fections of the Subjects alone that can create Royalty. 
To be hated, is to be a Tyrant ;, for a general 
Hatred of a People never fell upon any Prince, or 
Miniſter, unleſs it was provoked by Injuries. The 
great Auguſtus had. theſe Thoughts of it, and was 
ſo delicate upon this Head, that upon the De- 
tection of Cinna's. Conſpiracy againſt his Life, he 
not only forgave: him, but preferr'd him to the 
Conſulate, with this memorable Saying, That be did 
not think himſelf worthy to live, if his Death was be- 
come the - Intereſt of any Citizen of Rome,  _. _ 
But theſe „ Generoſity are too old 
to be followed; another Sort of Politicks governs 
the World now, and therefore I will return to. 
my Lord Hallifax, who tells us, That there muſt 
% be Condeſcentions from the Throne, like kind: 
os | 4. «-Shower$s 
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* Showers from Heaven, that the Prince may look 
«fo much the more like the Almighty's Deputy up- 
% on Earth; for Power without Love has a ter- 
rifying Aſpect, and the Worſhip which is paid 

„ it, is like that which the Indians give out of Fear | 
« to wild Beaſts and Devils. He that fears the 
« King, only becauſe he can puniſh, would wiſh 
« there were no King; ſo that without ſome Prin- 
« ciple. of Love, there can be no true Allegiance; 
« and there muft remain perpetual Seeds of Re- 
„ ſiſtance againſt a Power that is built upon ſuch 
« an unnatural Foundation as that of Fear and 
„Terror. All Force is a kind of foul Play, and 
« whoſoever aims at it himſelf does, by Implica- 
* tion, allow it to thoſe he plays with; ſo that 
« there will be ever Matter remaining in the 

„ Minds of the People, when they are provoked ; 

6c 

1 
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and the Prince, to fecure himſelf, muſt live in 
© the midſt of his own Subjects as if he were in 
« a conquer'd Country; maintain Force, as if he 
« yere to reſiſt an Invaſion; and all the while 
«ſleep as unquiet from the Fear of the Reme- 
« dies, as he did from that of the Diſeaſe, it be- 
* ing hard for him to forget, that more Princes 
„ have been deſtroyed by their Guards than by 
their People. Wo 05 4 
This, according. to the Opinion of our noble 
Author, is the Condition of tyrannical Princes; ſo 
; - that Kings, if they would be ſafe and free, ought 
F not to be arbitrary. The Prince who never has 
b | done, nor never intends to do, any Thing to pro- 
voke the People, will think a ffanding Army a very 
| unneceſſary Charge; after the Conſpiracy of Cinna 
by was diſcovered, the Senate were doubling tho 
|! Guards of Ceſar, and taxing the People for that 
| Purpoſe'; but he refuſed it, ſaying, be deſired to Tive 
'F no longer than while every Citizen of Rome ſpeuld be 
i ' bis Guard. "Tis certain that Millions of Guards 
| cannot defend a Prince againſt a Conſpiracy, or an 
bl. A aſſnation; and a few will ſerve for State and Dig- | 
: 5 | 8 5 py nity, 
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wity, and for hindering Majeſty from falling into 
yr: net Such a Number all good Subjects will 

allow, and no more- willingly; therefore, in thoſe 
Countries where Bodies of diſciplined 'Troops are 
-maintained, tis for ſome other Deſign than that 
of guarding the Perſon of the Prince. 5 


As for our Parts, we have the good Fortune ne- 
ver to ſtand in need of maintaining a diſciplined 
Army; our Situation is a better Defence to us than 
a hundred thouſand Men in Arms; if we have a 
War, tis in Defence of our Trade, and the Scene 
of Action muſt be the Ocean; if we take Part in Aa 
foreign War, to keep the Ballance of Power equal, 
Ve ſend our Forces abroad, or hire Foreigners; 
fo that either our People never need feel the Bur- 
then of quartering Soldiers. 
F But we have digreſt a little from our firſt Subject, 
Which was to ſhew that the Happineſs of a Prince 
is dependant upon the Love of the Subject. And 
when we reflect that he can be neither great, ſafe, | 
nor happy without it, tis a Wonder there ſhould 1 
be ſuch a Thing as an arbitrary Prince in the 
World: But we don't confider how They are 
governed by others; their Servants and Miniſters 
muſt be ſupported in Pride, Wealth, and Power; 
they muſt revel in Luxury and State; and, like 
Leeches, ſuck up the Subliftance of a thouſand Fa- 
milies. The People muſt be loaded with 'Taxes, 
and ftarve to ſupport thoſe Wretches in Grandeur ; 
then muſt the Prince take arbitrary Meaſures, to 
protect theſe from the Puniſhment of their Crimes. 
Some Caſuiſts maintain, that where Juſtice is de- 
nied a Man, he may take it by Foree; this would 
be a dangerous Doctrine in ſome Countries, eſpe- 
cially againft the Tools and Inſtruments of Power. 
If in France, for Example, which we look upon to 
be an rz Government, a Man had found 
himſelf ruined by ſome Fraud of Government, and 
ſhould ſee the Minions of the Court grown wan- 
ton With the Plunders of his Fortune, and that of 
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ten Thouſand others, perhaps, he would ſtop him 
in the Street, and pull him headlong from his Cha- 
riot. A Wretch that attempts to ſteal a Handker- 
chief, if he is diſcovered, is worried by the Mul- 
titude ſometimes even to Death ; but one of theſe, 
who has devoured a Family at every Meal, muſt 
keep the Injured in Awe, and thinks himſelf mer- 
ciful, if he does not puniſh them for complaining 
of their Miſeries = SEES 
It would tempt one to think that when Men are 
made Miniſters of State, they don't: only lay aſide 
all Love for their Country, but even renounce Huma- 
nity it ſelf; ſuch is the Oppreſſion they practice 
upon the People to inrich themſelves. Under bad 
Minifters Men grow diſpirited and idle; and our 
| Nation would be in the Circumſtances my Lord 
1 Hallifax apprehended it, when he ſuſpected its Mi- 
lt niſtry to be under a Foreign Influence, like a rich 
| Mine, made uſeleſs for want of being wrought ; 
l then tho' made by our happy Situation not only 


© ſafer, but if we pleaſe greater too, than other 

ll © Countries, that far exceed us in Extent : Then 

= £ tho' having Courage by Nature, Learning by Induſtry, 

l © and Riches by Trade, we ſhould fo far corrupt all 

. © theſe Advantages, as to make them infignificant ; 

9 nnd by a Fatality which ſeems peculiar to us, miſ- 

| 4 place our active Rage againſt one another, while 
« we are turned into Statues on that Side, where 

\ © lies our greateſt Danger, ſo as to let our Ifland 

lie, like a great Hulk in the Sea, without either 

Rudder or Sail, all rhe Men caft away in her; 
or, as if we were all Children in a great Cradle, 
aud rocked aſleep to a Foreign une. 
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1 SEE our News- Papers crowded with Adyer- 


tiſements from Gentlemen, who are 'courting- 
the Voices of their Countrymen for the en- 


ſuing Elections; the common Style or Wheedle- 
that many of them make uſe of; is, that they have 
faithfully ſerved their Country in Parliament alrea-- 
dy; this they modeſtly preſume is not to be diſputed: 


of any Member of this ſeven Years Parliament, and. 
for my Part, I ſhall not difpute it neither: But: 


hope I may, without Offence, make ſome Remarks 
upon the Commonwealth of Rome. 2 


J 
L ks 


I think I cannot better introduce this Subject 
than by a Diſconrſe that was not ſo proper to be: 
made before: That it is the Authority which the 
Citizens take upon themſel ves, not that which is en- 


truſted to them by the People's free Voices, which 


deſtroys the publick Liberty. This Sentence is ta- 


ken from Machiavel, and is ſpoke in his Remarks up- 


on the Roman Commonwealth; and te prove the- 
Truth of this, we may bring Sy#a and Marius for 


Examples, who being at firſt created Conſuls, eon 


tinued themſelves ſo afterwards by Force, and it 
will be too long to enumerate what Depredations, 
and Taxes upon the People followed theſe extraor - 
dinary Steps; let it ſuffice, that whenever a Magi-- 


ſtrate took ſuch Meaſures, it was not for the Good.of? 
the int = * 3 4 2 


Therefore it is plain, that there may be. a Ty⸗ 
ranny in a Commonwealth, as well as a Monarchy, 
or deſpotick Government, without any Change in 
its Form of Government, where the Legiſlative- 
Part of that Commonwealth, being choſen by the 
People, take to themſelves a longer, or larger Com- 


miſſion than they were entruſted with; for the? 
Truſt which is repoſed in them, is in the Nau 
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of other Contracts, and they are the Servants ae 
well as the Repreſentatives of the People ; if the 
People chuſe a Magiſtrate, or Set of Magiſtrates to 
ſerve and repreſent them for a Year, and they 
continue to exerciſe their Power, and make Laws 
by their own Authority beyond that Time, they 
Ceaſe from that Time to be the Repreſentatives of 
the People; for how can they be called their Ser- 
vants, ho have made 9 — Maſters, or ra- 
ther Tyrants ? There is no Rhetorick in this Rea- 
ſoning, nor is there Occaſion for any in a Caſe 

here Truth and Plainneſs is clear to every Man's 
Vnderſtanding. Let us appeal to all the Common- 
wealths now in the World, or that ever have been, 
to find an Inſtance where the Elected of the People 
ha ve ſet up to act by their own Authority, after the 
Time for which they were choſen, was expired; I 
ay, without its being counted Uſurpation. The ten 

lagiſtrates whom the People of Rome choſe to 
make and enat Laws, inſtead of their Conſuls and 
Tribunes, for theſe twenty Centuries by the Con- 
Lent of the Writers of all Nations, have been call'd 
the ten Tyrants, yet no Man ever denied but that 
theſe at firſt were lawful Magiſtrates, being elected 
by free Voices, and without the wicked Arts that 
are NOW praktiſing 5 ue to biaſs and corrupt * 
Men in their Choice. - Theſe, I lay, being elected 
for a Year, behaved themſelves with great Modeſty 

at firſt, eſpecially Appius, one of them, diſſembled 
fo well that he made himſelf Popular; ſo that 
their Year being expired there came on a new E- 

leftion, and accordingly ten were choſen, 'of which 
Number Appius again was one; but he now grey. 
weary of wearing the Mask of Virtue, and there- 
fore began to exerciſe his Power in an extravagant 
Manner; the reft, as profligate as himſelf, followed 
his Example, fo that they made themſelves arbitra- 
ry, taking away all Appeals to the People; but the 
Day drawing near which was to finiſh their Lear, 
they were diſtracted hoy to ſecure png but 
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having a Party amongſt the moſt Diſſolute, which 


they ſecured by indulging them in their Riots, and 
bribing them with the, Goods of Perſons they con- 


demned on purpoſe ; with which Gifts, as theſe 
Men being corrupred, Titus Livy expreſſes it, Quibus 


Donis Inventus corrumpebatur ut malebat Licentiam ſu- 
am quam Omnium Libertatem, had more Regard to 


a licentious Life than the Liberty of their Coun- 


try. Thus ſtrengthened, they reſolved to continue 


themſelves by their own Authority, which Action 


of their's, Machiavel calls, Holding the Government 
HANES... 3 
Thus began the Tyranny of the Decemvirate, 


who, at firſt, were lawful Magiſtrates, but became 


Tyrants by ON their Magiſtracy without the 
Conſent of the People ; and, I preſume, no Man 
will ſay but that any other ten Men in Rome, if 
they had equal Power, might have ſet themſelves. 
up as well as theſe, and their Right had been as. 
gods The chuſing of Magiſtrates being, as we have 
aid, a Contract betwixt the EleQors and Elected, 
it cannot be renewed without the Conſent of both 
Parties; this is Law as well as plain Reaſon, and 


has been the Senſe of all Nations, ever; fince Men 


firſt entered into Societies, and formed Governments 
for their common Safety and Defence. _  _ 
_ Thoſe who argue on the other Side, muſt fpeak 
againſt the Light of their Underftar.dings, if they 
have any. It is ſuppoſing all Government precari- 
ous, and bullt upon no Foundation; for if the E- 
lected of the People have a Power of continui 

themſelves by their own Authority a Year beyo 

their Time, they may do it for ſeven Years, nay 
for ever, or even make it hereditary, and thereby 
take from the People the Right of electing their 
own Lawgivers; a Conſtitution that has no better a 
Baſis than this, muſt be overturned the firſt time 


* 


that wicked Men get into her Magiſtracy, which in 


a Revolution of Time may happen to every Country 
WW 
5 , But 
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But it. is needleſs to enforce an Argument which 
ts already allowed by the common Conſent of: Man- 
kind. —— The Romans uſed their Ten, like Ty- 
rants ;. they. roſe up againſt them, put fome into Pri- 
ſon, where, in Deſpair, they deſtroyed themſelves, 
and the reſt fled and were never heard of more. 
What we have to obſerve in the Caſe of the De- 
cemvirate, is the Cunning and Diſguiſe they firſt- 
made uſe of to engage the People's Voices; that af- 
| terwards having abuſed their Truſt, they were, in. 
a Manner, obliged to. make themſelves arbitrar- 
ry. From whence we may conclude, that 
Male-Adminiſtration will, unleſs the ſtrong Hand 
of Providence interpoſes, always end in 'Ty-- 
ranny. | LT - 1 


— 


LETTER XVII. 


Worſe than the Plagues avas oer ye 5 
du. dere devoted al 5 | 
To Proſerpine, and Mother-Earth.. Dryden OE d.. 


O Hiſtorians have taken Notice, that the 


People, after the Diſſolution of their Par- 
liaments, when the Members could no lon- 
ger plead their Privileges, have given them 
Nick-Names, and applied to them Epithets in Ho- 
nour or Derogation of their Behaviour. Thus, in 
the fifricth Year of the Reign of Edward the Third, 
there was a. Parliament which was called the 
GOOD Parliament, which Parliament, one of our. 
Hiſtorians however ſays, did à great deal of Miſchief, 
In the tenth of Richard the Second, there was one 
which was called the Parliament that «prought Wonders, 
In the twelfth of the ſame Prince there was the 
GREAT Parliament : In the ſame Reign there was 
one Which yas. ſtiled the MARVELLOUS Par lia 
5 FF mem : 


MiIscELLANYT LETTERS. 87 
ment : That of the fifth of Hemy the Fourth was. 
nick named the UNLEARNED Parliament; becauſe- 
the Sheriffs were appointed, that none ould be cho- 
ſen abo bad any Knowledge in the Laws of the Land; 
In the Reign of Charles the Firſt we read of the- 
LONG Parliament, and, under the Commenevealth, of 
the RUMP parliament; but whether the preſent 
Age or Poſterity will be ingenious enough to find 
a Term, or Epithet, to comprehend all the won- 
derful Actions of our late Parliament, ſo as to give 
them a proper Name, I am at a Loſs to think; how- 
ever, we thall make bold te ſtile them the HO- 
NEST Parliament, till ſome Body elſe will fit em: 
with a better Name. . | 8 
| The STALE Parliament, which fat in the Reign 
of Harry the Eighth, has often been ſtigmatized with- 
the Name of the Parliament of Slaves; the Reaſon 
is, that they never minded the Affairs of the Peo- 
ple, but only met to raiſe Taxes, oppreſs the Subject, 
and do the vile Drudgery of the Court; we have no- 
thing to obſer ve upon this, only, that it was a conti - 
nued Parliament. 30 
As to our late Parliament, we ſhall date their 
Merit from the repealing of the TRIENNIAE Ar; 
tho' it cannot be diſputed: but that they had done 
ſome Things before, which will not be forgot, and 
which gave them ſo good an Opinion of themſelves, 
that they reſolved to continue without the Conſent. 
of thoſe that ſent them. | 3255 
But we have already proved, that every Magi-. 
ſtrate, elected by the People, who preſumes to con- 
tinue himſelf by his own Authority, is an Ufurper 
in Proportion to that Degree of. Power which he 
exerciſes. _ 5 1 88 3 
It is now Time to look forward, and inform our 
Countrymen, that when corrupted Men have 
brought a Nation into Miſery, there is a Neceſlity 
for looking out for the moſt virtuous to revive her 
languiſhing State. In order to which, it ſtands up- 
on you to be inquiſitive into the Characters of Fob 
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who put themſelves forward to your Choice, and, 
in this, perhaps, ſome Regard is to be had to com- 
mon Fame; for tho' common Fame is ſometimes a 
Liar, yet a very great Politician ſays, that fe never 
ſpeaks ſo true, as when ſbe ſpeaks ili of Men. I would 
not by this be an Advocate for Calumny or Detra- 
Qion, the baſeſt and moſt cowardly of all Vices ; 
but I know of no Reſpe& due to Villains, in an Af- 
fair of this Importance. Since great Mens Reputa- 
tions are become ſo ſore, it is no Wonder they ſhould 
be afraid of having them touched; it is the Guiliy, 
and not the Innocent, that would make it ſcandalous 
to ſpeak Truth. When Honour was in the World, 
it was counted the Duty of one honeſt Citizen to 
declare and publiſh to the People the Follies and 
Vices of every Man who ſtood Candidate for an 
Office; and this Fabius Maximus, who was ſtiled 
the Father of his Country, did at Rome; as may be 
ſeen by an Oration he made to the People in the 
Time of the ſecond Punick War, when Titus Ottaci- 
ius ſtood for Conſul; He judg'd they were not ac- 
quainted with his Want of Capacity, therefore in 
his Harangue he made publick all the Follies and 
Vices of that Man, upon which he was ſet aſide, 
and a worthier choſen in his Room. And this was 
counted a vertuous Action in Fabius. e 
But, perhaps, there may not be the ſame Ne- 
ceſſity among us of ſearching into the Characters of 
our CANDIDATES ; for I think Hypocriſy is not 
the Vice of this Age : If Bribery be ee againſt 
ſome, it is publick; every Man knows it; it is 
ſearce denied; wherefere we ſhall ſay nothing of 
thoſe who were Members of our laff Parliament, 
and ſer up for this. Let their Virtues ſpeak for 
them; bur as we have been importuned, by ſeveral 
[Letters from the Country, to print the Lift of thofe 
who voted for repealing che TRIENNIAL B77, be- 
canſe the People in the Country might not be de- 
ceiv'd, we haye done it at the End of this Diſ- 
5 Lon 
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Tou therefore that make a Buftle in Favour of 
Men who have broke into the Conſtitution of Parlia- 
ments, who have conſequently betray'd the Truft 
already repoſed in them by their Countrymen, and 
who by a Condu&, that will ſcarce be believed 
hereafter, involved all Degrees of Men in Mis- 
fortune and Diſtreſs, what do you do more than con- 
feſs your ſelves Hirelings ? But conſider the Money 
you receive from theſe Men will be drawn from 
ou with Intereſt, you muſt pay it in Taxes again; 
beſides, they who have any Remorſe ſhould con- 
fider, thar, if they receive Money for returning 
corrupt Men, they rob their honeſt Neighbours 
who were net to be corrupted, but yer will be tax'd 
_ impoveriſh'd to pay the Wages of the others 
Villainy. TP ME. | 

But this is not the moſt fatal Part of the Conſe- 
| quence, you have Reaſon to believe ſuch Men will 
continue themſelves ; a STANDING Parliament is 
a dreadful Thing; but it is generally attended with 
another Thing more dreadful, that is a STANDING 
Army. We read, that the Negroes in Guiney ſell the 
Priſoners which they take in the Wars for Slaves; 
but we ſeldom hear of any who ſell themſelves, or 
their Children, | 

Bur if all that can be ſaid will not inſpire you 
with Virtue enough to reſiſt the vile Temptations 
which are offer'd you, make the moſt of this, which, 
perhaps, will be your laſt Stake; and go and meet 
the Candidates, with this Bill upon your Foreheads 
=— — SLAVES tobe SOLD. - . 
Therefore, if this Parliament ſhould be return'd 
by Bribery, and you ſhould find them hereafter loa- 


ding you with Taxes, and ſacrificing all your Rights 


to the Pleaſures of a devouring MINISTRY (if ſuch 

a one there ſhould be) preſume not to ſay that you 

are betray'd ; for you are in the Conſpiracy againſt 

your ſelves; and every Man, who ſells his Voice, is 

a Fudas and a Betrayer ; and there will be no Re- 
8 medy 
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dy for you, but to imitate Fudas in his Repentance too, 
Þ and hang your ſe] ves, 


— „ „ 
But we have ſome Reaſon to hope better Things 1 
from our Countrymen, the Spirit of H:xefty is not a 
a 

0 


quite extin& among them; what has lately paſt in 
the Corporation of Reading ſhews there are Men a- 
mong us who have a Senſe of Liberty; their cafting 
their Eyes upon two Gentlemen who ſhunn'd Popu- . 
I:rity, and whom they could have no Inducement to 1 
think of, but from the worthy Character they bore i 
: 
I 
. 
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among their Countrymen, is a worthy Inftance. The 
Citizens of London and Weſtminſter ſeem well diſpo- 

ſed ; and, I dare ſay, no Arts will prevail upon 
them to return ſuch as have once betray'd them; ſo 
that if other Places will follow theſe good Exam- 

ples, we may expect to ſee better Days. 2: | 


P=IS 
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LETTER „ 


To the FREEHOLDERS and other ELECTORS- 
of Great Britain. - N 


— Mznet alta Mente repoſtum. Virg- 
V are not to be ſurpriz'd that we are ſo 


vehement with you upon the Subject of your 
| preſent Choice of REPRESENTATIVES :- 
It is the Cauſe of Liberty which we plead, and we. 
are the more earneſt in it, leaſt it ſhould be the laſt 
Opportunity we ſhould have of ſpeaking in that 
Cauſe, or you of exerting your ſelves in it. For, 
if a Set of Miſcreants ſhould prevail, Truth will. 
be a kind of Treaſon; and every Pen muft be ſi- 
lent that is not employ'd in flattering Pride and. Op- 
preſſion. | | : | | 


But,, 
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But, methinks, the dreadfal Remembrance of a 
miſtaken Choice ſhould remain too freſh in your 
Minds not to have ſome Effect upon you; look back, 
and tremble at the Tranſaions of ſeven Years paſt, 
and beware how you put your ſelves in the Power 
of the ſame Perſons again. e | | 
We read of a King of Egypt who finiſh'd one of 
the Pyramids in ſeven Years ſo ſtrong, that he chal- 
leng'd any ſucceeding Monarch to demoliſh the ſame 
in Aker times ſeven ; your late Truftees have done 
as great Wonders as this in a different Way; for they 
may challenge their Sueceſſors to repair in ſeventy 
Years, what they confounded in leſs than a ſeventh Part 
of that Time. = x | 
It is with infinite Concern I hear, that ſeveral 
honeſt Gentlemen, who have been ſollicited by the 
People to repreſent them in the future PARLIA- 
MENT, have declind their Voices; their Excuſe 
is, that they ſee which Way Things are going, and 
therefore will not have the Diſgrace of ſitting in 
ſach a Parliament. Thus a poor Nation is to be a- 
bandon d to Pimps and Paraſites for a miſtaken Point 
of Honour. But I muſt inform theſe Gentlemen, 
that there was a Law amongſt the Athenians, that, 
in a Time of civil Broils or Commotions, whoever 
ſtood neuter was to be look d upon as infamous, and 
a Traytor to his Country; becauſe they judg'd that 
ſuch Men only lay by to ſee which Side would pre- 
vail that they might join with the ſucceſsful Party. 
I know that the Gentlemen, of whom we are ſpeak- 
ing, have nothing like this in View; if they would 
0 with the Betrayers of their Country, they would 
e careſt by them at all Times; but their Crime is 
an Indolence and Lazineſs not to be forgiven; they 
deſpair of being able to do their Country any 
Service, and therefore will give themſelves no 
Trouble. Gy A . ö Fo 
But is the Cauſe of HONESTY thus to be aban- 
don'd ? No, Gentlemen, you ſhould ſtand by it, while 
there is a Gaſp of Hope left. The Diſgrace you oy 
T7 end 
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hend is merely imaginary, the Few who oppoſed 


all the miſchievous Things done by the late Parlia- 
ment againſt the People, have acquir'd greater Glo- 
ry than did the ten Thouſand GRECIANS under 


MILTIADES, who defended their Country againſt 


u hundred Thouſaud PERSIANS at Maratbon. Their 


Reputations ſhall be reſcu'd from the Infamy of the 
reſt, and their Names, many Ages hence, ſhall found 
ſweetly in the Ears of honeſt Men, tho Tyranny 
fhould prevail. | 


It is true that you are poor, the greater will be 
your Virtue, if you reſiſt Temptation; your late Miſ- 
repreſentatives were of Opinion, that Poverty was the 


firſt wy to prepare you for Servizude ; and you all 
know the Wanders they haye work'd to 'bring that 


about. Your Soil has been as fruicful, rhe Heavens 


as kind, your Trade as open, and your Induſtry 


as great, for theſe ſeven Years paſt, as ever; yet 
are you reduc'd to a Miſery not to be expreſs'd. 
How then is this to be accounted for? 'There is 


ſcarce one of you but knows, to whoſe Charge 
this is to be laid; tis neither to Peftilence, nor Fa- 


mine, you can attribute this; but yet you have bad 


your Plagues. v7 ö ; 8 
But how comes it that the ſame Men, who have 
brought theſe Calamities upon you, ſhould again 


be the moſt forward in demanding your Suffrages ? 
They preſume upon your Necefficies, they judge of 


you from their own Natures ; thinking all Things 
mercenary and baſe, like themſelves. They ſuppoſe 


your Virtue and Reſentments ſunk, and that your very 
Souls are gone after your Money, Otherwiſe how 
' ſhould we ſee ſuch a Rabbte of SENATORS: now 


preſſing for your Voices ? Perſons not known amongſt 


+ye? Ye Men of Reading, and you of Somerſetſpire and 
Wiltfoire, if theſe ftrange Creatures ſhould-come a- 


gain to ſeduce ye, ask them, from whence they come? 
Who are they? Of chat Nation? Of wvhat Tribe? How 
comes it that their Names were never heard of 


among Men, till within theſe few Years? Or Ne 


8 
* . 
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| they any Names? Bid them go ſeek a Land beyond 
the Sea to own them; but they think it their Ime- 
reſt ro appear where they are not known ; and you 
take it for a Rule, that when a Man is aſham'd © 
of owning his Country, tis becauſe he was deſpi- 
ſed in it. VV 6 
Some of our Boroughs have been ſo charitable 
to adopt the Sons of the People ; theſe are a Kind of 
Perſons, who being the Diſgrace of their Parents, 
are never own'd; they ſeldom know their Fathers, 
and ſeldomer their Mothers; if the Parents are 
poor, they are dropt upon Dunghils, or left at Doors, 
and ſo become part of the Pari Goods; if the Pa- 
rents are of Condition, they are ſent out to be 
nouriſh'd, and receive their Subſiſtance from un- 
T known Hands; thus they are in a State of Inde- 
| pendency, not bound by any Ties of Blood, or Kin- 
dred, and in the Condition of thoſe bred up in the 
Grand Seignior's Seraglio, who knowing neither 
Country, nor Family, are ſuppes'd to be the beſt 
Tools to exerciſe arbitrary Power with, as being 
without any natural Tenderneſs for any. Society or 
—_— What our Freeholders can expect from 
one of theſe, I can't tell, nor Why they chuſe 
them, unleſs it be for the ſake of a ſeſt; that the 
Parliament can't be the true REPRESENTA- 
TIVES of the People without having ſome Baſtards 
among them. : - | os Un ns 
But the ſame Reaſon that ſhould exclude theſe, 
ought to exclude all Strangers; they would not put 
themſelves upon you, if they were lik d where they 
were known: A Seat in Parliament is neeeſſary for 
their private Intereſts, therefore they muft get it 
where they can, and how they can; and you that 
are brib'd by theſe, ſhould conſider that it is bur 
borrowing Money at three hundred per Cent, Intereſt, 
Conſider what every Man's Share will come to, from 
ſeven Years heavy Taxes ? Nor are you ſure the 
Burthen will end there.. 5] wh 
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Thoſe, who were born amongſt you, will have a 
Kind of a Family Care and Tenderneſs for your 
Welfares ; theſe Strangers will not ſee you in your 
Miſeries, and if they did, they would nor piry you; 
for they will take it, that they bought you fairly: 
but Men, bred up together, muſt naturally have 
an Affection for each other, and therefore it is 
from ſuch a Care and Vigilance for your Safeties 
that is to be expected. | TY ol 
But, I thi k, it will be neceſſary to point out to 
|. you what Sort of Men you are not to chooſe; and 
to give you ſome publick Marks by which you 
may know your Euemies. | 85 Oe. 
We gave you in our laſt a Lift of Men, who 
for their Number are not to be matched in an 
Country in the World; it was by their Votes that 
you are brought into your preſent Miſeries. To 
err is common to Man,; but that ſuch a Number 
ſhould go on in a premeditated Courſe of Miſchief, ſtu- 
dying to oppreſs and impoveriſs their Countrymen, is 
very ſtrange: — Quid non Mortalia pectora cogit ; 
Auri ſacra Fames? © e e 
The repealing the Triennial Bill was an Act fo 
big with Miſchief, that it may be compared to the 
TROJAN Horſe, which was introduced with a pre- 
tended Shew of Good; while the Ruin and Deſtruction 
of a wwhole NATION lay Jerking within it. 
This violent Way of Mens uſurping to themſelves 
the Power of making Laws without the Conſent 
of their Principals, would have been puniſhed with 
Death in any Conftitution in the World but yours; 
they walk about amongſt you without Fear of Re- 
venge ; this Clemency of yours deſerves its Praiſes, 
as 1t eee the Crimes of thoſe who have 
wronged you; then let them be only puniſhed with 
your Contempt and Scorn. . 5 
If you are tempted to betray your Liberties for Gold, 
imitate the Vertue of the Romans, who, when Spa- 
rius Caſſius made an Oration to that People, and 
offered to divide amongſt them the Money * 
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the publick Corn was ſold for, which was brought 
from Sicily, not a Man would accept of ir; they 
ſuſpedting, that he had ſome Deſign upon their LI- 
BERTIES. | oe | 
| Imvitate the ſame People, who ſought for Vertue 
-whereſoever it lay hid; Cincinnatus was fetched 
from the Plough to ſave the Commonwealth; and 
after he had delivered his Country from all its 
Fears, he returned again as poor as he ſet out; 
do you ſeek, I ſay, for Vertue in private Life, for 
I'll veniure to ſay, you will not eaſily find it in 
publick Poſts or Employments. _ 2-8 
Avoid making Choice of Fools; I mean, Men of 
poor Underſtandi:.gs and weak Capacities ; there 
are ſome, who can acquit chemſelyes well enough 
in the common Offices of Life, they can eat, drink, 
ſleep, and wear good Cloaths, but have not Judge- 
ment enough to know when they ought to ſay Tes, 
or when No. I ſay, do not prefer ſuch Men as theſe 
for the Sake of this or that Party; for, by a late 
ſad-Example, you know, that Fools may be cor- 
rupted as well as Men of Senſe; a Smile at Court, 
a Bir of a Title, or ſome filly Feather in the Cap, 
will carry one of theſe as great Lengths, as a Place 


or Penſion will a cunning Man. 

Next, Gentlemen, beware how you eleC common 
Plunderers: Tis hard to give you ſo bad an Idea of 
theſe, as they deſerve; but they are ſuch Men as 
ſhew a publick- ſpirited Fury, when they are caſtiered 
of their Empl:yments; and never ceaſe barking at 
the Court till they get in again. Then all this Zeal 
is turned againſt the People, and they are conti- 
nually forming Schemes to fleece their Country; 
becauſe they are to ſhare the Spoil. Such Men 
as theſe would commit any Crime for Money, if 
they were but ſafe from Puniſhment. And what 
can we think of you, Gentlemen, who choſe ſuch - 
as theſe ? Muſt we not judge of you by your Re- 
preſentatives ? "Tis highly probable, that if the 
College of NEWGATE had a Right of ſending 


Mem- 


19 
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Members to Parliament, they would return none bur 
r 2 te £3 5 
Take Care of thoſe who fawn upon you, and 
feign Repentance.; ſome of them will tell you they 
did not think theſe Acts could be of ſo bad Conſe- 
quence; if you believe them, you ought to ſet them 
aſide for want of Capacity. | 7 | 
7 But it is moſt probable that you will not be- 
| lieve them; for a Repentance juſt timed, as if it 
look d to ſerve a Turn, is to be ſuſpected; beſides, 


it is the common Opinion, that this is not an Age 2 
_ to turn honeſt in: There is nothing to be got by y 
i it but a good Name; and when that is once loſt, it | 8 
't is never to be recover'd again. A Man muſt begin y 
1 well, who aims at that; and I believe theſe Gentle- 0 
men have been long out of the Road. 3 
4 5 If you return ſuch as have already betrayed their 2 
5 Truſt, you ſubſcribe to your own Ruins. A bare 4 
1 Promiſe of a better Behaviour for the future is but w 
1 a poor Security for ſuch great Conſiderations as the ſo 
1 lj. Truſt of LIBERTY and PROPERTY. Beſides, /} ©, 
{ 


g when Men are once plunged into Wickedneſs, they 
1 ſeldom become clean afterwards ; Filth grows fa- 
miliar to them, and they don't attempt to appear 
better; as if they thought it was waſhing the 
Blackmore white. I ſhall conclude with an Ob- 
ſervation of a very great Author, that there are 
1 ſome Men in the World from æubom a Change of Manners 
1 is not to be expected; that it would be even Ingratitude in 
them to turn honeſt, ſince they owe all they are worth 
in the World to their Roguery, © 1 8 
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 HO' it muſt: be confefs'd 


_ Political Eſſays, there are a N Part of 
your Readers, I doubt not, that wiſh, when the 


Subject of the Nation does not of Neceſſity ingraſs . 


your Paper, you would give ſome Room for Diſ- 
courſes of Entertainment. As I am a great Friend 
to CRITICISM my ſelf,” I do not mean the dry, 
cavilling Part of that Science, but the Obſervation of 


Things inſteuct ing, as well as juftly ' grounded, it 


would pleaſe me to ſee you turn your Thoughts 


ſometimes that Way. 


Te late excellent Mr. 4D DTS N wrote. a 
great many SPECTATORs merely critical, to ſhew 
the Extent and Sublimity of MILTO N. Genn, 


the Scope and Variety of his Images and Machinery, 


and the Number of Paſſages in Which he has ei- 
ther imitated, or excell'd Homer and Virgil, through- 


out his divine Poem of PARADISE, Loft. I Was 


thinking it might not be amiſs, as a Supplement 
ro ſuch Criticifms, to take Notice how far that 


Poet in ſeveral of his Epiſodes ſerves the Cauſe of 


Religion, by ' explaining many Things, with the 
Charme of his Verfification, Which, perhaps, lie a 


little contracted and obſeure in the holy Text ro 


vulgar Readers. I am about to conſider this in 


one Particular, which has pretty much fageered 
the Weak, and been a Field for Free-tbinkers to play 


with too great Latitude, I mean the Story of the 


Serpent tempting Eve to taſte of the Forbidden Fruit 


in Parad ſe. 
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The Weak comprehend thoſe who are either wa- 
vering and doubtful in Points of Faith, or very little 


underſtand a, aid '@ 1 they mould believe. 
wu 


Theſe therefore can no $ conceive (but from 


their Converſation with ESO P's Fables boy 2 | 


the whole Animal World have the Gift 
tion) how the Serpent, a Beaſt of the Field, 8 
dumb by Nature, ſhould tempt in Speeches che Mo- 


ther of Mankind to eat of the prohibited Fruit: 


Nor are they leſs at a Loſs to underſtand, of 


Advantage it ſhould be to the Serpent to ſe ce | 


the re to a Breach of God 5 poſitive Jojuny 


Rion. [= 


Give me: Leave to kay, chat the Poet finely helps 
out the Text in bath theſe Particulars ; as will eaſily. 
appear from à ſhort Examination of ſome Lircum⸗ 
ances in the Fable of bis Poem. 


MILTON begins with an . of the rebel= 


Tous els being fall'n from Happineſs, to the 
Vales of Hell and Regions of Sorrow; and brings 
them into a Conſultation by what, Arts and Exploits 
they might alleviate their preſent miſerable State. 
To attempt to regain their loſt Heav'n was a Pro- 


je& of no Hope, or Expedtation; Satan, therefore, 
who is ſuppos d to have learnt; that a newW World 


was about that Time to be created, and inhabited 


by Man, propoſes at leaſt; if poſſible, to diſappoint 


the great Creator, in the Subverſion of his new 
Work: He propoſes that this World, and the Na- 
ture of its. [ohabitants ſhould be exp lared ; as thence 
| ſome: Advantages might be 3 to himſelf and 


Partners in Miſe . or at Worſt, their common Re- 
„in alienating Man by Fraud 
from his Allegiance: to the Almighty. I muſt give 


ſentments ſati 


| Ra the Poet's own Words, which. —— in * 
n we the end _ this nee 8 


Some mene. AR may be bie 4 D X462 "of 
125 ſudden Onſet, _ with Hellfire 155 


Tu du fe. bis help 3 or gel 7 

Al as our on, and drive, as we ere n 
be punie Habitants ; or if not drive, 

| Seduce them to our Party, that their God _ 3 
May prove their Foe, and with e i 1 
4105 bis own Works, „ 


The propoſition is recei eo wi with ppl, wal 
| Satan, at his own Requeſt, 0 this i im- 
portant Expedition. Arri vin ng at 1 5 5 2 of this 
new World, he finds it ſtrictly guarded by Angels, 
whoſe Vigilance and Knowledge v4 knew well he 
could not elude in Perſon. He therefore waits for 

the Coverr of Night, and bethinks himſelf of a 
further Diſguiſe to carry on his pernicious Deſi en 
with Succeſs. By the Help of the Darkneſs the in 
ſidious Fiend traverſes the Globe with the narrow- 
eft Search, and as our Author e bimſelf, 
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1 In/peftion d 1 A | 
ar ev ry Creature, aubich 1 „ 
Vo ſt opportune migbt ſerve his Wiles, and 1 
The Serpent lane of all ibe Field. 


1 3 as 


As his ſuperior Intelligence help d him to ailtia: 
guiſh the e of Animals, he ſoon determined 
in the Choice of that Beaſt, whom he found of 
ſuch tranſcending Subtlety: He diſcovered a Ser- 
pent ſleeping on the — N whom he REES med 


; oy on as the Inſtrument of his Ws hie 

Z EG MN II. 
EF The Devil enter d, and, his brutal Senſe © ET 
x In Heart or Head Poſſe ing, ſoon WV e 

4 With Act intelligential, we „ 


It is to be obſerved, that the Nabe of its 2 
pent is eaſy and obvious to Reaſon after this In- 
troduftion : Nor does the Attempt upon our. 


FO appear, either 9 WT 4rrations "when | 


* wh - 


WEE 


We 
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wer are ſo plainly told its Agents and his Motives. 


Under the Diſguiſe of the Serpent, he firſt puts 
himſelf in the Woman's Way, curls himſelf in 


Wreaths before her, bows his enamell'd Neck, and 


licks the Ground on which ſhe trod, charms her 
Eye, and commands her Attention; and then ad- 
dreſſes her with Flattery, the Lure by which the 
whole Sex have ever ſince been drawn in. As Eve 
was not diſpleas'd with the Subſtance of his Com- 


pliments, her Curioſity only remain'd to be ſatis- 


fied by what ſtrange Myftery he was impower' d to 


utter vocal and articulate Sounds. And here the 


prerends to owe that Faculty. 


a: * 
oy 


* 


Poct's Art cannot be ſufficiently admir'd : How he 
makes the Serpent work into the Heart of Eve, by 
the Homage he pays to her: And how reaſonable 
he makes the Miracle of the Serpent ſpeaking, by 
the clear Account of the Accident to which he 


* 


As my entring on this Subject was with Deſign to 


make this Hiſtory, as it lies in Scripture, more ii. 


telligible to the Capacity of common Readers, I 


ſhall here tranſcribe the Speech, which the Poct 


makes for the Fiend to Eve at its full Length; up- 
on her enquiring of him by What Miracle he be- 


came endued with an human Voice. 
_ Empreſs of this fair World, reſplendent Eve, 
Eaſy is me it is to tell thee all | 4 
bat thou command ſt, and right thou fbould'ft Vobey'd : 
I «pas at firſt as other Bea ſts that graze 
be trodden Herb, of abject Th. ugl ts and low, 
AI was my Food, nor aught but Focd d ſcerned, 
Or Sex, and apprehended Nothing bigh + 
on a Day roving the Field, I chanc'd 
A goodly Tree far di ſtant to behold, 
_ Loaden with Fruit of faireſt Culours mixed, 
| Ruaddy and Gold: I nearer drew to gaze ; 
e the Boughs a ſavoury Odour blown, 
Grateful to Appetite, more pleas d my Senſe 
ban ſmell of ſaveeteſt Fenel, or the Teats 


of 


4] 
AZ 
Ty 


For bieb from Ground the Branches would requ re 


' Wanted not long, tho to this Shate retain 4 


0 
per Place for a Pauſe : Next Week 1 will remit to 


may obviare the Objections which I have heard 
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Of Ee, or Goat, dripping- with Milk at En, 
Unſuck'd of Lamb, or Kid, that tend their Plaz. 

To ſatisfy the arp Deſire I had : 
Cf taſting thoſe 2 Apples, I reſolved 

Not to defer; Hunger and Thirſt at once, 
- Poww'r/ul per ſuade rs, quicken'd at the Scent 
Of that alluring Fru t, urg d me ſo keen. 

About the moſſy Trunk I wound me ſoon, | 


Thy utmoſt Reach, or Adam's : Round the Tres 
A other Beaſts that ſaw, wi. Ike Deſire 

Long eng and envying flood but could not reach, _ 

Amid the Tree now got, where Pl:nty hung. 

Tempting ſo nigh, to pluck and eat my Fl 

I ſpar'd not; for ſuch Pleaſure t that Hour 

At Feed, or Fountain, never had I fourd. 

S ted at length, cer long I might perceiv2 
Strange Alterat on in me, to Degree _ 

Of Reaſon in my inward Pocu rs, and Spee. b 


Thenceforth to Speculations bigh and deep 
I turn d my Thoughts, and with capacions Mind 
Conſider'd all Things viſible in Heau'n, 

Or Earth, cy Middle, all Things fair and good; 
But al that Fair and Good, in thy Divine : 
Semblance, ad in thy Beauties heaven iy Ray | 
United I beheld : No Fair t thine . 
Equivalent, er ſecond, which compell d 

Me thus, ibo importune, perbaps, to come 

And gaze, and worſb p the of Right d lar d 
Sov'reign of Creatures, univerſal Dame. 


AI am 1 apprehenſive of being too prolix 
in this firſt EI F this Kind, 1 think this 4 pro- 


you my remaining Thoughts on this Subject, both 
as they regard the Weak and Doubtful; and as they 


ſtarted by the Pree-thinkers, If 1 find ſuch Dif- 
| "© 4 __ *  evurſes 
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| courſes give any Entertainment, or meet with Ap- 


probation, my Pen ſhall continue to be at your | 
Service. V 2 
3 1 am, 

| PHILALETHES. | 


AE TT R-: 2k 


the free Advice of « EREEHOL DER to ſuch Mem- 
bers, as are freely choſen, 4vithout BRIBERY. 


— 


W E dyelt upon the Subject of ELECTIONS 


while we had the leaſt Hope of doing 
Good, and if we may believe the Ad- 


vices of our Friends and Correſporiden:s, our Diſ- 


courſes upon that Subject have had no ill Effect; 


but, in an Affair where ſo great a Number, as the 


Electors of Great- Britain, are concern'd, what is 
the gaining bf a few ? For if a Majority of infa- 
mous Men ſhould have prevail'd, our honeſt Endea- 
vours are then loft. The Struggle, as I take it, has 
been berwixt thoſe who are to deſtroy, and thoſe who 
are afraid of being de/troy'd. nter eos aut qui lacerant 
aut qui laci ræantur. 'Terefore Bribery, Faqunings and 


Flattery, have been made uſe of on one Side, while 


too much Indolence and Lazineſs, or Deſpair of 
prevailing, has appear'd on the other: So much 


more active ſome are in the Proſecution of Miſ- 
chief, than others in the Defence of Good. Bur, 
perhaps, this is not a Miſchief purely for Miſchief 
Sake; there are ſome Perquifites attach'd to it, 


* 
2 * 


Which have ſtirr'd up the Iuduſtry of certain very 


Forward Gentlemen. | : 
As for you, who have taken hne) for your 
Vices, you have done your Endeavours to ſet. Wolves 
1245 | 55 WF * . t | "> 
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to guard the Flock, where. as we never had ſo much 
1 Occafion for faithful Sbepberdt; if we were worried, 
nor will you your ſelves be free from the common 
Calamity; you muſt ſuffer with us, nor will you 
have the poor Fa vour granted you, of being de vou d 
aft; your Ruin will be bur a juſt and equitable 
Repriſal on you; as, among the Ancients, the In- 
yentors of Torments were often the firſt that 
ſuffer d by them . 5 


; — Nee Lex eſt juſtior ulla, 5 PLES 
— Quam Necis Arti fices Arte perire n * 


But this is a poor Satisfaction to us, who are in- 
nocent: All our Hope lies in the Honeſty and Reſo- 
lution of thoſe, who have the Vertue to profeſs 
' themſelves Anti- Courtiee r. 
Therefore, Gentlemen, it is the Privilege of an 
ENGLISMAN to tell you, What we expect from 
you; it is hoped, the firſt Thing you do, will be 
to purge your Body, by cafting out thoſe voten Mem- 
bers, who have got themſelves returned by the 
Abuſe of our Liberties. „ 
We hear, that a certain depending Borough in 
Nerfol has returned two Creatures for their Repre- 
ſentatives, who are ſcarce old enough to be ſent to 
the Univerſity, 1 will tell you what a very great 
Author ſays upon a like Cireumſtane. 


© Perhaps, ſome Men may think the Houſe of cum 
© mons & fit School for young Men. Now Expe- 
« rience ſhews us, that it is only like a School in 
this Reſpect, that theſe Townoſtersy, when they are 
admitted, deſerve to be Wipf WM. 
If it be a School, it maſt he fur Men of riper 
Age: Theſe are too young te learn there, and, 
© being elevated by a miſtaken Smattering in ſmall 
* Poltricks, they grow too /ichercilions to learn any 
* where elſe; ſo that, inſtead of improving young pro- 
miſing Plants, they aredeſtroy'd by being miſplac'd. : 


If 


: 4 
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- © If then they do themſelves Hurt, it is ſurer yet, 
they do the Houſe no Good by coming iuto it. 
Indeed, it looked of late, when. the Faſhion 
* Was to have long, continued PARLIAMENTS, as 
+ if we might plant a Boy in the Houſe, with a 
Proſpect that he might continue there, till he 
had grey Hairs; and that the ſame $:pl.ng might 
have ſuch a Root, that he might grow up to Tim- 
ber without being remov d. 5 
According to our Laws, twenty one is the Age 
of Diſcretion; and the ycurg Man is then veſted 
* with a legal, how defective ſoever he may be in 
his natural, Underſtandin g. 
FTheie ought to be a Difference made between 
* coming cut of Tup'lage, and leaping into LEGIS- 
* LATORSEIP. g V 
* Ir is, perhaps, inconvenient enongh, that a 
Man ſheuld be ſoon let looſe to deſtroy his oun 
Eſtate, but it is yet worſe, that he ſhould then 
have a Power of dcftroying other Men's, . 
If there were 'Triers to judge when Men ſhould 
have Leading- frings, many would wear them a 
great while; and many, perhaps, with their g. ey 
Hzirs; there beirg no ſmall Number of old Boys, 
in a Times, but checially „„ 
| Tneſe are Reaſons ſufficient aguinſt admitting 
| ſuch unripe, and I ſhall not tranſgreſs if J ſay, 
untutor d Striplings into Parliament. Beſides, we 
may obſerve, that they are Perſoi.s brought into 
the Houſe, in order to be puſh d into Employment, 
where they are to werk by Direition: They are 
commonly the Sons of Men in Power, by whom 
ſome ſervile Borough beir g influenced, theſe Strip- 
lings are puſh'd upon us, that they may have a 
Hand in ſpoiling publick Buſineſs + 
Nothing is more in Faſhion ( ſays my noble 
Author) than for Men to d. ſire goed Employ- 
0 ety but nothing leſs ſo than for Men to deſerve 
them. 7 | | | . 


«9 „ „„ „ 
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for them to keep their Places, and others to pro- 
cure & good Place, is by a Seat in the Houſe. - 


By ſuch Patriots as theſe, no Artiffce or Violence 10 f 5 


left wntried to procure a falſe Return. 


There are another Sort of Men, whom we may. 

perly call Ezggots ;- whoſe Right of wn eee, 
E ſhould be ſtrialy enquired into: They are 
Perſons not known, nor, perhaps, ever heard of, 
till they are to be choſen, even in the Places 
for which they are return d; but fore d upon the. 
People by ſome Perſon who has a Borough at Com- 
mand, and very ſeldom are the Men qualified by- 
Law. Faggots are always ſeen hu gar rear, 
ſo when any important Abuſe--is deſigned in th. 
Houſe, theſe Mercenaries are muſter d; and when. 
| Men of Honour endeayour by Reaſon to prevent 
the giving deſftru#ive Votes, theſe, having counted 
their ee Gs _ Diviſion, as if 
R: afon an Sen ſe 1% W 


MILITARY Men are hot diſqaaliff 


ting in the Houſe, as being ſich; yer ſhould their 


8 in other Reſpects be ſtrictly examined ; 
or, I 
to ſhew, where one of thoſe in fw#' pho tn 
a Vote for the Good of his Country, . 
The Abxſe of good Laws practis d by the 11 
PARLIAMENT, is a Fask for you to reform; we 
know by a late Statute no Man ought to fit in 
that Houſe, who holds an Employment; it is worth 
obſerving by what a Turn that Clauſe has been 


evaded; the Perſon was to be elected over again, 


and then he might keep his Employment: Is not 
this turning Acts of Parliament into a jeſt and Gri- 


mace ? Such Chicanry brings to my Mind the Story 


of FRANCIS the FIRST of France, who being 
taken Priſoner by the Spaniards, one of the Terms 
of his Enlargement was, that be ſheuld come once 
a Year, as long as he lived, and viſit Madrid. "As 
Joon as he arrived at * duilt a mall Village 
DOVE EO 1T - >» near 


lieve, we may ever challenge a 3 _ . 


For this Reaſon ſome Men think, the only Way 


e > AA = DATED A Vu BH «CIA Kt EO. 
b 4 THY "Y Ms A * 1 


near that City, and call'd it Madrid; where he 
went with a great Deal of Formality once a Year, 
pretending to ſave his Royal Word and Honour by 
that mock-Viſitatioůn. „„ =) 
The Deſign of our Act being to prevent any of 
our Members from being infinenc'd by the Miniftry, 
we conceive this A& to be evaded by this Artifice ; 
but we ſubmit it to you. 2 Woes, 
It is ſaid, that among the SPAR'TANS, Theſt was 
no Diſgrace, becauſe it was countenanced by their 
Fawgivers; it depends upon you, Gentlemen, to 
give good Examples, and apply Remedies to all the 
Corruptions lately crept in among us in ſuch Num- 
bers; leaft foreign Nations ſay, that, in ENGLAND 
all Villavies have loſt the Name of fuch, ſince they 
are grown into National Quftoms. PD 


* 
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ob, dirumgq; neſas in pectore verſat. Virg. 
Fi AS * 9 4 W . ' 


"IH E Holy Text, as I have already hinted in 
my Laſt, is ſo very conciſe and uncireum- 
ſtantial in the Narrative of our frft Parents 
being deluded by the Serpent, that it ſeems rather 
tending to explain the Curſe and Conſequences of 
their-Diſobedience, than minutely to deſcribe, and 
trace out, the Methods by: which it was effected. 
We are to ſuppoſe the Prophet, at the Time when 
he wrote his Pemateucb, conſidered this as an Ac- 
count too well known and eſtabliſhed to be doubted 
of, or diſputed ; as a Fact, that the: Hebreus by ſuc- 
cellive. Tradition were taught to believe, and re- 
member; and therefore it was much more to his 

Purpoſe, to inculcate Obedience in them by re- 


3 minding them hew fatally their Anceſtors had fallen 


— 


from it, than by giving them the 2 
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| E. as to thirſt for 


and a formal Detail, of what lix'd in every Man's, 
Mouth, and was as firmly believ d by them as tha; 
Delivery of the Laa was in hit own Time. 
The Scripture, indeed, goes. ſo far as to tell us 
the Serpent's Inſinuation to the Woman, that, tho 
Adam and She did eat of tha forbidden Fruit, they 
frould not ſurely die: For that God knew that in the. 
Day they. eat thereof, then their Eyes Pouſd be * a 
and they wn be as Gads, knocaing Good and B, 
We are ſafely to conclude, the Serpent infore d 
this Aﬀertion by the Sophiſtsy of ſubtle Arguments; 
or Eve could not have been ſo weak, to take his. 
bare Word to the Prejudice of a Being, whom the 
was taught to believe her Creator, and from whoſe. 
Indulgence ſhe received. an almoſt univerſal, and 
unreſtrain d, Liberty of good Things. Nor at that 
Time, when human Nature was in ſo much greater 


: 


Perfection, ean we: imagine Eve's Appetite was ſo. 
t 10 1 5 Taſte of one forbidden 
Tree, when ſhe was priviledg d in ſuch a Variety of. 
fine Fruits, as might not only ſatisfy her Wants, but 
even the Height of her Luxury... rg. 
I .could ſcarce, perhaps, wiſh for a mere happy”; 
Occaſion than this, to ſhew the 'Delicacy of MI - 
TON's Fiction, or rather - Reaſoning, upon the Ser- 
pent's Conduct in making the firſt Impreſſions upon 
the Woman. It was a fair Appeal to Senſe and: 
human Underſtanding, that if a Creature, merely 
Animal and Mute, from the Taſting of that Tree 
alone, had gain'd the Organs of Articulate: Speech, 
and the internal Power of human Reafoning, Eve, ©. 
who was originally endued with thoſe Faculties, 
ſhould be yet more extenſively. Spiritua liz d, and aſ-— 
pire to the Excellence and Scope of Knowledge, 
which Angelic Eſſences, and Gods, enjoy d. 
The next Thing to be conſider d, ig, what Infe- 
rence may naturally flow from fach a Polition, when 
the Devil has the handling of the Argument. Eve- 


ry Spes dien is then ke d that can contribars ta" 
i the Almighty in a.diſadrant awious. Light to His - 


« » & & > 
* 
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Creatures. It is the Intereſt and Fallacy of per- 
verſe Spirits, that are influenced by their Tutor, 
the gd Serpent, to make God appear by glozing Con- 
ſtructions, unjuſt, or envious, and unmereiful, and 

furniſh'd with all the worſt Paſſions human Frailty 
is ſubje& to. Thus it is impiouſly advanced, to 
make us have but indifferent Notions of the Crea-- 
tor's Goodneſs and Indulgence, that if the Fruit of 
this forbidden Tree had the actual Vertue of aſſiſt- 


ing Knowledge, of raiſing the Pi:ch of human Ideas, 


and ftretching out the Bounds of Senſe and U:der- 
ſtanding, Man ſtood but ill in his Creator's Graces 


that he ſhould grudge him theſe Talents in a Per- 


feQion, that could be communicated with ſuch Eaſe 
us the taſting an Apple from this Tree. And how 
poor, invidious, and irrational is the Inſinuation, 
that God ſhould be jealous of Competitors in Excellence? 
How abſurd, that he ſhould create a Tree of that 
Vertue, as, that by taſting of its Fruit, Man ſhould 


aſpire to rival the divine Faculties, and be as Gods in 


the Knowledge of Good and Evil? Theſe were the 
Topicks on which the Serpent at firſt went, and 
impos d on Eve's Credulity : And the ſame Sophiſtry 


has been ever ſince employ'd by Spirits ſubile in the 


Trade of Miſchief. MILTON has, in his Serpent's 
Invitation to Eve, to break thro' the Prohibition 


laid by the Creator, and taſte of the Fruit from 


which ſhe ſhould derive ſuch Advantages, with a 


deal of Art, taken in all this Compaſs of falfe Rea- 
ſoning, and rang e roms upon the Devil's Sug- 


- 
* 


i ly Text, that Adaꝶ and the Wo- 
Man Rould not ſurely die, but becont as Gods, knowing 
Good and Evil. "Tis doing Juffice to the Poet's Skill, 
to ſubjoin the Paſſage, and giving a fine Comment 
and Explanation of the Text to ſuch of my Rea- 
ders, as may be converſant with the Poet. The 
Serpent begins. with the Commendation and Powers 


of the Tree, and thence flides into an eaſy, artful 


Conſequence, that ſuch Vertues could not be given 
it, with Intention for Man, the Top of the Erea - 
| 85 : | tion, 


hg! 
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tion, to be fecluded from them: And that if it had 
ſuch Vertues, they would ſet Man in a State above 
Subjection, and « ſervile Dependarce on God's Will. 
But tis Time, that the Poet nimſelf ſhould ſpeak; 


O Sacred, Wiſe, and Miſdom- giving Plant, 
| Mother of Science ! not I feel thy Tower p 
Within me clear, not only to diſcern  —- 
Things in their Cauſes, but to trace the Ways © 
Of higheſt Agents deem d bowever wiſe, 
Queen of this Univerſe, do net believe © > 
Thoſe rigid Threats of Death; ye ſhall not die; 


How fbould ye ? By the Fruit: It gives 
To Knowledge 7 By the Threatner ? —— Look 
me” N FEY 


Me, who bave touch'd and ta ſted, yet both I've, © 
And Life more perfect have attain'd than Fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my Lot. 
Shall That be ſhut to Man, cubich to the Beaſt 
Is open ? Or will God incenſe his re 
For ſuch a petty Treſpaſs ; and not praiſe 
| Rather your dauntleſs Vertue, whom the Pain 
Of Death denounc'd (whatever Thive Death he) 
Deterr d not from atchieving <vhat might lead 4h 
_ To happier Liſe, Knowledge of Good and Evil? 
Of Good, how juſt ; of Evil, if what is Ev 
| Be real, uby rot known, ſince enfter ſpun d? 
Cod therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juſt; | 
Not juſt, not God: Net fear d then, nor obeyds © 
| Tour Fear itſelf of Death removel the Fear. 5 
by then was This forbid } — Why, but to aue; 
Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant, 1 2h 
Hi Worſhippers ? —— He knows that in the Day 
ve eat thereof, your Eyes, that ſeem fo clear, 


Te ave but dim, ſhiall perfectly be then 


$ 


; Gone and clear d, and ye ſhall be a« Gods, 

nowing both Good a- d Evil, as they know. 

' That ye Pall be as Cods, fince J as Man, | 
' Internal Man, is but Projortion meet; ee. 
„„ 7 „ 
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J, of brute, human; Te, of. human, Gods,  ; 


So ge Pull die, perbaps ;, by putting a1 , | 
: Human, to put on Gods; Death, to te wiſh'd, * 


| h thr earned, at bich no Worſe than this can bring ! 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 
As They, participating God. like Food?  * . 
The Gods ave firſt, and that Advantage uſs _. 
On our Belief, that A from them proceed: 
I queſtion it; for this fair Earth I fee, ',  — 
Warm'd by the Sun, producing every Kind; 


Them, nothing : If they all Things, uubo enclos'd 
Krocbledge of Good and Evil in this Tree, 
- That whoſo. eats thereof; fortbhauith attann 
Wiſdom vit bout their Leave? And wherein lies + 
be Offence, that Man ſbould thus attain to know? 
OO What can your Knowledge hurt him; or this Tree. 
Impart againſt his Will, if all be Hi? +» 
Or 7s it Envy? — And can Envy dwell - 


* 


In heavenly Breaſes ? - Theje, theſe, and 
many more A, an 
Cauſes Import your Need of this fair Fruit: 
Goddeſs human, reach then, and freely tafte.: 


This Comment of our Poet, as it is furprizingly. 
me and forcible in itſelf, ſo, I may venture to aſ- 
ſert, opens ſuch a Scene of Probability in its Sub- 
ſtance, ard works ſo ſtrongly. on glimmering and 
uninligbten d Reaſon, , that ir. plainly teaches ue, 
that Eue did not tranſgreſs againſt the Command 
of . God thro' a ravenous Appetite of devouring. 
an Apple, but that, as ſhe pleads: in the Text, 
the Serpent beguiled ber, and ſbe did eat. His Art 
had dreſs d up to her deluded Imagination a 
gawdy Dream of Advantages, that ſhould acerue to 
her from the Participation of that Fruit: He had 
inſinuated to her, that it would be Vertue to break 
thro' a Prohibition, that was laid only to try the 
Strength of her Reaſon and Capacity, and excite 
her to aſpire at higher Degrees of Perfection. She, 
as the Poet beautifully ſupplies the Text, aue ä 


„FWG EE 
* 2 « 53 
.. 


the Perſuaſion of his Words, examines. the Weight, 


Energy, and Gaming Fruth of every Poſition; be- 
rom the miraculous Change in 


tieves with Reaſon, 


the Serpent, that the Vertues muſt, indeed, be great. 


of that Fruit, 


Whoſe Taſte, too long forborn | e, at Frſt Aﬀay. p 
Gave Elocution to the Mute, and taugt 
The Tongue, not made for Speech, to ſpeak its Praiſes 


: Nor, allowing for that Ambition, which we find. 


ſo inherent in human Boſoms, are we to admire: 
that Eve, upon ſuch Motives, and ſuch a Precedent- 


, * 
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of Succeſs to invite her Tryal, ſhould venture at 


Diſobedience, eſpecially, as the Poet ob l es, = 


13 
. .. ( 
Of Knowledge ; nor was Godhead from her Thought. 


As this Part of my Diſcourſe has ſtretch'd much 


Freethinkers to my next Eſſay, 
e, e ee 


. 


f— — 


further than I at firſt imagin'd ir would have done, 
I muſt defer what relates to the Objections of the 


* * c 
1 4 


| Machiarel to Nathaniel Miſt, [ends Greetings 
STR, 1 4 „ | 
1 HAVE long wiſh'd there could be a proper- 


ſpondence betwixt your World and ours; tis 


true, we never want Intelligence of any Thing that 


paſſes amongſt you, becauſe of the infinite Shoals. of 


Jour People that are continually poſting hither, and 
more particularly of Politicians, you Would think 


© that 


Method found out, for maintaining a Corre- 
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that all Hell yas made up of Politicians. From 
theſe I have inform'd my ſelf of the preſeit Go- 
vernment of your World, and from the Hands of 
fome of theſe I have receiv'd ſeveral of your politi- 
cal Diſcourſes, as well as thoſe of Cato, of which 
I ſhall rake Notice by and by. 


But tbe Difficulty is, how to tranſmit our Intelli- 
gence to you; for what the Poet ſaid of this World 
of ours is very true, when he calls it, that wndiſce- 
ver d Country, from aubence no Traveller returns, "Tis 
certain, no Man ever beheld the Light, who once 
_enier'd theſe gloomy Regions: Yet have we cer- 
rain Spies and Emiſſaries amongf you, who never 
were of your World, who bei: g but thin Bodies cf 
Air, are not viſible to mortal Eyes, and who of 
Conſequence act incog; theſe are commonly called 
Devils. To one of theſe I entruſted the Care of 
this Epiſtle, deftring him, as he paſs'd over the 
Meridian of Great Carter Lane, to let it drop. He 
is diſpateh d upon a ſpecial Commiſſion by His Royal 
H:ighreſs Pri: ce Lucifer, being commanded to wait 
and ſtand at the Elbow of a certain Stateſman upon 
your Globe, for a certain Number of Years, with 
Ari Orders to whiſper every Minute ſome Miſ- 
chief to his Hearr, ho having Organs and Diſ- 
prſi ions, and Paſſions, very apt and proper to re- 
ceive it. n ] ↄ 

Think not by this, that I am going to diſcover 
the Secrets of my Mafter, I mean Prince Lucifer; 
It is now a Hundred and Seven Years, and Three 
Months, ſince I haye had the Honour of ſerving his 
Highneſs in e of principal Secretary of State, 
and not one falie Sep have I been charg'd with in 
Politicks, in all this Time. I am in no Pain about 
your making a Diſcoyery by this Hint. The King- 
doms of your World are many, and perhaps the 
Stateſmen I mean would be the laft ycu wou'd 

ueſs at. But to come to the Deſign of this Ad- 
dreſs; you muſt know, I have had a long and ear- 
neft Deſire, of being informed in the Difference of 
£0 o 7 jour 
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our Parties of Whig and Tory, Names not heard of 


in the World in my Days. I have convers'd with 
many of the firſt of theſe two Parties, and with the. 
' Principals of them, there being a great Number of 
them come down from you to our Territories. But 
as to the a: Be ard Poliricks of the latter, 1 


am wholly in the Dark, having never heard any 
Thing of them, but what has been told me by their 
Adverſal ies, to whom I give no great Credit. I ne- 


ver had an Opportunity of conferring perſonally 
with any of them; for, to tell you the Truth ont, 


there are no Trries in Hell. 


it I am till the mighty Oracle of Politicks in 


your World, as all Travellers from thence make 
me bclieve, I am; how comes it, that in thoſe po- 


litical Eflays of yours, you i ſinuate Notions ſo con- 


trary to mine ? In thoſe Tracts of yours which 
have been ſhewn to me, your Principles are op- 
poſi:e to thoſe of a Republican; you are a de- 
clared Friend to Monarchy, yet are you for incul- 
catirg ſublime Notions of Honour, and filling Mens 


Ber ds with an Abhorrence to all Actions of Princes 


or great Men, which are not directed by Vertue. 
Here you have forſook your Guide, if I am he; for 


in my Diſcomſes upon Titus Livy, tis true, I have 


ſhewn, that the Commonwealth of Rome maintain'd 
its Liberty. ſo long, only by i's great Adherence to 
Vertue and Juſtice, but you ſhould. conſider I 
ſpeak of a Commonwealth; for when I come to 
addreſs myſelf to my Prince, you may obſerve that 
I recommend the Practice of Vertue or Vice, of 
Juſtice or Cruelty, indifferently as Occaſion ſerves ; 
and that I think it more for his Intereſt to be 


cunning, than good; for I cos, ſidered the Intereſt 
of my Prince only, without Regard to that of the 


People. Upon this I co: cluded you had but ill 


digeſted my Writings, or {elſe there was ſomething 


in your Corftitution I did not underſtand. 


Upon this, for better Information, I look'd into- 
ſome of Cato's Letiers which were brought to me 


by 


* 


by the ſame Hand: I pereeived this Author ſet out 
with a great Deal of Spirit, and gave me Hopes of 
ſeeing my Curioſity ſatisfied; but as I read on, I 
could meer with nothing but the Words, Tyrarny = 
and Tyrants, Oppreſſers and arbitrary Power, and Sa- 
very and Slaves, &c. without being able ro diſcover 
What he would be ar. It ſeem'd ro me, as if this 
"Writer had ſacrificed to the Goddeſs Chimera, 
and accordingly had thrown away a great many 
| ou Sentences, without any Application or Deſign. 
I applied my ſelf to the Jvre—— who is newly ar- 
rived here, to know the Meaning of this. He told 
me, this Writer was for forcing republican Do- 
'Etrines into the Minds of a People who had al- 
ready felt Tyranny under a Commonwealth, and 
taſted the Sweers of Liberty under a Succeſſion of 
feveral good Princes, Tis true, at firſt I ſmiled 
at the Vanity and Folly of this Attempt. But upon 
a more curious Converſation with the aforeſaid —— 
I could have torn my Beard with Rage, to find how 
_ theſe fine Maxims'of Government, which left the 
World, have been mangled by bungling Writers, 
and more bungling Stateſſenn. 
But fince-I have named Stateſmen, I muſt tell you 
J have convers'd with old ——— who has been 
here ſeveral Months ; he bragg'd much of the great 
Employments which he had held, wherefore I ex- 
pected ſome Account of the State of the Govern- 
ment of the World; but ſo great was his Ignorance, 
thar he could ſcarce tell me, which was a Common- 
wealth, or which a Monarchy, yet I diſcovered in 
him an extraordinary Cunning, but it was all turn'd 
fo little Frauds and Tricks. Wherefore I applied 
myſelf to young —— whom, to tell you the Truth, 
F firſt took for Fiddler; but he being à Perſon of 
much Loquacity, he ſoon ler me know who he was; 
when I defired this profourd Politician to give me 
ſome Account of the preſent State of Furope, he 
told me Nia ſuerades were much improv'd ; when I en- 
quired what Treatiſes he had been — he 
* 8 { rew 
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drew a Bundle of Papers out of his Pocket, which, 
upon examining, I found to be a Parcel of Ballads, 
and told me he could ſing them all. Away Trifler, 
” ſays I, and ſpurn'd him from me— then I turn d 
to — and ask d him, was it he who brought 
theſe Things into Buſineſs? His Anſwer was, by ſuth 
| Tvols as theſe it is, we riſe to Greatneſs. 5 
But, notwithſtanding ſeveral Rebukes which 1 
gave the two Perſons firſt mentioned, they and ſe- 
veral others of the ſame Party have been teazing 
= me for Preferment. Nothing will ſerve them bur 
1 good Employments ; but after I had repuls'd them 
over and oyer, ſays one amongſt them, I ſuppoſe it 


5 is here as in t'other World, we muft try what 
d Mongy ou do, and immediately they went about 
f to bribe the very Devils. Young ——— was very 
d inquiſitive to know who was Lucifer's Miftreſs, ſay- 
N ing, a good Sum there would be well applied. But 
” I put à Stop to the Proceedings, for I would not 
W. have Hell ſo corrupt as this Practice would make it. 
EC But ſtill their Clamour was for Places; ſo becauſe T 
85 hate Importunity, T made old —— Coachman, 
and t'other Poſtillion to his Highneſs, which Truſts 
u they execute with a 2 Deal of Addreſs. 
N Fam fore'd to break off abruptly, to finiſh In- 
at ſtructions for a certain Devil who is going upon a CT 
K private Commiſſion up to your World; I have not | 
Ne ſaid half what I intended. In the mean Time I de- 
e, fire you'll write to me, and let me know what the 
ns _ Conſtitution of Government is in your Iſland, and 
in perhaps T may ſend you ſome Maxims and Remarks 
d that may do you Credit. Let me have all the News 
ed you know; you may give your Letter to the farſt 
hy great Whig that is bound for another World, and 
of you need not doubt but it will come to my Hands, 
af J on on TO ED 
w MM NR, 
very old Style. 1  MACHIAVEL. 
he oe | | 
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LETTER XXV. 
A SUPPLEMENT from an Author of this World, 


to the Diſcouſe cf Mr. Ms facetious Correſpon- 
dent of Saturday the 5th Iuſtan:. | | 


—— Id? Cum eft Lucilius auſus 
Primus in kunc operis com ponere carm ina morem, 
Detrahere & pellem. nitidus qu quiſ;; per ora 

cuderet, introrſum tury's : num Lælius, & Qui 

Duxit ab oppreſſa mer tum Carthagine nomen, 

Ingenio offer ſi? aut læſo doluere Metello, 

Famoſiſq; Lupo cooperto verſibus ? Atqui 

Primores Populi arripuir, Populumq; tributim, 

Scilicer uni æquus Virtuti atq; ejus Amicis. Hor. 


Dear Sir, 


RAY Heav'n ſend this Quantity of Latin may 
give no Cffence, as I have a great Hope many 
A of your Readers will not ander ſtand it! But as 
we live in tickliſh Times, and there may be Dan- 
ger in its being m ſunderſtood, I'll venture my ſelf to 
give it an Engliß Cor ftrugion. 5 | 
HORACE was urder ftrange Apprehenſions, it 
ſeems, upon Account that ſome People had con- 
demn'd his Sat.re of being too bitter and virulent ; 
while others ſaid his Writings were ſo very innocent, 
that they had neither Salt nor Gall in them. In his 
Perplexity under theſe two Extreams of Opinion, 
he adviſes with Tr.-batias, a great Lawyer and 4 
very fine Gentleman; and, amongſt other Things, 
he propounds the Queſtions to him which I have 
above taken for my Motto. What, ſays he, oben 
Lucilius firft ventur'd to write in this farp Way, quben 
Le ſtripp d the very Skin, to fpew yhe foul ir ſide of 4 
Man @ ho deceiv'd the World with a fair out ſide, were 
Lziius, er the great Scipio Africanus, angry at his 
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Wit, or reſented it, becauſe ſuch Wretckes as Lupus and 
Metellus felt the Laß of bis Satire? 5 
cenſure was once ſo general, open, and priyi- 
leged, that it was the wndiſputed Pi ovi. ce of every 
Hriter: And the old Comedy was fo free with Chara 
Gers, that if the greateſt Man in Athens, preſumed to 
rob either his Neighbour, or the Common«zealth, he 


was ſure to hear of it publickly from the State, ad 


the whole Audience were informed of the Crime, 
and who it was by Name that committed it. 
As they grew more vitious, they conſequently grew 
more unwilling to be detected. Then Repreſcn. atiolis 
were made to the Legiſlature, to curb and reitrain 
the Licence of the Scene; upon which a Law was 
made, Refle ctions were filenc'd, and the Great 


| E to act a thouſand Enormicies without 


having them proclaim'd, unleſs the Man that ven- 
cur'd at the Diſcovery, would incur a Proſecution 


like that now among us upon an Action of Scanda- 


lum Magnatum. | £ 

As the Liberty of Cenſure gradually dropp'd, daily 
Evcroachmeuis on publick Liberty as icnſibly advai.c'd 
their Heads ; ir being always look'd upon one of rhe 
Marks and Charatteriſticks of a free State, when not 
only the Male Conar& of a private Member, but 


even the Flaws. of Government aud Male-Admini- 


ſtration might be freely opet'd and deſcanted on. 
EURIPIDES has a very pertinent Sei, iiment to 
this Purpole, which, becauſe I won't give any 
Cou'tenance or Einteriaiment to Greek Characters, 
take as MILTON has finely tranſlated ii: 


bes is true Liberty, uben free born Men, CIOs 
Having t adviſe the Pullict, may ſpeak free, | 

Which be, aubo can, and will, deſerves bigh Praiſe; _ 

Who neither can, ror will, may bold his peace. 

What can be juſter in a State than this ? 
It cannot be expeQed in any State or Common- 
wealth, how happy or free ſoever, that no Grie- 
5 3 : | |  vyauce 


Inconftancy, with whieh- human 'Things are always 
attended, won't allow us to hope for ſuch an high 
Degree of Perfedion. But when Complaints are 
freely heard, deeply confider'd, and ſpeedily re- 
dreſs'd, then is the utmoſt Bound of human Happi- 
neſs and civil Liberty attaiu'd, that wife Men look 
for, or ought to expect. Kings and Magiſtrates 


their frf Care how they may diſcover the. Grievances, 
and Complaints of their Subjects, and afterwards 


a Prince; the Fears of detecting ſume about his 
Perſon, baſe Courtſhip, and ſervile Flattery, ex- 
clude all ſuch. Notices: So that the Burthens and 


the Prince, tho” this has prov'd very often hig utter 
Ruin and Deſtruction. i „ 
I have a Matter croſſes my Memory, which 1 
muſt beg Leave to deliver now, perhaps, I may ne- 
ver think of it again in the whole Courſe of my 


the Sibyls, and their other political Proclamations, 
were written on Leaves. Now the moſt curious 
Commentators have given us to know, that the 
Writings of theſe venerable old Gentlewomen are to 
be look'd upon as Types, that certain political Authors 
ſhould ariſe and write by the Sheet, whoſe Works ſhould 
be whirl'd and bandied about by the rude Blaſt of 
Poxver, as thoſe prophetical Leaves were by the com- 


counted, which gives Birth to Writers of that Spi- 

rit, who dare freely magnify what has been nobly 
done, and fear not to declare as freely what might 
have been done better! But, alas! you have lately 
pointed our the dreaded Rewards, which are an- 
nex'd to this laudable Faculty of Freethinking. 
© 35 i : 
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vance- at all ever mould ariſe: The Chances and 


therefore ought certainly in Policy, to let it be 


how they may reform and- redreſs them. But it is 
ſeldom, indeed, that Complaints reach the Ears of 


Oppreſſions of a People remain ſtill hidden from 


Life. "Tis well known that all the Prophecies of 


mon Breath of Heaven. Dreadful Diſeouragement! 
Miſtaken Policy! Happy ſhould that Nation be ac- 


"on 
*F 7 
» 1 - 5 
4 . 
» 
* 
— 


MiscEELANWLETTERB. tg 
In the fame Letter, IL remember, you gave us a 
Hint, that as often as Chances had been made in G- 
veruments, Learning and Studies had not been exempt- 
ed from them; and that Liberty of Writing then 
always bad been reſtrain d and ſuppreſs'd. You, 
gave at the ſame Time two mighty pleaſant Inſtan- 
ces of this Kind, under the Rebellions of act Cade 5 
and Fack straap: Now, the ſame Thing happen d in | 
8 greateſt and moſt damnable Alteration of the 


Government, that ever was made in ENGLAND; 
I mean That of the late Uſurper OLIVER C(ROM- 
WELL. For it was then enacted, That no Rook, 
pamphlet, or Paper, Pßould be thenceforth printed, unleſs 


the ſame auere firſt" approv'd and licenſed by ſuch, as  _ 
The excellent Mr.. MILTON, tho' he defended 
all the wicked and illegal Procedings of his Maſter | 
OLIVER, and the RUMP ſo well, yet he was far. | 
from defending or bearing even with Patience 
this moſt Tyrannical Inhibition. He wrote a lear- _ 
ned Treatiſe called Areopagitica againſt it, and vin- = 
dicated the Liberty of writing ſo ſtrongly, that, if 
Lam not miſtaken, be therefore obtain'd that this 
dangerous Act to Learning was forthwith repeal'd. : 2 

Ihis Author, who directs that whole Diſcourſe 1 
of his to the Parliament, tells them, be bad the N 
Hopes they would think it better to imitate the old and 
elegant Humanity of GREECE, than the Barbaric 
Pride of #4 HUNNISH and NORWEGIAN Stateli- 


neſs. And out of thoſe Ages, ſays He, to whoſe po- ö 
lite Wiſdom, and Letters we owe that we are ort 
55 Gcthes and ꝓuilanders, I could name Him, who, : 


from his private Houſe, wrote that Diſcourſe to the | 
Parliament of Athens, that perſuades them to change 
the Form of Democracy which was then eftab- 


0 
liſhed. Such Honour was done in thoſe Days to Men A 
who profeſs'd the Study of Wiſdom and Eloquence, | 


Not only in their own Country, bur 1a other Lands, 
chat Cities and Seniories heard them gladly, and 
„ N is with 


— 


% 
TT % „K cedar eas anos 
j 


with great Reſpe&, if they had aught in publick 


to admoniſh the Srate. 


I cannot prevail with my ſelf ro omit one ſin- 


gular Paſſage of this moſt eſteem'd Author, ſinee 
it has a particular Reference to the Praiſe of our 
own Country. When he was in thoſe Climes, 
where this Sort of Inquiſition, the Re friction of the 
Preſs, tyrannizes, he means ITALY, and ſat among 
learned Men there, he had been always counted 


happy for being born in ſuch a Place of Pbiloſepbic 


Freedom, as they ſuppoſed ENGLAND was; while 
they themſelves had done nothing but bemoan the 


ſervile Condition into which Learn: CY them 


was brought; that this it was which had ſo damp d 


the italian Wits, that nothing had been written 


there for many Vears but Flattery and oc ; and 


that he had found and viſited there the famous 6ali- 


leo, grown old, a Priſoner to the Inquiſition, for 
thinking in Aſtronomy otheraviſe than the Franciſcan and 
Dominican Licenſers thought. „ Lee ho ae hi 


I ſhall conclude this Subject with only men- 


tioning an abſurd Piece of Severity, as it is re- 
corded in a Chineſe Manuſcript now before Me. 


In the five and twenty thouſand fix hundred and 


forty third Year of the World, according to their 
Computation, Chamchum, the then Emperor, was 
ſo jealous of his Imperial Character. and Adminiftra- 
tion, thar he gave Command to his Favourite Tiblaſch 
if any of his Subjects ſhould preſume to ſay ought 
Contemptuous, or reflecting, on Him, or Thoſe in 
Power under Him, their Families ſhould be im- 
mediately ranſack'd, depriv'd of all the Privileges 
of the Royal City of Pekin, and the unhappy De- 


linquents themſelves be drag d to iuſtant Torture. 


— 
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-- "LETTER Wn + Þ 


. ; Le bon Tems viendra. | | n | \ | 


T2 15 4 _— all ig | 
= rhaps, ma no im r Explanation 
bf the Sentogce ſir av wy . Pa- 
per; the good Conduct of timing Things well in the 
ordinary Occurrences of Life, is what we call Diſ- 
cretion, a Virtue of very t Uſe to Writers; for, 
it ſeems, that Writings, like the different Fruits of *' : 
the Earth, have their different and peculiar Sea- . | 
ſons; Whether it be that the Taſte of Mankind, as | 
to Writings, alters in the ſame Manner which it 
does to the Diet, I can't tell; but I have, my ſelf, | 
+ Þf obſerv'd ſeveral Treatiſes, that, being publiſh'd in = 
-n- || the prime of their Seaſon, have been well taſted, and | 
re- liked, and eaſy of Digeſtion, which, a little afrer, | 
fie. have appear d dry, and lean, and ftary'd, and perfect 1 
and I Carrion, The learned Artemidorus of Moorfields, my „ 
cir ||| ingenious Correſpondent, has aſſurd me, that there 
was is a very great and ſingular Analogy betwixt the 
tra- Fruits of the Brain and thoſe of the Earth; and that 
aſch the firſt of theſe two receive their Succeſs v 
ght much from the Influence of the Moon, and the other 
e in Planets. That this was the Opinion of the Anei- 
im- ents, appears from hence, that Writers have often 
eges been call d Lunaticts; and that it has been particu- 
De- _ » ha that Great Hits are nearly ally'd to 
ire. Maaneſs. 5 FE | 92 
. ARTEMIDORUS is a Perſon that underftands 1 
Nature, and has ſtudied the Stars; and I remem- | 
ber a very wiſe Remark of his, that Politicks and 
Nen Peas were never in Seaſon at the ſame Time. 
ER rhe ſame ingenious Gentleman, who is the four- 
Nene Son of a ſeventh Son, has given Warning to 
Vor. III. : G | ſeveral 
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ſeveral great Authors of his Acquaintance, that 
Writings upon State Aﬀairs would not be well receiy'd - 
by——1n the Month of May, and ſome Part of the 
Month of June, Gemini having then the Aſcendant, 
a Sign of evil Aſpect, and whoſe Influence is very 
malignant, eſpecially to the Ingenious. He is both 
a Phyſician and an Aftrologer, and being deeply 
read in both theſe Sciences, I confeſs my ſelf in- 
debted to his learned Advice for a Part of the 
Succeſs which I have had above the other weekly. 
Writers, my Contemporaries. He has let me know 
the exact Seaſon of every Sort of Writing, with the 
Influence every Planet has over it; by which 
Means I throw my Things into the World, in the 
very Prime of the Seaſon, like Heart - Cherries in the 
Month of une; while other Writers, wanting this 
Art, publiſh cheirs without Judgment; and of Con- 
ſequence good Things, thus unſeaſonably brought 
into the World, have no more Tafte than Aſpara- 
gus at Chriflmas, which is always inſipid, forc'd, and 
unnatural. - 

Tis true, a learned and ingenious Foreigner, Fa- 
ther Orleans by Name, has told us, that Books muſt 
be ſuited to their ſeveral Seaſons like Beans or Co/ly- 
Nocvers, or Clothes to the Faſpion; but he has given 
us no Rules by which erring Writers may conduct 
themſelves in this curious Matter. Here there- 
fore lies the Difficulty ; a good Writer muſt- imi- 
tate a good Caterer, who is not to treat his Gueſt 
with Things ſcarce, or hard to be four d, but ſuch 
as are moſt ſeaſonable, and, of Conſequence, more 
to the Taſte of thoſe he entertains. It is well 
known that ſome Countrymen, by their own Obſer- 
vations on the Weather, have been able to forctel 
the Travellers when a Storm or a Showey would 
happen, without knowing any Thing of Aſtrology or 
the Mathematicks. In the ſame Manner a modern 
Author tells us, that his Bookſeller arriv'd to ſuch a 
Sagaeity of judging of Writings, and their Succeſs, 
by his Remarks upon the Seaſons, that I BROS: It | 

VVV wort 
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worth quoting, to ſhew my Sentiments upon this 
Head _ —ů ut founded with judg- 
ment. I am living faſt ( ſays be) to ſee. the 
e Time when a Book that miſſes its Tide, ſhall 
« be neglected like the Moon by Day, or like 
4% Mackarel a Week after the Seaſon : No Man 
« has more nicely obſery'd our Climate, than the 
« Bookſeller who bought the Copy of this Work; 
« he knows to a Tittle what Subjects will beſt ga 
« off in a dry Year, and which is proper to 
« expoſe foremoſt, when the Weather-glaſs is 
« fallen to much Rain. When he had | ſeen this 
« Treatiſe, and conſulted his Almanack ue it, 
« he gave me to underſtand, that he had mani- 
« feftly conſidered the two principal Things, which 
« were the Bulk and the Subject; and found it 
« would never take till after «a long Vacation, and 
« then only in Caſe it ſhould happen to be a hard 
« Year for Turnips. Upon which I defired-to know, 
« conſidering my urgent Neceſſities, what he thought | 
„ might be acceptable this Month: He look d 
« Weſtward and ſaid, I doubt we ball have bard 
« Weather ; however if you could prepare ſome pretty little 
« Bantey (but not in Verſe) it would run like Wild- 
« fire. Bur if it ſhould hold up, I have already hired 
« an Author to write ſomething againſt Doftor—— : 
« which I am ſure will turn to Account. 
Thus far my facetious Author; by whoſe Ac= 
eount of his Bookſeller may be ſeen the ſtrong 
Influence the Wind and Weather have over the Works 
of the Learned. And all the Bookſellers in this great 
City can, to their Coſt, ſhew numberleſs Volumes 
of Pamphlets, Eſſays, &c. that were blafted at 
their firſt coming out, which now lye negleQed in 
their Warehouſes, withering and rotting upon the 
Ground, like Leaves in Autumn: Whil'ſt the Ig-. 
norants, not knowing the Cauſe of 5 — "FR 
ral at the Authors, and curſe the Town, both of 
whom are equally innocent of their Ware lying 
upon their Hands. I dare pronounce that, at this 
2 Tc Time, 


ſeveral great Authors of his Acquaintance, that 


Writings upon State Affairs would not be well receiv d 


by——1n the Month of May, and ſome Part of the 
Month of June, Gemini having then the Aſcendant, 
a Sign of evil Aſpe&, and whoſe Influence is very 
malignant, eſpecially to the Ingenious. He is both 
a Phyſician and an Aftrologer, and being deeply 
read: in both theſe Sciences, I confeſs my ſelf in- 
debted to his learned Advice for a Part of the 
Succeſs which I have had above the other weekly. 
Writers, my Contemporaries. He has let me know 
the exact Seaſon of every Sort of Writing, with the 
Influence every Planet has over it; by which 
Means I throw my 'Things into the World, in the 
very Prime of the Seaſon, like Heart-Cherries in the 
Month of une; while other Writers, wanting this 
Art, publiſh cheirs without Judgment; and of Con- 
ſequence good Things, thus unſeaſonably brought 
into the World, have no more Taſte than A/para- 
gus at Chriflmas, which is always inſipid, forc'd, and 
unnatural. | | 
Tis true, a learned and ingenious Foreigner, Fa- 
ther Orleans by Name, has told us, that Books muſt 
be ſuited to their ſeveral Seaſons like Beans or Colly- 
Nocvers, or Clothes to the Faſtion ; but he has given 
us no Rules by which erring Writers may conduct 
themſelves in this curious Matter. Here there- 


fore lies the Difficulty ; a good Writer muſt imi- 


tate a good Caterer, who is not to treat his Gueſt 
with Things ſcarce, or hard to be four d, but ſuch 


as are moſt ſeaſonable, and, of Conſequence, more 


to the Tafte of thoſe he entertains. It is well 
known that ſome Countrymen, by their own Obſer- 
vations on the Weather, have been able to forctel 


the Travellers when a Storm or a Shower would 
happen, without knowing any Thing of Aſfrology or 


the Mathematicks, In the ſame Manner a modern 
Author tells us, that his Bookſeller arriv'd ro ſuch a 
 Sngacity of judging of Writings, and their Succeſs, 
by his Remarks upon the Seaſons, that I n | 
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worth quoting, to ſhew my Sentiments upon this 


Head are not chimerical, but founded with judg- 


t. „1 am living faſt ( ſays he) to ſee: the 
2 Time when a Book that miſſes its Tide, ſhall 


« he neglected like the Moon by Day, or like 


% Mackarel a Week after the Seaſon: No Man 


« has more nicely obſery'd our Climate, than the 
« Bookſeller Who bought the Copy of this Work; 


e he knows to a Tittle what Subjects will beſt go 


« off in a dry Year, and which is proper to 
« expoſe foremoſt, when the Weather-glaſs is 
« fallen to much. Rain. When he had ſeen this 
« 'Treatiſe, and conſulted his Almanack -_ ir, 
« he gave me to underſtand, that he had mani- 
« feſtly conſidered the two principal Things, which 


% were the Bulk and the Subject; and found it 


« would never take till after à long Vacation, and 
« then only in Caſe it ſhould happen to be a hard 
« Year for Turnips. Upon which I deſired to know, 


| « conſidering my urgent Neceſſities, what he thought 


„ might be acceptable this Month: He look'd 5 


| « Weſtward and ſaid, 1 dowbt we fail have bard 


« Weather ; however if you could prepare ſome pretty little 
« Banter (but not in Verſe) it would run like Wild-. 
« fire. But if it ſhould hold up, I have already hired 
« an Author to write ſomething againſt Doftor—— : 
« which I am ſure will turn to Account. ; 
Thus far my facetious Author; by whoſe Ac- 
eount of his Bookſeller may be ſeen the ſtrong 
Influence the Wind and Weather have over the Works 
of the Learned. And all the Bookſellers in this great 
City can, to their Coſt, ſhew numberleſs Volumes 
of Pamphlets, Eſſays, &c. that were blafted at 
their firſt coming out, which now lye neglected in 
their Warehouſes, withering and rotting upon the 
Ground, like Leaves in Autumn: Whil'ſt the Ip-. 
norants, not knowing the Cauſe of this ill Succeſs, 
rail at the Autbors, and curſe the Town, both of 
whom are equally innocent of their Ware lying 
upon their Hands. I 3 at this 
: os, 


Time, 
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Time, whilſt every thing in Nature ſeems to ſmile, 
and the Sap is riſing in all Plants and Vegetables, 
as well as in young Men and Maids, a ſhort Romance, 
Novel, or Love-Story, prettily interlarded with double 
Entendres, would go off extreamly well, and wou'd 
propagate this Paper more than any thing elſe. 
Some Diſſertations have already been penn'd 
touching the Influences of the luſty Month of May, 
and therefore I ſhall ſpare my own Obſervations on 
this Head. 1 know very well that our Sentiments 
depend much upon Seaſon and Conftitution, and that 
theſe have their Force upon Female Minds even in 
ſo ſerious a Thing as reading the Bible: I ſpeak 
this from Experiment, for making a Viſit the other 
Day to a Maiden of my Acquaintance, and who is 
turn'd of 8 E found plainly, by the folding 
down of her Book, that her Religion inclined her 
moſt to the Stories cf David and Bathfbeba, Suſanna 
and the Elders, and the Temptation that poor Foſeph 
met with (not improbably in the Month of May) 
from the Wife of his Maſter Potiphar. . 
I deſire therefore all my Correſpondents who 
have any Thing by them that is pretty upon the 
Subject of Love to ſend it immediately, and I ſhall 
mls acknowledge the Favour. But it muſt 
come before the Sun paſles the e ee other- 
wiſe it will be too late; for after that Time the Sap 
begins to fall, and the Sun entering into Leo, the 
Weather will be too bot for this Subject; however 
ſomething elſe which I have in my Head, will then 
be exactly in Seaſon. . 
But one Diſcovery, which has been made to me 
by my Friend Artemidorus, is much beyound any 
thing which has been made by any of the Moderns, 
and will not be only of great Advantage to me, 
but of infinite uſe to the whole World in General; 
that is concerning the great Vertues which are 
in Writings when phyſically uſed. Either Galen, 
or Hippocrates, for I am not poſitive which of them 
it is at this Inſtant, in a Treatiſe which is loſt, 


ring Specifick ag 


J could give an Inſtance of many Cures perform'd 
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in dart and cb di *Weather, when People are 
troubled with the Spleen, preſeribes the Rea 


ding of ſomething ſatyrical. S AT IR is a ſove- 
inſt the Spleen, ſays Hippocrates ; 
bu: if the Weather ſhould continue long cloudy, 
by which Means the Diſtemper may riſe to the 
Vapours, and if the Patient be a Female, he pre- 
ſcribes Scandal writ with Spirit; and afſures us, 
that in his own Practice he has known it more 


ſucceſoful than either Hartſborn or Ratifia. In my 
on Study and Practice I have'writ or pre ſerib d 


ſomething to a Lady who has taken Phyſick, the 
Reading of which has made the Medicine work 

and paſs very quick, and had a much better 
Effect than Wat-r-Gruel, or any. cuſtomary Pro- 


vocati ve. . | 


There is i: deed another Way of uſing Writings 
pbyſically, which Dector Ratcliff,, who was the 
Hippocrates of the Moderns, underſtood and pra- 
Riced with great Succeſs; for being ſent to by. 
a Lady who complain'd of a ſinging in her Head, 
he preſcrib'd the Application of a Ballad to a proper 
Place, in Order to draw the Humour downwards. 

I think I may boaſt without Vanity, that I am 


the only Author now living, who can pretend to be 


Mafter of this great Secret of phyſical Writing: 
by me in this Way, but they are too many to be 
inſerted in this, or twenty other, Papers of the 
ſame Size; however when any Lady is indiſpoſed, 
ler her ſend to the Printer of this Paper, with the 
Symp.oms of her Indiſpoſition; or, if ſhe pleaſes, 
let her only ſend her Wider ; upon Sight of which 
I will undertake to preſcribe ſomething for her to 
read to divert her Diftemper, as well as if I faw 
per ay e eee e eee 


I could produce many hundred Certificates' of a 


my Succeſs in Diſtempers of the Eyes; but the 


great Numbers, whom I have rendred clearſigbied, 
are living Witneſles on wy fide. This has drawn + 


a+ 
- 
8 
NJ 


126 -MISCELLANY LETTERS. 


upon me the Hatred of Quactt and Empivicks, who 
. .abhor all fair Practice; nor do I doubt bur the mo- 
dern Sett of Phyſicians, who ſo much explode Cures 


dy Sympathy,” will be provok d to write againſt me; 


notwithſtanding which, I am ready to prove, that 
Imagination has as ſtrong an Effect upon the bz lioſe 


_ Salts, and other malignant Particles in the Body, as 


the. Sun, or Moon, or any other planetary Irfluences, 


can pretend to have. I ſhall only add at preſent, 


that to make the Benefits of Writing phyſically more 


_ univerſal, I have in a Treatiſe, that now lies by 


me, deviſed certain Methods, by which that Part 


4; of my Readers (if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf) may 


derive equal Advantages, who cannot read at all. 


LETTER XXVI. 
Amantium. Ire Amoris Redintegratio, ef. - Terent, | 


| Kot | meanly proud and boaſting, | | 
of her magnificent Rib-roaltir g. Hud, 


mical Reaſons, why Politicts are not a Subject 
ſeaſonable to this Month; I could add another 


; T. my laſt 1 gave my metapbyſical, and aftrono- 


- [Reaſon te thoſe I then gave, if it were a proper 


Time for it; however, my Reader has the Liberty 
of gueſſing at it, if he thinks fir. The Subject in 
the World which I know will beſt fall in with the 
preſent Taſte of the greateſt Part of my Readers, 


18, Love; but it is a Subject that muſt be handled 


with much Caution, and great Delicacy ; for the 


Sun being in Gemini has a powerful Influence over 


the Blood-of young People, diſpoſing them to Society; 
beſides, the Beauty of the Fields, and Groves, in 
this ſoft Seaſon, the Muſick of the Birds, and 


* 


there 


gentle Winds, all ſeem to whiſper Love; ſo that 


3 * 
— 


Sar” 
» 
„ 
* 


ful Part of the Creation du 
this genial Sn. 


are ſometimes employed in reading t 
"ſhould weep hereafter for the Effect of wy guilty 
| ; 


Learned know this very well, ot 
would not have fad, 


to the amorous Fire which animates all the youth- 
ring the Influence of 


* _ 
— 


' Sorry ſhould T be if any of thoſe ins Byes, which 
is Paper, 


Paſſion blown up, or heighren'd, by reading an 
amorous Eſſiy of mine; my Province ſhall be to 
give Warning to the Fair of the Danger which 


* 


threatens them, and, I hope, like caſſandra, I ſhall 


not have the Misfortune not to be regarded. In 


- the mean Time I deſire the World to be leſs ſe- 


vere upon the Conduct of unhappy Maids who fan 


this Month; I know it is the Cuſtom of the igno- 
rant to be violent in their Cenſures without exami- 
ning the Reaſons and Effects of Things; O blind to 


the Sciences! It is the Planets 8 all. The 


® * s — J Ko 
— e the t 
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« by was £2 1 FIC WS : 
a „ 
* 9 


a ; 1 


„54 þ ty 
. * 
2 


Lr 


There is a Story upon Record of a French Maid, 


which beyond all Contradiction proves the Power of 
the Planes over French Maidenheads; and the Planets 


being the ſame here muſt have the ſame Effect. 
This Virgin had been long ſollicited in Love hy a 
certain young Fellow, Who, once taking Advantage 
of their being together without any other Compa- 


ny, was proceeding to the laſt Familiarity ; when 
the affrighted Maid, 
of the Window at the Hazard of her Life; the 


to ſave her Honour, 1 our - 


young Man, thinking no leſs than that ſhe was 


\daſh'd to Pieces (for the Window was a confider- 


able Height from the Ground) ran down in great 


Concern to ſee how ſhe fared; ir happened fhe 
received no Hurt, The Nymph ſeeing the yourig 


Man run towards her in that Haſte, and fancying 
N f G4 | he 


— 
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there need be no Deſcriptions of mine to add Fuel 
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the Poet ſays, 


155 Many a fair Nymph bas on the Graſs been ſpread, 5 
And much good Love wwithout a Feather Bet. 
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he had a Deſign to renew the Attack, with a little 


Knife ſhe had in her Pocket attempted to cut her 
own Throat; however he ſeiz d her Hand time 
enough to prevent this Miſchief, and ſoothing her 
with all the kind Excuſes he could think of, and 
expreſſing an extream Abhorrence for himſelf for 


. fo vile an Action, the Thing had no worſe an Ef- 


fect for this Time. | 


I muſt obſerve that it was in the frigid Month 


of December when this fair Maid. was ſo averſe to 
Fenus and her Rites; for in the ſprightly Month 


of May which follow'd this, (a Month, as I have 
already intimated when Maids and Flowers are in 


their Bloom, and the Sweets of both are gather d 
by wanton Hands) Oh fatal Accident! This raſh 
Youth, prompted by Venus, who appeared to him 
in a Dream, and promiſed him Succeſs, renewed 
his amorous Addreſs, the unhappy Maid yielded, 
and the Story ſays, without the leaft Reſiſtance. . 
Be this a Warning to you all, you beſt Flowers of 
the Spring, fair Maids of Britain! Let not the 
Tempter lead you forth to Woods and Groves; it 
is not enough that you ſhun the Ball or. Maſque- 
rade, the filent Draauing-Room, where the ſtill Couch 
is placed to invite you to Repoſe; there is more 
Danger on the fowry Bank, near the Murmuring 
of a Stream, than in all theſe; remember what 


Remember that you be reſerved, at leaſt itill the 
Middle of une; preſume not too much upon the 
Strength of your own Vertues, or upon the Con- 


. tempt of the Perſon who puts you to the Tryal ; 


think how our firſt Mother Eve was ſeduced by a 


Serpent; above all Things, take Care of the Serpent 
gubich lies bid. wo. 5 q +: 


Theſe 
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wiſe to be obſery'd by Widows and youtbful Wives; 


mates in which they have their Birth or -Educa- 
tion. Ef 
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his Table. The falian Ladies have a little more 


ticular Nature, which gives us a Specimen of the 
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Theſe Inftryftions, which I have ſet down, for 
the Good of young Maids, are yery neceſſary like- 


” 


14 


nor do I think that Husbands ought to incur the 
Cenſure of being jealous, or ill- natur d, if they 
ſhould lay ſome Reſtraint upon their Wives during 
the Influence of this Seaſon. I ſhould rather take 
it for a Proof of their Love; and, ſince I am upon 
this Subject, I will ſpeak only of conjugal Love, that 
being leaſt likely to ſtir up any wanton Agitations in 
the Blood; and ſhew the different Notions the Fe- 
male World entertain of it, according to the Cli- 


In all the Eaſtern Countries it is the Cuſtom far 
Men to lock up their Wives, and never ſuffer them 
to ſtir abroad during their whole Lives. Nothing 
approaches them but old Women and horrid Eunuchs ; 
and if a Husband there ſhould be inclin'd to allow 
his Wife the leaſt Liberty, it would be ſuch a Sight 
as ſhe could never forgive, and might create eter- 


nal Diſcord betwixt them. They think it is natu- 
ral for Men to keep their Treaſures cloſe, and pra- 


ſerve what is dear and valuable to them, from the 
Eyes of others; ſo that an Indifference upon this 
Head muſt amount to a Contempt of their Per- 
ſons, a Crime which is not in the Nature of Wo- 
man to pardon. „„ e 
In Spain the Confinement is not quite ſo firig, 
yet is the Wife never ſeen, even by the Friends 
or- Relations of the Husband, nor does ſhe fit at 


Liberty than. thoſe of Spain, eſpecially during the 
Continuance of a Carnaval; but this Liberty is 
check'd by a. Confinement of a very odd and par- 


Subtilty and Caution of the Jtal;ans. I ſhall not 
par our Husbands here in Mind of what . 
rom « Notion I have in my Head that my pretty | 
Country women would not like it. 
e os The 
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The French, Germans, and Engliþ have the ſame 
Cuſtoms, in reſpe& to Women, or rather we imi- 


tate the French as we do in other Cuſtoms ; but the 


Nuſſian Ladies have a very particular Taſte of this 
Matter, and are for feeling the Affection of their 
 Husbands in the ſtrongeſt Senſe. imaginable. * A 
young Lady there, that ſhould be married a Month, 
would go near to break her Heart if ſhe were not 
well cudgell d; and the Husband muſt keep up a 
ſevere Diſcipline to preſerve Love and 
Home. Among the Perſian Letters printed at Paris, 
there 1s one from a young Lady to her- Mother, 
complaining of her Husband's Neglect, and Want 
of Tenderneſs, for being remiſs in this expected 
Part of conjugal Duty; it being ſhort, I ſhall tran- 
Mate it for the Satisfaction of my female Corre- 
Tpendents. OT 15 — 


Dear Mother, ET | 
HERE is not in the World ſo unfortunate 
ba a Creature as your poor Daughter. I have 
done all that Woman can do, to gain the Affection 
of my Husband, but in vain. Yeſterday I had a 
hundred Things to do about the Family; I went 
'© our, and ſtaid abroad the whole Day, without do- 
ing any of them; at my Return he paſt it by, 
4 without the leaſt kind Notice. My Siſter is not 
© treated in this ſlighting Manner, for ſhe is well 
4 drubb'd every Day; if ſhe ſo much as caſts her 

Eyes upon another Man, her Husband that Mi- 
s nate takes the Cudgel ; they love one another ex- 
© treamly, and live in the greateſt Harmony in the 
World. 5 5 

© This is it that makes her ſo proud, but the ſhall 
not long have Reaſon to deſpiſe me as ſhe does 
© now; I will find a Way of being beloved by my 
© Husband, as well as ſhe is by hers, coſt what it 
© will: I will raiſe his Paſſion, that he may give 
me ſome ſtrong Mark of his Affection; it ſhall 
* never be ſaid abroed in the World, that I am not 

8 2 9 9. AY ; 
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nity at 
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0 . and — I I live i in my © own \ Houſs like a a 
« Cypher, without 12 taken Notice of. The 
« leaſt Check which he gives me, III cry out with 
all my Force, that the Neighbours may at leaſt 
« think, that all goes well; and if any of them 
„ ſhould come to my Alkſtance, Tu pull * 
0 E es out. | 
< 7 "beſcech yan, dear Mother, to repreſont to 
1 « my, Husband the unworthy Manner in which he 
« treats me, My Father, who is the honeſteſt Man 
in the World, never uſed you . ſo; I remember 
« well, when 1 was a little Girl, "that his Affection 


„ was ſometimes , ſo wan, that I N W he 
% as 100 we 


5 5 Bear 8 5 © 
Tour dutiful Danghter, e. 


| k IP Siſterent are the Notions of Love be- 
; twixt thoſe Northern Ladies and our fair Country- 

\ women; but ours (Thanks to good Parliaments! ) 
g is a Land of Liberty; and that Husband, who would 
t oor either Confinement or Baſting here, would be 
N ook d upon Worſe than a Mön = WO two Horns. 


i As our Comedies are the beff Repreſentations of 

5 Life, this Subject brings into 127 er the pro- 
1 found Policy K a Cobler in a mou Farce, who 

being catch d as he was beatin; ife with his 

- wh Po and ask'd the Reaſon © "Uh hard Uſage, 
. is 


nſwer was, that be lov'd the Jade very 4 well, bay 
be did * care * WAY * * * Ie 1 
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ſ MONG all the Abſurdities and Weakneſſes 
3 that humane Nature gives into, there is no 
one grounded with leſs Reaſons, or carried 
to a higher Extravagance than that of grieving 
immoderately for the Death of a Friend or Re- 
lation. There are many Topicks, and which are 
all of them Appeals to common Senfe, upon which 
we ſhould be diſſwaded, and wean our ſelves from 
this unavailing Cuſtom. V 
In the firſt Place, Death is the Leſſon of every 
Day: If we have it not within our own Doors, 
we cannot look abroad without hear ing of ſome 
Inftance of its Triumphs; nor can any one be 
ſoatch'd away ſo ſuddenly as to give us much 
Surprize at the Accident ; though the Shortneſs of 
Warning may be allowed to add ſome Strength to 
our Concern, from our not being ſufficiently pre- 
„ be Ion _ | 
It may be objected, indeed, that Reflections 
will ariſe in the Memory, to give us Sorrow, 
from the Comforts, the Conveniencies, the Endear- 
ments, which we enjoy d in the Lives of the Perſons 
whom we miſs, as well as for the Love and 
Affection which we bare to them; and Nature 
cannot, on the Inſtant, be repreſs'd and conquer'd 
in its Workings. The Guſh and Tumult of Paſſion 
will have a Vent, and make the Voice of Conſola- 
tion vain, till Sighs and Tears have taken off a Part 
of our Oppreſſion, and the disburthen'd Soul begins 
=o ſettle _ » 1 Tran wy ity. 8 
brings to my Mind a Paſſage, exquiſitely well co- 
ed from Nature, in the Character of SHAK E- 
SPEAR's Macdsff. When Lenox brings him Word, 
that the Tyrant Macbeth had inhumanly butcher'd 


his Wife, and both his Children, and Macduff is in 


* 


I 


ks... 4 4t 
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| all the Storm of Grief and Paſſion upon ſo ſhock- 
ing an Incident, the young King bids him diſpute it 


like a Man; to which the grieved Macdeff finely 


* 


replies, : 
enero Pal i cf 
But I muſt alſo feel it like a Man: 

I cannot but remember ſuch Things were, 


That were moſt precious to me! 


While the Flood - and Torrent of Grief is upon 
us, Reaſon and Conſolation, as above hinted, will 
not be able to ſtem the Tide; but we muſt endea- 
your, by every Reflection of Prudence and Reli- 
gion, to fortify againſt the Aſſaults of Paſſion. It 
would be a great Mitigatton to the Extravagance 
of our Sorrow, if we did but properly confider, 
that the Perſons whom we lament with ſuch Vehe- 
mence, are much happier than we that are left be- 


hind. They are removed from a Scene of Cares 


and Troubles, and only cut off from the Poſſibility 
of undergoing a further Series of unforeſeen Affli- 
ctions. We ſec and know, that no Circumſtarce 


in Life can ſecure us againſt Calamity. We may be 


puniſh'd and perplex d in ten thouſand Incidents, 
from which we can have no Shelter, and which yet 


ue had no Apprehenſions of falling upon us. Tho 


we have Acres and Affluence ſufficient to ſet us 


above the Fears of Neceſſity, all our Plenty will 
not guard us againſt the Attacks of a malignant Fe- 
ver, or the racking Pains of a Gout and Rheuma- 
tiſm. In ſhort, in whatever Poſition of Security 


we can hope to put our ſelves, we ſhall be ſome 


Way or other woefully convinc'd that the Foun- 
dation of our Safety is precarious. . 33 
But beſides the Conſiderations of Wiſdom and 
Morality, which ought to ſer Bounds to extraya- 
gant Sorrows, we are to go higher, and call in Sen- 
timents of 3 to our Aſſiſtance. We muſt 
look upon our ſelves, as we are, the Creatures of 
Ls | * | Providence 


| 
| 


ll 
[ 


P 


ä —-— — — — 


Y Woe ore —— — —— — —— 
"a * 8 — — = 
- — - * R 


+ 2 A PAN As —— — — — Ia 


* GN args 
, 2 — . 
. 
r 
3 fe — 
P _ 3 ded ome I 


— _ 4 — - — 
— 4 2 2 * 
* 4 — — — — 


134 MISCELLANY LETTERS, 
Providence and Properties of Heaven; that the Lord 
gives and takes away at his Pleaſure, and that it is 
our Duty to bleſs his Name, and bow to his Diſ- 
penſations- There is Grief of Piety, and another 
of Stubbornneſs. We may ſhed a Tear to Love, and 
the Memory of a departed Friend ; but to mourn 
without Limit or Moderation, is no better than 


flatly quarrelling with Heaven, and diſputing the 
Determinations and Purpoſe of the Almighty... 


The Poet, whom T have already quoted, has de- 
claimed as finely upon this Subject in his Hamlet, as, 
rhaps, any of our Divines have ever from the 
Reit : His Way of thinking is ſo juſt, and his 


Mons ſo ſtrong and pathetick, that no long 


Diſcourſe upon this Topick can have half the 
Weight and Efficacy. Hamlet grieves for the Loſs 
of his Father, more than his Uncle and Succeſſor 


of the Crown of Denmark, is willing to have him 


do; and upon this Foot takes the Privilege to ex- 
poſtulate the Caſe with his Nephew, and ſhew him 
the Unſeaſonableneſs of a too long Concern, in the 
following Manner: V 


— 


— 2 "Tis ſaveet, _ 5 1 1 
And commendable in your Nature, Hamlet, 
To give theſe mourning Duties to your Father: _ 
But you mu ſt know your Father loſt a Father, _ 
That Father loſt, loſt His; and the Survivor bound 
In filial Obligation for ſome Term 75 
To do ob ſequious Sorrow. But to perſevere | 
In obftinate Condolement, is a Courſe  _ _ 
Of impious Stubbornneſs. "Tis unmanly Grief ; 
I frews a Ml moſt incorrect to Head n, 
4 Heart unfortified, a Mind impatient, 
An Underftanding ſimple and un ſcbool d: | 
For, what ave knew muſt be, and is as common 
As any the moſt vulgar Thing to Senſe, 

Why fpould we in our peeviſÞ Oppoſition 3 
Take it to Heart? Fye | *Tis a Fault to Heaven, 
4 Fault againſt the Dead; a Fault to Nature, 
- . 5 a 2 ; > 5 To 
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nv Reaſon moſt abſurd „ whoſe common Theme 
Is Death of Fathers, and <obo ftill bas cry d, 


From a 15 Coarſe, till be that dy d to Day, 


This muſt be ſo, —— 


There is another Conſideration, that I had almoſt 


forgot, and which ought to interpoſe againſt im- 


moderate Paſſions, and this is, tho* we loſe a Friend 
in the Bloom of Youth, he may be, perhaps, too in 
the Bloom of his Vertues. It is a 1 8 Satis- 
faction to us that our Friends dye with Honour; 
that they leave their Names unſullied with any In- 
direction, or falſe Steps in Life, which no Body can 
promiſe that they might not have fallen into, had 
they longer continued upon the Stage of the World. 
This puts me in Mind of a Letter of Condolement 
and Conſolation, to a Father upon the Death of a 
beloved Son, in that Sett of applauded Epiſtles, 
which are attributed to Phalaris, the famous Sicilian 
Tyrant, It being ſhort, I have tranſlated it from 
the Greek, and with this ſhall conclude my preſent 
Diſcourſe. 5 | | 


 PHALARIS to LACRITUS. | 


« That you take your Son's Death ſo mueh to 


Heart, all Allowances muft be made; for I my 


« ſelf ſympathize with you in this Grief, and bear 
« it as heavily as I ſhould any Affliction entirely 
« my own: Tho' I am of a more ſevere and rigid 
« Genius in Matters of this Kind; becauſe I never 
« could obſerve any Benefits ariſe from exceſſive 
« Sorrows. Burt let This be one great Comfort and 
©® Refreſhment to you under your Calamity, that 
« he dyed bravely in Battle, Sohting for his Coun- 
« try; that having gotten the Victory, he was ho- 
« nour'd by Fate in ſo fortunate an End; and 


« laſtly, that Having never impeached his Character 
EIS 


« with any Baſeneſs, Death ſet the Stamp of Ver- 


ue on his whole Life. For a Man of Honour 
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« and Integrity, while yer living, may for ought 


„ any Body knows, degenerate into Se , 


 « worſe; ſo much more do Fortune and a thouſan 
« Circumſtances influence Men, than Principles, or 


« the beſt Maxims of Reaſon and Prudence : | But 


he, who perſiſts unblameable to Death, lays the 
Foundation of a fair and glorious Memory in the 
« Grave. Being of Opinion therefore, that he has 
made you an ample Return for the Benefits of 
Life and Education, in behaving himſelf all alol g 
« with Integrity and Honour; be fo far at leaſt 
« orateful and pleaſing to his Spirit, as w bear 


« the Sorrows of his Death mildly, and with En- 


« deavours of receiving Conſolation, 
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 ——>Pricſts are Patterns for the reſt, 
The Gold of Heavn, who bear the God impre ſt: 
If they be. foul, on whom. the People truſt, 
Well may the baſer Braſs contract a Riſt. 


Y 


OU have given us to underſtand, that by 


convenient Time for meddling with State- 


Affairs; whether this be the true and eſſential Rea - 
ſon for your changing your Subject, I will not de- 


termine; however, during this Receſs from Poli- 
ticks, you would extreamly oblige a great Number 
of your Readers, if you would take the Affairs of 
Religion a little into Conſideration. | 


held the whole Body of the Church of England 


Clergy abuſed, in a Nation where it is the only 


Religion eftabliſh'd by Law: Neither the Purity 
of their Lives, nor the Modeſty of their Manners, 
has been, able to defend them againſt the Calumnies 


your Skill.in Aſtrology, you find this an in- 


The World has of late, with Amazement, be- 
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of Atheiſts and Republicans; the Spirit of Fanatieiſm 


is again ſo thoroughly reviv'd, and has rhe Boldneſs 


to ſhew it ſelf, with all its Malice, againſt the Pa- 
ſtors of our Church. TS 


But if Forgiveneſs, and Meekneſs of Temper, are 


the diſtinguiſhing Vertues of Cbriſtianity, where have 
they ſhewn themſelves more remarkably than in the 
pacifick Behaviour of our Clergy, towards theſe 
Enemies of all Goodneſs and Religion? They have 
not given them Reprouch for Reproach, not turn'd 

their vile Calumnies upon their own Heads, as 


ſuch Ipſults, unprovok d, might in ſome Meaſure 


; ; The Independent Whig, a Paper whoſe Spirit and 
Deſign was to bring the Clergy into e 
and, thro' their Sides, to wound the Doctrine which 
they teach, is a Proof of what I ſay : "Tis well 
known how that Writer triumph'd in his Malice ; 
he grew, at length, as it were, wild with Impu- 


nity, and not content with abuſing the Servants of 


God here below, he was for ſtriking at the Autho- 


rity of Heaven it ſelf, like one of thoſe Men of | 
whom SHAKESPEARE ſpeaks, 


f Cou'd ſome Men thunder, : 
As ſove himſelf dot, Jove won d ne er be quiet; 8 
For every peltang petty Officer 
Nou d uſe bis Heaven for Thunder, 26 


This petulant Scribbler went on till he railed 


| himſelf out of Breath, and out of Argument; and 


no Man believed the worſe either of his Guide or 
his Religion, for all his Slanders. It is not there- 
fore our preſent Deſign to enter into an Argument 
in Defence of the Clergy of our Church, ſince it is 
allowed, that there is more exemplary Vertue and 
Piety, eſpecially amorg the inferior Part of them, 
than any other Church can boaſt; and their own 
Behaviour, when plac'd in Oppoſition to that of 


their Adverſaries, the Atheiſts and Fanaticks of the 


Age, 
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Age, will ſer them in a fairer and a more amiable 
Ligh , than any Thing we can ſay in their Favour. 

We ſhall therefore paſs by their Behaviour in the 
World to take Notice of their Behaviour in the 
Pulpir ; not only of the Truth and Soundneſs of their 
Doctrine iiſelf, but their more ingaging Manner in 
the Del. very of it. Tis known that the Fanatick 
Preachers of all Sects, to keep the People in-a Sort 
of Awe a/d Subjection ro their Perſons, lay Claim 
to a Kind of dicine Impulſe; and their Manner of 
ſhewing it is by ſounding a Parcel of quaint Wor ds, 
und ridiculous Phraſes, thro' the Noſe, or deliverirg 
them in a forced or unnatural Tone of Voice. This 
Practice is very merrily deſcrib'd by a modern Au- 
thor in hefe Word) we arent] 
* The Twang of the Noſe, which reſembles the 

Snuffle of the Bagpipe, was obſerved formerly to 

be greatly attractive of BritiÞ Ears; whereof the 

Saints had ſudden Experience by a me this 

new Faculty with wonderful Sueceſs in the Ope- 

ration of the Spirit; for in a ſhort Time no Do- 
ctrine -paſs'd for ſound and orthodox, unleſs it 
were dcliver'd thro' the Noſe. Strait every Pa- 
ſtor copied after this Original; and thoſe Who 
could not otherwiſe arrive to a Perfection, ſpi- 
rited by a noble Zeal, made uſe of the ſame Ex- 
periment to acquire it. So that I chick it may be 
truly affirmed that the Saints owe their Empire 
to the ſnufflirg of one Ar imal, as Darius did his 

to the neighing of another. . 

Next if we come to conſider the Subſtance or 

Stile in which they deliver their Doctrine, we 

ſhall meet with nothing but an incoherent Jargon, 
and a Parcel of mean and common Metaphors and Ima- 


/ 
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ges ridiculouſly apply'd. If the Deſign of preach- 
ing the Goſpel be to perſuade to the Practice of 
Vertue, it muſt be moſt likely to prevail, when it 
is dreſt up in the ſoft and powerful Charms of Elo- 
quence; where the Stile is plain, yet ſublime, and 
Keeping up to the Gravity and Diguity of the _ 
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as beautiful Originals in this Way of Writing; ſince 
there are a Number of Gentlemen now living, 


and little known in the World, who are bright 


Copies of thoſe great Authors before- named; ſo 
that we may venture to ſay, that the divine Gift 
of preaching is in the Poſſeſſion of the Clergy of 
the Church of England. 


There is no Man that either thro' Curioſity, or + 


otherwiſe, has frequented the Conventicles of our 


Diſſenters, but mutt have ſeen Religion abuſed, and 


debaſed, by ridiculous Feſts, and Attempts at Mit. 


This Cant is notoriouſly. the Vice of thoſe Pulpits, 


of which I beg Leave to give a Specimen; and 


yet I almoſt fear, ſo very abſurd and irreverent is 


it, that the Repetition of it will carry an Air of 
intended Prophanation. | 8 
One of theſe venerable Elders, I remember, 


preaching upon the Sacrament, and the great Sub- 


ſect of Faith, compared CHRIST to a Shopkeeper 
who dealt in all: Wares ; and, thereupon opening 


his wide Throat, cried out, God People, - hat d- 


you lack? What do you buy? Will you buy any 


Balm of Gilead, any Eye- Salve, any Myrrh, Aloes, or 


Caſvia ? Shall I fic you with a Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
or with a white Garment ? See here; what is it you 
want? Here's a very choice Armory, ſhall I ſhew 


you a Helmet of Salvation, a Shield, or a Breaſt- Plate 


of Faith; or will.you walk in and ſee ſome precious 


Stone, a Faſpar, a Saphire, or Chalcedon; ſpeak, what 


JJ ooo = „ | 

Another found out that the Soul of Man was like 
an Oyſter; for, ſaid he in his Prayer, our Souls are 
conftantly gaping afrer thee, O Lord, yea, verily, 
even as an Oyſter gapeth. _ | „ 

Bur, not to take a Surfeit of this Traſh :- When 
ſnch Men as theſe pretend to Faculties beyond our 
Underſtanding, and to be gifted with a Spirit divine 


What do they not deſerve for the Impoſture d? 


LETTER 
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"Tis He, who makes the Oath, that breaks it; 
. Not He, evbo for Convenience takes it: 6 
For He that ſwears againſt bis Will, 


of his own Opinion ftilli 


Mr . Miſt, | 5 | | 

x H O' you have of late, for Rea ſons Which 
| you have both communicatea, and kept 

from Us, withdrawn your ſelf from Poliri- 
cal Subjects, 1 hope you have not entirely caſtiicr'd 
them as improper for your Journal. I row ſend 
you ſome few Thoughts, iſſuing from. a Queſtion, 
that has been the Occaſion of many warm Debares ; 
Whether any Prince, ſuſpicions of the Faith of his 
People, is any ſurer of their Hearts, or Service, 


from having them under com puiſtve Ouths of. A 
France? It is a Topick, which, in the Argument, 
equally concerns all Governments; in the. Caſes 


and Facts which I have collected, more imme- 
diately concerns our own Country. 


All, who pretend to be acquainted with our own 
_ Hiftory, know, what a S:ruggle aroſe in King Charles 


the Second's Time, when that remarkable Bill was 


brought in, Inticled, An Act to prevent the Dangers 


evhich may ariſe from Perſons diſaffeFed to the Govern- 
ment: A Bill, in which a particular. Oath was 
cook d up, and impoſed to be taken by: every O.c 
under a Penalty; and upon which Occaſion a warm 
Author was pleas'd to obferye, that no Conveyancer 
could ever in more compendicus, or binding Terms, þ:ve 
ooh a Diſſettlement of the aubole B.rthright of En- 
land. | | 
* The Apprehenſions of this Oath ſo . 
the whole Bill met with the moſt violent Oppoſi- 
tion. And tho” the Keeper, and ſome other of the 


Court- 
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Court-Lords, recommended it in elaborate Speeches, 
and call'd it a moderate Security to the Church and 
Crown; yet the Debates laſted five Days before the 
Bill was committed, and, what had hardly ever 
happen'd to any Bill before, a Party of the Lords 
made two ſeveral Proteftations againſt it. 

Theſe Proteſtations, à ſufficient Evidence of the 
Zeal of the Court- Party, rais d ſuch a Sturm againſt 
the Subſcribers in their own Houſe, that the very 
Liberty of entring Proteſtations was diſputed; and a 
Vote paſs d, that the Reaſons given in the ſaid 
proteſtations did reflect upon the Honour of the 
| Houſe, and were of dangerous Conſequence, 
; They produced this deſired Effect, however, 
| that the firſt Thing enter'd upon, was, whether 
] 


there ſhould be an Oath at all in the Bill. The 
Lord Ha#ifax, who made a Figure upon this impor- 
tart Queſtion, with great Acuteneſs labour'd to 
make it appear, That as there really was no Se- 
« curity to any State by Oaths, ſo alſo no private 
« Perſon, much leſs Stateſmen, would ever order 
« his Affairs as relying upon it; and that no Man 
: « would ever fleep with open Doors, or unlock d 
« up Plate- or Treaſure, ſhuuld all the Town be 
« {worn not to rob: So that the Uſe of multiply- 
„ing Oaths, ſaid he, had been moſt commonly to 
« exclude, or difturb ſome honeſt conſcientious 
„% Men, who never would have been prejudicial 
« to the Government F 
Tat the Sentiments of this moſt Noble Lord 
were juſtly grounded, that an unpleaſant Oath im- 
pos d, was no firm Security, tho' digeſted, and com- 
ply'd with, the Admini ſtration, which preceded the 
Acceſhon of King Charles the Second, furniſh'd the 
No with one memorable, and unconteſtcd 
roo 8 | 
In the Uſurpation of OLIVER CROMWELL, the 
People being wearied with many Murders, Oppreſ- 
lions, and Impriſonments, daily committed by the 
Tyrant to ſecure his ill-got Power, they began to 
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turn their Hearts towards the Reſtoring of their 
Royal injur'd Sovereign King Charles, The Tyrant, 
finding the Peoples Inclinations, in order to try who 
were his Enemies, and well knowing moſt of them 
to be Men of Cenſcience, invented an Oath known by 
the Name of the Solemn League and Covenant, This 
Solemn League and Covenant all the People of En- 
gland were oblig'd to take, under Penalties of Fines, 
Impriſonments, and Sequeſtrations, at the Will and 
Pleaſure of a Sett of Villains commiſſioned for the 
Purpoſe, by the Name of SEQUESTRATERS. 
This Oath at the firſt putting of it had the defir'd Ef- 
fect. The Men of Conſcierce were ſhock'd at the 
Thought of abjuring their lawful King, and choſe 
rather to ſubmit to the ſevere Penalties impos d on 
them for their Refuſal, than violate their Faith in 
ſo high a Degree. However, the Number being 
but = in Compariſon with the Multitudes that 
had taken them, the „ himſelf ſo ſe- 
cure, that he omitted no Acts of Oppreſſion and 
Cruelty, that either his Pride, Ambition „ 8 
put into his Head: Nay, even went ſo far as to 


abuſe his beſt Friend, the very Men that ſacrificed | 
| their King, their Country, and their Conſciences, to il 
| | elevate this Monſter, under a miſtaken Notion of 7 
| | Religion, 118. and Preperty. His Friends, toueh'd t 
with the ill Uſage they met with, and at length ] 
| ſceing their Miſtake, and the Miſery they had 
| brought upon their Country, ſoon brought to paſs 
| what his Enemies could never compuſs without 
| their Aſſiſtance. To this Purpoſe they perſwaded 
[ } bis Enemies not to boggle at a Bug-Bear, which 
| they called the Solemn League and Covenant, ar- 
guing, that an ill Oath bound to nothing but Re- 
pentance ; that it was Folly in the higheſt Degree, 
to let their Perſons and Eſtates lay at the Will and 
Pleaſure of a Tyrant, whereby they became ut- 
terly cn e of ſerving their Royal Mafter ; 
that ſuppoling it to be a Crime to take the Solemn 
League and Covenant, yet as taking it by Ins 
TE e an 
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make them more diligent and active in reftorin 


their King. For if it is a Crime, there is no Par: : 
don. without Repentance, and no Repentance with- 
out Reſtitution; which the Scripture hath declar'd 


to be fourfold : Therefore they would the more 
exert themſelves to do Juſtice to their Maſter, and 


| be reveng'd of a Tyrant, who, not content with 
their Lives and Eſtates, would force them to ſacra- 


fice their Conſciences to his Will and Pleaſure. 
Theſe Arguments prevailing with moſt of his Ene- 


mies, the Tyrant found it hard to diſtinguiſh who 
were his Friends, which created ſuch Terror and 


Confuſion in his Mind, that he was never after eaſi 
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and contrary to their Conſciences, it would only 


but grew jealous of every Body; he doubled hisG Fans | 


and his Fear ſo intimidated him, that it threw him 
into a violent Sickneſs, in which he expired, full 


of Terror and Remorſe of Conſcience, for all his 
Actions. On his Deceaſe, his pretended Friends 


joining his Enemies, they ſoon brought about the 


happy Reſtoration, which was ſo univerſally accept- 


able to the People, that there never was known 
ſuch Joy and Acclamations among them. All for- 


— 


mer Heart-burnings and Differences among the diffe- | 


rent Parties. were forgot, and nothing was heard 


but Long live King CHARLES! inſomuch that the : 
King, at his publick Entry, was heard to ſay, that 
he eyondered where qwere the People that kept bim out 


ſo long. 25 Phe | 
In my next, perhaps, I may give you ſome Ac- 


count of the Steps taken by the ſeveral Parties for 


bringing about this happy Reftauration. | 


I ſhall only add, that, ro me, the Dexterity and 


Management of the Rebels of thoſe Days is very 
ſurprizing, that they ſhould make the Solemn League 


and Covenant ſerve like a two-edoed Sword, firſt to 


guard the Uſurper from his greateſt Enemies, under 


the Ties of Conſcience, and afterwards, in the Way 


of arguing, to make the ſame Solemn League and 


Covenant, under the ſame 'Ties of Conſcience, as a 


double 


* 
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_ double Obligation upon thoſe Perſons that had taken 
it contrary to their Conſciences, to come into their 


Schemes when they thought fit to reſtore their 


King: But the Ways of God's working with Man, 


are paſt Man's finding out! , + 
And Servant, 
| ANGLICANUS. 
— 0 * — — | — 


* 


| - Expellas Furca licet, uſq, recurret. Hor. 


HE Criticks will have it, that a Dramatick 
Writer, who chuſes to work upon an Hi- 
Porical Story rather than a Fiction, ſhould 

take Care to pitch upon ſome Point of Hiſtory, 


which happened remote in Time from the Age in 


which he lived; and that it is à Fault againſt the 
Rules of Drama, that a Story ſhould be too Mo- 


dern: For, firſt, they tell us, that we are apt to 


conceive an higher Idea of the Dignity of the Per- 
ſons who lived ſo long before us; and that the 
vaſt Diſtance of Time ſtrikes us with a greater Ve- 
neration for their Names, as the Perſons of the 
Drama in Tragedy ought to be of the higheſt Cha- 
racter in Life. | 5 

But there is another Reaſon ſtill more material 
for preſcribipg this Rule to Tragick Writers; which 
is, leſt the Audience, who may be ſuppos'd to be 
familiarly acquainted with a modern Story, ſhould 
be ſhock'd and diſguſted at ſeeing Facts and Cir- 
cumſtances alter d; fince by a poetick Licence, a 
Writer is allowed to alter, or curtail a Story, in 
order to fit it for the Scene. By this Liberty, 
he is, however, bound to give Vertues to his _—_ 
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which he never had; leaſt the Audience, who will 
not give their Fae a vicious Character, ſhould nor 
be touch'd with his Diſtreſſes, when they come to 
the fatal Cataſtrophe of the Stor. 8 
But a Writer of Hiſtory is by no Means to be al- 
lowed this Liberty; he is neither to alter nor cur- 
tail his Story; and it will be ridiculous in him te 
give his Hero Vertues which he never had. The 
Difference therefore is, that the Dramatick Writer is 
to repreſent his Hero as he ought to be; the Hiſtorian, 
exactly what he was: The firſt is allowed to draw 
his Materials from Fancy and Imagination, and put 
them together at his Pleaſure; the ſecond is oblig'd 
to follow 'Truth, Step by Step, to dive into the ſe- 
cret. Paſhons of the Soul, and to form all his' Scenes 
upon Nature. e 
PLUTARCH has given a fine Deſcription of 
the Courage and Generofity of Alexander; he has 
- produced many Examples of his extraordinary Mu- 
d nificence to his Friends and Followers; and prais d 
's his Modefty and Princely Behaviour towards the 
n unfortunate Family of Darius. He tells us, this 
e 
* 
0 


Priuce was at firſt an earneſt Encourager of all 
Vertue ; and has given us a memorable Example of 
his Juſtice in the Puniſhment of the Traitor Beſſzs, - 


a who had murder'd his greateſt Enemy and Rival in 

* Fame, King Darius; but, above all, his ſingular 

py Humanity and Abſtinence upon a March thro'a dry 
e 


Country, when the whole Army was near periſh'd 
with Thirſt. The Story is this, ſome Macedonians, 
who had ſtray d ſeveral Miles from the Army hav- 
ing met with a Spring, fill'd ſuch Veſſels as they 
had, and meeting Alexander panting with Heat, and 
almoſt choak'd with Thirft, they pour'd ſome into a 
Helmet, and offered ir to him to drink; he ask'd them, 
to whom they were carrying that Water; they an- 
wer d, to their Children: Upon which he return'd 
it to them again untaſted, biddin; them, carry it to _ 
their Children, for he would not drink in the Sight 
of ſo many braye Men, who were ready. to finle 
% VJ 
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| down with the ſame Extremity of Heat and Drought, 
When it was told him tliat ſeveral of his Followers 


royn' proud with the tco. much Wealth they en- 


Joy'd by his Munificence, had been ſo ungrateful to 
| 


Tpeak ill of him behind his Back for it; he only 
anſwer'd, that it became a King to do Good to others, 
tho he Pould be evil ſpoken of for it. 


All theſe beautiful Actions are recorded of Alexan- 


der by Plutarch; yet the ſame Author tells us of his 
killing Clytus in a Debauch, of his ſetting a City 


4 


on Fire at the Inſtigation of a Jewwd Harlot, of all his 
Fices, his Follies, and his Cruelties; That in the 


midft of all theſe Exceſſes he gave Ear to falſe Ac- 


_ cuſations, and grew ſo exaſperated, when any Body 


ſpoke ill of him, (being conſcious to himfelf he 
well deſery'd it) that he became Savage and In- 
i... EE 7 T2 
This is doing Juſtice to the Man of whom he 
writes, without attempting to impoſe upon Poſterity, 
than which there cannot be a mae diſhoneſt 
Action; and the Writer who omits ſome Actions, 
and palliates others, or plays the Sycophant in repre- 
ſenting the Actions of the Dead, in order to pleaſe 


the Living, perhaps may be well enough qualified 


for a Writer of Romances, but cannot be regarded 


as an Hifforian. „ | 
It is certain, that when Plutarch wrote, all the 


Deſcendants and Friends of Alexander were dead; 
ſo that he had nothing to hope from the Favour, or 
fear from the Reſentment of any Man: And, there- 


fore, was he at the greater Liberty to purſue Truth 


without Biaſs or Prejudice. But we know thar, in 
the worſt of Times, Men have been aſhamed of ap- 
pearing publickly in the Proſecution of Truth. Even 
under the Reign of NE RO Lucan writ his Pharſalia; 
the Deſign of which was to extol the Actions of 
Pompey and the Republicans, and leſſen the Reputa- 


tion of thoſe who changed the Commonwealth of Rome 


into a Monarchy. We know that Caſſius was à great 


Soldier, and had ſome Notions of Honour, 1 we 
Ot, RE 5 know 
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Paſſion of Avarice, by which he was govern'd, often 
carried him beyond the Rules of Juſtice. We know 
all the little Arts and Contrivances of Marcus Craſſus 
in accumulating of Wealth ; and his Name is more 
diſtinguiſhed at this Day for his 4varice, than for his 
overcoming of Spartacus, and putting an End: tos the. 
War of the Slaves, a War which made Ronm tremble, 
when it was at the Top of its Glory and Power. 
We are at this Day acquainted with the moſt. /ecret 
Vices of all the Roman Emperors ; and ſome, who. 
had Altars built to them, and were worſhip'd as 
Gods while they liv'd, are deteſted as Beaſts of 


Prey, or any Thing elſe that is hateful to our Inia- 
0 gination. It is the ſame in all Nations; there is 


- not a Man who has been thought worthy. of being 
taken Notice of in Hiſtory, but his Vices, as well as 
e yertues, are tranſmitted to us. We know the De- 


y. baucheries and Cruelties of HAM T the Erghth ; 


and even our Favourite Queen ELIZABETH, the. 
Glory of our Hiſtory, has not been ſpar'd for. ſhed- 
ding the Blood of MA R'T Queen of Scots. Not an, 
Hiſtorian is extant, who has treated of her Life 
and Actions, in whom ſhe does not ſtand condeman'd. 


to have blemiſhed all the reſt of her Conduct. 


well as now, who, to recommend themſelves by 
their Writings, endeavoured to ſtifle ſome Actions, 


are not come down to us; and this ſhews the Pre- 
valence of Truth, and at the ſame Time ſhould be 
a Leſſon to Great Men, by which they might under- 
tand that the. World is not to be impoſed upon in 
Things of this Nature. Tis Vertue alone that 
muſt procure. a laſting Fame. A certain Author 


tation by the Methods of Infamy; or to think to aſpire 
lo Greatneſs by the Ways of becoming Odious and Cn. 
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of Envy and Cruelty for this one Action, which ſeems 


No doubt, there were Sycophants in all Times as 


and put falſe Gloſſes upon others, but their Works 


lays, that Nothing ir more abſurd than to aff ct Repu- 


temptible; 
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the Men who ha 


@ Bottom that will certainly fink under the Weight. 
He builds his Hopes of a great Name upon a falſe 

Baſis, who thinks by Terror or Authority to reftrain 

the Pens of Writers, or ſtop the Tongues of Others; 


and (thoſe who would pretend to give us a Cha- 


rater void of human Frailties, would impoſe upon 


us what Nature never knew. 


8 


- 'T have ſomewhere read of a Prince (no doubt, a 


great Tyrant) who was ſo fond of being well repre- 


ſented to e that he took into Penſion all 

any Reputation for Letters, ex- 
cept ſuch as would not accept of Penſions; but if 
a Man bad the Reputation of a Wit, and would not 


accept of a Penſion, he was impriſoned for Liſe 
without the Uſe of Pen, Ink, and Paper; thinking 
by this Method to ſecure to himſelf a good Name in 


Spight- of Tyuth. But even this would not do; for, 
as ſoon as he died, his Life was writ at large, and 
all his Vices ſet open to the Day, and the Writings 


of the infamous PENSIONERS burnt as they 


deſerv d. 


„ * 


LETTEX Xxx 


Fr is obſerv'd, that in thoſe Nations where 
| there is little or no Trade, and of Conſequence 
a general Poverty, there is always a very nume- 
rous NOBILITY; all the Sons of a Family are 
Princes, Counts, or Marqueſſes ; and though they have 
bur very ſcanty Allowances for their Support, yet 
they muſt not apply themſelves to any Sort of 1s 
duſtry, which is as much as to ſay, they muſt not 
be good for any Thing, leaſt they ſhould diſgrace 
their Families, Thus their Minds being ſpoiled in 
their firſt forming, that is, in their Infancy, being 
_ 
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temprible; and to propoſe to ere a mighty Fabrick upon 
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buoy'd- up with ſtrange, Notions of their own pre- 


eminences above the reſt of Mankind, they become 


uſeleſs to theniſelves, and unprofitable to the Common- 
wealth. _ 777 £ 
In my Travels, I fell into an Acquaintance with 
great Numbers of theſe, but ſcaree ever met with 
any of them, who had a good Underſtanding 
in the Affairs of the World, their Converſation 
generally turning in Praiſe of Nobility ;. I have 
for Hours together heard one of theſe great Men 
declaim upon the Grandeur of his own Houſe; in 
a thread - bare turn'd Coat: And when I was at 
paris, ſeveral Counts and Marquiſſes of my Ac- 
quaintance lodg'd in the premiere Etage, or, as the 


Vulgar expreſs it in Engliſh, in the frſt Floor, if 


you enter at the Top of. the Houſe. Nor is this joint 
Pride and Poverty peculiar only to France; for in 
my Progreſs thro Germany I have frequently had 
the Honour of being admitted to dine with three 


or four Princes at a Six penny Ordinary. 


But the Genius of Trade, which has advanced 


this Iſland in Credit and Strength above irs Neigh- 


bours, has in à great Meaſure baniſhed ſuch a filly 
Pride from our Hearts. 'The Deſcendants of good- 
Families among us do not value themſelves upon 
being w«feleſs Members of the Commonwealth; 
nor are they aſhamed of putting themſelves upon 
the Level with the induſtrious Part of Mankind, 
and of raiſing their own Fortunes, and of adyancing 
the Intereſt of their Country by ſome honourable. 
Traffic. es Cs Ar iy 
Tunis brings me to obſerye how honourable the 
Character of an ingenious Trader ought to be a- 
mong us; the Generous Merchant commits his 
Fortune to the Winds and Seas, and ſends his. Manu- 
factures of this Land to be worn by Nations on 
the other Side of the Globe; he explores new 
Branches of Trade, and invents new. Manufactures 
to hit the Tafte or Caprice of other Countries. 
By this Means he employs new Hands, and brings 
H 3 home 
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home the Wealth of other Nations to enrich his 
own; I believe it will not be diſputed, but that 
a Merchant, who has diſcovered ſome new Branch 
of 'Trade, or revived one decayed, does his Country 
a more ſignal and laſting Service, than a General 
Who wins her the moſt important Battle. This 
is the Man who advances the Revenues of the 
Crown, and raiſes the Price of Land; and I have 
often wondered that when ſich Men as theſe are 
by their Loſſes reduced to Diſtreſs or Poverty, that the 
Support of them and their Families ſhould not be 
part of the public Care, ſince it is not improper 
to ſay, that they fall in the Pwblick Serv/ce. 
The Man who carries on any ſuch uſeful Trade 
ameng our ſelves is not without his Share of Praiſe ; 
in this Capacity I look upon my ſelf, as no 
unprofitable ende of the Commonwealih, as a 
ee I employ a great Number of 
ands, and it is a Plcaſure to me to conſider that 
while I am doing my own Buſineſs, and endea- 
vouring to divert my Guntrymen, I am putting Bread 
into the Mouths of a great Number of helpleſs, 
indigent People. That T eaſe ſeveral Pariſhes 
of a certain Charge, by finding Employment for 
Women and Children; and that I am inſtrumental 
in preventing others from running into ſuch evil 
Courſes, as might bring them to an untimely 
End, which Idleneſs and Want of Bread will ſome- 
times force them to. 179 TEL 
The Wiſdom of the People of Holland is much 
admired by all Strangers, in Regard that there 
is no ſuch thing as a common Beggar to be ſeen in 
that Country: The Poor are ſo much the Concern 
of the State, that the Commonwealth ſupports 
them comfortably, bur ar the ſame time finds 
them all in ſome Mort, according to their Strength 
or Age, ſo that they are little or no Burthen to 
the Publick. I conceive, that I have in ſome ſmall 
Degree imitated the Policy of this State; ſince 1 
aſſure the World, that even ſome of the — f 
| * 1 an 


and Blind get their own Livings by my Labours. 
I have a bInd Acquaintance, who ſupports a little 
Family by ſelling my Feurnals ; This Family conſiſts 
of an old Wife and one Servant; the Servant is a 
faithful Dog, who is his Maſter's Guide, and 
cor ducts him rhro' his Walks to ſell his Papers; 


a:d if by any Accident this Paper ſhould fail of 


coming out but one Saturday, à great many poor 
People would want a Sund y's Dinner by it. 


” — = by 


Thus ſome diſabled Perſons are imploy'd, wha 6 


are incapable of getting Bread any other Way. 
If I ſhould give a Detail of all the Off ers of 


my- Heuſtou ld, I ſhould make my ſelf a Man of 
ſtrange Conſequence in the Eyes of the World ; 
perhaps, my Family would appear like that of 


a litrie Sovereign; 1 have my Secretaries, my Spies, 


and Arerts, and (I bluſh while I pronounce it,) L 
alſo make uſe of Informers for a better Intelligence. 
L. may venture to ſay, there is not a Man in 
Great Britain that knows more Secrets than, my 
ſelf; not a little Frailty is committed at Bath, or 
Tunbridge, by any of the Fair Sex, but the firſt 
Poſt brings me an Account of it; and I have 


more Repmt.itions in my Pocuer, than Shillings in my 


Purſe. 


this wou'd bring me in Huf-Money ; but I have 
nor learnt to make the Moſt of my Poſt, that is, 
to take BRIBES ; therefore my Coreſpondents muſt 
not be offended, if I do not publiſh all their In- 


telligences. And, on the other Hand, I aſſare thoſe 
whom theſe Iiitelligences may concern, that ſuch 


as I do not ſacrifice to the Publick, are kept ſacred 


to the ſtricteſt Privacy; and tho' I am frequently 
haunted by a Set of thoſe Buſſe- Bodies, and Spirits 


of impertivent Curioſity, who would count it the 
higheſt Satisfaction cf their Lives to have the 


Peruſat of my Packets, and ſift into the Secret of 
Hands, and private Scandal, I religiouſly reſiſt alt 
1 55 their 
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If I had any thing mercenary in my Temper, | 
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their Importunities, ef the Loſs of many a good Piece 
of Veniſen, and gratudinary Preſents at Chriſtmas, 
But to return to my ſelf more immediately in 
my-publick Character; I appear to my ſelf of Con- 
| ſequence in nothing ſo much as theſe two Points, 
that the greateſt Heads in the Kingdom may at jſome 
Hours be employed in contributing towards my 
Lucubyations, and that I am a ſmall Branch of the 
publick Revenue. ; . | 
I may be reckon'd only to flatter my ſelf in the 
- firſt of theſe Points, or that I defire io make an 
Oftentation of my grear Correſpondents. But theſe 
little Arts of 9wackery I leave to thoſe infant JOUR- 
NALISTS, who are ftrurgling for ſome Reputation. 
I have Reaſons for what I here advance: For 
ſome of my Packets are ſo intricately written, and 
in ſo abſtruſe a Scracul, that to a Perſon. of much 
Suſpicion, they might be miſtaken for Letters in Cy- 
| | hers: Theſe I ſhould conceive, both from the 
| _- Hand-Writing, and the particular Privacy of their 
Conveyance, to be ſent from the moſt eminent 
LAWYERS, were they not ſometimes fo unguarded, 


Wr pr IR mom — = 2 
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and ſo liable to Innuendo's (which, I think, is one 
of the Characteriſticks of Law-Produ&:ors) that I. 
am often taken to Task for publiſing more than I 
wnderſtand. If I may be allowed to borrow a 
ſmall Witticiſm, tho' I am a Man of Letters, I have 
never yet ſet up for a Man of Learning. This De- 
fe& lays me open to many Inconveniences; for, be- 
ing like a Child under Gwardianſip, if my Corre- 
ſpondents, who are my unknown Tru ſtees, prove ei- 
ther careleſs, or diſingenuous, my Perſon and Eſtate are 
to bear the Burthen of their Male Adminiſtration. 
There are other Packets continually tranſmitted 
to me, which I have as ſufficient Reaſon to be- 
lieve are the Productions of the moſt elevated Ge- 
nius's, for they are ſo nearly allied to Madneſs, that 
they can be nothing but the Efiuvia's of great Wit. 
"Theſe, indeed, I have the good Senſe to ſtifle, leaft 
| „„ they 
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they ſhould be artificial Prophecies, and by Wancing 
at what I cannot foreſee, draw me into a Pre- 
nun, £ + „„ 3 


As to my being a Branch of the Publick Revenues, 


tho' it may be an inward Satisfaction to my Mind, 


yet as it is the Duty of every Member in the Com- 


monwealth to contribute his Mite, I ſhall not 
much applaud my ſelf upon it. If the Payments, 
which we publick Writers are obliged to make by the 
Proviſions of Law, will anſwer any Salary, or be 
otherwiſe ſerviceable to the Government, it is ſuf- 
ficient for a Man in my Sphere, and I diſcharge my 
ſelf one Debt to my Country, | 

I have ſtolen ſo much Latin from Converſation, 
that J am ſenſible in a great Part of this Eſſay I 
have been gulity of a Figure call'd Egotiſm. If I 
offend in This, I am to ſollicit the Pardon of my 


Cuſtomers ; but when I am become the Subje# of 
other publick Papers, it is no great Liberty to be 


allowed to talk of my ſelf. I have, however, endea- 


vour'd all along to avoid flattering my ſelf on any 


private Merit: And even my Enemies, I 
will forgive me 
tion. e 


for not entring into Self-Accuſa= - 
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FCE 
Ver. Miſt, 5 
= il Things at all Times mayn't be ſpoke, 

For nought's right ſaid, but hat's well took; 


And aubo avould keep himſelf from Danger, 
Muſt make his Tongue to Thoughts a Stranger. 


/ 


plicit Opinion, and looking at Men through 

the magnifying Glaſs of Admiration! I am 
not ſingle, I believe, among the Croud of your Rea- 
ders, that conſidered you as an Aſtrologer, and one 
deep in the Science of Planetary Contingencies, I 
concluded, from this Opinion, that you knew, at 
leaſt, how to ward any malevolent Influences that 
might affect your ſelf ; and took Care if I may 
make bold to uſe the Expreſſion, to caſt the Na- 
tivity of all your, Diſſertations,” and examine what End 
they were like to come to. But from ſome late 
Inftances of the Diſturbance that you have met with, 


H: W widely may we be deceived by an im- 


alas! I plainly find, Nemo mortalium omnibus horis 


Jepit . The Stars Tam afraid, have ſtrangely twinkl'd 
in your Horoſcope ; for F cannot ſuſpe&, that you 
run your ſelf into Scrapes, as the SPECTATOR. 
uſed to profeſs he was ſometimes dul, merely on 


Purpoſe, 


I hope you'll pardon me the Freedom of a Com- 
pariſon, but, really you are ſomething like the 
Worm in Æſop, who was Phyſician to every Body, but 
could not cure himſetf ; ſo you have pretended to 
preſcribe 'Times and Seaſons to every Ni. how, 


and what to write; and don't ſeem to know how to 
uſe them in your own Caſe. For who, that knew 
' himſelf fo well as you would have us think you do, 
would have ventured to; write characteri ſtics in the 
Dog-Days ? A Subject, ſo feveriÞ in its Nature, that 
| > id few, 
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few, or none, can bear it even in December] I con- | 
foſs, I have not read your Character of the Duke of 
| MARLBOROUGH; for, having. a great Eſteem for 
your Parts and Perſon, I was not willing to ſee it, 
leaſt out of Complaiſance to a Friend, or my own . 
Thought, I ſhould have been obliged ro condemn __ 

you, which Iam very loath to do; and J have this 

Adyvautage in not reading it, I hope to turn it to 
JJ ⁵ 8 : 

Having mentioned Zſop, it brings to my Mind a 
Story in that Account which the laborious Monk 
Planudes has given us of his Life. This unhappy 

| Wit, he tells, being put to Sale with two of his 


Comrades, and the Merchants that came te buy, 

5 being defiroys, by ſome previous Queſtions, to know 

the Talent and Qualities of their Slaves before- 
[ hand; one of the Fellows, to recommend himſelf, 

c profeſs'd he could do every Thing, and the other, 

t that he could do any Thing; ſo that poor Æſep was 
E reduced to ſay, that He could do nothing, all being 

=_ done already to his Hande. e 

a This Story, in one Circumſtance at Jeaft,.ſeems to 

c bear a Reſemblance to ſomething in your Conduct. 
D So many Heads and Pens had been buſted in the 

5 Task of Panegyrick upom our late General, that they 

d had left no Room for you to add any Thing freſh 
u to his Praiſe, There's this Difference, indeed, be- 
X twixt Tus and ZEſop : You, . rather than be idle, 
Fe 


would be doing ſomething, though, like Sir Martin 
Mar-All, to your own Prejudice: And the fair 
Speakers. having ſo exhauſted the Subject of his 
good Deeds, you were reſolved to go a contrary 
Way, and rip up-ſome of a different Complexion. 


And, I fwear, I can ſee no great Difference in 
Ny the Effe&s of Panegyrick.and Calumny : For, as the 
to Diamond ſhines the r for being ſet in black, 
W ſo a few Faults, imputed to a Heroe, heighten the 


o, Character and Glory of his Praiſe; and, like Foils, _ 
he ſerve to enhance and ſet off the Luſtre of his good _ 


at Actions. E 


Perhaps - 
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perhaps you meant to take that intricate Road of 
"Applauſe : However, in printing this, you'll con- 
vince me, that One JOURNALIST can be ingenu- 
ous enough to publiſh, even what is not penn d 
in his own Commendations. oY 
: Your fincere Friend, 
And conſtant Reader, 


PHILALETHES. 
p. S. Pray get ſome Body to read to you HE- 
SIOD upon Works and Days; and remember to mark 


in your Calender, CHARACTERISTICKS unlucky 
in the Dog- Days. 15 5 


_ 
8 


— 
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LETTER Xxx 
— Quando uberior vitiorum copia ? Quando 
Major Avaritie patuit finus ? Alea quando 
Hos animos? neque enim Loculis comitantibus itur 
Ad caſum Talulaæ, paſita ſed luditur arca. juvy. 


1 Mr. ifs, yy 5 e 
ih Y O U, ſome Months ago, entertained us with 


an Eſſay on Gaming, conſidered in a politi- 


A. cal Light, I now ſend you a few Thoughts 
Il on it, as praiſed in the common Acceptation. As 
| 1 our Vices all ſtarted in the earlieft Days of the 
1 World, we may find Gaming among the reſt, of a 
| 18 very ancient Date. The Game of Cheſs is ſaid to 
1 have ow'd its Original to the Invention of Palame- 
N des at the Siege of Troy : And we know from Ho- 
mer, and Atheneus upon him, that the Suiters of Pe- 
nelope play d at ſomething like this among them- 
fel ves, and, from their Succeſs in the Game, form'd 
Tu Hopes of obtaining the Lady in Marriage. I know 
11 ſome of the Commentators are of Opinion, . 
N | | they 


ee 
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they play'd at Dice; but the Deciſion of this Que; 
ſtion does not lye upon me here 

_ *Tis certain, Vices need nothing more to make 
them pos, ular, than to be eſpouſed by the Great, 
whom the Multitude have always an Anbitionto 
imitate, The Oriental Countries ſoon fell into the 

Cuſtom of Gaming, and roſe to ſuch a Pitch of Ex- 

travagance in it, that, as Plutarch informs us, Pary- 

| ſatis, the Perſian Queen, and Mother of Artaxerxes, 

was ſo bewitch'd io Dice, that ſhe, playing with 
her Son, would loſe, at one Caſt, a thouſand Da- 

ries, which amount to ten thouſand Pounds of our 

Money. SR et ee oo cd tf v2 

ALEXANDER the Great, no doubt, in his Eaſt- 
ern Conqueſts, ſaw enough of the Fatality, and 

- pernicious Cuſtom of exceſſive Gaming, und found how 

the Infection was borrow'd by his own Court; When, 

as the ſame Plutarch tells us in his Treatiſe upon the 
wiſe Sayings of Kings and Commanders, that this 

Prince find ſome of his Friends, becauſe he per- 

ceived they did not play, but made a ſerious Mut- 

ter of Dice, and put their whole Fortunes at Ha- 
zard upon the Chance of a Caſt. FS : 
It cannot, indeed, be ſaid, that the Introduction 
of Gaming into Europe, was owing altogether to this 
Prince's Aſiatick Conqueſts, or was, till then, a new* 
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1 Thing to our Part of the World; for Plato, who. 

- was the Maſter of Alexander's Maſter, and conſe- 

s ny an old Man before that Prince was born, 

8 ceing a Youth at Dice, reprimanded him with this 

e artful Saying, It may be a ſmall Crime to play at Dice, 

a but tis à great one to get a eee ele. ie ee CAR 

0 When this Vice, however, from the Practice of 

2— Alexander's Court, grew to be more popular in 

o- Greece, it ſoon ſpread into other Countries; and, 

e- among the reſt, rooted it ſelf deeply in the Re- 

a- publick of old Rome. 535 1 

d is true, there were wholeſome Laws that were 

W provided to reſtrain it, under Penalties; but Wars, i 
at and other greater Cares of the State, ſometimes un 


gave 
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gave an Umbrage to private Vices, and, while the 
Sword was drawn abroad, judiciary Severities re- 
mained ſheath'd in the Scabbard of Indemnity. It 
is certain, the Inhibition of Gaming at all Seaſons 
was ſtrict among the Romans, except during the 
Celebration of their Saturnalia, a Time that diſ- 
pens'd with a Number of Freedoms, as the Car- 
nivals now held at Rome, and other Places, do at 
this Day. This was the only Exception, when Play 
was licenſed with them, and that it did not fall 
under the Extent of their Laws; unleſs we muſt 
rake Notice here of a Privilege, which they were 
conſtantly indulged in, of throwing Dice to deter- 
mine who ſhould be Kings of the Company, and 
preſcribe Rules at their Drinking Bouts; to which 
Cuſtom Horace has more than once alluded in his 
Odes. 8 | 
But Morality was never at ſo low an Ebb as un- 
der the Government of their Emperors ; havirg 
robb'd the People of their Liberty, they were to 
throw them in ſomething which might keep them 
from thinkirg too cloſely of their Loſs. Gaming, 
on this Account, got a new Scope and Liberty, 
while the Princes themſelves were conſtar-t and ex- 
ceſſive in the Exerciſe of it. The good Auguſtus, 
who refcrm'd many Abuſes in the State, lov'd and 
pratti>'d Gaming in his own Perſon : Caligula not 
o ly follow'd, but was a notorious Cheat at it: 
Cleudius was ſo iniemperate in this Practice, that 
he playd even as he rode about in his Coach, 
and gaind ſo much Experience as to compoſe a 
Bock on the Suhject. Seneca, I remember, in his. 
farcaſtical Deification of this Emperor, when, after 
a great many Adventures, he has, at laſt, brought 
him to Hell, makes the infernal Judges condemn 
him, as the woſt proper Puniſhment-1n.the World, 
to play continually at Dice with a Box that had the 
s in Hopes, and 


* 


Bottom out, which kept him alway 
yet always baulk d his Expectations. 


To 
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To what a Pitch of Ex ravagance Gaming was 
rown in the vertuous Reign of Domitian, is evi- 


ent from the ſatyrical ae of - Fuvenal, which 
I have placed ar the Head of this Diſcourſe, 


and which I ſhall here give you as tranſlated 
dy Mr. DRYDEN: f : 


What Age fo large a Crop of Vices bore, 
Or when ab Avarice extended more? : 
When «were the Dice with more Profu ſion thrown? 


- 5 wut fd Fob not emptied noe alone, 


at ſe ameſrers for whole Patrimonies play - 
. The, Steward brings the Deeds which muſt convey | 
The hft Eſtate. What more than Madneſs reigns, 
en one ſhort Sitting many hundreds drains, 


And not enough is left him to ſupply 


Board- ævages, or a Footman's Livery ? 


Having mentioned Seneca, I muſt ſtep back to tell 
a little remarkable Story, in which that Philoſopher. 
has deſigned to give us an Example of wonderful. 
Reſolution and Contempt of Death ; but which, 
with Submiſſion to his better Wiſdom, ſhews more 
flagrantly the great Influence which the Love of 
Gaming, and Deſire of gerting the better at it, has 
on the Minds of Men, and the wonderful Stupidity 
which it cauſes to all other Concerns whatever: 
The Story is this; Canius ꝓulius had happen'd. to 
fall under the Diſpleaſure of Caligula, and was, 
by his Command, ſentenced to die. The Centu- 
rion, coming by with his Tribe of Malefactors, 
and having Orders that Canius ſhould ſuffer With. 
them, found him zealouſly engag'd, at the Game of 
Chefs, Canius, upon his firſt Summons, roſe up, 
and preſently fell to counting, his Men; bidding his 
Antagoniſt be ſure not to brag falſſy of the Victory 
after his Death, and only deſiring the Centurion 
to bear Witneſs, That he had one Man upon the Board 
more than his Companion ; which done, he. readily 
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to Execution. 

may be worth while to take a View under what 
Reſtrictions and Diſcouragements it has continuall 
roſe: To which End I have made ſome Collections 
to ſnew in what Odium, Contempt, and Scandal, it has 
been held in the Eye of Kings, and other good 


the Civil Law. a 
To begin with Cicero, tho' no King, the Guſt 
of playing at Dice was ſo deteſtable to him} th 


thony in the Senate-houſe with his wild and diſſo- 
lute Way of Living, he could find no Refleftion 


be kept a Houſe full of Drunkards and Gameſters. 

Phraartes King of Parthia had ſo great a Contempt 
of Gaming, and thought it an Employment ſo much 
below the Dignity of a Prince, that, to deride the 
Levity of Demetrius King of Syria, who was an 
exceſhve Lover of Play, he ſent him a Sett of 
little Golden Dice. | 


under his Roof, but baniſh'd every ſuch a One 
from the Court. | 5 

Charles the Seventh of France made a ſtrict Edict 
againſt all Manner of Gaming within his Domi- 
nions; „ | 


Country, King Fames the Firſt in his Letters of Ad- 


Dice, which depends all on Fortune, or /I'ght of Hand, 
and the Cogging and Col lu ſion of the Caſters, ſuits beſt 
with d/ſſolute Spendthrifts, and extravagant Soldiers, 
that venture all they have at the Drum- Head. 
If we will turn back to the Primitive Ages of 
_ Chriſtianity, we ſhall find that it ſtood in the Ca- 
1 | | talogue 


join'd himſelf to the poor Wretches that were bile 


As this is ſo extenſive and epidemic. a Vice, it 


Men, in the Eye of the Church, and in the Eye of 


when he took the Freedom. to reproach MAR Ay. 


more to his Ignominy, than by telling him, That 


Laurentius Valla tells us, that Ferdinand King of 
Arragon would not ſo much as ſuffer a Gameſter to be 


And to come home to an Inſtance in our own - 


vice to his Eldeſt Son, tells him, That playing at 
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talogue of Crimes, which bore the blackeſt Tin+ 
 fture and Complexion. Some of the Fathers of 

the Church would not ſuffer Gameſters to join in 
Communion, leſt they ſhould infe& the Pious with 

their Society. St. Auſtin us'd to ſay, that the An- 

cients judg'd what was got by Play ſhould be as 

much re ſtor d as what was taken by Theft. St. Chry- 

ſoſtom pronounced Gaming not to proceed from God, 

but to be the Invention of the Devil : And St. Cyprian 
carried this Sentiment a little further; for he 

would not allow Dicers to be Chriſtians, but ſaid that 

he could not be a Friend to Chriſt, who held any 
Friendſhip with Cbriſts Enemy. 5 : 

As it had ſuch rigorcus Treatment from the Ad- 
vocates for Religien and the Church, ſo. it did not 
meet with much better Quarter from the Law. 

For the Ancients not only reckon'd Dice in the 
Number of ſcandalous Games, but look'd upon its 

noted Profeſſors ſo ignominious, tliat they would ne- 

ver ſuffer their Evidence to paſs in any Courts of 
Fudicature : And, by a Law among the Egyptians, 

a Gameftey lay open to the Accuſations.of every 

one, and, upon Proof againſt him, he was ſent to 

dig ii the N = et io re} | 

We may add to This that the Lawyers ſay, an 

Action lies to be brought by him who has paid 

any Sum loſt at Play, as for the Recovery of Money | 

aid that was not due. Conſonant to this, it is "= 
laid in Pandects, or Collection of the Civil Law, 
That if any one ſhall beat the Man, under whoſe. 


n Roof Dicing ſhall be pradtis d, or do him any Da- 93 
d- mage, or take any Thing clandeftinely from him, 1 
at no Proſecution, or Action of Damages ſhall be brought 

id, for the ſame: And if any One were conzifte&of 

eſt torcibly obliging another to Play, he was either 

rs, to be ſent to the Mines or clap'd up in the pub-/ - 

lick Priſons. | 1% a+ == 

of Cujacius tells us, that by ſome Laws, the Win- 

ba- ners were ſtripp'd of what they had won, and 

ue the Monies were employed by the State to pub- | 


lick .. 
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lick Service: By other Statutes, they were fined 
four Times the Sum they loſt at Flay, or committed 
to Priſon till Payment made : Ard we know, thar, 
by the Reſcian Law, they were ſenter.ced to Baniſh- 
ment, who played at Dice, ard loſt beyond what 
their Circumſtances could aliow. ex 

I conJd quote here many terrible Inflances, on 
Record, to prove, that from the Impieties ſo fre- 
quent from the Provocations of PI, Providence 


has interpo«s'd to puniſh Gameſters much more dread- 


fully than Human Edict, in their ſtrongeſt Iuflie- 
tions : But of all Weakneſſes I am fearful of the 


Imputation of Bigotry and Superſtition, almoſt next. 


to That of Atheiſm, 


may venture to aſſert that no Fertues have ever 


proceeded from Gaming : Some good-narur's Follies 
may have, been committed thro' the Means of ex- 
eeſſive good For: une; as it is recorded of Theodorick 
King of the Goths, that, when he had a good Run 

at Dice, he was ſo veiy liberal, his Domeſticks uſed 
to watch thoſe Opportunities to obtain any Thing 
which they had to ask of him: For he was uſed 
to parcel our all his Winni:.gs amongſt Them. 


On the other Hand the 71! Effects of Gaming are 


certaii ly numerous, and a whole Train of Grimes 
are adopted and propagated by its Diſciples. 7/idere 


takes Notice that Frauds, and Lies, and Perjuries, al- 


ways attend Gaming: As well as Hatred and Animo- 
ſities, and the Undoing of our Fortunes. To theſe 
we may add the Overturnirg of Induſtry, Diſci- 
pline, and good Order; the Loſs of our Time, the 
Corruption of our Morals, and rhe injuring of our 
Piety. Daniel Scuter, in his e which 
he has eall'd Palamedes, has attempted to prove that 
by Gaming the whole Sett of Commandments are 
broken and ivfringed. l 55 

As it encourages Idleneſs, ſo it makes Men baſe, 
and acquaints them wi h mean Shifts, by putting 
them under ſtrong Neceſſi ies: And often, when 
their Fertunes are exhauſted by ilk Luck, it deſpe- 
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rately ſends them upon the High-Way for a Recruit 
of Subſtan tee 5 ; 
It has frequently fallen under Obſervation, that 


Gameſters, having loſt a conſiderable Sum, would 
| loſe all they were worth, and ten Times: more if 


they had it then in their Cuſtody, thro? the vain 
Hopes of recovering themſelves, It is an Infatua- 
tion upon them,'-wholly to rely upon their encrea- 
ſing their Fortune by the Science, and neglect all 
other Advantages in Life. It is reputed a Folly in 
all Caſes whatever, to run the Riſque of a Certainiy 


for Uncertainty : Yet this Frenzy is the Governing 


Maxim of the Gameſter, | 1 
A Father can neither acquit himſelf in Prudence, 
or Duty, who ſuffers his Child either to game, or 


be preſent at it. Youth are to be tempted; and it 


is a Queſtion, whether he who begins at a Stake 


for Pins, may not in Time come to Stake his pa- 


trimony. Beſides Gaming ſo much alters the Tem- 
per of a Man, that one of unblameable Converſa- 
tion at other Times, when put out of Humour by 
an ill Run, has been known to thunder forth 1mpre- 
cations, With an Air more ſuitable to the Character 
of a Fury, than a Man bred up ih the Rules of 
Chriſtianity. The Anxiety and Kean under 
which Gameſters are, put them much in the State 
of the Fabulous Prometheus, tortur d with the con- 
tinual Gnawing of the Vulture: For they are perpe- 
tually pain'd either with the Sorrow of Loſs, or 
the. Fear of Loſing. 26.7. , ant ewe 
No States, or Kingdoms, can be too ftri& in re- 
ſtraining this Vice, or too thoughtful how to extir- 
pare it. It is one of Cicero's Characteriſt ks of the 
Duty of a King, that Nu al ter efficio fungitur ſuo, 
quam dum utilitati hominum conſulit. The Emperor 


Fuftinian had certainly ſuch a View to his Duty, 
tor, his Law againſt Gaming has this Introduction, 
"Wherefore regarding the Good of our Subjects, He by this 
Law enjoin, that no One of them ſhall preſume either in 
 publick or private Houſes, or other Places to play at _— 
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To conelude, common Gaming is by our Statutes a 


common Nuſance : We do not want our Laws to diſ- 
countenance, and puniſh it: And it is & Pleaſure 
to ſee our Fiftices of the Peace, have, by Directions 
from the Throne, laudably diſtinguiſhed them- 
nes by putting in Execution the Laws made to ſup- 
| | fear J have been a little roo prolix, but hope I 
ſhail not be found tedious; as I have endeavoured to 
imbelliſh my Diſcourſe with Stories, and conſulted 


Entertainment as well as Inſtruction. 


„„ 
PHILALETHEsS. 


» "0" "0 nt... drach ** —— ———_——_—___ 


— — 1 


=; LET T E R XXXV. 8 


Sure tis an orthodox Opinion, . 
That Grace is ſounded in Dominion; 
Great Piety conftſts in Pride, - © 
To rule, 7s to be ſanflify'd, Had. 
T is the Opinion of ſome Men, that there never 
was a Power but what would make it ſelf ar- 
A. bitrary, if it could; when thoſe, who govern, 
have nothing more to fear from thoſe who are go- 


vern d, the deprav'd Nature of Man will ſoon be- 


gin to ſthew ir ſelf. Alexander the Great, grown 


giddy with his Succeſſes, in the Extravagance of his 


Vanity, was not content wich being connted the 


Son of a King, nay, of a wiſe and valiant King too; 


he was perſuading the World, that he was of divine 


Original, and, by making himſelf a God, betray'd 


himſelf to be a contemptible Madman. Other Men, 


in Degrees of Power much inferior to that of Alexan- 


der, diſcover a great deal of the like Frenzy. The 


climbing too high an Aſcent is enough to make 
1 | ſome 
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ſome Mens Heads giddy, it ftaggers their Minds, 
and they neither act nor think as they did before; 
like Men who walk upon the Ice, they appear time- 
rous and circumſpeC& at firft, but finding themſelves 
well ſupported, and that Things go ſmoothly on, 
they ſeem to forget what they are, fancying them-_ 
ſelves to be of a more exalted-Species than the reſt 
of their Fellow - Creatures; and they go on as if they 
thought that the World and Mankind was made for 
then e ˙ Ts 25 oY STR”. 

In the Eaſt the Princes from their Infancy are 
taught to believe, that all Mankind were made to be 
their Slaves; and, that they are placed in that high 
Station not to labour for the publick Good, but to 
live in Pleaſure and Luxury, to be look d on and ador d. 
In Countries nearer to us, we ſee when any Thing 
is to be done, it is only ſaid, tis the King's Will; 
when they go to War, they fight not for their Coun- 
try, bur for the King; and if a Minion of the Court 
ſhould be rais'd to be the firſt Miniſter, he ſometimes 
has Guards appointed to attend his Perſon ; and eve- 
ry Ragamuffin, who is employ'd in the moſt ſet vile 
Drudgery about the Court, has a Notion that his 
Blood is the better for it, and accordingly looks for 
a ſuperior ReſpeCt. : ES os 

Among us, who are a People divided into Parties, 
theſe ſlaviſh Notions are not carried to-ſuch a Head; 
yet it is obſerv'd, that, what we call the Doctrine of 
paſſive Obedience, has been ſucceſſively eſpouſed by 
each Party according as it prevail'd : Whether the 
prevailing Power has been Whig or Tory, it has endea- 
your'd to enforce a blind Obedience; 'we have more 
than once ſeen Men ſtickle againſt Power, when they 
had no Share in it, and afterwards grew more arbi- 
trary themſelves, and endeavour to juſtify it by Ar- 
gument. Our Republicans of forty one, who brought 
a vertuous ald an honourable King to the Block, made 
the publick Liberty their Pretence ; but as ſoon as 
they had got the Power imo their Hands, they 
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made the People feel what they only apprehended 
before. 8 ee e 

As I am a Collector of any Thing worth preſer- 
ving, whether it be Book or Pamphlet, I ſend you a 


Quotation, wherein this Management is well expo- 


ſed ; it is from a Pamphlet printed in the Year 
1649, called, 4 Learned, Conſcienticus, and Devout 


EXERCISE, held forth at Sir Peter Temple's in Lin- 


c Ins- Inn Fields, by Lieutenant General CRO M- 
WEL, and ſaid to be taken in Short- Hand; but 
I rather ſuſpect it to have been written by the Wits 
of thoſe Times, to ridicule and expoſe the Hypo- 
criſy and Tyranny of the then reigning Party. The 
Text, and ſuch Parts of the Diſcourſe as I thought 
fir to extract, are as follow. e 


Let every Soul be ſubject unto the higher Pocuers, &c. 

Rom. Chap. xiii. V. 1. | F | 
TN EARLY beloved Brethren and Siſters, this 
| Text is a malignant one, the wicked and ungodly 
have abuſed ir very frequently; but, Thanks be to 
God, it was to their own Ruin, yet their Abuſe 

ſhall not hinder-us from making a right Uſe of it. 
Every Thing is ſubject to be abuſed, be it never 
ſo holy or good: The Man of God, the Creatures 
of God, are all ſubject to Injuries and Abuſe ; The 
Council of State, the Parliament, the Army, the Gene- 
ral, have been, and are daily, abuſed, nay, even my 
f, have not eſcaped the Violence of thoſe Sedu- 
cers, whoſe Tongues are ſharper than a two-edg'd 
Sword; my very Face and Noſe are weekly malign'd 
ard ſcandalized by thoſe ſeribbling Mercaries ; inſo- 
much, that were it poſſible, they would raiſe a Fa- 
ction in my Forehead, and make Mutinies among 
my very Teeth. Ir's very true, I have a hot Liver, 
ar.d that's the Reaſon my Face and Nc«f: are red; 
for my Valour lies in my Liver, not in my Heart, 
as other Mens: Never any Man could ſay my Heart 
was ſtout ; indeed, the General's lies there, and that's 
N 5 the 
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the Reaſon: his Face is pale. You know I never 
was a Drunkard, and yer I might have been a 
Drurkard, if I would; yet I am a ſober temperate 
Man, elſe I had never been ſo good a Soldier. 


But what is it the Malignants will not abuſe, who 
let not to abuſe themſelves ?. I'll warrant you they 


would abuſe our very Wives too, if they durſt; £ 


and, I fear, ſome of them do ou know What 
mean; but no more of that at preſent, _ 
My Text, you ſee, is Scripture, and Scripture muſt 
be believed next to our diviner Revelations, be it 
what it will; but the Malignants, they would inter- 
pret it one Way, and we, the Saints, interpret it 
another: Now, let every Man judge whether they 
or we are to be believed; whether, I ſay, thoſe un- 
godly Cavaliers thar fought to uphold Tyranny and 
Antichriſt, or we that fought ſor Liberty and Freedom, 
and for eſtabliſhing the Kingdom of King eſs ; 
ſurely, Beloved, it is we that are in the right of it; 
I thi:k none of you will deny it. 
But now I have fpoke of Kings, the main Que- 
ſtion is, whether by higher Powers are meant Kings or 
Commoners , truly, beloved, it is a very great Q e- 
ſtion amor g thoſe that ſay they are learned; bu:, I 
think verily, they make more ſtir about it than 


needs; for may not every Body that can read, ob- 


ſer ve, that Paul ſpeaks in the plural Number, the 
higher Powers ? Now had he meant Subjection to a 
Kine, he would have ſaid, ler every Soul be ſub- 
jec ro the þ gher Power; that is, if he had intend- 
ed no mor? than one (for he bids us be ſubje& to 
the higher Poqvers) that is, the Council of State, the 
Houſe of Commons, ai d the Army. I hope I have 
cleared this Point, fo now I will come cloſe to 
the Words themſelves; and ſhew you truly, and 
plainly, without any gaudy Rhetorick, what they 
ſignify to us; that you be not deceived; and, I 
tell you, this is not to be done by every Spirit, but 
only by ſuch who are more than ordinarily endow- 
ed with the Spirit of diſcerning. I confeſs there are 
„„ many 
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ma y gocd Men, and Women, amongſt you, that 
inter.d well, and ſpeak well, and underftard well; 
but you cannot apprehend well all Things that lurk 
in Scripture Language, tor lack ef a ſufficient Mea- 
ſure of the Spirit; they muſt be inwardly called 
thereto, or elſe they are ſubject to Errors and Miſ- 
conſtructions. Hp ** . 
Come on then; Let every Soul be ſubject, &c, 
whereby we ſee all Souls, good or bad, are bunnd to 
be ſubject. A. Souls College in Oxford muſt be ſub- 
1 to the Vſitors; A-Souls Day, tho' a ſuperſtitious 
Hely-Day, and ftrily kept by the Papiſts, nfüſt be 
ſubject to Labour and Toil ; your Souls, Brethren 
and Siſters, muſt be ſubject to Perſuaſion, to Love, 
Familiarity and Friendſhip ; to all Things that may 
increaſe or elevate, the Spirit kindle, and take Fire, 
like Tinder, upon every Glance, and Spark of our 
Affections. N „ 
But let us look yet a little further ; Let every Sou] 
be ſubject to the higher Poævers; what thoſe Powers are 
I have told you before; they are the Council of State, 
the Houſe of Commons, and the Army; that is, let is 
the People be ſubject to the Council of State, the Coun- n 
eil of State to the Houſe of Commons, they to the 
Army, the Army to the General, and the General WM ” 
to me; To me, I ſay, who have plotted, adviſed, in 
counſelled, and foughr for both you and them 8e 
theſe ſeven Years. Dear Brethren, I ſpeak it not th 
in Oſtentation, but with Glory to God, who has I! 
enabled me to perform theſe great Things; for, ill oc 
beloved, it was I that juggled the King into the 0 
Iſle of Wight ; it was I that diſſolved the Treaty; bu 
it was I that ſeized him, and hurried him to Li 
Hurſt Caſtle; it was I that ſer Petitions on Foot the 
throughout the Kingdoms; it was I that contri- 0. 
ved, with the Help of my Son TJreton, the large 
Remo ſtrances of the Army; in a Word, it was : 
T that cut off the King's Head, and releaſed you ſom 
all from the Fetters of Norman Slavery and Bon- bet 
dage ; and therefore, I hope, beloved, you Wy at mY 
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| low me to be the Author of all the Kingdom's pre- 
Jon nn f 
Ir is true, beloved, the General is a four and va- 
liant Man, and hath great. Appearances of God in 
| him ; But the Truth on't is (let me tell it you 
under the Roſe) he wants Brains to do any Thing 
of Moment. I ſpeak in Honour of the Man, Be- 
loved, but truly he is too great to be ſo good as 1 
we muſt have for « General ; (for, you know, he is 
a Lord) and unleſs he be a Lord and no Gentleman, | 
which I fear he will not acknowledge himſelf, he 
cannot be for our Purpoſe ; the rather too, becauſe 
he is eaſily ſeduc'd, and led away by every Wind 
of Doctrine. Therefore I think my ſelf, and 
my Son Ireton, may prove of greater Uſe to the 
Republick, than any other; and if we be but once 
acknowledged Governors thereof by the People, 
we beliers we ſhall anſwer their ExpeCations to 
„ Hair's Breadth ; which, if ever we do, then, Be- 
re loved, it is I and my Son Jretoy who are the bzgb- 
te. er Powers meant in the Text; to whom Suhjection 
5 is commanded ; for, as I ſaid before, it muſt be to 
n- Wl ore than one. | = „ | 
I thank them, they have made me General for 
Ireland, and you know I am upon the Point of go- 
ing thither : But then, Beloved, ſo many of you as 
go along with me, muſt be mindful of the Text; 
that is, you muſt be ſubje& to me, and thoſe whom 
I ſhall inveſt with any Command under me ; when- 
ſoever we bid you go, you muſt run; when we bid 
you ſtorm, 770 muſt do it, tho” it be againſt nothing ”— 
but Stone-Wallgg, you owe us your Lives and | 
Limbs, and all rhat you have, whenever we demand 
them ; and that freely, not grumbling, for you muſt 
ſubmit to the higher Po- n. 


Thus far our old Friend NOLL, and this is, in 
ſme Meaſure, the Senſe of moſt Men, when they 
tet into Power. There lived in thoſe Days a Crew, 
who would not bear a Lawful Power, tho exerci- 
C <- I "= 
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are mix'd with Satyr, it is a Wonder that the Law 
of Self-Preſervation, ſo natural to Man, ſhould not 
induce them to be filent. . 85 


It a Blow : He compares a wicked Man in Power to a 


not that every particular Man has had his Lamb, 
that ſome have been a Prey to his Appetite, and 
| him. as a common Enemy. He adviſes Writers, 


therefore, for their own Sakes, not to attack the 
Offender While he is in Command, and has the Faſ- 


ſed with Moderation; yet when they got the Power 
into their own Hands, made uſe of ir for no other 
Ends than to ſtrip, pillage and oppreſs the People; and, 
in the midſt of theſe Tranſactions, laid Claim to 
the divine Right of Nun- Reſiſtance, pretend that all 


Pocvers whatſoever were of Gd. 
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 Natſo Comeda ft jiuven:. 
Tu, quid Ego & Populus mecum deſidevet, audi. Hor, 
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POLITICAL Writer may not improperly 
de compared to a Candle, Which, whilft it 

. gives Light to others, burns itſelf. I ſup- 
poſe there will need no Comment to explain this; 
almoſt every Reader having either heard, or ſeen, 
ſome Examples of the Truth of this Maxim. But, 
conſidering the Danger which Writers incur by 
medling with political Subjects, eſpecially if they 


r 


x 


There is an ancient Author, whoſe Name I have 
forgot, Who accounts very ratiorally for this Hu- 
mour of Men. He ſays, . that Vice is ſo naturally 


bated by all, that every Man's Fingers itch to give 


Fox, or « Wolf, that is courſed through a City, every 
Man runs out of his Houſe to ha a Stroke at it; 


or his Gooſe, worried by this Beaſt, but it is enough 


Men, conſidering the Malice of his Nature, purſue 


ces 
8 4 f 5 ? 


* 
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ces at his Diſpoſal; bur rather to Wait for a Changes 
as great Men will find a Change wnavoidgble one 
Time or other: Either the Caprice of the Prince, 
or the Importunity of the People, brings it about, ſo: 
that we ſeldom ſee a Favourite continue long in 
Power. When Favourites are tripping, and in the 
Declenſion of their Intereſt, then, ſays my Author, 
you may attend them with Safety; for you are 
ſure to have. Mankind on your Side; this laſt I take 
to be an ungenerous Method, for it is unmanly ro 
fall upon one who is already down; and to meddle _ 
with them while they are in Power, is dange- 
rous : wherefore, in the Courſe of theſe -my Eſe ; 
ſays, I am reſolved: to have nothing to do cn the 
Greet. 1h THR Gf NG 
There are ſome Stations of Life, in which, they 
ſay, a certain Malice and Cunning: grows upon a 
Man, whether he will or no; I read a Story in 
a French Author of a: Man who languiſhed under a 
long Indiſpoſition, the Cauſe of Which the Phytis 
cians with all their Art could not diſcover; at 
length, the Man dying, it was reſolved to-open_ 
him in order to diſcover the Cauſe of his Deaths 
I ſhould inform the Reader, that it was at the 
Time that Mary of Medicis was Regent, that the 
Government was extreamly hated by the Peoples 
and that this Man had an Employment at Court? 
being a kind of Secretary, and taking upon him the 
Province to diſcover the Deſigns xgainſt the Go- 
vernment, and mark out the Di ſaffected. e -a, 
obſerved all his Life to have a moſt ſubtle, and ma. 
lieious Sagacity for the Buſineſs in which he Was 
employed; and proſecuted the poor People wick ä 
an ill- natur d Diligence F Dur, being opened „when 1 
the Phyſicians: came to look into his Head, they 
| found the Pan, where the Brains ſhòôuld be, filled 
up with a Neſt of | Serpents, which had: bred; there. 
Being aſtoniſhed at ſo uncommon an Accident;'they 
beld a Conſultation to diſeover what might bethe 
natur al Cauſe of ſo ſtrange a Progeny 3 and after 10275 
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they had conſidered, that all human Bodies are 
apt to breed either Worms or Maggots, they came 
to this Concluſion, that as other Bodies engender | 
the Inſects before-named, it was not at all unrea- 
ſonable ro ſuppoſe, but that a Body, compounded 
1 of ſuch malicious Particles, might naturally engender 
* i= Serpents, 15 e 
1 No doubt there are Men now living, who have 
Whole Neſts of Serpents in their Brains, which 
wy be cafily diſcovered by their great Cunning, 
and Induſtry in Miſchiet; ro keep out of whoſe 
Clutches I ſhall avoid making Refledions either up- 
on Perſons or Things, and endeavour: to entertain 
my Reader with Matters that ſhall both divert and 
inſtruct. Nor ſhall the Affairs of the World paſs by 
nunobſerved; the Czar ſhall not make a S ep, but [ 
will have my Eye upon him; nor ſhall the Rebel 
Miriveis form any Attempt againſt the Sopbi of Ferſsa, 
but I will give publick Notice of it, for I hate 7ray- 
tors; the Beaus and Ladies ſhall k: ow from me the 
whole Ceremony of the King of France's Corona- 
tion, with the particular Dreſs of that beautiful 
young Monarch, as well as if they had travelled to 
Rheims to ſatisfy their Curicfity ; and there ſhall 
not be an amorous Intrigue, or a Robbery in Europe, 
but what my Readers ſhall have a faithful Ac- 
count oft. bore VV 
Thus far as to Foreign Affairs, in Domeſtick no leſs 
Care ſhall. be tak-n ; my Country Reader ſhall be 
acquainted. with every Intrigue, or Action, which 
occaſions any Diſcourſe in Town; and my Town 
Reader with every Thing that deſerves Notice in 
the Country.” n 
I ſhall take the Affairs of Wir and Gallantry in 
a particular Manner under my Conſideration, and 
make my Remarks upon Plays and Players, with the 
Freedom of a candid Critick ; and as KEYBER 1s 
at preſent reputed the common Enemy of all Mit, if 
he does not mind his Carriage, perhaps we fhall 
take him, and ſome. of his reputed Plays to Tab 
OF _ 
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and the Perſon who has been diſtinguiſhed by the 


Trunk of an old Oak muſt not fall aſleep upon the 


Siage, unleſs he would have his Drowzineſs di- 


Ax the Seaſon of the Year is now adyancing when 
the Theatres will not be only the chief Diverſion, 


but allo rake up a great Part of the Converſation of 


the gay and young; and as it is well known that all 


the young Fellows, at their firſt ſtarting into the 
d. affect the Characters of Wits, by 2338 
to make Remarks upon Plays : To the En 


Wo: 
therefore 
that they may rot talk ignorantly hereafter upon 
theſe Subjects, as the Cuſtom is at preſent, and may 
be able to give Reaſons when they venture to 
praiſe or condemn, we ſhall often write upon theſe 
Subjects. N | | - | 
As to other inoffenſive People who never wade 


out of their Depths, or venture to talk of Things 


they do not underſtand, and only ſee Plays for 
D verſion, we ſhall let them know why they - are 
pleas'd or diſpleas'd, which is ſomething more than 
they know already. „ 

And to the End that no Perſon may diſpute my 
Aurhority, I do hereby conſtitute and appoint m 
ſelf Critick-General of Great-Britain; and do by the 


| Preſents ſummon the'&ffiflunce'of all the Learned 


and Ingenious of this great City, and of both Uni- 
verſi ies, towards the baniſhing of Iznorance and 
falſe Tafte, which like the barbarous Goths ard Van- 
dals, is breaking in upon the Empire of Wit. 
As my Fame is already pretty well eſtabliſhed, I 


doubt not but theſe my Endeayours will have a 
very good Effet; for I have heard it laid down as 
a Mixim that an Opinion of the Doctor is hhlf the 

Cure; I don't know whether I owe my Sueceſſes 


to this, but certain it is, if I were to enumerate all 
the Cures I have performed, it would take up a 


Volume. ; 


„ 
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When I talk of Cures, the Reader is to under- 
ſtand that I am conſulted as a Phyſician, and an 


Aſtrologer, as a wiſe Man in the Affairs of Love; but 


let the Diſtemper, or Grievance, be what it will, 
1 have one _ which I think ſeldom fails of 
doing the Buſineſs. F „„ 
I ſhall give two or three Inſtances of extraordi- 
nary Cures performed by me. - + —_ 
Dame Alicia Crab of Herefordfire, Widow, when I 
was laſt in that Country, complained to me of be- 
ing tormented with violent Fits of the Spleen, inſo- 
much that ſhe often diſturbed the whole Family, 
and no Servant could live with her ab ve a Week; 
1 having conſidered the Spleen to be a Cephalico- 
byſterico- ypocondriaca compounded Malady, I ſay, 
I having wiſely conſidered this Matter, adviſed her 


The whole Family have found the good Effects of 
this Preſeription, for on the Days ſhe reads the 
e a Ceſſation from ſcolding for at 

caſt ſix Hours. „„ 


to take in MIS T's Forrnal. 


* 


Fieremy Trim, of i Napping, . Barber; baving a great 


Family, and being moreover much addicted to Beer 


and Beer, 1 to me that he had quite loſt 
his Trade, an | 
done in this deplorable Caſe: IT having caſt a Fi- 


adyiſed with me what was to be 


gure, and conſulted the Stars upon it, and pitying 


. 4 «.-the poor Man becauſe of his great Charge, adviſed 


him to take in MIST's Fournal. 


: He immediately got as much Buſineſs as he 


could turn his Hands to; for it happening that the 


great Flux of his Buſineſs coming in always on the 


Saturday- Night, the Cuſtomers would not wait till 
it came to their Turns (for Trim was a ſtrict Ob- 
ſerver of the old Proverb, Firſt come, firſt ſerved) but 


upon his taking in this Journal, it has had ſo good 
Man 


an Effect upon their Patience, that every 


amuſes himſelf with reading, till it comes to his 
Turn to fall under the Hands of cleanly Mr. Trim, 
Who, in his joking Way, was pleaſed to tell 5 

| that 
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that he is grown. ſo Harp by my Advice, that not : 


* 


remember, on a Journey I took in a Stage- 


Couch, I, met with an Incident ther did not m lirtls 


tickle my Vanity ; we Pere five in Company, among 
which was a very honeſt Gentleman, a Parſon, who - 


as ſoon as we came to our Inn at Noon, like a very 


goed Guide led us into the Kitchen to inquire what 
was for our Dinner: The Cook informed us, a Leg 


of Mutton and a Gooſe, which would be ready in 


about half an Hour. We were ſhewn in to our 


9 40 


was a very Orthodox Divine, pronounced this Sen- 


rence, that if they had had Mis Ts Fournal, the Gooſe 
| would have been voafted enough, ' 


Upon this Encouragement I ſhall, with this Pa- 
per of mine, undertake the Cure of all Diftem- 
pers, whether Spleen, Love, Fealouſy, or too much 
Wife. 'That great Philoſopher, Sir Francis Bacon, has 


prav'd, that Reading is good for all Diſtempers, if 


the Subjects are judiciouſly applied: I have ſome- 
where elſe given a Hint of this, therefore let the 


Patients ſend me their Caſe, as their Water, and I 


will write ſome Eſſay fit for their Diftemper. 
I hope this 18 of mine may meet with as 


much Credit as did That of a certain itinerant 


Doctor, who never travelled half is far as I, who 
lighting into Company with a Crew of Seamen, 
N ä : I '4 : ſer 8 
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ſer forth the great Vertues of his Pills, which 
were good for all Diſtempers incident, or not inci- 
dent, to human Bodies; but the Seamen all finding 
themſel ves ſound, and in perfect Health, refuſed to 
buy any of his Packets ; upon which he aſſured them, 
they were very proper to be taken in Order to 


prevent Sbipævreck. 
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LETTER XXXVI 
Mr. xp, : 


"HO" you have threaten'd us lately to de- 
celine Politicks, that is, as we apprehend, 


Subjects that may bring you into Danger, 


an Eye to your Safety, | 
The PARLUIAN NT of Great-Britain is at 


nd may they never haye Caufe to repent of this 
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liament continued a.. conſiderable Time, and it was 
| obſerved that always, before their Meeting, there 
was a general Dump firuck upon the Minds of 


Men; publick Credit ſunk, and languiſhed, as if 


ſome Miſchief were to fall upon it from their Pro- 


ceedings; and every Man, Who had any Property 
in his Country, was apprehenſive of Ruin without 


being able to give a Reaſon why. It was after- | 


wards. found that their Fears were in ſome Degree 

rophetick, and the Events in ſome Meaſure an- 
iwered theſe their Apprehenſions. 

I will not point out what Parliament this was, let 

it ſuffice that I am in no Fear of ſeeing the lite 

again; and if we may take an Omen of Succeſs, 


from the preſent Expectations of them, we are 
in a fair Way of ſeeing our Grievances redreſt. 
But, upon conſidering the preſent great Joy of <2” > 
the People at the Meeting of their Parliament, a 


Man is naturally led to refle& on the Miſery of 
Men in thoſe Countries, where thoſe Guardians of 

Liberty are ſet aſide. How happy ſhould I be now, 
were I oppreſt by Power, or had felt ſevere 


Ulage from the Tyranny,” or Corruption, of Magiſtrates, 


or their Officers, (if Magiſtrates, or Officers, could 
be corrup:ed) that I know where to apply my ſelf 
for Relief; that I know where to ſue for Defence 
in my juſt Right, ro thoſe whoſe Buſineſs: it is. to 
ſee that the Weak are. not oppreſt by the Strong; 


To thoſe, who have Will*and Power of puniſhing 


the greateſt Oppreſſors in the Kingdom, if they pre- 
fume to rk ro” that Pale, par, 4 the Law. | 
ſer up for the Defence of :the People. . 
To the Inftitution of Parliaments I owe the pre- 
ſent Liberty of . ſpeaking with. Freedom upon any 


* 
1 


Foint in which I am aggrieved... If 1 find my ſelf 


in any Degree oppreſt by the too. great Severity 
of any Law already paſt; I may petition for a Repeal, 
and it will be granted ; unlef the Benefit; hic 
it brings to other Men, be greater than the In- 
convenience - ta me; ſor the Advantage of - the 
| Is _ = 'preater 
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er is to be conſidered in all theſe 


- > 


Therefore, when we talk of the publick Good, 
we certainly mean the particular Advantage of pri- 
vate Men; but it muſt be when the Advantage of 
all happens to center in one and the ſame Thing. But 
the private Advantage of one or two, when ſeparate 
from the common Intereft of the People (tho' it 
often has) does not deſerve to be called the Pub- 
2 Betty 8 
Hoy contemptible therefore muſt that Writer be, 
Who delivering his Opinion on this Subject, calcu- 
lates all his Arguments on the oublick Good to. 
the Advantage of a few Perſons, to whom he is 
making his Court at the Expence of Reaſon ? But 
the World has condemned him by their Neglect 
of his Writings ; therefore, as he is too obſcure to 
be taken Notice of, I ſhall paſs him by. 
To the Inftitution of Parliaments, I owe not only 
the Liberty of complaining ef the Hardſhips which 
'T ſuffer, but the Right of Petitioning to prevent 
the paſſing. any Law, which I judge may affect me. 
I may publiſh my Reaſons to the People, that the 
People may be informed of the Benefit, or Inconve- 
nience, of any Law, which their Repreſentatives 
are about to paſs. Nor is this of leſs Advantage 
to the Repreſentatives themſelyes, many of whom, 
Nude s may want Information; for it is not to be 


* 
* 9 
Fg t 


Juppoſed,, that every Gentleman can come to that 
Houſe, with Capacity fufficient to comprehend every 
little Inconvenience which may happen to any So- 
ciety of Men in a mighty Kingdom, We this, Which 
Jupports itſelf by Tradle. 
If Printing be the moſt uſeful Invention to Man- 
kind that has ever been diſcovered, there are few 

Nations in the World enjoy au the Benefits of it 
except our ſelves. This Freedom of ſpeaking and 
eoriting is what we call Liberty. Under Arbitrary 

_ Governments an Edict comes out by the King's Au- 
- thority, and no Man preſumes to ſpeak, write 


agaih&,, or dares complain of the Hardſhip he ſuf- 


fers by it. The Preſs is under ſo ſeyere a Re- 
ſtriction, that we may ſay, it is. impoling Chains on 
the Minds, and Underſtandings of Men: They muſt - 
not ſo much as learn any Thing but whät their 
Governors think fit; for they well know that the 
Improvement of - Reaſon among the People, can no 
Way advance Tyranny. But with us the Cale is diffe- 
rent; for we are ſure that this Practice vf writing 
upon publick Affairs, often hinders well- meaning 
Men from being deceived; and takes off the falſe 
Mask of a Patriot from the Man of Fraud and Cun- 
ning, and ſhews him in all his Deſigns. PE T6 
The Benefits I enjoy by this Inſtitution, are too 
many to be enutherated here, but the greateſt is, 


that I can be neither vex'd nor” oppreſſed, at the Eu- 

mour, or to . gratify the Malice; of any Man who is 
greater than my ſelf, either in Mealik or Pocber. 
ö Therefore, when Men talk of a 1 or a Su- 
Uh penſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act, I laugh at their 
bh Ignorance, ſince 1 am ſatisfied it will not be done, 
5 unleſs ſuch Reaſons are produced as will ſatisfy all- 
„ Mankind that it is for- the publick Good; Which, 
7M Offender, let his: Quality or Degree be what it 
ge will, may be come at without a Suſpenſion of this 

Act; and if it be only ſpoken of as a Complinzent, . 

be upon a Preſumption that. it will net be uſed, it is 
r Compliment our Anceſtors yould not have uſed;., = | 
ry and if they had, it is probable it would not have | 
8o⸗ been in our Power to make it to Daůyyy9y 1 
ich But I ſhall ay here as Brutus ſays to Caſſiis in the 
| Poet, Good Reaſons muſt give Way to Bettes. If the 
15 Gentleman, for whom I. gave my. Vote, and Who | 
2 its in Part as my Attorney and Reprefenrative in F 
\ it Parliament, will convince me that it Is for the pre- | 


* 
- 


"3 


ind ſervation of my Liberty that this 8% enſion ſhould | 
vary paſs, I ſhall not be diſpleaſed with him for pro- 4 
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In the mean Time I' ſay; every Man is free to 


= his Sentimients pre or con; and if a Man ſhould 
happen to judge Wrong, I think the beſt Method of 
being ſet Right, is, declaring his Sentiments to 
others; and, in Affairs of this Kind, tis much bet- 
ter to give one's Opinion before - hand, than to re- 
main filent; and murmur after the Ac is paſe d. 


* 
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1 Hatt ry, Boy ! an boneft Man can't live i: 
Tis a 43 Ne Art, dich Knaves 9 | 
Vſe to cajole and ſoften Fools withal: 
If: Thou ha'fs Hatt ry in thy. Nature, out with't, 
Or'ſend:4t to 4 Gurt, for there tevill thrive. Qtyway, 


Mr. MIT, | 
HA the Misfortune the other Day of fall 
ing into 3 among whom a Friend, as 


f 


Jam perſwaded he is, run ſome Lengths upon 
feces, with Which, as he was'pleaſed to flile it, I 
bad ol/zed the World. You cannot imagine what a 
Struggle I was put inte, betwixt the Efforts of 
Fertve, and the tickling Inpulſes of Vanity. PRAISE, 
whether beſtowed with Sincer#y, or given on the 
bafer Moti ves of Hattery, has its Inconveniences tho 
not a equal Pages FRE firſt is 3 _ a 
Height' ſufffeient to ſhock our Modeſty; but the 
. enfort d wich more Art, lifts us to ſuch 
4 Conceit of our Merit, as betrays us to- Contempt 

and Laughter. | | „ 
There is no one Vice ſos much. deelaim'd againſt 
dy the World, and which at the ſame 'Time they ſo 
2828 give into, as the Vice of Flattery > Not only 
the Female Sex, in whom, if any where, it ſeems 


* 


... x8 


pardonable: But to deal impartially, the whole 
humane Species yield to this bewitching Imperfe- 


ion. The greateſt Man, perhaps, that ever Hi- 
ſtory recorded, I mean 
Proof againſt this Weakn 


JW Ceſar, was not 
| els. Shakeſpeare, I remem- 
ber, has artfully hinted at this Part f his Character, 
in the Tragedy which bears the Name of that 


Great Man. The Conſpirators, who had laid the 
whole Scheme for his Death, and wanted it exe- 


cuted for Fear of Detection, were apprehenſive 
that Ceſar would not come to the Capitol, 10 give 
them an Opportunity for the concerted Blow: But 


Decius Brutus takes upon bimſelf the Task of over- 
ſwaying him, tho' he ſhould be reſolved to the 
_ contrary. Leave me io <rork him, ſays he, for I know - 


boa to give the true Bem to bis Humour, and will pre- 
wail againſt Superſtitions, and the . Perſwaſions of his 


Augurs © | 1: 


— — — i... 
That Unicorns may be betray'd with Trees, 
And Bears with Glaſſes, Elephants with Holes 
Lions auith Toils, and Men with Flattery. 
But cuben I tell bim be bates Flatterers, 


* 


He ſays, he does : Being then, indeed, moſt f!atter d: 


The Partialicy, with which it has. been obſerved 


that this Great Man e his Com- 
mentaries, is & Proef that our Engliß Poet does not 


raſhly father « Weakneſs upon him. Bur we are . 
not to wonder that even Ceſar- could ſuffer him- © 


felf to be flattered, at a Time when the Romans were 


fo ſervile in their ReſpeQs, as te. make Deificatios a 
Faſhion. There is a fine Paſſage, I. remember, 
ſomewhere in Holy Writ, much. to this Purpoſe, They. 


call them ſelves Gods, but they. foalt dye like” Men, and 
be no more ſeem, Chriſtianity, indeed, has extin- 
guiſned the actual Apatbeofis of Princes: But Elattery 


ſtill makes dds of them in $imile. Nor is it to. be 


wonder d that this Elevation of Degree n 


* 
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the Butt for Flattery to ſoot at; for, as common ba- 
raſites always ſough:; our the Tables where they were 
ſure of the richeſt Entertainment, ſo Flatterers will 
ever tack themſelves to thoſe Cu#ies, who can af. 
ford them the moſt ample Recompence, 
Another of our 'Eng/iÞ Poets, the very excellent 
Mr. DRYDEN, has given us a home, but fine, Re- 
roach, from a Subject to his Prince, for ſuffering 
himſelf to be cheated by theſe fair Speakers. It 18 
in his Sebaſtian, King of Portugal: And the Paſfage, 
which I mean, is in that applauded Recanciliation- 
Scene berwixt Sebaſtian and Dorax. The latter 
thinking himſelf highly injured by his King, and 
reſolved to incenſe him to a Soldier's Satisfaction, 
reaps up his Faults with all the Plainneſs of Reſent- 
ment, and, among the reſt, upbraids him with in- 
clining to the nauſeous Flattery of his Court, in 
the following Terms; | 1 


There, like a Statue, thou ha ſt ſtood be ſieged 
Sycophanis and Fools, the Growth of | Courts, 
M] here thy gull d Eyes, in all the gandy Round, 
Met nothing but a Lie in eb ry Face; 
And the groſs Flatt'ry-of - a gaping Crowd, - . 
Envious avho firſt ſhould catch,” and firſt applaud, 
Ihe Stuff, or Royal Nonſenſe : When I ſpoke, 
My boneſt, homely, Words were carp d, and cenſur d, 
For Want of courtly stile: Related Actiont. 
bo modeſtly reported, *paſs'd for Boafts - 
Secure of Merit, if I ast d Re ward. 
Thy hungry Minions thought their Rights invaded, 
And the Bread -ſnatch'd from Pimps and Paraſites.” = 


[1 


There is ſcarce a Writer among the. Ancients, but 
_ who has given Cautions to Princes to beware of the 
. Flatterer's Tongue, as of the moſt deadly Poyſon : 
: Yet theſe venemous Animals ſtill keep their Ground 
in the World, and even in Countries, where they 
ba ve preſerved their Liberties, where we ſhould: 
think: the very Air would k# them, theſe-Vermin 
| | — fwvarm. 
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ſwarm. *Tis certain, Vanity and Want of Underſtand- 
ing in ſome Princes e courage mercenary! Souls firſt 
to abuſe hem, who find this Kind of . Proſtitution. an 
eaſie Way to Preferment. When theſe: ſordid Crea- 
tures diſcover in their Prince a Diſpoſition: fit ro 
receive all the fulfome Load that they can heap 
upon him, they bring him into Contempt with his 
People; they are for turning all his Actions, whe- 
ther good or bad, into Encomium; and offering their 
vile Incenſe to his very Fices and Follien. Thence it 
is, that Cruelty is called guſtice, Oppre ſßon is ſtiled 
Good Nature, and Sloth and Tdleneſs the Care of the 
State: But how bitter and ſatyrical is that Praiſe, 

which commends a Man for Vertues that all the 


World knows he has not! Yet this is the Practice 


of Flatterers, and they do their Buſineſs by it, when. 

they meet with weak and injudicious Princes. 
There are Inſtances, in which theſe ſervile Crea- 
tures have been baffled in their Attempts, when 
their Arts have been try'd on Perſons of too great 
and generous Spirits to be pleas d with ſuch ſuper- 
Feial. CG n pe ont) 3 
Alexander Severus, the Emperor, was fo apprehen- 
five of theſe Infects, that when ever any Perſon 
preſumed either in Writing, or Specch, to beſtow 
extrordinary Praiſes upon him, he baniſh'd him 
the Empire as a dangerous Enemy. 


„ . ' 


Canutus the firſt Daniſ King, that pretended any 
Right to England, did. one Thing to the Shame of 
Court-Flaiterers, which, tho* odd and ſingular, ſhew'd 
he knew their groſs Flatteries to be no better than 
direct Falſities, While the Tide was coming in, he 
cauſed his Royal Seat to be put on the Shore, and 
with all the State that Majeſty could put into his 
| Countenanee, ſaid thus to the Sea >: Thou Sea, 
« that belongeſt to me, and ow'ſt me thy Allegiance, 
« know, that thou, and the Land whereon L fit, is 
mine, nor has any One. unpuniſh'd reſiſted my 
Commands: I charge Thee therefore, eome no 
« further upon my Land, neither preſume W 
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«. the Feet of thy Sovereign aud Ruler. But the 
Sea as before came rowling on, and without Re- 
verence did both wet ard daſh him: Whereas the 
King, ſuddenly rifing, wifhed All about him to be- 
hold and conſider the weak and frivolous Power of 
a King, and that none properly deſerv'd: to be fo 
call d, but he, whoſe e ernal Laws are obeyed all 
over the World, by the Heavens, the Ear bh, and 
the Sea. He carried theſe Sentiments fo far, that, 
as our Records tell us, from that Time forth he 
never could be perſwaded to put on the Regal 
Crohn. 9 | | En, 5 
I cannot omit a Paſſage here from SHAKESPEARE, 
that recurred to my Memory, which I think ex- 
_ quiſitely. fine upon the Subject in hand, and which, 
though from the Mouth of a Prince out of bis Senſes, 
has more good Reaſoning in it than many Kings ſince 
his Time have had the Senſe or Spirit to make uſe 
of. It is the Speech of the unhappy Lear, after 
his diſſembling Courtiers. have betrayed him, his 
unratural Daughters have ftatter'd him out of his 
Kingdoms, and driven him:to Diſtraction by their 
Barbarity: They flattered me like a Dog, ſays be, 
and told me, I had white Hairs in my Beard, 
eier the black ones were there. To ſay Ay, and 
% No, to. every Thing that I had faid: Ay, and 
No too, was no good Divinity. When the Rain 
«.came to wet me once, and the Wind to make 
me chatter; when the Thunder would not peace 
«.at my Bidding, there I found them, there I 
«.ſmelt them our. G0 to, they are not Men of 
„ their Words. They told me, I was every Thing: 
4. Tis a Lye, I am not Ague-proof 
I muft deg Room but for one Story more, and 
that ſhall be a ſhort one, leaſt I draw on the Im- 
putativn of a. troubleſome Prater. Bulxac tells.us, 
that a-Preacher, who was called the Chryſoſtom of 
France, deſigning a - moſt: extraordinary Encomium 
on the Great Henry there, began to flouriſh''in the 
following Manner: «Mighty Sir, ſaid he, if your 
| | i « Ma jeſiy 
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« Majeſty ſhed Pearls inſtead of Tears, and ſpit 


_ « 'Emeralds: If Rubies and Diamonds proceeded 


« from you, whenever you ſneeze and blow your 
« Noſe, Sc. But this wiſe King was ſo nauſeated 
with this Introdution, that he would not ſutter 
_ to pour forth any more Fewels of his Rhe- 
It is a Remark, I think, of the wiſe MACH I A- 
EL, that Men for the moſt part, but more parricu- 
larly Minifters of State, are inclined to do Miſchief, 
unleſs they are compelled by : Neceſſity, or Fear of 
puniſp ment, to do Good. If this be true, there can- 
not be a more effectual Way of doing it, than by 
flattering their Maſters out of their Reaſon : And, 
indeed, there is often ſufficient Cauſe for this Me- 
thod, becauſe no Perſons are ſo apt to flatier any 
Potentate upon his Miſconduct, as thoſe Minifters 
who have had a Share in it. The Vertue that 
I am about to ſpeak of, may be very rare and un- 
common, but how much do thoſe Men deſerve the 
general Efteem, who dare ſpeak Truth for the Good of 
their Country, when they ave ſure to get no prefer- 
ment by it! PS i 
I have often thought, though 1 do not pretend 
my ſelf a Dictator in theſe Caſes, that a Prince 
might know himſelf tolerably well, by ccmparing 
the Behaviour of his Servants with That of the Horſe 
whom he rides upon. He finds the honeft Beaſt is 
no Flatterer, and makes no Difference berwixt him 
and another Man: If he ſpurs him, hell kick 
and flounce; if he does not hold his Reins wich 
Judgement, and keep himſelf well in his Sear, 
the Beaſt will throw him. This is Plain-dealing; 
for it puts him upon his Guard, and makes him 
govern himſelf with Care: While his Servants 
perſwade him to let looſe his Reigns, to ride the 
State without Care or Circum ſpection, and yet often 
give him a Hing, when he thinks himſelf in the 
greateſt Security. . TE 8 
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I deſigned this Diſcourſe at the Beginning upon 
a more private Subject, and to haye all my Re- 
flections confined to Perſons of a lower Sphere; 
but I launched out too ſuddenly into the high 
Road, and did not know where to turn off to a Path 


Of Privacy. I meant to conſider how Authors par- 


ticularly are obnoxious to Flatterers : And how 
much they are the Objects of Ridicule, by too un- 
adviſedly giving into, ir; and by taking all Praiſes 


or Sterling, an & Payment due to their Merit, 


It is a great Pity, but, to be impartial, I am 


obliged to confeſß, that Few, if Any, of whatever 


Degree of Profeſſion, have had Candour enough to 
think themſelves abuſed by. Praiſes. _ As I have 
made bold with the Poets for ſome Part. of this 
Eſſay, I ſhall take the ſame Liberty with a very 


eminent Moraliſt, and borrow a Piece of a Fable from 


- 


him, than which, nothing can fall more naturally 


into my Argument. - 


« 


<« To the Scandal of human Policy, even in the 
« beſt of Governments, the World was I know not 


how many thouſand Years old, before ever any 
<- Proviſion was thought of for the preventing or 


% ſuppreſſing this epidemical Corruption. by Flattery. 
« APOLLO was the firſt. who ere&ed a Court of 


_E Juſtice for the Fryal of Paraſites ; appointing 


cc 


the ſharpeſt Satyriſts of the Age for their Judges; 
anc arming the Commiſſioners wirh full Power 
and Authority, to hear and determine Cauſes of 
« that Quality: The Cfender to ſtand convicted 


upon the Teſtimony of a ſingle Witneſs, and im- 
« mediately upon Conviction, to be carried away 


« into the Market Place, and there chained to 4 
<< Stake, and flayd alive. It was obſerved, that 


< notwithſtanding the Severity of this Law, Flat- 
„ ery was ſtill as bold, buſy, and bare-fac'd as 
© ever, from the very Palace to the Cottage: And 


« yet, in a Matter of fix Months Time, not one 


«© Complaint made againſt it. Upon this Neglect, 


there were Spies and Informers ſet at Work in all 


8 a. Coffee- 
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« Coffee-houſes, and other publick Places, to wateh 


« the Company; and, give Intelligence to the Tri- 


« bunal of what was ſaid or done there, that 
« might be laid hold of. The very next Day 


«there was a Cotter taken up, and an Accuſa- 
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tion exhibited againſt him, for having given a 
Perſon of eminent Quality the Character of a 


Man of Honour, Brains, good Government, and Ver- 
tue; when the Whole World knewy him to be 


no better than an 7gnorant, mercenary Sot, that, 
without any Regard to Honeſty, Prudence, or good 
Manners, abandoned himſelf entirely to his 4p- 
petites and. Pleaſures, The Priſoner both confeſs d 
and juſtified the Fact at the fame Time, ap- 
ealing to the Perſon mc concerned, whether 

e had wronged him, or not; who not ouly 


acquitted the Man, bur reflected moſt- deſpe- 
rately upon the. ſcandalous Practice of the Court 


it ſelf, in making that to be Flattery, which, 


upon the whole Matter, was no other than 
Truth and u ſtice. The Commiſſion was here- 


upon diſcharged, for they found it utterly impratti- 
cable to puniſy a Fault that no Body qpould either 


acknowledge or complain of. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


of September laſt, to entertain your Readers 
with an Abſtract of a ludicrous Pamphlet, 
pri ted in the Year 1649, called, A Learned, Con- 
cientious, and Devout Exerciſe, held forth at Sir Peter 
Tem ple 's, in Lincolns Din Fields, by Lieutenant General 
Cromevet, on that roted Text of St. Paul, Rom. xiii. 
1. Let every Soul he ſubje unto the bigher Poawers, &c. I 
now ſend you another Abſtract of a ſhort Sermon, 
50 Years later in Date, but from a Man no leſs re- 
markable than the former, the famous Dr. Titus 
Oates. It is ſaid to have been preached in an Ana- 
baptift Meeting at Wapping, the 19 h of February 1699, 
touching the Nature and Qualifications of an Evi- 
dence, pretended to be deduced from this other Text 
of the ſame Apoſtle, Heb. xi. i. Faith is the Evidence 
of Things not ſeen. This Piece of Oratory, I believe, 
is now grown very ſcarce ; and, as it is penned with 
a particular Spirit, the reprinting the following 
Parts of it, I am confident, will be very diverting 
to your Readers, and much cblige, 
Be r 
PHILALET HES. 


The Doctor begins his Diſcourſe with obſerving, 
that the Apoſtles Title to this famous Epiſtie to the 
Hebrews, had been controverted by Alexander ab Ale- 
xandro, and fome other Lutheran Di vines; but that it 
was not very material, in his Opinion, to deter- 
mine who was the Author of nt. 
For my Part, (// be,) I muſt own, thut St. Paul 
ſeems to have the faireſt Title to it, but though 
I have ſworn a thouſand bold Things in my Time, 
yet I would not ſwcar, my Beloved, that this E- 
piſtle was written by the aforeſaid Apcftle ; but 
; E 8 leaving 


* OU were pleaſed in your Journal of the 2 gth 


% EN ok. TB re Co onyren v7 > 


q uY  t% rw i 


leaving this Controverſy where we found it, let us 
now proceed to the Texr, Faith is the Evidence of 


From which Words I draw theſe four Propo- 
... 8 ns Pk: 

Firſt, That Faith is an EVIDENCE. . 
Sccondly, If Faith is an EVIDENCE, that an 
EVIDENCE conſequently ought to be kel:eved. : 
. Thirdly, That there were many Things talk'd of in 
the World, that ere never ſeen. 2" © © 
Fourthly and laſtly, Taat an EVIDENCE, and 
thro' him any Nation may, and ougbt, to belieug in Things 
nd e 8 . 

Firſt, I ſay then, that Faith is an EVIDENCE. 
The ſacred Witer of this Epiſtle poſitively aſſer s 
i ; how then dares any Man, that profeſſes himſelf 
a Chriſtian, revile, cenſure, and ſpeak contumeli- 
cus Things of any EVIDENCE ? 1 don ſpeak this 
becauſe it was my o.] Caſe! to be one of this Num- 
ber, but becauſe the Truth requires it, and the Truth 
ought never to be ſtifled. An EVIDENCE ought 
to be reſpe&ed, and his Words ſhould in all eiviliz d 
Nations be received for Oracles ; for if Faith is an 


_ EVIDENCE, why then may we net be ſzved by an 


EVIUENCE as well as by Faith? I believe, my Be- 
loved, yu remember the Time when I was the 
Top- Evidence in the horrid  Popiſ® Plot; but if you 
don't, I do. + Whenever I came to Weſtminſter-Hail; 
or to the Old Baily, or to any well-afteQed .Coffec- 
houſe in the City, the People ran in Shoals to view 
my Perſon, and made a Lane for me as I paſſed a- 
long? Onecry'd, Make room for the King's EVvI- 
DENCE there: How! ſays his N-ighbour, is the 
(en eman there, with bis Mouth in the Middle 
oi nis Face. He that ſav'd our Wives and Daugh- 
ters from being raviſh'd by the Man of Sin? — 


Thus was 1 reſpected, and admired by all. T'r uly 


I may ſay it without Vanity, that litrle Eneland, ne- 
ver ſince it was little England, had ſo much Faith, as 


when the Lord made me his unworthy Inſtrument 


ro 
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to broach the Lobes Plot at both Ends. The Na- 
tion believed my Salamanca Degree, and the bite - 
Horſe Cor ſuli; they believed my forty thouſand Pil 
grims with the black Bills, and Father Jreland's for- 
ty thouſand Maſſes. In ſhort, they in Effect be- 
lieved, when I ſaid the Words, that Chalk was 
Cheeſe, and that Cheeſe was Chalk. Theſe were 
bleſſed Times now, my Beloved, for an EVI- 
DENCE to live in: And accordu gly then it proſ- 
red with the Nation for their extraordinary Faith. 
We hanged up ſcores of idolatrous Prieſts, and ſent 
their Biſhops to Graſs : We ſeiz d their Collars of 
Brawn for corcealed Jeſuits, and their Silver Tan- 


kards, and Gold Watches for Popiſh Relicks. In 


ſhort, we made the Whore of Babylon take down 
her Sign, ſo that the Proteſtant Religion flouriſhed 
exceedingly. But when the Nation began once to 
be poſſeſſed with the Spirit of Infidelity, and my Evi- 
dence was not received as formerly, obſerre then, 
my Beloved, how the Lord poured the Vial of his 
Indignation upon theſe ſinful People. Popery came 
upon Us like an armed Man, and . over- 
ran our Paſtures like a Flood. Magdalen College 
was diſpark'd, and laid out to the Common; the 
Boys of St. Omers bearded Us in Weftminſter-Hall; we 
bad four Popiſh Biſhops, like the four Winds blow- 
ing from the four Corners of the Map. The Monks 
walk ' d publickly in their Habits; and Carted Bawds 

had the Impudence to ſer up for Converts, This, in 
hort, was the Condition of our Affairs, when my 
EVIDENCE was rejected, ard my Teſtimony turn d 
out of Doors. Thus I have made it plain that Faith 
75 an EVIDENCE. BT . e 7 $56.4 
I come now to the SECOND Point; If Faitb 7s 
Hen an EVIDENCE, it follows conſequently thats an 
EVIDENCE owght to be believe. 
The Talmud obſerves, that the Prophets in the 
Old Teſtament were call'd EVIDENC RES, and it 
was a proper Title, for they confirm'd their Meſ- 
ſages with an Oath. As my Soul liveth, ſaid Nithan 
ö „%% PO e 6 DS, OST 80 
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to David, in Samuel, to inſtance in no more. Is it 
not plain and manifeſt therefore, that an EVI. 
DENCE is to be believ d? As I told you before, 
Brethren, my Evidence was receiv'd at firſt: And 
hoy ? Why, univerſally; by King, Lords, and Com- 
mons. I had my Guard of Bed? Kaew to protect 
me from being infulred, or aſſaſſinated; my ten 
Pounds per Week duly paid without Deductions; Ve- 
niſon-Paſties, and Ve ſtpbalia-Hums, flew to my Table 
without ſending for; T was as much ſtared at, at 
the Am ſterdum Coffee: Houſe, and at Dict's, as a fo! 
reign Ambaſſador,” when he mu kes his Entry thro? _ 
Fleet: Street. But When an anbel:eving-Generation of 
Scoffers ſtarted up, and began to examine my Narra- 
tive with the Carnal Eye of Reaſon; when they were 
ſo malicious, and ill-natured, as to lay aſide their 
Faith; and to enquire after the Credibility of the 
Things by Me depoſed ; when they impudently af- 
ſerted, that ½ Plot would not hold Water, and 
that there were ſeveral irreconcileable Contradicti- 
ons in my Book never to be ſolved; then theſe Sons 
of Amalek neglected me their Deliverer and Savi- 
our, Who, like Sampſon, flew their Enemies with | 
the Fa- Bone of an A/. It fell out unluckily for 1 
Me, I muſt own, that I ſwore Circumciſion, a I 
Thing that may eaſily be diſcover d, upon the Mi- 5 
niſter of Duke's place. My forty thouſand Spang 
Pilgrims were improbable Devils with a Witneſs; 
for who the Plague could bring ſo many of them IT: 
together? However, tho” they Iook d fo Poli and 1 
ridiculous, Who could diſprove them? Whereas, to 
ſwear Circumcifion againſt a Man, unleſs the Caſe | 
had been certainly ſo, was the greateſt Folly in the 1 
Univerſe; and, if ever I repent, I ſhall put it among 
my Retractations. Every Midwife, or Matron, nay, |. 
in this knowing Age, a raw Girl of Thirteen can tell | 
whether ſuch an Allegation be true. Therefore 1 
would adviſe you, my Beloved, When you are re- 
. ſolved to give a Man a civil Lift out of this tranſi- 

: Wl tory World, that you would have more Diſcrerion 
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You of Falficy.. * 2 Is rf +2 pe R WY 
It was the ſaying of. a great Politician," that as 
every Man was not fit to ſwear, ſo every Thing: was 
not fit to be ſoorn: For an EVIDENCE, if be 
hopes to thi ive upon his Trade, oaght to have ſe- 
veral Qualifications, +. pri 1/5, he 01 ht to have a | 
Corinthian FOREHEAD;, for ; Toes be muſt ex- 
pet to meet Abundance of Enemies in the World, 
tis requiſi.e he ſhould be armed : ccordingly to 
fence agaiſſt Them. Tis a common Saying, that 
ur; N ; why then ſhould not Braſs 
be repelled by Braſs? Secondly, he ought. to have 
a e- fan MEMORY 335 lol ER, tis the 
'Fevil upon two Sticks for an Evidence to he caught 
in two different Stories: But, in Caſe of a Defect 
bere, I irdly, he ought to have a never- failing 
INVENTION, to bring him off the Hooks again, 
when his Memory leaves him in the Lurch. This 
was once my Caſe, Brethren; I. was, ask d at the 
Sunil, whether I knew Coleman, or No. To, which 
1 replied in the Affirmative. ' Soon after, a Gentle- 
man was brought into the Room, and they ask d 
me, whether I had ever ſeen him before ? No, ſaid 
1, He's an abſolute Straager to me. Why, ſays One of 
the Counſellors, This is Mr. COLEMAN. Ti- 
even ſo, replied I, but That confounded Candle. there 
, Þglared fo in my Face, that it made me miſtake + And be- 
fi des, the Gentleman has a white Wig on nom, whereas 
be evore a black One oben I wat ith him, apd that «c- 
caſioned me to falter a little.  Fourthly, an EVI- 
uperable OB- ] 
f 


DENCE ought to be Muſter of an inſuperable C 
_ STINACY, otherwiſe I would nor give a Braſs Far- 
thing for him. My Brother BEDLOE, who now | 7 
18 in the Boſom of the Two Elders that ſwore 5 7 

1 1 gain 


puny: lifop Prance ſwore baekſtroke 
and foreftroke, about the Antipendiams and Silver; 
Serues, Murther of Sir Edmonhury ry Godfrey, 
Se. and own'd himſelf by his own n voluntary Con- 
feſſion to be u amned re ent ing Villain; and was re- 
warded 17; that is to 4 he Was re- 
jected by the Parry whom h 


likewiſe by thoſe he was converted to. Ta —— ; 
mp 1 nog not attain tc 


ery Matches and 
Strvor, or 28 up for a A rower | 
. as prerend to be an EVIDENC CE. 
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Jes e I to ee 4 
Thing that I had uggeſtod. would 
ordinary Satisfaction, tis. ten to one 6 
ExpeRations- would be ſe ſo raiſed, and the promiſed - 
Piece, hen given to the Publick, appear ſo flar 
from their Pre ſſeſſi {ons of its Excellence, th. 
Jad gment ab mm in 
tollow me for ihe DIR 
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ner had L any Diſcoveries to make, in Which the 
Eaſe of their Minds Was concerned, and ſhould be 
flow in the Communication, there ſhould be no leſs 
Hazard of their ſuſped ing that I tr;fed, nr haha 
or had Deſigns upon them, and had nothing material 
to: froavert Matar on ter e Wr Len 
For theſe Reaſons I'll avoid making my felf of 
more Conſequence than my Readers would willingly 
have me; and. ſerting aſide Arts that may give 

them Diſguſt, ſtudy, to my Power, to contribute to 

their Diverſ in.. ite. 170 Alba: 

In my Laſt I gave you a Portion of, the ludierous 

Diſccurſe, indited by the celebrated Pr. CATES, 

and extracted what I thought neceſſary from his 
two firſt Diviſions, that Faith is an Evidence, and, 
that if fo, an Evidence conſequently. ought to be be- 

lie ved. | 5 | ITS 
Let us proceed now to his Third Point, viz. That 
there are many Things talk'd of in the World that "were 
never ſeen ; upon which the learned Doctor flou- 
riſhes im che following extraordinary Manner. 
UPON this Head, were I minded to launch out 
in my Metapkyſicks, which I learned at Salamanca, 

I ſhould carry the Controverſy ſo far our of your 
Reach, that you would ſoon loſe it: But to con- 
deſcend to your Capacities, you may, be pleaſed to 

obſerve that all Things may be dwided into the fol- 

lowing Branches. Firſt, ſome Things may be heard, 
that cannot be ſeen, as an Eecho. We hear the Re- 
flection of the Sound, but don't ſee it. We hear 
likewiſe of hone ſt OU RTI E R 8, and boneſt 

CHURCH ME N, but they were never ſeen 

on this Side of the Globe. I am ſure the Man that 

would ſwear he ever ſaw any ſuch Monſter, will 
| ſwear-to more than I dare, tho, perhaps, I have 
farorn to mere than any Man in Eurcpe. Secondly, 

ſome Things may be ſeen, that cannot be heard, as 4 

dumb Woman : But, Beloved, I muſt tell you,. by 

the Bye, that a dumb, Woman is next to a Miracle, I 


could neyer meet with a Woman yet in ee 
| | by, . a vels, 


# * 
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vels, but had more Tongue than I thought came 
to her Share. Thirdly,” ſome Things may be both ſeen 
and heard, as 4 Scolding wife. Heaven grant, that 


we have not too many of that Sort in this righteous 


Congregation! Laſtly, ſome Things- are neither to be 


ſeen, nor heard; as for Inſtance, the Muſick of the 
Spheres; and, to go no farther, my forty thou- 
ſand Spaniſh Pilgrims with their black Bills. Ha- 
ving, as I take it, ſufficiently cleared this Point, I 
now proceed to make out my laſt Propofition, 
which was, 958 1 „ e ee EA 
Fourthly, 7h6at an EVIDENCE, and thro' him 


any Nation, may and ought to believe in Things not 


ſcen. There are ſome Perſons in the World fo 


extreamly difficult and hard to pleaſe, thar they 
| will believe Nothing, but what falls under the 


Cognizance of their Senſes. A true Cheapſide Hus- 
band never believes that his Wife has cornuted his 


Forehead, unleſs. he finds her and the Gallant in 


Bed together. My Father S imuel Oates the Wea- 
ver was of this Kidney; and was for feeing' and 
not - believing, He was Spiritual Director to ſome 
Godly Women, and carried them to the River near 
Chelmsford, to ſee them waſh off Original Sin, and 


be baptie.'d. One of the Company, Who was more 


ſhamefac'd than the reſt of the Siſterhood, after 
She had undreſs d 5 her ſelf to go and waſh, lai d 


both her Hands upon her Nudities to cover them, 


one Hand it ſeems not being large enough to do it: 
Bur my Father Sam, who was reſolved to ſee AA or 


Nothing, made her take off her wnrighteous Hands,” 


and when That was done, he went on with the 
This, I ſay, is the Caſe of moſt Men; they will 
truſt their Faith no farther than they ean ſec'ir :/ 
But I would fain know, whether an EVIDENCE 


is beholding to a Nation, if they will believe no 
more of his Narrative, than what they have ſeen 


wich their Eyes. A true Evidence will tramp up ſe- 
veral Things that were never Jeen, and, it may be, 
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that. Where a, Man 1 - 


That Shoroaghly ke erin wh HO N SG 1 


that were never heard pf; and if have a Mind 
be ſaved by him, tl e n — 


and ask no mere Queſtiong. Bunt, Alas „this his, 4 


very ungrateful World: e te gy with. la hat 
ik it were not for the. prixate Satisfatiog, 29 
Arges i e gels e $ 19 75 


driver, 3 is it not af 


— 5 to. 7 
4 Kingdom, and conſequently to eaſe i rug 

World of troubleſome Fellnaus, that are; a. . 

. * . 1 ere Av SIT: 9750 


2 
4 


Fury, t to ee in the Bull 1 2 he 
ter a Man has been at the Expence of. contriving 
and tacking together a plauſible Story, and perhaps 
ſpore till he is lack in the Face? For my Part, 
did all that lay in the Power of an EVIDENCE 
to do; but ſome Perſons, that ſhall be nameleſs, 


would not let me go through ſtitch with my Work ; 


and therefore if Fopery is not ruined, Root and 
Branch, they have none to blame bur. themſel ves. 
They would not ane my Sentence, when it 
might have been for the common Advantage, and 
when my Friends ſollicited it: So now 1 dont 
care a Groat, if it continues on till the End of 
the Chapter: For tho » perhaps, I may not meet 
with my due Recuard in this World, yet Thoſe, 


it in the next. 
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veral Years; to re. urn to the Religion of my Fore. 


Fathers, "and" fein inp” lenk with" ade reren of 


the Anabyptiſts. Perſwaſfion 05190 en ales bas 


** Objecven'"the"1 ft, If,” DOCTOR, © your” Reine 
wo true, ſay theſe Gentlemen, how came it abobt 
then, that amoßg ſo many Priefts and Pupiſts of 


All Sorts chat you hanged, not One of them ſhould 


own the Crime for Which he was brought to the 
Gallows, but make a perpendicular Leap to Hell 
with « Lye in his Mouth? Whereas, ſay they, in 


enge Porters Plot, all of them had the Grube to 


confeſs the Fat for which they dye. 
To this I anſwer; Firſt, it is plain from Suarer, 
Eſcobar, and the whole Herd of their Caſuiſts, that 
« Roman Catholick may equivocate and perjure 
himſelf for the Good of the Church. This I take 
to be ſo notorious à Truth, that I defire any Raſcal 
of 6 Js ro deny it. But People wilt reply, if this 
is the ſtanding Doctrine of that Commuaion; how 
came charnoct and Rock epο to be-without it? Or 


why ſhould* they ſqucak any more than their Pre- 
deceſſors? Therefore, I affirm, Secondly, that the 


Seaſons have been ſo confuſed aud diſturbed, and 


jumbled ever ſince the late Earthquake; that as 
that mow Philoſopher Mr. Flam ſted believes, _—_ 
the Axis 6 ty 


of the Earth is not where it former 
ſtood; fo then, if ſo ſolid a Body as the Barth has 
been removed from the Center, what Wender isi 
if the Church, which is compoſed of ²ůu, <vituerine, 
uncertain Men, has likewiſe varied a litile from its 
Principles. I could have wiſh'd; indeed, chat All, 
or, at leaſt, ſome of my Raſcals, had done the ſame 
as Captain Porter's Rogues have done, för it might 
have ſerved to corroborate my Evidenes: Hows 
eyer, it is y Comfort that the Nation believed 


12 


me withour 155 and, as we find it in the Text; Faith 
it the Evidence 7 of Things not: ſeems. Di vn 10 gn!” 
A Obje#7on the 2d. But, DOGTOR, if you are a 
ineers Chriſtian, © ur tbez, why ben der vou 
take more Care to * Padloek upon that un- 
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ruly Member, your Tengue? Why do you call 
Rogue and Raſcal ſo plentifully, ſinee the Goſpel 
tells us, that the Man that uſes this Pagan Lan- 
guage, even to his Enemies, will be trounced for it 
here after??? J)ͤÜôOͤ? 
The Anſwer to this is eaſy and plain. We muſt ſo 
interpret Scripture as not to make one Part of it 
claſh with another. Now we are poſitively com- 
manded in ſeveral Places to ſpeak the Truth of all 
Perſons ; ſo that if a Great Man at Court, or a Prelate 
in the Church, happen to be Raskals, pray.: whoſe 
Fault is it to give them their true Titles? My Fa- 
ther Samuel was an honeſt Weaver, and his Son 
Titus here will be crucified over and over, before 
he will turn the Devil's Upholſterer, and ſow 
Cuſhions to the Elbows of Iniquity, tho' it wears 
a Star and Garter. Beſides, when this Precept of 
not calling our Brother Fool, and ſo forth, was gi- 
ven, the Church was but in its Cradle, or Infancy; 
and if it had any Rogues, they were but little dt - 
minutiae: ones; whereas the Church is now grown 
to Woman's Eftate, and conſequently many of its 
Children have arrived to. their full Stature in Raſ: 
calliry, and this I take to be the Caſe. 
The third, and, as they imagine, the moſt ter- 
r ble Objection is till behind: For, DOCTOR, 
I. y theſe Gentlemen, pray do us the Favour to tell 
us what Church you belong to, that we may know 
where to find you. Firſt, you were a plain pri- 
mitive Proteſtant of the Anabaptiſt Cut. Then you 
faced about to the Religion then in Faſhion, went 
to the Univerſity, and took Orders in the Church of 
England. After that, you made a Trip to St. Omers 
and Salamanca, ſwallowed the Euchariſt as glibly 
as your Father did the Scotch-Covenant, and were 
a moſt zealous Papiſt. This would not ſatisfy your 
Turn, but, in a few Years, you veer'd about to rhe 
old Point, and hanged al: the Prieſts ard Jeſuits that 
came in your Way. Then you ſhewed a ftrange 
wambling in your Guts to be a Presbyterian. + Now” 
3 A 
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atlaſt you herd among the A 


To this heavy Charge T reply; that ever ſince T 
k ew my right Hand from my left, T carefully ob- 
ſerved'the' Golden Rule of being all to all Men, that 
I' might 'gain ſome MONEY. As for my going to 
St. Omers und pretendipg to be a Proſelyte to their 
Church; cwas a meer Trick of Youth, and no more: 
Loh did it with 4 Deſigu to fathom their dark Ia- 
trigues, and, if p- ſſible, to break the Neck of them; 
which, I think, I perfectly perform'd, for I truſs d 
up their Prieſts by Dozens. In Confideration of 
theſe Services, the Nation gave me a Title not in- 
ferior to that of the greateſi Heroes, and called me 
their Saviour and Deliverer.” If the Papiſts Will 
equi vocate with us Proteſtants, why: ſhould not we 
Proteſtants turn their equivocating Canon upon them, 
and maul them with their own Arms? But then, 
ſay they, if it had been your Luck to have trooped 
off when you liv'd in an idolatrous Communion, 
what had become of you then? Why, perhaps, I 
had been damn'd; but what of all that? If I had 
a Mind to hazard the going to the Devil, in or- 
der to ſaye the Nation, I humbly conceive they 
ought to thank, and not reproach me for it. 1 
am ſure a great 4 rh has ſince done the ſame, 
and made me the Compliment to follow my Copy. 
To conclude, I have at laſt thought fit, my Be- 
loved, to ſettle among you, in Obedience to the 
Apoſtle's Command, Try al Things, and b.ld faſt 
that which is good: For, really, I find the Men of 
your Perſwafton are good, and the Women are good, 
and likewiſe your Refreſhments and Collations are 
g30d ; yea, exceedihg good. In the next Place, 
my Father was one of you, and, like an obedient - 
Son, I am returned to his Way of Worſhip, and 
this Nature teaches the very Inſects. Obſerve a 
85 tek Summer 
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mam preferre Pudori, 


Summum crede Nefas ani 


Er Fropter Vitam diuendi perdere cabſas. Juen. 


r qqhas been an Obſervation of great Anriqui ty, 


char Natwre bas made Xothing in vain, and - that 
there is a ſecret or hidden Vertue in ever) 
Herb and Plant, in every trifling Reptile, and mi- 
nuteſt TyſeR, tho' they are not All known to Us, but 
which, however, may be hereafter found out 
the Experience and Study of Man. We almof 
daily arrive at the Knowledge of a Multitude of 
Things, that were once accounted Poyſons, and are 
now applied to the Preſervation of Health: And 
other Things that were efteem'd noxious, are ſo pre- 
par'd, that they are uſed for Luxury, and either to 
In 
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of 


855 ſten applied for rhe-Proſerymion, of 4 
leſs, uy nely x5 A 8 for e Prof ſervation 
dn + of Gon Copmonweelths.; from which we may in- 
Fices are —— neceſſary in a Govern- 
1 ce it is certain that there are ſome f- 
ces aluce Uſe, which nevertheleſs are baſe and | 
vici in their Quality; and canner. properly be | 
Executed: by. a vertuous Man. 2 rs - 
But if, the Exerciſe of ek: Employments, be- 
comes in ſome, Meaſure excuſable, in Regard of 

their Uſe and Nece ſſty, what ſhall we ſay 4 thoſe 

Men (ſuppoſing, that there have been any ſuch in | 

Nature; ) who ſacrifice all Faith,. Honour, and cu. | 

ſcience, to the imagin d Good and Service of | 
their Country 3 This is certainly à Step of Merit | 
' beyond what the old Romans ever aſpired at, be- 

= the boaſted Vertue of the older Spartans, who 
thought ir ſufficient - to give up their Lives. and 

Fortunes to their Countries, and believed, tho their 
States were under the Hazard of finking, that they 
— not to prop them up at the Expence. of their 
Hone 

Whether it be Nature, or Neceſſiey, which. dif- 
poſes Men to vicicus Actions, there haue been State. 
Sant in all, Ages, who have extracted ſomethipg 

from the Vices fahr and turned the worſt Things i: 
to ſome Degree of Fublick,. Berefft, Thus for Ex- - 
ample, we may obſerve all over the World, that 
Thoſe, who have beſt deſerved to ſuffer by the Bl 
Laus, are found to be the fineſt Perſons: to be the 
Officers and Exgeutioners of them. 

There aro other Sations and Parte, of f Bale 
ment, requiſite. in all daminiftrations, and balculated 
for. their Safety. and Protection, which. tho a Man 
may run thro' and barely maintain. his, Honeſty, 
1 jet at the ſaine Time he muſt be. under a Ne- 
N K 5 cellity 
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Leſſity of parting with what we call the Social 
Fertues. An Officer of Juſtice it ſent to ſeize a Man 
upon Suſpicion of ſome Miſdemeanour; by his Of- 
 fize he is diligently to ſearch into all the Concerns 
of the Family, ard, if poſſible, to find out ſome 
Matter to take away this Man's Life. What tho' 
this Perſon happens to be his Kinſman, or. has 
been his greateſt Benefa&or ? The Officer muſt ſe- 
verely execute his Orders, or elſe he betrays the 
Duty of his Office. Ir will be agreed ſurely that a 
Man muſt have parted with all his Humanity, who 
can execute ſuch an Employment with Fidelity. 
What ſhall we ſay of Failoys, Catchpoles, and Hang- 
men, all neceſſary Tools in a Commonwealth, and 


| Without whoſe Aſſiſtance it cannot well ſubſiſt: 


Vet there are many Things, which theſe Inſtruments 
are obliged to do by the Nature of their Employ- 
ments, that ſeem inconſiſtent with the Morality of a 
good Man? 55 5 NF 
I 1 have read of a generous Prince of Lithuania, 
whoſe Name was Wittoldus, who introduced a Cuſtom 
Into that Country, that by an Engine, which he 
had invented, the condemn'd Criminal was to-do 
the Execution upon himſelf : He thinking it mon- 
ſtruous, that a Man, who had been guilty of 20 
Crime, ſhould be put upon fo horrid an Employ- 
ment. We know likewiſe at this Day, it is the 
Cuſtom in many Countries for One of Thoſe ad- 
Jadged to dye to perform Execution on the reſt : 
And it is look'd upon to be Puniſhment enough for his 
Crimes, and an Inflition far more ignominious than 
That of Death. Tis true, Cuſtom and Sentiments 
differ in different Climates. The illuſtrious Empe- 
ror of Fez and Morocco aſſumes to Himſelf the Honour 
of beheading with the Back. Sword, and his Courtiers 
have Reaſon to be jealous that it will be a Day of 
Severity, whenever they ſee him dreſſed in his TeHow 
Ferkin, the Garb which this Potentate appropriates 
to theſe ſerious Solemnities. As in other Countries, 
Which we ſhould think deteſtable Tyranny in our 
„ 25 DE 3%» „ own, 


MISCELLANY LETTERS, 203 
own, no: Maiden is allowed tbe Benefit of Fedlock». 
but that the Prince, or Prieſt, is intitled to the Firſt- 
Fruits of the Marriage. But theſe Inſtances are by 

De riot oh fre 25 
Fo reſume my Subject; The Men, who are em- 
ploy ed in theſe hateful Offices, are generally of the 
loweſt; and moſt deprau d, Claſs of Mankind; Per- 
ſons loſt. to all Senſe of Shame; blaſted in Reputa- 
tion, and abandon'd in Principles; Yet do I not ſee. 
any Thing ſo wicked or opprobrious in their Parts, 
as in a Fudge, who ſhould endeavour by Fraud, or 
| falſe Hapes of Pardon, to allure a Criminal into a Cor- 
feſſion of Guilt, or to influence a Fury in Prejudice 
of a Priſoner, by ſtretching, or wreſting, the Senſe. 
of the Law. It may look abſurd. to 2 a Caſe,. 

fa 


which 'tis very improbable will ever fall in Pra- 
Kice; but, if it could, ſuch Conduct would be a 
malicious Kind of ꝓuſtice, to take it in the moſt fa- 
vourable View ; and tho the Priſoner ſhould be really. 
guilty, the Fudge would not by that Circumſtance , 
ſtand excus d. Could it therefore be in Nature, that 
we were to ſee a Judge tranſported into Paſſion! a- 
gainſt a Criminal, we ſhould have Reaſon to ſuſpect 
bim of Partiality, or Prejudice: For all good Des 
ſigns are calm and temperate, and true juſtice is 
without Malice, or Anger. Utitur metu Animi, qui 
uti u ſtitia non pote ſ. e 
Many baſe Actions, it muſt be confeſs'd, are ex- 
cuſed ro the World from a pretended Nee which. 
Neceſſity is generally no more than ſcme Benet 
obtained by Them: But I hope, we are pot to de- 
termine of the Glory, or Baauiy, of an Action, by 
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the Profit which attends it. I believe, an honeſt, Man, 
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cannot do a treacherous Thing, tho' it were to ſerye 
bis Country. IS 21 * | 
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MONTAIGNE aid, he ſhculd hardly he drawn 
to hetray his Prince for a particular Man, who ſhould | 
have been. aſhamed to betray a private Man for, bis 
prince; ſo much he abhorred;Freachery of any kind. . 


Sure Treachery ought to be deteſted and deſpiſed of 
. Es ons” / os 
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all good Men, When even the\E22poror 'IBBRIKIS: 
refuſed -to make Uſe of it inn Affair thatoicun-: 
cerned his Intereſt; Certain Perſons ſent him Word 
from Germany, that, upon ſuch Conditionz; they 
would take away the Life: of Armimas by: Poyſon, 
who at that Time was the greuteſt Enemy the Ro. 
mans had: The: Anſwer: which he returned them 


Was, that the People of Rome were always ac 


cuſtomed to revenge themſelves of their Enemies 


_ operily, and with Sword in Hand, and not clandeſtinely - 


and by niquitons Fraud. Perhaps it may be objest- 
he ihougbt Allowing it might be ſo, yet this ſerves 


to ſhew the greater Foulneſs of ſuch a Proceeding, 


of:being concerned in itt. 
There are many Examples of Men, who falling © 


into the Hands of Robbers, have been diſtniſsd un- 


hurt, having firſt obliged themſelves on Oath to 


5 . eee of Money, and not to attempt to 


ring! the Thieves to Puniſhment: Theſe Men, 
when out of their Hands, have religioufly: compiyd 
with their Oaths; preferring their Fah given to ay 
zr vate Intereſt of their own. ' Tis true, they might 
have pleaded, that they were fore d to give ſuch 


Promiſe, and that their Minds never conſented: But 


CICERO laughs and diſallows this Fall ey, 9uaſt © 


vero Viro forti dis ꝑoſſit adbiberi, as though a Man of 


good Spirit were to be u . ? ſo that if Rar 
e a good Excuſe for the Breach of Promiſe, why may 
not Neceſſity,” or any Circumſtanee that a Man is un- 
der, when he binds himſelf by Oath or Promiſe, to 


* 


do any Thing which afterwards proves againſt his 
Intereſt? Upon the Foot of ſuch a Maxim, by De- 


grees, all the Right which one Man pretends to 
claim from another's Promiſe, may be utterly abo- 
liſhed. For which Reaſon it is ſaid, by an honeſt 
Author, that it is not lawful, for the Sake of private 
Intereſt, to excuſe the Breach of Promiſe; nor, in 


any Caſe, 3 the Thing promiſed is ſome- 


thing 


. 


* 
— * 
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thing ti, and wicked in t ſelf: There, indeed, 
it is toi be allow d, becauſe the Right of Vertue is 
total Place: before any other Right whatfocver. 
But ofnall! Kinds of Treachery this is certainly 
the cmoſt excuſable; but there is a Kind of Trea- 
chery which is ſometimęs practiced betwixt Man 
and Man, of a: barbavons Nature, and Which, how- 
ever, is glg d over with a ſperious Name. I ſhall 
gixe f νhjE,õf Definition of it, than by ſaying, that 
a trendhe ro and malicious Conduct does not deſerve 
to be call d Zeal; nor a Propenſity to Mifcbief and Vio- 
jence the Love: of one's Country; | eſpecially when 
we know that it is private Intero ſt which inflames the 
Hearts af the Men Who run into ſuch Meaſures. 
There are ſome Actions which are not lawful even 
againſt an Enemy; and neither the Service of the 
Prince, nor the general Concern, can warrant or 
give a Sanction to Offices againſt private Morality. 
He that would employ me to ſwear, lye, and betray, 
telling me it was for the public Good, would do me 
a greater Pleaſure in forcing me upon the Office 
off mͥũßhm nimm gm on a but 
Men of hardened Hearis and Tooſe Morals, waves 4 
may be of Uſe in particular Stations of Life; but, 
among all-rheſe, I have taken no Notice of INFOR- 
MERS, becauſe I would not affront any Nation or 
Party, ſo much as to ſuppoſe ſuch 77pers were ever 
enceuvaged or employed. Were they to be found a- 
mong us, ſuch is the Spirit of true BRITISH Gene- 
roſity, I don't doubt but ſhe ſhould imitate the Po- 
licyy of philip of Macedon, who, tis ſaid, built > 
City on Purpoſe for Raſcals, forcing them all ro live 
togetben; leaſt they ſhould infe# or deftroy the reſt 
of -kis Booplee... 1 > 55 
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T has been a Diſpute of a long Standing, which 
Government is beſt, either that of a Common 
wealth or Monarchy ; the Partizans of the latter 
urge againſt the former, that it is only the Envy 
of ſee:ng one Man rais'd ſo high above his fellow 
Creatures, which ſets the proud Heart of the Repub- 
lican againſt Monarchy. + at HYD U 
I allow that was the Caſe with many of the Con- 
ſpirators againſt Fulius Ceſar, ſince every one of 
them (the noble Brutus excepted) had the ſame 
Thing in View which Ceſar brought to paſs. But, 
not to run away with Preſumptions, we muſt al- 
low that there are many Things in that Form of 
Government which ks to recommend it; and 
Whoever. travels through the States and Princi- 
palities of Europe (as they are now govern'd) will, 
no doubt, give the Preference to the former, with- 
out entripg into the Policies by which the Priuces 
oh. Hie garter. — 
A Traveller may, by the Looks of the Inhabi- 
tants, know where Tyranny and where Freedom pre- 
rail; the ſame Air, the ſame Soil, where only a 
little River divides the Bounds of different Domi- 
nions, may be ſeen. the extreameſt Miſery, and 
the greateſt Plenty. The little Commonwealths of 
Haly, as well as that of Holland, are Proofs of this; 
there no publick Pjunderers ever eicaped Puniſn- 
ment; the civil Employments are few; the Per- 
ſons who polleſs them often chang'd ; and the Sal- 
laries ſmall, Men being content with the Honour of 
_ ſervirg their Country for its own ſake, ard not 
for what they can ſqueeze from it. If a Native 
of one of theſe States was to travel into a certain 
Kingdom in Aſia, now under the Government of the 
Turks, where, if a Man peſſeſſes Employments to 
| | | the 


* 
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the Value of two or three thouſand Crowns. a Year, 
he ſhould, in three or four Years Space, amaſs 
half a Million by Frauds annd Tricks, would nor 
the Stranger deſire to ſee the Gibbet on which this 
Man was hang' d? 3 „„ op 
1 ſay, in theſe Commonwealths no Man injures 
the People unpuniſh'd; the publick Treaſures are 
only difboſed of for the Neceſſities of the State, and 
never laid out for the maintaining of Harlets and 
Paraſites in Grandeur, or in bribing the Burgo- 
maſters to betray the Libertics of their Towns, 
both which occaſions great Heart-burnings where- 
ever they happen; no Standing Armies are main- 
tain'd, but as many Troops as are abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. for the garriſoning of frontier Towns, and thoſe 
in extream Subjection to the civil Magiſtrate : If a 
Soldier, or an Officer, or even Count 7, the Ge- 
neral himſelf, ſhould abuſe or inſult a Burgher, or 
rivate Tradeſman, in Holland, he would be caſhier'd 
that Inſtant, and never receive a Stiver of the States 
Money for the future. | 3 


Theſe Things have made ſome Men of Senſe of 
our own Nation, Who have travell'd and obſery'd 
the World, to become ſevere Republicans ; they 
ſee Naly, the richeſt Soil in Europe, not half peo- 
pled ; in Germany, which is divided into a great 
many little Principalities, a Man may travel many 
Days and not find a Bed to lye upon; the poor Peo- 
ple and their Cattle have the ſame Covering, and 
the ſame Pillow. TW pi 

Another Thing our Travellers have cbſerv'd, is 
that all thoſe Princes. are not always Men of the 
moſt elevated Underſtandings; by which it is plain, 
that neither Arts nor Sciences, Reaſon nor Judg- 
ment, are of any Uſe in the Exerciſe of Tyranny. 
A Policy which conſiſts in nothing but Rapine aud 
Plunder, may be acquir'd by a very narrow Ge- 
nius; and a People us'd to ſuffer, are kept in 
Awe by a ſmall Force; their very Diſcontents are 

| : | puniſh 
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ment only give us the beſt Side of it. The 


: | 75 10 
7 80 15 . 
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e Sir 15. Its gie in, the an M19 
ben of eþ (in the. Fable 1 5 | 
1 erd , My 155 the pft om of A.CErt DI 
herd. to Mean bis Sheep as don FI Ever 
1 ceiv d an Wool upon. Thee Bae ks,; wi 

ny Fer by 
ard to Time or 2 7 ot 5 26:90 

cee in the cold. "Time of the War, Sha, 
« them 1 5 to the Biere of the liner Fa 
them, at length, TOO, to lay be fore, 

« him the Hardſhip of this Uſage, telling, him, it 
« was a little too ſevere not to be content FAY, their. 

« Milk, but to take from them. their Cl gathipg 
« too, and. fri 'p them naked at that cold Time o | 

« Year. The hepherd, far 7 5 rom entrin into the 
« Reaſon of this Complaint, i in a mighty! ape,took. 
« the Lamb of this poor Sheep, a au ed l. f its Throat 
« before his Face: The diſconſolate Mother, with 


u Heart brim- full of Grief, ſaid to the Shepherd, 
% Well, now you've done your worlt, I hope? No, 


« replies the n for now T1 cut your 
« Throat too | 
This is the true Image of 7 ranny in all its Cir- 
cumſtances ; ; the nag oh, rips. and fleeces his 
Flock quite bare, and when one of them repreſents 
to him their common Grievances, tis ſeditious and 


traiterous, and the poor Thing ſuffers accordingly. 


Upon this Foot 1 am not ſurpriz d, that Men 


mould prefer the e of a . 
before that of a Monarch 9957 15 If thoſe o govern 
in 


once bring themſelves to t that the . 
is not made and a pointed for the Care and Ser- 
vice of the Flock, Flock x for the, Ser- 
vice of the Shepherd, the People are like to have 
4 woful Time. But to return to our Republicans, 
thoſe who are Advocates for that Sort of G0 verit- 

glicies 


and Oper by which. they age evern d, Mond Res 
007 cr 


1 e wy LETTERS: 85 
ver fit Genius re is a kin - 
nefs'i 1 ther 'Maxims ; 5 Equa ally d Gage i b 


greatly vert ny or great reat Vertges 
| Popylaticy SOR hole 10 ke he gm er- 
vice, Are gener Ms worlt us d. Miltigdes was, caft 
int Nu SPA ek ; 5 iſtreſs of all 
27 3, The gz ftocles Was for cad to fly Bis Country, 
nd te beg the Protection of ide King of Perfia, his 
prenteſt”? 72 $cip/o the elder dy d poor in a little 
ounty" es Mg from Rome; à Proof he wie 


dot 3 Je: e the publick Treaſure, as was flightly 
hs 15 my Scipio Africanui was aſſa ifoared in his 
ifer lie had fabdu'd & Carthage: An honeſt Man 


Ni 5375 thut kind of Gonernment, where f it is a 
Crime to excel in vertoue. 

But there are other Reaſons beſides chaſe. why. 
PrglPinen: ſhould diflike it; they once ſmarted un- 
3 t 9 7 Trang and Abuſe of it, and have W 

che mole excellent of” 1 Gorernradure; ; an A 
ir duly maintain'd, "has all 12 

uitages, without an any 0 the Inconueniences o 0 
Age e i king 1 0 15 
The Inſtances we ve are only ar trary Prin- 
ces, ſich ho ek no Notion. of s 125 ae 
er anditl bg. th emſeltes, Ls the pi wah of heir” 
jekts; ils faid, chüt all PRübes would be ar- 
birrary, if they could; ; but with us they cannot 
be ſo; our Lacs 'are made, and our Taxes rais d by 
our own Repreſentatives 3 and, we know, they Il nei- 
ther throw away one, nor tother, unleſs they are! 

oo and  coryaptel, Which is | Tuppoling. a very odd 
I > | 
10 0 be Governments the Hing, or the 
good Will of the Peo le, i never conſulted in the 
Choice of Officers o State; With us the fame” 
Men are | preferr'd, that we, 'our felves, would 
chuſe, were the Election curs. In arbitrary Go- 
vernments, Forces are raiſed upon the moſt tri- 
fling Pretences ; ; wa us no abe is levied but 
upon 


Baud, or Harlots ; or, 


Jt 
| | 
| 
| 
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upon ſome extraordinary Occafion ; and our Par- 
liaments are to ſee, that it is juſtly appropria-. 


* 


ted. In arbitrary Governments the Dipnities of the 
State are diſpoſed of ſometimes by a Funto of 


perhaps, Buffoo 1, or Valets 
and Perſons of the aue Darn nd JL i” 
Alzerce the greateſt Affairs of the Stat? in one Place, 
that are carted in another; with us 4a Man makes 
his Way only by his Merit, and nothing recom-, 


: r 4 . N ! a ns o 
mende ore Man before another but bis ſuperior 


Qualifica ions. \ 24 ws 6 _ PRA: Y Grew, fie {7-892 2 . 3% QF 
In the latter End of the Reign of the Tate 


French Kirp, every Body knows by What Councils 

% : 9 IN 1 ti) ol! . 90 2 ile 
he was govern'd ; but he had ou -liv'd his Sen- 
ſes, and gave up the Government of à mighty 
Kingdom into the Hands of an old Woman, A cer- 


* 


. oy X $$. (3: Ba, ® «. "+ 5 
tain Author made this Remark upen, him, that 


he differ d from all Men living, for he choſe an 
4% Miftreſs and yourg Stareſinen ; and de know bis 
Affairs proſper d accordingly ; for Men of Worth 
and Honour finding there was no Employment to 
be had, but what'paſs'd through fuch vile Hands, 
forſook the Court, and few others, but Syco- 


phants and Paraſites, were in Vogue. When an 


infamous old Woman was Regent, who ſhould won- 
der if a Monkey, or a Lab. Dag, had been. made fuß 


* 3 T4154 3 
* 8 5 1 1 
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„ e e 
PO conſidering the different Governments 
of a Monarchy, aud of a Commonwealth, with 

PF Reſpedt to the Good of the People, we ſhall 
find that Men often deceive themſelves through 
falſe Prejudices, as well on one Side as on the other; 

where they receive bad Impreſſions concerning Mo- 
narchy, becauſe of the Ves and Follies of ſome. par- 
thular Prince; as, on the other Hand, where they 
conceive an ill Opinion of Co:m0nwealths, becauie 
they ſometimes ſee the greateſt Merit perſecuted with 
the utmoſt Severity, if it happens to be accompany'd 
win ne n 3 nigger 

Theſe ſingular Opinions ſeem to be ill grounded 

on both Sides; for though the Vices, or weak Gapa- 

city of the Prince (no doubt) affect the People, yet 
the Inconveniences deri vd thence, perhaps, are not 
ſo great as what are felt under a Commonwealth. 

On the contrary, the Nature of a Commonwealth re- 

quires ſo ſtrict a Virtue in its governing Members, 

that the Jeaſt Tendency towards Ambition may en- 
danger the Liberty of the State, and though we find 
that Men, accuſtom'd to live under a Commonwealih, 
cannot reconcile themſelves to a Monarchy, as thoſe 
who have been us'd to live under the latter, can to 
a Commonwealth, it muſt be underſtood of a Monarchy 
which is Arbitra my. OE 
Bur the inge ious Lord HALLIFAX has handled 
this Subject with ſuch a Delicacy of Reaſon and 
good Argument, that we cannot decide the Diſpute 
becter than by producing his Lordſhip's Words upon 
this Head. ey N e 
© The Diſpute, which is a greater Beauty, a Mo- 

« narchy or a Commonwealth, has laſted long be- 

« tween its contending Lovers, and they have be- 

_ « havd themſelves ſo like Lovers (who, in good 
| by | « Manners, 


| 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of 


— _— 
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«:Manners muſt be ont of their Wits, who us'd ſuch 
Figures to exalt their own Idols. on either Side, 
and ſuch angry Aggravations to reproach one ano- 
ther in the Conteſt) that moderate Men have; in 
„all Times, ſmil d upon this Eagerneſs, and 
«© thoughrir differ d ver ery tle from dowtiright 
2 25. We in ENGLAND, by « happy Uſe of 
the Controverſy, conclude them Both in the Wrong, 
% And reject them from being dur Pattern, not 
de taking their Words in their utmoſt Extent, Which 
« is a Thing, that Monarchy leaves Men no Li- 
© herty, and a Commonyealtt : ſuch'as allows'them 
«nd Quiet. ; WBES SOL 21 8575 A FARO 10 
„We chink, that 4 wiſe Mean beryevni! theſe 
4 two Extreams, is that which Self. preſervation 
% -ought to dictate to our Wiſhes; and, we may ſuy, 
„we have attain'd to this Mean, in à greater 
4 Meaſure than any Nation now in Being, or, per- 
4 ha any we have read of, though never ſo much 
eeſebrated for the Mſdm or Felicity of their con- 
* ftittions = We take rom one the too great Po ]W - 
* er of doing Hurt, and yet leave enough to go- 
i vern and protect us: We take from the other the 
* Confufion, the Parity, the Animoſities, and the 


__ «Licenſe, and yet re erve ſuch a due Care of fuch 


* Liberty as may conſiſt with Mens Allegiance. 
But it being hard, if not impoſſible, to be ex- 
<:attly even; our Government has much the ffronger 
* Biaſs towards Monarchy, ' which, by che general 
Conſent and Practice of Mankind, ſeems by have 
« the Advantage in Diſpute againſt "a - Commonwealth. 
«The Rules of a Commonwealth are too hard for 
tenthe Bulk of Mankind to come up to; rhat Form 
of Government requires ſuch a Spirit to carry it 
4 on, as does not dwell in great Numbers, but is re- 
4 ſtrain'd to ſo very few, eſpecially in this Age, "that 
_ © Jerithe Methods appear never ſo much reaſonable 
upon Paper, they muſt fail in Practice, which will 
« eyer be ſuited more ro Aleve Nature us it ts, than 
as it 2 ron be. 0 | 

0 Monarchy 


_ mercy be by hs, People for the Dell 
un 4 e Fe: 1 4 Teen Porp and ere 
| or Babes, ſince the rea- 
Kin axe, end evennil — ins 


1 a 5 c den. Gl Circumſtances _—_— d) 


« Forms, When the. Adminiſtration: of. that Power 
« falls in good. Hands, and that, all, orher-Gqyexns 
+ ments . JON. of Countenance when they are ſet 
« in CGompariſon With . ane 
ee mighit THT: ſay A bimſelf fl the Trouble 
of making Laws, either he had been immortal, 
that he could have. ſecur d to Poſterity a ſuc-. 
« eceding; Race of Princes like himſelf.; hisown Ex- 
«4 ; ample was a better Law than he could, with, all. 
" bie Skill, tell how to make. Such a Prince is a. 
6 living Law that dictates to his Subjects, Whoſe 
Thoughts in that Caſe never riſe above their O- 
0 3 the Confidence they have in Virtue 
and Know tedge of the Maſter, preventing the 
10 Scruples and Apprehenſions to which Men are 


«6 naturally inelin d, in Relation to thoſe that go- 
vern them. Such a Magiſtrate is the Life and 


« Soul of Juſtice; whereas the Law is but a Bo- 
dy, and a dead one too, without his Influence 


. 40 to give it Warmth and Vigour, 41 And by. the: ir- | 


« reſiſtable Power of his Virtue, he daes ſo recon- 
eile Dominion with Allegiance, that all Diſputes 
« between them are ſilene d and ſubdu d; and, in- 
«deed, no Monarchy can be perfect and abſolu e 
« + without, Exception, but where the Pringe is ſu- 
« perior by his. Virtue, as well as by his Character, 


% and-his- ower; ſo that to ſerew out Precedents 


« of unlimited Power, is a plain Diminution to a 
« Prince that Nature has made great, and who 
„ had better make himſelf a glorious Example to 
e Poſterity, than borrom an Authority from dark 
« Records raiſed out of the Grave; E re | befides 
6 nt Non-ulage, have always in them. Matapof 
= W QATTO- 
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« Controyerſy and Debate; and it may be affirmed, 


that Ir ſtances are very rare of Princes having the 


' worſt in Diſputes e if they were 
eminent for Juſtice in Time o 


a fy Peace, or Con- 
duct in Time of War: Such Advantage the 


Crown giveth to thoſe, who adorn it by their 


own perſonal Vertues. 
« Bur fince, fur the greater Honour of good and 
wile Pririces, and the better to ſet off their Cha- 


racters by Compariſon, Heaven has decreed there 
muſt be a Mixture; and that ſuch as are perverſe” 
and inſufficient, or at leaſt both, are to have 
their equal Turns in governing the World: And 


befides that the Will of Man is fo various, and 
ſo unbounded a Thing, and ſo fatal too when 
joined with Power miſapplied ; it is no Wonder 
if thoſe who are to be governed, are willing o 


have ſo dangerous, as well as ſo uncertain, a 
Standard of their Obedience, „„ 


« There muſt be therefore Rules and Laws, for 
Want cf which, or, at leaſt, the Obſervation of 
them; it was once as Capital in ROME to ſay, 
that NERO did not play well upon the Lute, 


as to commit Treaſon, or blaſpheme the Gods, And 
even Veſpaſi an himſelf had like to have loft his 


Life, for ſleeping, whilſt he ſhould have at- 
tended, and admired, that Emperor's Imperti- 
Ferce vpn tHe Hee DIETS 70” 


There is a Wantonneſs in great Power that 


Men are pererally too apt to be corrupted with; 
and, for that Reaſon, a wiſe Prince, to prevent 
the Temptation ariſing from common Frailiy, 
would chuſe to govern by Rules for his own 
Sake, as well as for his People's; ſince it only 
ſecures him from Errors, and does not leſſen 
the real Authority that a good Magiſtrate would 
care to be poſſeſs'd cf, For if the Opinion of a 
Prince be contrary either to Reaſon itſelf, or 


to the univerſal Opir ion of his Subjects, the LAW 
(if bone ſtly exccuted) by a kind RNeſtraint, 


reſcues 
« hin 


MISCELLANY: LETTERS: 215 
« him from a Diſeaſe that would undo him. If his 
« ill, on the other Side, is reaſonable or well directed, 
« chat Fill immediately becomes 4 Law, and he, is 
« arbitrary by an eaſy and natural Conſequence, with- 
« out. taking Pains, or overturning the World for it. 
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FAVING read a late Pamphlet, called LI- 
,VIA's Advice to AUGUSTUS in the Caſe 
of Cinna, who was once taken in open 
Rebellion again ſt that Prince, and afterwards diſ- 
covered in a Conſpiracy againſt his Life; the Au- 
thor, amorg many curious, Remarks, is pleas'd, to 
make the ier that Livia ga ve him this Ad- 
vice, as knowing it beſt agreed with his natural 
Temper of Mind, Here Livia in ſume Degree plays 
the Flatterer, but it has been the e of. 
Princes in molt Times to have ſuch Advice given 
them as promoted the Intereſt of the Favour tes who 
ofter'd it; for as it is obſerved, that nothing gains 
ſo much upon the Likings of Men, as, fallivg in 
with their , Paſſions, , ſo Courtiers (who. have often, 
nothing at Heart, but their own Preferment) ſtudy 
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| only the Paſſions of the Prince, and give ſuch Coun- 
ſel (good or bad) as they think will pleaſe 
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[ will not diſpute, but there having been many 
illuftrious Exceptions frem this general Maxim; 
but to return to Livia, it was, her good Fortune, 
that her Prince and Hausband had bis Heart poſ- 
ſeſs d by ſuch generous Paſſions, that ſhe could 


a them with ſo much Ref ut t on to her 
ſel . 7 hs | e 2 | t 8 > 
The Deſign of this Pampblet ſeems to be to cele- 
brate the Vertues ,of. CLEMENCY ;, bat as it is 
laid, that every Thing wears two Faces, ſo Bocca- 
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phler. © It is 


- 1 . * 


different from the Writer of his 


5 * 


in his Book, call d, the Ab of P 


ARNASSL 


where be zelle, that Putin Caſar,'in the Hearing 
of many illuſtrious Perions, tat d ' Marcus - Brutus 
with Ingratitude; we ſhall take the Pains to tranſ- 


late it, that our Readers may judge which has 
handled-the Subject beſt. 


\ 


The bizter Hatred, which aroſe betwirt Ce ſar the 
Dictator, and Marcus Brutus, has been kept alive to 


ſuch a Degree, that, notwithſtanding many the great- 
eſt Sages of Parnaſſus ha ve frequently attempted 4 
Reconcilement betwixt them, they have Rill found 
all their Endeavours to be in vain :; However, for 
fear of giving Offence to 7 Notice was given to 
them both to keep out of each others Way. But 
when the Fire of Hatred lies ſhut up in the Breaſt 
of a paſſionate Man, it breaks out at laſt with 


the greater Violence. W555 5 
Thus it was, when the other Day, there being 
an extraordinary Aſſembly of the States of Parnaſſus 


to be held, Ceſar the Dictator was preſent; nor 
was it poſſible to perſwade Brutus to retire, and give 
him Place. That intrepid Genius of his, and Grear- 


neſs of Soul above the reſt of Mankind, made him 
think it was baſe to give Way to his capital Enemy. 
While he was reaſoning in this Manner, Cefar comes 


rowards Brutus, and taxes him with Ingratitude ; 
and, as it 'happens when Mens Minds are preju- 
diced, doubtful Words arc underſtood in the worſt 
Senſe, and the ſlighteſt Injury appears an inſupport- 


able Offence ; Brutas gave Ceſar the Lye, and at 
the ſame Time (as was neceſſary) prepared himſelf 
for Fight. Cæſar ſtung to the Quick, like an en- 
raged Lyon, was going to fall upon Brutus, when 
ſeveral great Princes, who were preleat, interpoſed, 


and parted them from the Combat. 

The Day following, Ceſar the Dictator with his 
accuſtomed Eloquence, publiſhes a Manifeſto againſt 
Marcus Brutus; in which he ſaid, it is well known 
. | to 
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to the World «that in the civil War, no Man had 
ſhewn himſelf ſo eruel an Enemy to him, as Brutur 


did, not even Pompey himſelf; tliat tho having his 


Sword in his Hand, with Victory on his Side, he 
might, by the Laws of War have aſſured himſelf of 
him, and have taken away his Life; nevertheleſs, 
he rather choſe the Part of << gre than rigorous 
guſtice; and gave him his Life with fo much Frank- 
nels and Generoſity, as would Have made an Im- 
reſſion indelible in the Mind of any other Man 
firing except that of the ungenerous Brutus; and 
as if all the Injuries he received had been Bene- 
fits, Hatred gave Way to Love, and Revenge to 
Merey: And all chis with ſo overflowing an Af. 
fection, that "as if he had been his beſt beloved 
Child, he made him his Heir by his laſt Wil; a 
Magnanimity which had ſuch an Effect upon the 
People of Rome, that tho” it is obſerved that the 
Commonalty, upon other Occaſions, are generally 
mov'd by ſordid Intereſt, rather than the Sentiments 
of Generoſity, yet after his Murther, when it was gi⸗ 
ven out to be done for the Publieck Good, the People 
had this Action of Brutus in ſuch Abhorrence, that 
they choſe rather to revenge his Death than to re- 
cover their Liberty, Which they might eaſily have 
done at that Time, And if the Behaviour of 57 
tus towards him was not a bare-fac'd and ſhameful 
Act of Ingratitude, no Man ever deſerv'd to be re- 
proach'd with that Name, and Ingratitude  muft be 
a Word without either Senſe or Meanings " Brutus 
finding his Honour call'd in Queſtion by this Mani- 
ſyerite it; which: hs fer entf TOI 
As to the firft, he owed Ceſar no Fayour for hav- 
ing ſpared" his Life, when he rook up Arms againſt 
him, "ſince, in taking up Arms, he did Ceſar no In- 
juſtice : Since every Citizen, who fights for the Li- 
berty of his Country, when he ſecs it ready to be op- 
preſſed by ſome Tyrant (which was the Caſe of him, 
and the reſt concerned with him) does no more than 
Nor Ub  * | COS he 
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ſuch as could ſee into all his Artifices ; and that a 
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he is bound in Duty, and deſerves Praiſe from his f 


very Enemy if he has any Generoſity. And Ceſar, 
after his Victory at Pharſalia, could lay no Obliga- 
tion upon thoſe (as he would falfly perſwade) to 
whom he gave their Lives: He might pretend to 


gain upon their Minds by pardoning them the Inju- 


Ties he had done, not thoſe he had received. It 
muſt be the Guilty and nor the Innocent, who ſtood 


in need of Pardon; Ceſar therefore could not par- 


don them, though they might pardon Cæſar, ſince he 


Who oppreſs'd his Country was the Criminal, and 


they who defended it, the Perſons injured. And 
though that Reproach of ungrateful, which Ceſar 
had caſt upon him, had made a ſtrong Impreſſion on 
his Mind, yet another Reflection had given him 

reater Pain, which was, that he had emer'd into 
the Counſels of ſo wicked a Man, and for the mi- 


ſtaken Benefit of Life received, had for a while 


forgot, that the Liberty of his Country was raviſh'd 
from Her: Which ſhould have been engraved, in 
Letters not to be eraſed, upon the Heart of every 
Citizen of Rome. „ . 
As to the Clemency, of which he boaſts, it is cer- 
tain that no Clemency has any Reliſ of Vertue, but 
that which flows from pure Benevolence; and it is as 
certain, that in the Pardon which Ceſar gave to thoſe 


Senators who defended their Country (a Pardon he 


had ro Right to give) he conſulted only his own 
Intereſt, and only ſpared them, that he might exer- 
ciſe his Tyranny with the greater Security. For he 
well knew, that, if after his Victory, he had pro- 
ceeded with Cruelty againſt the principal Members 
of the Commonwealth, he muſt of Conſequence in- 
cur the general Hatred of the People; ſo that he 


only gave other Men their Lives to ſecure his 
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As to his Will, in which he pretends to hare 


made him his Heir, he bad Ceſar to reflect, that 
he was not now ſpeaking to ignorant Men, but to 


falſe 
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flalſe Liberality lay concealed under this Shew of 
good Will. For it is plain this was not dane out of 
Y perſonal Affection, but as it were to tie up my Hands, 
to wear out of my Mind the very Deſire of reſtoring 

Liberty, to joyn with you in becoming an Enem 
to our common Country. This Artifice of the Will 
was no more than to intereſt me in the Profit of 
promoting Publick Slavery; a Trick which ambiti- 
ous Tyrants often practice, in order to buy over baſe | | 
mercenary Senators to their Party at an infamous | | 
price. And this villainous Artifice of making it 
the private Intereſt of ſome baſe Senators, vilely to 
| ſubmit to wearing Chains, was by Fulius Ceſar, be- 
| queathed as a Legacy to Auguſtus, in whole laſt Will 
ard Teſtament, Tertio Gradu Primores Civitatis ſcripſe= 
rat pleroſque inviſos ſibi, and, as Tacitus, with no great 

Caution hath expreſs'd it, actantia Gloriaque ad Po- 

fteres : And that the principal Senators, who were 
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bis Enemies might be drawn over by the Hope of | 
1 finding more to gratify their Avarice in Slavery | 
7 than in Freedom, they might become the Inſtru- | 
| ments of eſtabliſhing Tiberius in that Tyranny, Which | 
7 it was their Duty to oppoſe with Arms | 
t Brutus having: finiſhed his Writing with this Ad- 
1 dition, that he was ſo far from owning the receiyi ll 


his Life as a Favour, that he ſhould have counte' 

it an Obligation, if Cæſar had taken it away, in Re- 
gard that a great Man arrives to the utmoſt Pitch of 
Glory by being deſtroyed by a Tyrant ; ſince it is an 
Argument that bis Life was terrible to the Tyrant, 
as being the Champion of Liberty; and Tyrants 
envy the Lives of thoſe on whom they exerciſe theſe 
Cruelties: As, on the contrary, they look with 
Scorn on thoſe, whoſe Fondneſs for Life, for the 
vile Benefit of a Pardon received, can oyer-look 
all the Injuries done to the Liberties of the 
Peoples. : a | 


= This Anſwer ſo inflamed the Mind of Ceſar, by 
10 Nature haughty, that he challenged Brutus to a 
1 lingle Combat in the Field of Mars: To which 


L 2 Brutus 
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Brutus replied, that he would willingly anſwer this 


cure himſelf of thoſe Wounds he had received 
from him in the Capitol, and then return, in whick 


Twered with equal Contempt and Scorn ; that the 
Reaſons urged by Brutus ſhould be no Hinderance 
to his appearing in the Field of Mars, ſince Bru- 
Nephew Auguſtus as well as all the Triumvirate, 


an excellent Cure for Wounds, for that thoſe, Which 


made uſe of to aſſault Men of Honour. 


Cuſtom to make a Difference betwixt Enemy and 
Enemy; that his Anceſtors, in combating for the 
Liberty of the Commonwealth againſt the Hannibali, 
the yugurthas, and the Mithredates, had made War 


into a Trap. 


* 


Invitation, but that he ſcorned to fight a Man al- 
ready half deſtroyed; that firſt he ſhould go, and 


Fight he had us'd him as a Friend. 
To this contemptible Speech of Brutus, Ceſar an- 


tut himſelf had Cauſe to know by Means of his 
that the corroſive Ointment of Proſeriptions was 


he had received, had been long ſince heal'd ; that 
therefore he might appear alone in the Field of 
Mars, without his Accomplices, Caſſius and Caſca, 
and the reſt of the Cut-throats, whoſe Arms he 


To this Brutus replied, that it had ever been his 


only with the Arms of Vertue. But that Tyrant, 
being Wolves in the Cloathing of innocent Lambs, 
ſhould be attack'd with their own treacherous Arts; 
and, like Foxes, by all Sorts of Cunning be draws 
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Mr. MIST, £426 . IN 
e 57 OU have of late entertained us with ſome 
| Y Diſſeriations on that long canvaſs'd Diſpute, 
whether a Monarchy or Commonwealth be moſt 
ſuitable to the Genius, or moſt for the Intereſt, of 
Nations. If we were to amaſs the Arguments that 
have been made uſe of in the managing this great 
Controverſy, and ſer them in a fair Oppoſition to 
each other, they might poſſibly occaſion. no little 
Heſitation in us to which Side of the Queſtion we 
ought to ſubſcribe. The Advantages and Inconvenien- 
ces in either Adminiftration may ſo far ballance a- 
gainſt each other, as to make the Deciſion doubt- 
ful: Though, I profeſs, upon the Judgment that I 
have formed for my ſelf, I ſhall eyer declare on 
the Part of Monarchy. 2115 B 
But, as it is not my Tatention to interfere in this 
| Diſpute, I ſhall beg Leave to carry the Argument 
into a different Channel, and obſerve, what every 
Body, upon a RetroſpeCion into the State of Coun- 
tries, will be apt to acknowledge, that CONSTI- 
TUTIONS are variable and wncertain, and no one 
pecul:avly. natural, or abſolutely neceſſary, to any one 
Climate, by | OSS on: 
Let us look into what REPUBLICKS or MO- 
NARCHIES we pleaſe, that have made any 
Figure in the World, and we ſhall find them 
to have run through ſuch Changes. and Alte- 
rations of Power, that we ſhall almoſt be obliged 
to confeſs Revolutions the Work of Nature; and that 
| every Cmmonwealth, after ſuch a Period or Courſe 
of Years (could we but either by the Stars, or any 
other Help to Knowledge, find out its ſtated and 
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preciſe Duration ; ) will mellow and reſolve into a 


. Monarchy: As that Monarchy, after a freſh Circle of 


Time, will fall back into, and be ſwallowed up 

7 CS: 
Nature preſcribes this Viciffirude and Circulation 
in the Seaſons, the Elements, and almoſt every 
Branch of created Beings : Though it might ſeem 
a wild precarious Peſition to aſſert, that the poli- 


ical World required as certain Revolutions, as the 


natural and elementary do. The Appeal, however, 
lies to Senſe and Obſervation ; and, to whatever 
Cauſe we will impute it, we ſhall be convinced, as 
I have already taken Notice, though we ſhould nor 
they are certain and unavoidable. N 

The Example of od ROME ſeems to make this 


admit Changes in Conſtitutions to be neceſſary, yet that 


evident to Demonſtration: Monarchy was the Go- 


vernment which that City ſubmitted to from her 


.earlieft Infancy : She bore with a ſhort Succefſion 


of Kings, and found their Tyranny ſo inſupport- 
able, that her Kings were expelled, and a Conſular 
Form of Government introduced: Afterwards the 
Stir in the Election of theſe Magiſtrates, the Ne- 
ceſſities of prolonging the Terms of their Rule, 
and the Arts of Ambition which they practiſed to 
make themſelves popular, harraſs'd the Common- 
wealth with fo many Factions, and embroil'd her 
in ſo many civil Feuds, that the Regal Adminiftra- 
tion was abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the total 
Diſſolution of the State by her inteſtine Diviſions: 
The Kingly Sway again ſucceeded ; but ſuch a Race 
of Mon ſters exerciſed her Scepter, that the Empire 
was undone by the Extravagancies of its Emperors. 
And yet, in theſe Viciſh:udes that happened to 
that State, neither the Vices and Tyranny of her Mo- 
narchs, nor the ambitions Strivings of her Conſuls and 
Dictators, were the only ſecond Cauſes for the al- 
tering the Adminiftration of either. 'There is ever 
a Diſpoſition in the Hearts of the People, which pro- 


motes and makes Way for Innouation: Their Spirits, 


fome- 
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ſometimes, are fiercely apprehenſive of invaded Li- 
berty, and prompt to riſe againſt Oppreſſon: At other 
Times, their S-uls are ſo depreſs d, their Reſolutions 
acu d, and their Tempers bow'd to Slavery, that they 
arc free to kiſs the Hand of Uſurpation, and ſubmit 
to all the ixjurious Treatment of the moſt arbitrary 
TYRANTS:: omit en nl; i, {x | 
Both theſe Diſpoſitions, at different Junctures, re- 
markably ſhewed themfelves in the People of old 
ROME. The Expulſion of the TARQUINS was 
an Evidence of the one, as their acquieſcing under 
the Outrages and Cruelty of SYLLA was of the 
other. NESS Wn nr TT 5 
I know not any Inſtance in Hiſtory ſo ſtrong a 
Proof of this Fatality upon all Countries, in ſome- 
times ſtooping to, and embracing Oppreſſion, as 
that of the Romans giving Way to the Dominion 
of SYLLA; as be had ne invitations, no Inſtances 
made him to take the Government; though he aſ- 
ſumed it to oppreſs the Repwblick, and revenge himſelf 
of the Faction that had oppoſed his Intereſt ; tho* 
he cauſed himſelf to be declared Dictator, a Form 
of Government, which, as Plutarch tells us, had 
been laid aſide for the Space of one hundred and 
twenty Years; though an Act of Grace had been 
made on his Behalf, granting an Impunity for all- 
that was paſt; though he managed the Sale of con- 
fiſcated Goods after ſuch an arbitrary, imperious 
Way, ſeated in his Chair of State, amidſt a Croud 
of fie Women, Mimicks, Fidlers, and ſuch like 
raſcally People, on whom he ſquander'd away the 
Revenues of whole Countries and Cities; beſtowing 
on ſome of them Ladies in Marriage, againſt their 
Wills, f» that his Gratuities were much more intole- 
rable than his Uſurpations. „ 

The ſervile Submiſſion of the Romans cannot be 
ſo well conceived, as by a Survey of their State, 
ad the Conduct of Sylla in his new-gotten Power. 
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Hie liv'd ata Time when the Commonwealth had 
been embroil'd and harraſs'd by the Factions of 
her Sons: And, as Plutarch obſerves, when People 
are diſtempered, and a Government out of Order, 
one or other will ftill be getting uppermoſt: At 
that Time the Glaucie and Saturnini had driven out 
the Metelli, a noble Family in Rome; and this Ex- 
pufſion brought a Number of mean People into 
 publick Cffices, Upon this Turn was SYLLA's Ad- 
| vancement grounded; when Gold and Silver bought 
| if Men and Arms, and Fire and Sword ſet up new 
Wil Laws In Spight of all legal Oppoſition : Not that I 
blame, ſays the Hiſtorian, any one in ſuch Circum ſtan- 
| ces for working himſelf into ſupream Power, only 
| 1 would not have it thought a Sign of ſovereign 
Goodneſs, to be Head of a State ſo wretchedly diſ- 
compos'd. e 
In ſuch Times, as were thoſe of Syla, the Sen- 
tence of Democritus is very applicable, that Kna- 
very is the firſt Step to Preferment, and the throwing 
ef Vertue the beſt Recommendation. SET rt 
It is obſerved in the Hiſtory of this cruel Great 
Man, when he once came to be in Power, whe- 
ther he was Conſul, Proconſul, or Dictator, he was 
always a Tyrant. Plutarch, in the Compariſon 
which he gives us between Him and Lyſander, makes 
rhis very evident, Lyſander often returned the 
Government into the Hands of the People, and re- 
ccived it again from them as often; far the Ex- 
cellencies of his Vertues ever held the firſt Place. 
| Sylla, on the other hand, never reſigned the Power 
till he was weary of it; well knowing, that the 
People would never truſt it again in his Hands. 
He made himſelf as abſolute in Reme, as ever ary 
Tyrant was in Perſia, or Eeypt: He proſcribed 
whom he pleas'd, and confiſcated whoſe Eftate 
he thought fit; yet, in the midſt of all his De- 
predations and Cruelties, the Flatterers, Buffoons, 
and Mimicks, who were his Creatures, extolbd him 


to the very Skies, ſtiling him the Father, and Sa- 
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viour of his Country: 4 Proof that there may be al. 
ways found à Sett of mean, and mercenary Spirits, 

_ «vho will do any Fhing for Prefermen t: 

Let, in Spight of all the Pandars and Paraſites, 
which ſurround a" Tyrant, it is impoſſible but he 
rnſt know that he is hated ;- unleſs he ſnuts him 
ſelf up from the Sight and eee, e his People 
SYLLA was communicative enough of his Perſon 
and Converſation; and therefore knew very Well 
that he was hated; but he endeavoured by a 
Severity of Conduct to change their Hatred into 
Fear, which. has been the Policy of all Tyrants : 
He did not value the Affections of his Subjects, ſa 
be could keep them in an Awe of his Authority. 
And as there is no Way of ſupporting Injuftice 
but by cruelty, Tyrants therefore generally chuſe 
for their Aiders and Abettors, the moſt: d/foneft 
Perſons that can be found, whom they win and 
attach to their Intereſt by Promotions, and bind 

them to them by making them Partners in their 
Crimes, and forcing them to torment, and ruin, thoſe. 
whom they ſuſpect to be prejudiced to their Govern- 
ment. This has been looked upon as the only 
ſafe Method they can take, to diſtreſs all except 
their own: Confederates; and ſo weaken the Hands 


8 Purſes of the People, that they hall not be able 

© to give their Government a Shock. For it is an 

5 old and wiſely- calculated Obſervation, that Tyranny 
= is ſeldom pull'd down by thoſe, who. are once 
_ bir d to ſupport its Poæver. „„ LED 

r SYLLA, in the very Pride of his DiQatorſhip, -- 
8 in all the Height, of uncontroul'd Dominion, was, 
5 however, neither (eaſy; nor content in his Mind; 
y but envied the:Tranquillity of a private Life. 

d He ſaw himſel in the direct Condition of a Ty- 
te rant, in a State of Affluence and Power, amidſt : 
— 5 which he could neither love, nor be beloved by 
TY any. And ſuch is the very Life of Tyrants; they 
im can neither build on Allegiance, Affection, or Fide- - 
5 Las > Ei lin, 
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lity; they can contract no Friendſhips, but are 
curs'd with Power, attended with Suſpicions and 
eternal Anxieties. For who can love Him, whom 
be fears; or Him, by whom he conceives him- 
ſelf fear d? They, who owe their Eſtabliſhment 


to Fear, muſt of Neceſſity dread the very Perſons 


whom they put under ſuch Apprehenſions. Etenim 
qui ſe metui volent, a quibus metuentur, eoſdem me- 


iuum ipſi, neceſſe eft, ſays CICERO. 


It is no Wonder that Syua therefore grew weary 
of exerciſing a troubleſome precarious Power; 
and, being glutted with Rapine, was willing to 


reſign and live at Eaſe, But it is to be admir'd, 
that He, who had made ſuch Havock in the Com- 


monwealth, who had robb'd ſo many Thouſands 


of their Fathers, and their Fortunes, ſhould- ven- 


ture to diveſt himſelf of that Preheminence, which 
was his Guard and Security againſt popular Re- 
ſentments. It is not unnatural to ſuppoſe, that 
there muſt be a Pain, as well as Fear, in the Exe 
erciſe of Cruelty; and tho' Injuſtice is natural to 
the depray'd Inclinations of Man, I think, Cruelty 


Cannot be ſo. From whence it is reaſonable to 


imagine, that all Tyrants would reſign, were it not 
for Fear of what may happen to them when they 
have reſigned. 'They dread the Revenge, which 
they know is due to. their Crimes, and fo keep 
their troubleſome Power in Self- Defence, and to ſcreen 
themſelyes from Fuſtice and Puniſhment, + 


LETTER 


EEE XLV. 


_ PROJECTOR. is become a Name of Re- 
proach and Contempt; and whenever ſuch 
a one is talk'd of, we expect to ſee a Man with a 
ragged Coat, a lean, macerated, Countenance, and 
a diſtracted Head. The Truth on't is, it is the 
Poverty and Misfortunes of Men, that generally 
give this Chimerical Turn to the Brain; and he, 
whoſe Imagination is not diſturbed with the Fumes 
of Wine and the Vapours of indigeſted Meals, may 
ba at Leiſure to think for the Good of Mankind. 
[ believe, if diligent Search were made through 
all the Garrets of this great City, ſome Hundreds 
of ingenious Men might be found in thoſe Obſeu- 
rities, who are ready (if Encouragement were gi= 


ven them) to pay the Fifty Millions, that heavy 


Debt, which preſſes fo hard upon the Neck and 


Shoulders of this Nation; who, nevertheleſs, da 


not know where they ſhall cat to Day: And I 
have more than once had the good Fortune to 
meet with ſeveral who have generouſly offered to 
put three or four thouſand Pounds a Year- into, my 
Pocket, at the ſame Time that they had not Si, 


Pence in their ow”, 


Therefore let no Man deſpiſe Poverty, ſince it is 


the Cauſe of more Benefits to Mankind than Wealth. 


For it is to witty Want that we are beholding for 


the Continuance, as well as Original of all Arts 


and Sciences. This both the Learned and Ignorant * 
allow, and it is to be obſerved, that the Gods are 
very ſparing of diſpenſing. Underſtanding. to thoſe ' 
who are the Favourites of Fortune, We have liv- 
ing Proofs of this, too many to be numbered; let 
us examine all the Things of Equipage about the 


Town, and what. a Parcel of pretty inſignificant 
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] row been conſidering, that the Word 
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 Trifleys ſhall we find, dreſs'd and powdered out, 
as if they were only. made to be look'd at ; and, 
indeed, upon a ftri& Examination, we ſhall find 
they are fit for nothing elſe. Many of the elder 
Sort are very grave old Gentlewomen, and that's all 
we can ſay of them. Upon the whole Matter, it 
is much to be lamented, that the Predi#rons of the 
ingenious Author of Annus Mirabilis did not prove 
true, in Hopes that many, who have wore Breeches 
from their Infancy, and run thro* very eminent 
Promotions, might be changed into Men. 

Thus much may ſuffice in Favour of Projectors, 
of whom I am inclined to think well, of late more 
than ever; ſince I am my ſelf very near reduced 
to the unhappy Qualifications of a Projector, by cer- 
tain ill Finds lately blown upon me from ſome 
Corners of the Law. And perhaps it may be this 
generous Poyerty that gives me the Inclination of 
aſſiſting others to the utmoſt of my Power; for 
the Reader is to know that the publick Capacity, 
in which I a&, draws upon me ſeveral Applications 
and Requeſts. Among theſe I always give the Pre- 
ference to thoſe which come from the Ingenious ; 
and as certain 4riiſts, who are my very good Friends, 
nave ſollicited me to make known ro the World 
the Improvements they haye made in their diffe- 
rent Callings, inſtead of a Diſcourſe I ſhall enter- 
rain my Reader only with Advertiſements, If it 
fhould ſeem odd that I ſhould put that at the Head 
of my Paper which is only fir to adorn the Tail, 
J imitate the Practice of the World, who generally 
lift ſuch to the Top, who in Juſtice ought to re- 
main at the 8 8 
At the Sign of the Archimedes and Globe in Lud- 

gatc-ſtrect, are to be ſold all Sorts: of SPE C- 
TAC LES, improved to the greateſt Perfection, 
ard firicd to the Age and particular Sight of all 
Degrees of Men. VI | 


9 Fiſt, 
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Firſt, Your undi ſtinguiſping SPEC TACLES; theſe 
are a Kind never made publick before; neverthe- 
lefs, the Maker has fold great Quantities of them 

privately; and it was found, they exactly anfſwered 
the ExpeQation of the Buyers 

The ſurprizing Properties of theſe Spectacles are 

ſuch, that as ſoon as they are clapt upon the Noſe 
of any Perſon, it is certain that, from that Minute, 
he does not krow a Friend from an Enemy, a Kinſ- 
man from a Stranger, or a Countryman' from a Foreig- 
ner. About two Years and a half fince, his whole 
Srock of this Sort of Goods was bought up by the 
late SOUTH-SEA DIRECTORS, and other more 
conſiderable Perſons, who were their publick- private 
 Accomplices ; and he can produce (if required) 
many Thoufand, who have ſeen, dealt, and con- 
verſed with the before-named Perſons, at the Time 
they wore them, who are ready to teſtiſy, that 
the Spectacles had all the Qualities: here deſcribed" 
to the greateſt Excellence. © yt ns ib FÞ 27h: 
Theſe Spectacles are commonly worn by Perſons 
ar their firſt Promotion to any conſiderable Office! in 
the g ðᷣ VVV 
As alſo by ſuch, who have met with any ſud- 
den Change of good Fortune in private Life. 
A certain Perſon, now deceas d, who once livd 
not far from the Poſt-Office in Lombard. ſtreet, wore 
them a# his Life, and found very conſiderable Be- 
ne fits by the Uſe of them. PE vi} TOR 
We could name ſeveral living, as well as dea 


gad, 
Perſons, Who have made Proof of the wonderful 
Qualities of theſe Spectacles; Perſons who have 
wore them in the Circumſtances before deſeribed, 


5 and have been ſo far from knowing' a Friend from 
5 an Enemy, that in a little Time they have not knbwn 
: themſelves. But we hope it will be unneceſſary to 
i enlarge any further upon the amazing Effects of 


wearing theſe Spectacles, in à Country where they 
are ſo well known : Therefore we ſhall proceed. 


TRANS. 
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TRANSFORMAT ION. Spectacles; the Uſe of 
theſe is, to repreſent Black, White ; and White, Black; 
and to ſhew Perſons and Things in a Colour quite. 
different from what they really are. The Maker 
does not pretend to pur this upon the World as a 
new Invention of his own at this 'Time of Day. He- 
owns that, like the Painting upon Glaſs, it is one 
of the Arts which has been loſt, and which he, 
by a long Study and a moſt painful Application, 
has reviv'd. What gave him the Hint of making 
Experiments for this Diſcovery, was, that he heard 
the Clerk of their Pariſh ſay, how that he heard 
the Parſon ſay, how that one Aldobrandus, an out- 
landiſh Author in the Hiſtory of his Country, ſhould 
write, how that once upon a Time the chief Ma- 
giſtrates of the Commonwealth, by Chance happen- 
ing to be Rogues, had cheated the People, and con- 
verted the public Revenues to their own private 
Uſes, which appearing plain againſt them, they 
were to be condemned at the Meeting of the 
States. | 1 
But the Criminals, being frightened, conſulted 
with one Caca-fuago, a great Vertuoſo and Chymiſt, 
who immediately made them ſeveral Pairs of theſe 
Spectacles ſer in Gold, which the fly Magiſtrates 
clapp d upon the Noſes of the Senators as they were 
entering the Doors of the Senate-Houſe, in Order 
to condemn them; which had ſuch a ſurprizing Ef- 
fect, that as ſoon as they look'd at the Criminals 
thro' theſe Perſpectives, they appeared as innocent as 
Lambs, to the great Wonder of all the People. It 
is further recorded, that they practiced tlie ſame 
Trick upon the like Occaſions very often after, 
before it was diſeovered to the People. 
The preſent Maker has diſpoſed of great Num- 
bers of them to ſeveral foreign Princes, who imme 
diately fixed them upon the Noſes of almoſt all 
their Subjects; and we appeal to all Travellers, 
whether they do not anſwer the Purpoſe of thoſe 
Princes to a Tittle. Many of them, Who are but 
1 — Pigmies, 
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pigmies, appear to be Giants; while others ſeem: 
Heroes to their Subjects, who, if they were to be 
viewed with the naked Eye, would appear perfe& 
old Women. | CE + | 5 

A certain foreign Politician purchas'd a great 

Number of theſe SpeCtacles for the above-mention'd 
Purpoſes, but as the Succeſs depends in a great 
Meaſure upon the Art in fixing them (it being ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould be put on with ſo much Gentle- 
neſs that the Wearer ſhould not feel them when on) 
He performed this Part ſo clumfily, that the People 
perceived it, and would not ſuffer them to be fix d; 
at which Diſappointment being difturbed, he caus'd 
a mighty Army to be rais'd, conſiſting of Horſe, 
Foot, and Dragoons, furniſhed with Artillery and 
other Implements of War, ſufficient for the Conqueſt 
of ſome mighty Kingdoms for no other Purpoſe but 
to fix theſe Spectacles upon Peoples Noſes, as it were 
by Terror, or Force, But this had no better an- 
Effect than the former, for as they were put on, 
the People threw them off again, ſo that all his. 
ſhallow Arts and Deſigns were ſeen into by the 
weakeſt Eyes. But this cannot be imputed to any 
Fault in the Glaſſes, but to the Bungling of him, 
who undertook to impoſe them. OO : 
The ſame Perſon alſo has made true. di ſcerning 
Spectacles, which fhew all Things in their proper 
Colours, in the cleareſt and moſt tranſparent Light 
that can be imagined; but having by Letter and 
Meſſage been threatned, if he expoſed theſe to 
Sale, to be proſecuted, as he gives Notice 
that he is going to export them into foreign Parts, 
with the Callicoes and other prohibited Goods. 

All theſe Things may be had at the Maker's in 


a | 28 ſtreet, and at no other Piace in the known 
— Vorld. V 

| Methinks no Encouragement ſhould be denied 
= to a Perſon, who drives. on a 'Trade ſo beneficial to 
; the Pablick ; a Trade which muſt bring in yearly 
t great Sums of Money to the Kingdom from foreign. 
RN x) | 


Countries, 
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Countrie, fince the whole Manufacture muſt be ſent 
Z Abroad, in Regard we can have no Uſe for any of 
ll it at Home. | , 1 N 
Tho' I have all the Reſpe& in the World for 
the Artiſt, who has brought Glaſs to this Perfe- 
Qion, yet there is another in a different Way of 
Trade, whom I corceive to be no Way his Inferior, 
f and whom I. cannot without Partiality and Injuftice 
| forbear rakingNotice of, now I am upon this Subject. 
This ingenious Man at preſent has his Reſidence in 
an obſcure Part of the Town, viz. Kent. ſtreet, and 
is perhaps the greateft Genius in the Univerſe at 
making of Brooms. Rees, 
Of theſe he has five Sorts, viz. Conrt-Brooms, Par- 
liament - Brooms, Church-Brooms, Corporation-Brooms, and 
Country- Brooms. 5 a 8 85 
In order to uſe the two firſt of theſe, he tells 
me it will require ſome Skill, and a very ſtrong 
Hand; but as to enumerate all the Excellencies of 
theſe Brooms, will take up more Rom than can 
be ſpared im this Paper, he promiſes that any 
Gentleman, or Lady, that ſhall be pleaſed to pur- 
chaſe any of them, ſhall have ample Inſtructions 
delivered with the Goods for their right Uſe-- 
Church-Brooms, which he does not intend to ex- 
poſe to Sale, till the Convocation firs, . ä 
Corporation-Brooms, which have been found very 
uſeful for keeping the City clean; and within theſe 
two or three Years laſt paſt have almoſt ſwept 
Whiggiſm out of its Walls, as the Common-Council- 
Men, and ot her Fone ſt Citizens of the ſeveral Wards, 
are ready to teſtify. 8 | 
Country-Brooms are only to be made Uſe of upon 
particular Occaſions, as in Caſe an nundation of dirty 
Frei gners ſhould come in upon us, whether French, 
Sqviſs, or Palatines; they were uſed laſt in a late 
Reign, upon the landing of Swarms of Pala- 
tires in this Kingdom; and it is well known they 
ſwept ſome of them back into their own Coun- 
try, and the reſt into the Plantations, 


They 
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They are made of right Engl/þ BIRCH: It is a 
Diſpute whether the beſt grew in the Weſt, or 
North, however it flouriſhes very well at preſent 44 
over the Kingdom. ods ho, 5 
To be had of Mr. BARNABY BRUSH, at the 
Sign of the Beſom in Kent ſtreet, Southwark, and no 
where elſe in the Univerſe. 5 
As other Atiſts, worth publick Notice, commu- 
nicate their Inventions to me, I ſhall not fail to 
recommend them with all due Impartiality. 
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Which, like the Toad, ugly and venemour, 
Mears yet a precious Fewwel in bis Head. 
RS D109 410 170 4/990  SHAKESPEAR. 


"JF AVING in our laft confidered the great 
- Adyantages arifing to Arts and Sciences, and 
0 A more particularly to the bee, Lettres, from 
the POVERTY of certain private Perſons,” I find 
there is Room for expariating a little further upon 
that Subje&; and I'can afſure the Reader, that, to 
my own” certain Knowledge, © theſe Eighteen Hun- 
dred Years paſt; not one of the Sons of Fame, from 
courtly HORACE down to TOM BROWN. of 
ſfrabby Memory, has ever been worth two Coats to his 
Back ar a Time. Me SG 
As for my own Part I confeſs freely, (tho' it is 
not without ſome Vanity that I declare ir) that 1 


- am a living Inſtance of the benign Influence which 
Neceſſity has over humane Underſtandings; for 
from the Year 1720 (from which Time it has plea- 


ſed Fortune, for. the Improvement of my Wit, that 
I ſheuld not be worth a Groat) my Correſpondents 
have diſcovered wonderful Improvements in may 

| | Weekly 
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Weekly Labours, as by innumerable Letters frem 
their Hands I could prove, were it conſiſtent with 
my Modefty ro publiſh my own Praiſes 
But to return to. our Subject, I ſay that Neceſſizy 
is the only Whetſtone in the World, which proves 
effectual for ſharpening and giving a keen Edge 
to human it. Nor is this Obſervation new; it has 
been ſo from the beginning of Things, and it was 
as well known to the Ancients many Ages fince as 
to us at this Day: For tis ſaid that blind Homer 
went a begging with a Dog and a Bell, and we have 
good Authority to believe that witty Martial was 
often confined to his Garrer, becauſe the Heathen 
Cobler had not Faith enough to truſt him for ſoal- 
ing his Shoes. The beſt of the Moderns have often 
lain under the like whimſical Circumſtarces 
The Wits of Great-Britain are particularly obſerved- 
to affect certain Places, called Sponging-Houſes, as 
333 of good Thoughts, eſpecially in the bur- 
leſque and ludicrous Stile; for they find by Experi- 
ence, that the Imagination is never ſo much upon the 
Wing, as when the Body is confined. - And I am af- 
fured by others, that we owe ſome of the fineſt. 
Things which have been writ in our Language in 
the grave and ſublime Way, to the Favours which 
ſome kind Nymph has beſtowed upon the Author, 
and to a ; . long under Cure. Dots; 
Bur what greater Encomium can be made upon Po- 
verty, than that a certain Author has been inſpired 
with more fine Thoughts upon the Occafion of his 
evanting a Shilling, than ever entered into the Heads 
of all the rich Men of the Age thro' the whole 
Courſe of their dull Lives ? Who does not deſpiſe 
the inglorious Memory of all the wealthy Men, 
with their Equipages and Grandeur, when he reads. 
that beautiful Deſcription of a Rent, which hap- 
pened in the Author's only Breeches. 50 


My Galligaskins, that have long awith ſtood 
The Winter's Fury, and encroaching Froſts, 


— 
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By Time ſubdued, (what will not Time ſubdue I) 
A horrid Chaſm diſcloſe, with Orifice 
Wide di ſcontinious; at which the Minds 
Eurus and Auſter, and the dreadful Force 

Of Boreas, that congeals the Cronian Waves, 
Fumultuous enter, with dire chilling Blaſts. 
Pecriending Agues ———> _ 


| Thugtheſe ragged Breeches, all empty as they were, 
fhall live and do Honour to their Mafter, when 
the Rich with all their Wealth ſhall be no more, 
and not the leaft Memory of their contemptible 
Names be left amongſt Men. LE DES 62 
BOCCALINT tells us, that Apollo ſent to Francis 
the firſt King of France, to let him know, that by 
his extenſive Liberalities ro Men of Parts he had 
ſpoiFd the Genizs of them all; and that if he went 
on in this generous Practice, there would nat be a 
Wit left in the Kingdom fit to write a Madrigal: He 
Ggnified to him, that theſe Men were properly his 
Subjects, (as being God of Wit,) therefore he de- 
fired him to withhold his Hand. vt 5 
Here it is pronounced by the Mouth of the God 
himſelf, that the Indigent only belong to him; and, 
believe, it will be allowed, that when Men of For- 
tune go out of their Element, and attempt at Wit, 
their Writings are generally known by their own 
Weight. I think I have my ſelf that Sagacity, that, 
upon reading any Eſſay, in Proſe or Verſe, I can 
diſeover whether it was born in a Garret. 'Two 
Eſſays of the Modervs happen'd to fall under my 


Peruſal, the one called, Love in a hollow Tree, the 


other, The Conſcious Lovers. uy certain Traits, and 
Lines, I imagined that one of theſe muſt be de- 
fcended from ſome Country Squire of extenſive Acres, 
and the other from ſome overgrown rich Alderman, 
or, at leaſt, one that had fined for Sber f. There- 
fore what is given out, that the Latter of theſe two 
Plays was writ by the Author of the Tender Husband, 
I take to be an Impoſition upon the Pablick ; 8 

5 Woo» 
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whoever will examine this Laſt, will diſcover in it 
ſomething of that Wit and Humour, which is no 
where to be found but in Company with a Light 
Heart and a thin Pair of Breeches. © 55 

But I have been informed by others, that the 
Author produced this Play of a new Invention 
only by Way of Specimen; and to try how the 
Publick would like Sermons work'd up into me- 
dies, and in this impious Age of Irreligion, when 
ſome Perſons, that ſhall be nameleſs, were for turn- 
ing the Church into a Play-houſe, the Deſign of turn- 
ing the Play. bouſe into a Church muſt be laudible, and 
deſerve Encouragement, In this View, I can not 
ſay but he has ſucceeded pretty well for the firſt 
Attempt ; for his Play has certainly one Property of 
a Sermon, that it ſets the Audience aſleep.  ” 

I ſay, if theſe Sort of Repreſentations take with 
the Town, it is not doubted but Permiſſion may be 
ſhortly obtained for acting Plays on Sundays, as they 
do Opera's in other Countries: And the graveſt Citi- 
zens may 50 to the Play- houſe to take a Naß of a 
Sunday in the Afternoon, and edify as much as they 
do now by ſleeping at a good Sermon. . 
The Old Teftament will furniſh out Subjects for a 
great many fine Drama's; and I have juſt now re- 
ceived a Letter, which informs me, thar KEYBER 
has a Play almoſt ready for Rehearſal, upon the 
Story of David and Uriah; but as this Writer is a 
perfect Cuckoo, which lives by ſucking the Eggs of 
other Birds, or a Plagiary, who will ſpare nothing 
he can lay his Hands on; he has (as my Letter 
informs me,) hook'd a Part of the old Engliſh Ballad 
writ upen this Story, into his Tragedy, which he 
deſigns to ſing himſelf to an Talian Air, beginning 
at this Stanza, 7 : | 


As David, on an Evening fair, 
Ma «valking on his Terras, 
- From whence he ſpied fair Bathſpeba 


m_ 
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If this appears alittle too-Drolſe for the Dignity of 
Tragedy, the Reader is to conſider who the Au- 
thor 1s; who, like a Rat, draws: every 'Thing into 
his Hole that he can ſeize on, juſt to fill up, whe- 
ther it be fit for his Subject, or no. | 

The Story of Suſanna: and the two Elders. muſt 
forſake the Puppet. Sbeco, and fair Suſannah muſt run 
the Hazard of being raviß d in the Perſon of 

Mrs. OLDFIELD ; and an . ep ee, of mine 
has actually wrir three Acts of a Comedy, which 
he intends to call Ring SOEOMON and his Concu- 
bines, But here a Difficulty is likely to ariſe, for 
tis apprehended, that the Ladies of that Theatre 
will not be prevail'd upon to play the. Parts of 
Concubines e ee wy nt 
Many -will be the Advantages accruing to parti- 
cular Perſons from this Project; as, ſome who can- 
not read, may write Plays for the Edification and 
Inſtruction of rhe Publick. I think it is to be la- 
mented that the Author of Love in a Foreſt did not 
fall into this Method; for it is to be conſidered, 
that where a Man cannot be vitty, he may pretend 
to be wiſe, or grave, or religious, or ſomething elſe, 
that perhaps may do as well; for *tis juſt accord- 
ing to the Humuor which the Town happens to be 
in when a new Thing comes out. : 
But in Caſe a new Play ſhould ſtart without any 

of the before-mentioned Qualifications, there's no- 

thing to be done bar to ſaddle the Town with double 

Prices. This has been practiced with very great 

Succeſs for theſe laſt fix or ſeven Years; an Art 

that was not known till the Houſe fell under the 

preient Management, It is found,, by Experience, 
that it gives the Town an ExpeCtation of ſome- 
thing good, and the Million, who have no Judge- 
ment of their own, muſt be taken in with Traps 
and Stratagems like this. | 

I know ſome Acquaintance of mine are offended 
at this Practice, and cry out againſt it as an impu- 
dent Impoſiticn : For my Part, I ſee nothing in it 8 = 
| What 
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| what ſquares with the Practice of the World. 

Does not every Man think that he has a Right to 
impoſe upon the Pablick, provided he can do it with 
Impunity ? If you ſee a kept Miſtreſs with a fine 


: Equipage, and enquire whence comes the Money to 


pay' for all this, why, from the Publick. If you be- 
bold a ſudden rich Man erett Palaces, expend Thou- 
ſands on Horſes, Hounds, or Wenches, and hire 


Fellows to flatter him; if you examine into the. 
Bottom of this, you'll find *tis done at the Charge of 
| the Public. If therefore the Right Honourable the 
Managers of the Theatre in Drury lane ſhould, for 


weighty Reaſons, each think to add four Horſes 
more to his reſpective Coach, Chariot, or Berlin, who 
is ſo fit to be at the Charge of it at the greateſt 
Dupe in the Univerſe—— the PUBLICK ? 
Therefore I conceive no Perſon has ſo much 


Cauſe to complain of the Conduct of thoſe extra- 


ordinary Perſons, as the Author of the laſt new Co- 
medy, fince their ſetting up his Play at ſuch a com- 
mon Price, was prepoſſeſſing the Multitude with an 
u Opinion of it, and, in Effect, telling the Town 
they did not intend to play it long, and you may 
ſee it happened accordingly. | | 

As it may be in ſome Meaſure my own Concern, 
I am very glad to find, that the Town can be ſo 
eaſily manag'd ; it may be ſome Advantage to me 
in my Affairs; for if my Paper ſhould grow duZ/ 
(which may not be 7mpoſſible, eſpecially if my <vorldly 
Affairs ſhould mernd;) I fee it is but making my 
Cuſtomers pay two Pence Half-penny for them, in- 


Read of three Half-pence, and that Artifice will keep 


up their Credit. 


LETTER 
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Qricquid  agunt Homines —— — Juven. 


ITYEHILE I fat muſing the other Night in 
V ö my Chamber, and, like other Great Men, 
thinking for my ſelf and the public, ſome 
Body knocked at the Street-Door haſtily, and my 
Servant brought me up the following Letter, di- 
rected to me on the Superſcription, but addreſs'd to 
One whoſe Studies lye in a Sphere above mine. 
\ 


PACOLET 7 ABRAHAM GUNTER, Philomath, 


N Obedierce, to your Commands, moſt worthy 

| Regiſter of the Stars, I have travers'd and exa- 
min'd the habitable World; and, I find, in: moſt 
Countries, that your Predictions are founded upon 
Reaſon and uuerring Foreſight : For the whole hu- 
mane Species, every where, tho' they retain the 
Exteriors and Signatures of their own Sexes, are en- 
tirely metamorphos'd into the Oppoſite, in Conduct, Sen- 
timent, and Inclination. I have taken down my Ob- 
ſervations in the moſt ſolemn Manner, and if the 
World. will be ſo vain as to laugh, and not ad- 
mit your Intelligence with the Geleftial Bodies to be 
authentick, let me know by an Advertiſement in 
MIST's Fournal, and I will deliver you. in my Re- 
marks, as Depoſitions, to make good what they 
are ſo unwilling to believe, 
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I read over this Epiſtle twice with as much Gra- 
vity as if it had been a real Expreſs from an Aerial 


Being ro the moſt profound Aſtrologer: The Solem- 


nity of the Stile gave ſuch a Weight to the Mat- 
ter, that I began to put my ſelf on the Party of 
my Correſpondent, and to corfider that the Change 
of Form and Matter might be every Whit as rea- 
ſonable as the Doctrine of Tranſmigration. From 


this Reflection I was led inſenſibly into a farther 
Contemplation, what a Jumble and Hurry ſuch an 


univerſal Metamorphoſis muſt occaſion among the 
humane Species, and the indulging this Thought 
carried me into ſuch a Wild of Fancy, that I 
muſt leave it to my Readers to determine, whe- 
ther the following Scene were the Work of waking 
Imagination, or Intenſeneſs of Thought unbending it 
ſelf in a Dream. 88 THE 
It is impoſſible to ſay into what Climate I was 
tranſported, for the whole World was before me ; 
and, as in the Golden Age, before they began to 
build Cities, or incloſe Property, it ſeem'd to me 


like one ſpacious Plain inhabited by our Scythian 
Forefathers, who were content with Hutts, 'Tents, 
and Hovels, inſtead of magnificent Domes and high- 


arch'd Palaces. | > 

It is no Wonder if there was a Shew of much 
Buſineſs, where ſuch Crowds were gather'd ro trani- 
act it; nor that I ſhould ſee it in a very confus'd 


View, confidering my Eyes could command bur a 


ſmall Compaſs of the extended Proſpect. As I 


ſtood upon the Gaze, a Perſon threw himſelf in 


my Way, and told me, he was the very Pacolet who 


had tranſmitted the Epiſtle to me, which he ex- 


pected I would uſher into the World in my Way, 
But you ſeem in Surprize, continued be, at this Maſ- 
querade of Objects, which I have purpoſely preſent- 
ed to your Eyes, ro convince you of Truths, which 
would otherwiſe appear incredible. Submit but 
to follow me, and take the Survey to which 1 
ſhall direct you, and you ſhall find, that if _ 

4 | nt 2 


be not an actual Transformation of the Corporeal Sub- 
tance, there is of the Faculties and Inclinations ; 
and every one behaves with Conduct and Manners, 
which are neither ſuitable to their Sexes or Qua- 
lities. Tou ſee that large Purple Pavillion, upon 
the Entrance of which is written in golden Cha- 
racters, Noli me tangere The Inhabitants of Thar 
are only a Groupe of Kings, Emperors, States Gene- 
ral, Sophies, Grand Seigniors, and Chams of Tartary. 
They have the Intereſts of their reſpective Peoples 
only at Heart, and therefore will be angry to be 
difturbed in their Councils. If you pleaſe, we'll 
paſs on, and make our. Obſeryations where we 
may with more Freedom. , _ 

In that large Chamber, where you ſee ſo many 
grave Faces, long Beards and bald Pates, are a 
Collection of Cardinals and Chineſe Prieſts, jumbling 
certain Ceremonies of their Religions together, in 
Order to propagate ſome favourite Schiſm. Thoſe, 
who are poring over Parchments with ſo much At- 
tention, and ſeem ſo full of Zeal and Sincerity, are 
contriving to make Raſures in old Manuſcripts, to 
make them confirm. and ſupport their new Opinions. 
Thoſe of a more robuſt Complexion, and whom you 
would imagine to be fervent in holy Controverſy, 
are, ſome of them, expatiating upon the Vertues of 
Tobacco, others haranguing on Pythagoras's Skill in 
Boxing and Wreſtling, But you may obſerve, that 
moſt of theſe Diſputants have a true Fanatic Air, 
their Veftments tuck d up fort, and a mighty ſnuffling . 
np; ß ̃ 

Pray, do but obſerve what a Semblame of Honour 
and ſpecious Probity dwells on the Features of chat 
, Crowd of Figures in the next Remove! Who would 
0 not ſwear from their outward Appearance, that cheir 
„hole Life and courſe of Action had been devo- 
n ted to the Good of the Publick ? Theſe are moſt 
5 of them ORIENTAL. Stateſmen, that have undone 
1 el gs by pernicious Counſels, and hover of 

xtortzons. But they wear a Diſguiſe of Honeſty, 


_ 
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thinking to make themſel ves popular; and have 
their Arms ſwathed down cloſe to their Bodies, 
like Z2yptian Mummies, to avoid the very Poſſibility 
of taking Bribes, Theſe Gentlemen were never 
known to do a Courteſie, but for an Over-balance of 
- Profit ; but they have often avoided the direct Odium 
of accepting large Premiums, by having the Pur. 
cbaſe of their Fayour come thro' the Conyeyance of 
Valets or Courte an. n 
Wie muſt make a little Stop at the next Apart- 
ment, where there is ſuch an Oſtentation of Study 
and large Endowments. You may perceive upon 
their Sleeves, compleat Setts of RYMER's Fadera, 
and Volumes of Statutes and Reports without Num- 
ber. All the Learned Perſonages within this Inclo- 
ſure, are venerable Politicians, and the Oracles of 
| Law. You expect perhaps, that theſe think of no- 
thing but the Preſervations of Right, and the Lau- 
of Nations? Some of Them, you ſee are taking in 
3 for a Maſquerade, and the gay Students, 
neglecting the Buſineſs of the Bar, for Aſſemblies and 
Dancing-Bouts. There are a few Weather-beaten Sages, 
indeed, that vouchſafe to wear their SpeQacles over 
the Infides of crabbed Authors : Theſe are a Sett 
of over-careful Tramontaine Lawyers, that are la- of 
pen. for the fine Art of paſſing Judgment with- Ai 
out Suſpicion of Influence, or Prejudice. 
. Hoy many careful Brows, and withered Counte- PL 
nances, are collected in the next Stand! Theſe MW fro 
are a blended Society of Patricians, and dirty, penu- of 
rious Mechanicks., One would hope and with to bar 
find Perſons of high Extraction furniſhed with lau- At 
dible Ambitions, and Sentiments agreeable to their nal 
Quality. But ſome of them are trafficking wit cove 
' Grocers and Ironmongers, to match their Sons into their 
Families, and exchange the Honours of their Houſes for 
an Hundred Thouſand Pounds paid in Portion. 
A little further, and we come to a freſh Parcel 
of Noblemen, but theſe are the frf of their Fami- 
lies that have worn Titles, Theèy are but awkard 
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in their Grandeur, like Horſes that are juſt learning 

to Pace; but the Heralds are with them, and help- 

ing them out with ſplendid Liveries, and Coats. of 
Arms, ſuitable to the Preambles of their Patents. 
They will be equipped with External Dignity, but 
their Souls and Actions retain the Tincture of a 


ſordid Extraction; and like the Cat, transformed in- 
to a ne Lady, be ever mouſing alter lou Game, 


and groveling Intereſts. 
Behold that Figure with a ſouthern tawny Coun- 
tenance, obſerve how buſy he is; is there not a 

| great Deal of Wiſdom in that Face of his? You 
muſt know he lives by the Sins of the People; 
you'll ſay, that muſt be a rich Employment: In 


gether, which you know, in common Acceptation, 


Man Juſtice, he does not want Invention, he has a 
pretty Art in varying the Names of Things; ſo 
that when he makes a Party for the godly Work 
of Propagation, he ſometimes calls it Ridezto, and 


the Deſign. be ſtill the ſame. _ 

Not far from hence you ſee a blended Troop 
of Gallants, who ſeem to take a Pride in feminine 
Airs, and who, by their Careſſes and Fondneſs of 
cach other, we ſhould conclude, are thoſe glorious 
te- PLATONICKS, who have contracted Friend/bips 
ce from Sympathy in Vertue, and are grown enamoure* 
nu- of internal Beauties. Did we know the ſecret De. 
| toil baucheries of theſe Intimadoes, we ſhould be ſtartled 


lau- at the flagitious Epitome of Sodom. The moſt ſig- . 


heir nal Difference is, that theſe are not nice enough to 
with covet the Converſation of Angels, But let us-get off 
tber from this Quarter of Impurity, | 
« for Turn your Eyes forward, to that vaſt Heap of 
Figures, whoſe Faces ſhew nothing but Affluence 
and Eaſe; and their Garments, Penury and Wretched- 
neſs, Can you gueſs what Sett of Mortals theſe 
ſhould be ? 'They are the Miracles of the World in 
"MS. their 


ſhort, his Study and Profeſſion is to bring People to- 


is no more than downright Pimping ; but to do the 


ſometimes Ball, and this takes off the Scandal, tho 
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244 MISCELLANY LETTERS. 
their on Opinion, the Poets of the Age. Theſe are 
the Men who ſo generally paſs for divine Ceniuns, 


might miſtake them for its; but all their Talk is 


| ſons of a higher Rank in Life. Their Heads, in- 


and yet ſteal not only frem Antiquity, but one another. | 
Sce, how they ſmile, and complement each other ! 
And yet each Individual has a Contempt for the 
reſt of the Tribe, the Deference and Reſpe#, they a 
pay to each other, are as hollow and fallacious, as 


the Flatteries which they beſtow on their Patrons. 


But Yonder, are the Apes of all their ill Quali- 


ties, who make ſo confuſe a Noiſe, and burſt into 


ſuch immoderate Laughter, thoſe are Players. By \ 
their Converſation and Volubility of Tongue, you 


made up of Fragments from the Poets, whom they 
live by, and whom, notwithſtanding they have the 
Modeſty to cenſure and deſpiſmſe. | 

— "Thoſe in Lac'd Coats and fair Perriwigs, by the 
Employments they are engaged in, you might ſuſ- 
pea are Retainers to the Scene; but they are Per- 


deed, are ſtrangely troubled with Crotchets ; and 
this Diſtemper gives a perverſe Turn to all their 
Actions. Some of them, you ſee, are ſorting Fea- 
ters for Tragedy-Plumes, ad others ſewing Spangles 
on Robes of Velvet and Sattin Petticoats. 
My Guide had ſcarce pronounced theſe Words, 
before, throwing my Eyes a little farther, I per- 
ceived a large Troop of Ladies,  incircling to of 
their own Sex, whom, by my little Acquainrance 
with the OPERA, I was ſatisfied were 5$ign:0r4 


 DURO-STANTE, and CAZ ZONE. But who kee 


cannot account for the Extravagance of Fancy 'M Tin 
As I gazed upon them, to my great Surprize, and Hoy 
to the Confuſion. of the Ladies round about them, Vit: 

their whole bodily Attire dropt from them in a"M fron 
Inſtant, they were ſeized with unaccountable 7 of 7 
mors and Succuſſions, which held upon them, till to th 


they were turned into the very Figures, of whici my | 
their Names are, as it were, Types and $1gnificatiors. 


Th 


— 
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The ridiculous Oddity of ſuch a Change, put me 
into ſuch a Convulſion of Laughter, as wak'd me from 
my Reſverie, and bo:h loſt me my Guide, and the Se- 
quel of my Viſion. FFF 


1 n 


— — annonces ä— 
EEE 


"HEN I go abroad into Company, my Cu- 
ſtom is to ſay little my ſelf, that I may 
| be at Leiſure to make Remarks on What 
paſſes; I have drawn ſome uſeful Obſervations. 
from Things which others have paſs'd by without 
the leaſt Regard ; the Bee does not gather all his 
Honey from Flowers alone, we may obſerve him 
ſometimes light upon Weeds, and load himſelf from 
thence ; but from whatever Plant he ſucks his Ho- 
ney, ic is always ſweet. I endeavour to imitate this 
little Inhabirant of the Hive; when I am loaden, 1 
return home, and before I communicate iny Bur- 
then to the Publick, I endeavour to make it as 
ane as I can, from whatever Subject it is 
„ OY. ms : 

1 was tempted: the other Day to go and ſee the 
Performance of the ingenious and learned Mr. 

of FAWKES, the famous Maſter in Legerdemain. 
nce i He is a Perſon of ſingular good Breeding, for, 
ora knowing me to be a Virtuoſo, he cauſed the Door- 
who keeper to return me my Money, and at the ſame 
cy Ml Time complimented me with the Liberty of the 
Houſe. It is a kind of Right which we Wits and” 
Virtuoſs in all Sciences may challenge by Cuſtomz - 
from Times immemotial in all Nations, the Doors 
of Theatres and publick Shews have been open'd 
to theſe Sort of Men, grat/s. It is a Liberty I have 
my ſelf enjoy'd from the Opera down to the Dan- 
«nz Dogs 3 Not a. Monſter, whether Foreign or Na- 

tg | x 3 ziue, 
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ive, has viſited our Metropolis theſe many Years, 
but what J have ſeen for Nothing. "Tis true, the 


———————————————— 
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TERS. 


Managers of one of our Theatres have broke into this 
ancient and laudable Cuſtom, as hating Wits, whom 


they look upon to be a kind of Spies, taking it for 


granted, that obliging them to pay, would be the 
way to exclude them quite, knowing they are a 


ſort of Perſons who do not uſually carry Money a- 


bout them: However, by the Help of a ſplendid 


Shilling, I frequently make my Way into the up- 
per Gallery, from whence, if I now and then take 
rhe Liberty of animadverting upon their Errors, 


rhey muſt conſider I have a Right to do fo, fince I 
pay for it. „ 

It put me into a high good Humour to find that 
Mr. Fawkes underſtood himſelf ſo well, and made 
me reliſh his Entertainment the better. I muſt con- 


feſs, I was both pleas'd and ſurpriz d with his won- 


derful Power of changing little Bas and Sticks into 
living Creatures ; and to ſee how naturally his Par- 
rots, Parroquets, Sparrows and Dormice, acted upon 
this new Metamorphoſis, T preſume, that what is re- 
corded of the famous Magicians of Antiquity will be 
no longer counted fabulous ; I take it for granted, 


that Z:roafter, Apolloneus Tyaneus, Copernicus, Frier Ba- 


con and Doctor Fauſtus, were Perſons only vers'd in 
the ſame myſterious Sciences with Mr. Fawkes. 
What Lucian tells of one Pancrates, a Magician of 
Feypt, is much of the ſame Nature with what we 
ſee him do. It ſeems, whenever Pancrates travell'd 
it was his Cuſtom, as ſoon as he came into his Inn, 


with his Magick Wand to touch the firſt Log of 


Wood he found, and pronouncing certaip unintelli- 


ders Syllables over it, it immediately became a 


an, and ready to obey his Commands; he employ- 
ed it in tending the Horſe, making the Fire, dreſ- 
ſing the Supper, and all thoſe Offices which menial 
Servants are generally employ'd in; in the Morning, 
when he was ready to depart, he us d other Incan- 
5 5 tations 
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tations and Charms, by which he reſtor d his Servant | | 
to his primitive Inſenſibility; and this was his Practice 
where ever he came. e We. 

I perceive that Mr. Fawkes follows Pancrates in 


revent their own Fates, tho they ſeem to know all 
Things elſe. . oe T 
Theſe little Creatures, rais'd by the Magick of 
Mr. Fawkes, are as obſequious to his Commands as 
were the Valets of Pancrates; for after they haye 
flo yn about and diverted the Audience with chir- 
ping, and the like, they return, at Command, ta 
ſuffer Annihilation. N 8 . 
It is not my Deſign here to give a Detail of all 
the Feats of this Gentleman's Necromancy ; there is 
one Trick he ſhews, which, I think, exceeds any 
Thing we read of the Sorcerers of Antiquity ; he 
mews an empty Bag, and immediately by Inchant-. 
ment fills it with Money. The Tricks of other Ma- 
gicians only tend to a Jeſt or a Gambol, but Mr. 
Fawkes ſeems to look towards the Profit and In ſtru- 


RY DE EG Red 


2 #:0n of Mankind, _ 3 
\| He is, moreover, a perfect Machiavel in Politicks, 
„ the whole Art and Myftery of which he teaches by 

* Cups and Balls: It is well known, the chief Arca- 
1s num of a late Politician was, that you didn't know. 

| „„ * where 
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where to fix him ; he would lay hold of all Things, 
but was not to be laid hold of himſelf, He ua, bere, 
He vas there, then, hey! paſs! you loſt bim again. 
All this he teaches with infinite Skill, and after a 
Method not to be ſeen into by the Vulgar, 
He has travell'd the World, reſided at many 
Courts, and been Connſellty to the Counſelors of al- 
moſt all the Princes in Europe: That is, he has been 
their Maſter in Politicks ; his Trick of raifing Money 
by Legerdemain has drawn upon him many Invitations 
from foreign Potentates, and their Miniflgrs ; when 
he was laſt in France he taught Mr. Mes this 
Art, and tis known that his Dexterity IH it puzzled 
all the World. e 
le could name ſeveral High-German Artiſts, 
who, before they received his Inſtructions, were 
never counted Conjurers by their moſt intimate Ae- 
quaintance, yet afterwards, being veſted with Em- 
Ployments for the Purpoſe, have done ſeveral Tricks 
When he was in Spain he had ſeveral Conferences 
with Cardinal Alberoni, a Man of a knowing and 
inquiſitive Genius, they compar'd Tricks; for the 
Reader muſt know, the Cardinal had ftudy'd ſome- 
thing of white Magick himſelf, but having a high- 
er Conceit of his own Science, than that which 
Mr. Fawkes profeſs'd, he neglected the learning of 
the latter, and the World may ſee what is come of 
it: For, had he learn'd Mr. Fawkes's Slight of Hand, 
and play'd it upon the Spaniards, he might not only 
have continu'd in Spain, but in the ſame Power to 
this Day. . „ 
He tells me, that an Academy will be erected 
For the inſtructing Perſons who may be intitled to 
t Employments, in the Myſteries of Politicks, by 
Way of Legerdemain ; of which Academy he him- 
fer. is to be chief Hocus- Pocus Profeſſor. This Pro- 
jelt cannot fail of Encouragement, in Regard that 
fitting a young Man with a full Capacity for ma- 
Hiog the moſt of an Employment, muſt be of 0 
| gular 
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gular Uſe towards the raiſing a private Fortune; 
and our Youth of Quality hereafter, inſtead of he 
unprofitable Study oĩ Homer, Virgil, and the reſt of | 
the Claſſicks, may employ their Time in the Practice "I 
of One %%% on bp ek RE. bf 
I ſuſpect that this Academy will. be erected in 
France, becauſe Mr. Fawkes has receiy'd- very preſ- 
ſing Letters from Cardinal Da Bois to haſten o- 
ver; he having a great Deſire to be initiated in- 
to the Myſteries of Slight of Hand; ſo that all Per- 
ſons, whe have a Mind to be inſtructed, muſt make 
Haſte, for his Stay here will not be long; eſpe- 
cially, thoſe young People, who expect Places, 
where Money is to be handled, ſhould not flip this 
Opportunity, leaft they never meet with the like 
ain. e Eh a 
* for my own Part, I think my ſelf pretty well 
vers d in this occult Science already, as to the Theory, 
but cannot put it in Pradiice for want of Tools to 
work upon; that is, becauſe I am not in an Em- 
ployment where Money is to be handled. Hows» 
ever, Mr. Fawkes knowing me to be an Adept, whens 
ever he did any Thing, in which he rais'd the Won- 
der of the Spectators by the Deception cf their 
Senſes, he #ipt me the Wink; I underſtood him, and 
was ſilent; not thinking it fair, if Tlook into a Man's 
Hand, to diſcover his Game, till he has quite done 


| with the Play. 1 | n 
To recommend this Science, we need only put 

the World in Mind, that the two great Cardinals 

: Richlieu and Mazarine ow'd all their Fame and Sure 


ceſs to their being expert ꝓuglers. Mr. Fawkes als 
lows ai; that every Man whom he teaches 
may not, probably, equal himſelf, eſpecially in that 
Part which he calls his Art of clean Conveyance ; 
this depends upon Strength of Genius, and the 
Agility of the Fingers; however, when he diſco- 
vers a want of Capacity in a Scholar, he gives 
him a certain Duſt of his own making, which he 
calls his puſu;s auratus, which he is to throw into 
> the 
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the Eyes of the wholly Aſſembly before he begins: 
After this, he has known a Trick paſs very well, 
and the Deceprion appear clean, tho it has been but 
clumfily per form de. | 
Having fully conſider'd this Matter, I have a 
Mind to give the World a Diſſertation upon Leger- 
demain, and dedicate it to Hiatus in Manuſcripto * 
Magick both Black and White: But as for Witch- 
craft, which is a little Female Practice, and con- 
ſiſts only in making Pigs run mad, or riding thro' 
the Air on a Broomftick, juſt for a Frolick, I think 
it hardly worth Notice. 'Tho', to confeſs the Truth, 
I lately travell'd into Lancaftire to ſatisfy my ſelf 
concerning ſome 'Things I had read of the old Wo- 
men of that County, and found that thoſe Authors 
had ftrangely impos'd upon the World. Tis true, I 
Saw there abundance of Witches, but not ene of more 
than thirty Years of Age, but the far greateſt Num- 
ber under twenty, nor do they practice thoſe Gam- 
bols related. But, as it is ſaid of Ampbion, that his 
Muſick made even Stones move, ſo theſe young 
Witches, by a Charm which they carry about them, 
have a magnetic Power of drawing Things after 
them at a great Diſtance. + 5 
Formerly our great Men were wont to keep Crju- 
rers or Magicians to divert them, afterwards they t 
run into Fools, ard not à great Man was without 
his Fool ſor a Companion, this ſeems a little unneceſ- 
ſary at preſent for a Reaſon I could name; but ſince 
Tugling is pretty much in Vogue now, I ſhall re- 
commend. my Friends to provide themſelves ſome 
Court Preferments, 67 155 


LETTER 
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Mr. MIS F, : ; Bu Fan. 22. 


: PERCEIVE you have adopted into your 
laſt Journal ſome Remarks on the Conſci- 
ous Lovers, and therefore (upon the Merit of 
being one of your Country Subſcribers) I deſire 
that mine may have the ſame Regard in your 
nn y | e „ e 
The Remarker obſerves very juſtly, that Pover- 
ty is a Whetſtone to Humane Wit; and that thoſe 
uſually cultivate their Brains to the beſt Advan- 
tage, who have no other Eſtate to ſubſiſt upon; 
by which Rule, when he profeſſes himſelf nut to 
be worth a Groat, I ſhrewdly ſuſpe& he belies 
his Pocket. He muſt have Money, Mr. Mi, he 
muft have Money, or he could never be ſo much 
impos'd upon. Could any one, with an empty 
Purſe, be perſwaded, that the Author produced this 
Play of a new Invention, only by way of Specimen ;, and 
to try how the Publick would like Sermons worked up in- 
to Comedies ? OS DD TERS TH 8 | 
By Sermons, I gueſs, he means ſuch Sentences - 
in the Play, as repreſent Virtue in a grave Dreſs, - 
and are rather intended to make the Author 
wiſe, than merry. Now a Man who is not too 
rich too underſtand Terence, will find ſuch Sermons 
as theſe in every one of his Plays. How then 
could rhe Autbor (who borrow'd this Play from 
him) be thought to produce it as a new Invention, 
when it was only the Tranflation of an od? Te- 
rence was noted tor Preaching, and yet we don't find 
that his Sermons did ever ſet a Roman Audience as ' 
ſeep : Inſtead of that, e ee ee 


** 
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| before they venture upon a ſecond F 


Hunc ediſcet, & hunc aro fipata theatro : 
Spectat Roma potens. and, I may ſay, he pleaſes 
Ad noftrum tempus. TL, Horat. 


' For thoſe who have given Nature the trueſt 


Likneſs in our Engliß Comedy, where they have 
once taken it from the Life, have much oftner fol- 


low'd Terence s Copy. And, if we conſider with what 
Credit thoſe Imitations of him have been receiy'd 
on our Stage, we ſhall find that he has preach' d with 
as much Applauſe from the Engliþ Pulpit, as from 
the Roman. Yi 1 
But (not to take Shelter under Authority) what 


if theſe Sermons in Comedy are founded in the 
Nature of the Drama it ſelf? For ſince Comedy is 


intended to pleaſe, it ought to conſider what we are 
naturally pleas d with. Now the Frame and Tex- 
ture of Man inelines him to be fond of Variety. No 


one cares to have his Thoughts always upon the 
Stretch, or always relax d. The Mind, like the 


Body, can't continue long in the ſame Poſture. A 


Man can no more endure to be perpetually upon 
the broad Grin, or perpetually ſerious, than he can 


to be always running, or always ſtanding ſtill. This 


Propenſity in human Nature muſt be humour'd, and 


comply'd with, if we would pleaſe human Nature. 


The Audience, when their Spirits have been for 


ſome Time upon the Wing, when they have laugh'd 
thro' a whole Scene, muſt naturally deſire a reſting 
Place, ſome Contrafte of ſerious Reflection; that they 
may take Breath, and ſuffer their 9 to ſettle 
medy therefore, which is not reliev'd by theſe Ser- 
mons, is leſs adapted to the Nature, and therefore 
to the Entertainment of the Audience? It looks 


like a Country Beau, over-dreſs d; and would 


Pleaſe us more, if it pleas'd us leſs. A Play, as well 
as a Picture, may have too much Light; Shades are 


neceſſary to the Perfection of both, yy 


— 
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I: is confeſs'd indeed, that in the Comick, as well 
as in the Chriſtian World, every one who has a Part 


to adt, is'n't to be a Preacher; that Dignity is con- 
fin'd to particular Characters; and the Exerciſe of 
it cenſur d, or approy'd, as it ſuits with the Perſon 
in the Drama. 3 | 


merit mulium Davuſne loquatur an Heros. Horat. 


A Sermon from Pbiuis or m upon the Folly, the 
Cowardice, the Sin of Duelling, nad been out of 


Character; but came vary nearly from 7. Bevil, 
a Chriſtian Gentleman, 


who ſuſtain'd the Perſon o 


Si quid inexpertum ſcena committis, & audes 
perſonam formare novam ; ſervetur ad imum, 


 Qualie ab incepto proceſſerit, & ſibi con ſtet. Horat. 


Whether a Chriſtian Gentleman is not SS Ck. | 
rater. on the EngliÞ Stage? And whether ſuch a 


one could be conſiſtent with himſelf in accepting a 


Challenge? Are Queſtions very eaſily anſwer d. If 


fo, ſince the Author of the Conſc:ous Lovers has been 


acquitted by Horace, it would be but modeſt in the 


 Remarker to acquit him too. 


'The Remarker's Scheme for taking the Subjects 
of our Plays from the Old Teftament, would, I be- 


liere (if it didn't border upon Profaneneſs)} be even 


in his own Opinion very dull. In prevailing with 


him (purſuant to his own Advice) where he can't be 

witty, to pretend to be wiſe,. or grave, or religious, you 

may be of Service to him, and will oblige 
| — Your humble Servant, Oc. 
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LET ibs -- 


nHaud facile. emergunt, quorum Virtutibus obſtat 
Res anguſta Domi. Juven. 


Mr. MIS r, 5 5 


I HAVE always been very willing to allow the 


Notion (as you curiouſly obſerved in ſome of 
your former Diſcourſes) that Poverty is the 
Whetſtone of Ingenuity, and that the greateſt Part of 
the Productions of the firſt Rank in Merit, have 
been the Fruits of a Brain, working thro' narrow 
Circumſtances. But I would not have this be made 
too general an Hypotheſis, becaule I can prove it li- 
able to a Number ot Objections. 15 
In the firſt Place the Advocates for this Poſition 
ſuppoſe peremptorily, that Wit and Genius, are the 
Inheritance only of thoſe who have no other Inheri- 
ta ce; and that conſeque tly all Perſons of exalted 
Birth and large Fortunes mutt be, ipſo facto, Fools, 
Blockheads, or Coxcombs. If we are to believe my 
_ JUVENAL, there were a great many of this Stamp 
at his Time in Rome, or he had not the ſtrongeſt 
| Reaſon in the World to declare, that Common Senſe 
was hardly to be met with amongſt Perſons -of 
Run and great Eſtates N . 


Rarus nim ferme Senſus communis in ila 
Fortuna. — . . 


As Nature is not thought to have been much im- 
proved wit in theſe ſeventeer hundred Vears, we 
are at Liberty to ſuſpe& that the Poet wrote this 
rather out of Spleen, than from a ſtric Regard to 
Truth, For if we will look upon Mankind at this 
Day, eſpecially at Home, we ſhall find a ſtrange 

„ Con- 
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conjunction of fine Heads and plentiful Fortunes; and 
Perſons of Diſtinction endowed with Taſtes and Ca- 
pacities above what we could expect from their Rank 
and Quality. I do not mean this, as any particular 
Flattery to my own Country ; for Inftances are too 
numerous to have the 'Truth- of ir diſputed. This, 
therefore, is one very fair Obje&ion againſt con- 
fining all excellent Qualifications to the Centre of 
Poverty: | 15 e | 
A ſecond Objection, which. I have to advance, is 
from the Nature and Ivfluence of Penury it ſelf up- 
on its Subjects. I am very fully convinced, that 
many noble and uſeful Inventions have been ow-' 
ing to the Neceſſity of ftaying at home, and uſing a 
are Diet; which would utterly have been loſt to 
the World, had their Projectors been in a Capacity 
of going abroad, and feeding at a good Table. But 
then the Shifts which theſe unhappy Artiſts are 
forced to for a Subſiftance, the Care of a clean Shirt 
when they can skulk into Company, and the Eva- 
ſion of Duns and Sheriffs Officers, are ſuch a Burthen 
upon their Thoughts, as too often damp the Flights 
: Fancy and Invention, and diſconcert them for 
thoſe Tasks, by which they might elſe benefir both 
Mankind and Themſelves. From hence it likewiſe 
happens too, that moſt of the ' Philoſophers of the 
Mendicant School, are bewilder'd and extravagant in 
their Syſtems. Their Plans are too metaphyſical to 
be brought down to Proof or Reaſon; and their 
Conceptions ſo vaſt, and of ſo wide a Stretch, that, 
like the Emanations of Light, they ſhoor our to the 
whole Compaſs of the Horizon, without a Poſſibility 
of marking the Stages of their Progreſs. From 
this Diſcompoſure, thoſe generally become Publick- 
Spirited, that are render'd incapable of ſerving theme 
ſelves. T have known a Student, that had not a 
Week of Comfort before him in View, turn his whole 
Aim to the Diſcovery of the Longitude ; and another, 
who wanted Six Perce to carry him to the Chop-houſe, 
be providing for the Deficiencies of a National 2 
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Perhaps, this may be conſtrued one of the Ble. 
ſings of Indigence, that it furniſhes a Kingdom with 


Patriots; when the Men of ample Fortunes, that 
ſhould be ſuch, have their Heads turned only to 


7 private Intereſt, So wiſe is Nature to ballance Diſ- 


| Proportions ! But this is a Speculation, which I may 


conſider under a different Subje&. Hg 
I come now to an Objection of yet greater Im- 


portance, and which is hinted at by the Poet, 


whom I have quoted at the Head of this Dif. 


courſe; that however Men may be furniſhed 


with Genius, and admirable Talents, they find it 
very hard to yiſe, and fine out, under Dome ſtick 
Difficulties. This Obſervation will hold good, not 
only as to thoſe whoſe Capacities lye in the Poe- 
tick Way; but to all, whoſe Advancement in the 
World depends upon any Kind of Thinking. 

As my Converſation lies much among the Bro- 
#hers of the Quin, I could be very particular in 
the Catalogue of ſuch Members as are under Dif- 
advantages of this Sort, as well as different Forms 
of Diſtreſs with which they labour. I am at this 
Day acquainted with a very conſiderable Maſter 
in the S»blime, who, with his Wife and Children, 
is crowded in a ſingle Room three Pair of Stairs 


from the Street. 'This unhappy Gentleman wants 
no Induſtry, or Application to his Study, but meets 


with ſo many Stops from the Embarraſsment of his 
Scituation and Inmates, that frequently, when he is 
in the beſt Cue for Buſineſs, the working of a fine 
Thought is utterly diſappointed by the ſudden Squall 
of an Infant in the Cradle. BE | z 

I have falln in Company with another, an old 
Stager, and better known to the Publick, who was 
once ſet up as a Rival to the great DRYDEN, 


but has mer with ſo much Diſcouragement from 


the Caprice of the Play houſes, that he has given 
a different Bent to his Luc«brations, He now em- 
ploys himſelf only in ſoleinnizing Birth-Days, Deaths, 

and Marriages, and is. ſo indefatigable in this Pro- 
5 Vince, 


e my ma my Vw nay 


vince, that he has a Stock of Congratulations and 


Condolements ready writtey, which, Mutatis mutun- 


dis, with a ſmall Variation of Names and Circum- 


ſtances, equally ſuit all Degrees and Families. But 
as the neareſt Intimacy this Gentleman has with 
his Patrons, is the intruſting his Poetry with the 
Porter of the Houſe, who is to hand it upwards to 
the Steward, or Groom of the Chambers, he often 


finds his Petition unanſwered and Book return'd ; 


or, at beft, is paid with what ſcarce reimburſes his 


Expence of Paper, Print, and Gilding. 
There is a third Son of Merit, whom I meet often 


- In my Walks, and that has not only been volumi- 


nous in his Labours for the Scene, but has penn'd 
Madrigals enough to ſerye the Purpoſes of any ten 


Trunkmakers ; and yet ſo much are the Talents of 


poor Tom LYRICK diſregarded, that he has been 
obliged to wear one and the ſame (I was almoſt 
going to have ſaid, Scarlet) Cloak for theſe twenty 
Years paſt. e | 


It may be ſaid, perhaps, that theſe Gentlemen 


are indebted, for their Poetry to the Streightneſs 


of their Circumſtances, but it muſt be ſaid that 


they owe to the ſame Cauſe the Want both of 
Patrons and Encouragement. As they are gene- 
rally of much better Spirits than Cloaths, their Mo- 
deſty makes them chuſe rather to remain in Ob- 


ſeurity, than paſs a mean Equipage upon the Inſo- 


lence of a great Man's Servants. Fre 
What is the Meaning that the fine Tragedy of 


Phædra and Hippolitus (that has charm'd the whole 


Town fince the Death of its Author ;) was ſo 
poorly received at its firſt Appearance ? Why thoſe 
worthy and wiſe Criticks, the Multitude, judg'd of 
the Author's Genius by his Cloaths, and ſeemed per- 
ſwaded that a bare Coat and a bare Underſtanding 
muſt be inſeparable ; KEYBER, it is well known, 
owed the Succeſs of a fooliſh Thing, which went 
under his Name, to his appearing in a laced Neck- 


cloath, and Brocade Waſteoat, for about two Months 


before 
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before it was acted, I am my ſelf acquainted | 
with a Lady, who upon a Fit of Sickneſs was re- 
commended to an excellent Phyſician, by whoſe Ad- 
vice and Preſcriptions ſhe was almoſt recovered 
from a very languiſhing Condition; and being at 
her Window one Day when the Doctor went out 
from making his Viſit, ſhe took Notice he walked 
on Foot, upon which ſhe immediately relaps'd, and 
could not be perſuaded but that ſhe was poiſon d, 
becauſe the Doctor did not keep his Chariot. 
Did not the whole Town run in Shoals to ſee. 
Dick's laſt gouty Production? Being ſent there by 
the Fame of his having a Thouſand Pounds a Lear 
in Places, beſides real and perſonal Eftate; and 
III venture to pawn my Credit, that if either of 
our 'Theatres will be pleaſed to revive. Love in 4 
hollow Tyee, it brings more Money than a Thing of. 
Shake ſpear's Sver did. 5 5 | „ 
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Mr. Mif, Eu 


MUST own IT was fo taken with your Pro- 
jector and his Project, in the Buſineſs of the 
SpeFacles, that I cannot but now acquaint you 
I have been as directed by him to Ludgate- bid, 
and got a Pairof them. My Way home leading me 
thro* St. Paul's Church-yard, I was ſoon given an Op- 
portunity of trying their Vertue. I need not tell 
7 among my other Qualities, I am a mighty 
anin the Science of a Title Page, but as this 
may ſerve to convince the World as well as it 
did me, of the Uſe of my Enlighteners, I muſt 
inform you of the full Stop I was put to this May | 
at the Prince's Arms. The Title that entertained + 
here my Talent of Gaping, was that of The modern 
Proteftant : Or, an Eſſay to ſet up a NEW * 
Fg 90 | 3 
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and a NH RELIGION. It gave me immediately 


ſome Impreſſion of the Folly and Temerity of the 
Author in making ſo much as a Pretence of that 


kind, amidſt the Variety we already have; but up- 
on pulling out my Spectaclet, I immediately ſaw the 
whole of the Impoſture ; and this pretended New 


Church and a New Religion was nothing in the World 


elſe, but the very ſame a great and famous Prelate 


has been propoſing to the World, and labouring 


to ſet up above theſe three Years. Every Line 
and Feature of that celebrated Prelate's whole 
Scheme are ſo perfectly copied, and drawn here 


to the Life, that I thought it neceſſary to detect 
the Plagiary, and give his Lordſhip that Honour of 
the Invention of the Work which only belongs to 


Himſelf, As I make further Diſcoveries of vain 
Pretenders, either in this or any other Way, by 
Virtue of my Spectacles; (upon your wee. this 
in your next Journal) you ſhall hear 

from, 


Clear- Sigbi. 
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To Seignior FRANCESCO BERNARDO 


detto SENZINI, at the Opera-houſe in the 


 Kay-market. 
% | 


Addreſs from a Perſon, who has: not the 


V O U muſt not be ſurprized at receiving an 


Honour of being in the Number of your 


Acquaintance; for you muſt confider your ſelf 


now in the Nature of publick Bleſſings, that is, Per- 
ſons who ſerve the Publick: (For ſo they are 
call'd, as long as they continue in Place) There- 


fore, 


urther 


Your bumble Servant, 5 
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fore, as a certain Gentleman has ſaid in a Dedication, 
you muſt be taken Notice of, and commmended, whe- 
ther you will or no. To — 

The great Advantages this Nation has received 
from your Appearance amongſt us, bave made you 
the Subject of almoſt all Converſations ; not only 
of the Vulgar, but the Learned. I happened the 
other Bay to be engaged in a Diſpute wi:h a ver- 
tuoſo of our. College, concerning the Diſpoſition and 
natural Endowments of Perſons of your SEX. The 
Arguments was logically, phyſically, and philoſophically 
handled on both Sides; I modeſtly urged, that ir 
was not abredfunable to ſuppoſe you of a middle 
Nature berwixt us and Angels; which I was in- 
clined to believe from the Sweetneſs and Melody 
of your Voice; for it ſeemed ro me as if you had 
ferch'd your Muſick from Heaven; to which my 
Antagoriſt anſwered with this Quotation from 

The - wiſe Creator peopled higheſt Heaven 
With Spirits Maſculine, © 


Obſerve the Word Maſculine, from whence he in- 
ferr'd that you could have no Buſi eſs there; for 
that the Gates of thoſe Manſions of the Gods were 
for ever ſhut againſt you, wherefore he was of 
Opinion that there was a kind of Limbo made on 
Purpoſe for ſuch Spirits as yours, if you had any; 
or elſe that you were ſent in amongſt the Vomen, 
where you muſt expect but bad Quarters. | 
Finding him run into Raillery, I changed the 
Head of our Argument, and put him in Mind how 
many Perſons of your Sex have been endowed with 
great Mſdom and Sagacity, this he alſo-denied, pre- 
tending to prove from natural Cauſes and Effects, 
that rhere could be no Wiſdom where there was no 
Beard; and he would as ſoon believe, that you had 
a Son or Daughter, as a Grain of Senſe. To ſtreng- 
then his Aſſertion, he quoted LUCIAN, _ he 
| ** 
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ſays, has proved that an Eunuch cannot be a Phi- 
bofopher, | 


— 


I was ſurpriz d to hear a Man of his Learning 
produce the Authority of LUCIAN, an Author 
who, tis known, never ſaid any Thing ſeriouſly 
in his Life ; and here I cannor bee obſerving, 
how Men ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon by 
falſe Appearances. It is an Error that has long 
poſſeſs d the World, that the Seat of Mao m lies in 
the Beard: Our Theatres have not a little contri- 
buted to this Impoſition; for you never ſee a Pro- 
het, Philoſopher, or Conjurer, introduced upon the 


Stage, with leſs than two or three Foot of Beard. 


But, methinks, that there is one Thing which ſeems 
to overthrow this common Opinion, and is a Proof 


that the Antients did not believe that Wiſdom lay 


ſo ſingularly in the Beard; which is, that Apollo, 
the God of Wiſdom, was always repreſented withour 
One. And to tell you the Truth, I ſhould have 
believed he had been one of your Claſs, 'if the 
Poets and Hiſtorians of Antiquity had not aſcribed 


to him a numerous Iſſue, begot in ſtolen Intrigues 


upon the Bodies of the moſt beautiful Nymphs of 
thoſe Times. For a 

I take this filly Notion to be a great Deal more 
modern than ſome would make it. But to filence 
every Thing that can be ſaid on that Side of the 

ueſtion, I ſhall make Uſe of one eaſy Argument, 
Which can neither be diſputed, nor denied. Have 
not ſeveral of the fair Sex, whoſe ſmooth Chins 
conſcious of no Beard, been renowned for Learning, 


Prudence, and conſummate Wiſdom ? Was not Aſpatia, 


a beautiful Maid of Alexandria, a deep Philoſopher ? 
Were not Themyris, Queen of Scythia, Semiramis, 
Queen of Babylon, and our Queen Elizabeth, moſt 
profound Politicians ? Yet will any Man pretend. ro 
maintain that the Wiſdom of theſe celebrated Ladies 
lay in their Beards? No, certainly! that would 
overthrow the very Foundation of this ridiculous 
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Opinion; then whereabouts will they place it ? 
In ſhort, they have not one Shift to fly to. 


Again, they tell us, that Courage, as well as 


- Wiſdom, lies in the Beard; muſt the ſame Thing be 


a Type, a Figure, or Symbol, to ſignify and repre- 


| ſenr ſuch different Qualifications ? Indeed, the 


military Heroes of our Times (the greateſt Part of 
whom never ſaw the War) in their Looks and 
Geſtures make open Pretences to Courage ; but far 
be it from them to lay Claim to any Accompliſh- 


ments of the Mind; perhaps, ſuch an Aſſumption 


might hinder their Preferment ; but be that as it 
may, thus much however we know, that even 

their God Mars himſelf, who was always drawn ter- 
rible with a Beard, was one of the hard Heads : 


From all which we may make the ſame Conclu- 


fion, which LUCIAN has merrily done before us, 
that if Wiſdom were to be judged by Levgth of 
Beard, a Goat may carry the Prize from all the Phi- 


oſophers of the Age. 


So feeble then are all the Objections raiſed againſt 
thy Merit, O Senzini, that they fall of themſelves 
for Want of Reaſon to ſupport them. And tho' 
my Reſpe& for you has ever been great, yet does 
it riſe almoſt ro Veneration, ſince I have been in- 


formed of your great Skill in Aſtrology and Divina- 
tion. This the Envious may queſtion: too, perhaps; 


Irfadels that will believe nothing bur what they 
ſee. But do not all the Learned allow, that it is 
common for Maids to receive Intimations of 'Things 
to come, by Dreams; and the chaſt Spirits of the 
upper Air will not communicate themſelves to any 


Thing but 7irgins ? Of old, throughout all Greece, 


the Anſwers of the Oracles were conftanily de- 
livered by a Virgin; then who can be preſum'd 


to have a Familiarity with thoſe kind Demons 
ſo much as One, whoſe Virginity was never que- 
ſtioned? | 


; When 


When I hear thy Muſick, I become almoſt a Py- | 
tbagorean; and am diſpoſed to believe that the | 
Soul of Orpheus informs thy Body; and then it is | 


that I am more fix'd in my Belief of your Know- | 
ledge of Futurity :; For I read that Orpbeus was the | 
firſt of all the Grecians, who was learned in Aſtro- | 
| bogy and Divination, to which he was aſſiſted by his 
great Skill in Muſick, = TEX Done 
Indeed, if we look round upon the Profeſſors of 
this Branch of the Mathematicks, an Objection will 
ariſe, which is, that very few of them can be miſ= | 
taken for Conjurers. However, they meet with a q 
very good Regard, and are acceptable in the moſt 
| polite Aſſemblies, from a Power and Dexterity of ma- bi 
naging their Inſtruments, which, I think, is not one NY 
of your Talents. But your Organs are employed in 9 
a different Way, and your Faculties more tun d to 
the Speculative. It is an Obſervation of the Indul- . 
gence of Nature, that where any Senſe is defective, 
that Defe& is ſupplied in a double Portion of Sen- 
ſation another Way. Now as this is in ſome De- 
gree your Caſe, the Reſpect, which I have for you, 
makes me wiſh that you would put your occult 
Powers into Motion, and endeayour not to be bare- 
ly, Vox, & prateria Nihil. . 
I dare promiſe before-hand you are cut out for 
ſomethirg more than Singing; and; whenever yon 
are pleaſed to exert in Prognoſtication, will do as well 
as thoſs old Gentry, the SibyZs. It is plain, that 


| 
he, Who is learned in the divine Science of Mu- 1 
ſick, and is not ſubje& to groſs Avocations, may 1 
comprehend all Things beneath the Moon; nay { 
more, may converſe among the Stars, and by the | 
Force of Harmony may call round him the wan- 
dering Spirits of the Air, or allure thoſe whoſe dark //“ 
Abode is beyond the River Acheron, and compel 9 
them to declare what there is in Fate. | 
As I am under a ſtrong Conviction that this 
Power is in you, it is my Requeſt to you, that tho 
1 Eh you 
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you are a Stranger to our Land, nevertheleſs you 
. would employ your Skill in inquiring into the 


Fate of this poor Country for. ſeven Years to come. 


Conjure up the Spirits of ENGLISH Patriots who 


are long departed; retire to ſome ſolitary Grove 
at dead of Night, dig a Hole and ſprinkle it with 


the Blood of Sheep, then take your Lyre, and 


you” will charm u the Ghoſts. of al the wiſe Men, 


that have died for many Ages. This was the 
Method which Vyſes took by the Direction of 


Circe, when he called up a Thouſand Spirits from 
the Deep, and among them that of his Mother, by 


whom he was informed of all that ſhould hap- 


pen to him. When you have done this, let your 


Predictions be made publick, that the People may 


no longer liſten and be impoſed upon by the 
Forgeries of pretended Philomaths, . and common 
Almanack-Makers, So may Aſtrology and Muſick flou- 
riſh together, and the World not have. Cauſe to 
reproach us, that ave have given away ſo much 
Money for 4 Song. n 

P. S. If you deſign me the Honour of commu- 
nicating any Thing in Anſwer to this, ſend it to 
the Publiſher of this Paper, directed for 
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| Afinus portat 10 feria. — Prov. 


XM s I love ſometimes to dip into the Wiſdom 


of the old World, fo I cannot help very 
often being 
ments Which our Modern Pretenders to Learning 
haye been pleaſed to put upon their Meaning. 


And therefore I ſhould be very glad if I could 
find Time, and meet with Encouragement, to ſet 


Mankind right in theſe important Point. 

Among theſe erroneous Comments, I think I may 
fairly inſert that which is put upon the worthy Pro- 
yerbial Saying, at the Head of this Diſcourſe, con- 
cerning an ASS carrying Myſteries, They tell us, 


that the Ancients meant this Saying as a Sarcaſn: . 


upon Perſons, who were call'd ro any Province of 
more Importance than their Capacities were cut out 
for: As when they ſaw a Coxcomb made a firft Mini- 


fter, or an bs Blockhead a pointed a Libra- 
ele 


rian. But theſe ſmart Gentlemen ſeem in theſe Con- 
ſtructions to be unacquainted with Hiſtory, and 
Matter of 'Fa&: For 4ſzs were aQually thought 
worthy to carry the Myſteries of the Goddels Ceres, 
and if we will look into Homer, and Books of 
equal Credit, we ſhall be convinced, that Aſſes 
were Beaſts of very ſignal Trnf and ation. 
The whole Chriftian World, indeed, have been ſo 
juſt to Antiquity in their Sentiments on this Point, 


that Aſſes have every-where been promoted to Of- 


fee and Employment: And therefore Writers, in a 


modeſt Deference to univerſal Cuſtom, ſhould learn -—- 


to be a little more ſparing of their Satyre. . 
For my own Part, I muſt confeſs, I reyerence all 
Emblems and Types of Myſteries, and can find our 
unſearcbable Wiſdom in the Conceit and Import of 
Vor. III. e Hlero- 
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Hieroglyphicks. "Thoſe, who do not know how fer- 
tile the Egyptians were in this Alb Kind of 
Learning, muſt have a very ridicuſbus Notion of 
their Theology. The Ignorant may ſuppoſe, perhaps, 
that this wiſe People worſhip'd a Crocodile, as the 
Indians at thisDay are ſaid to do the Devil, meerly out 

of Fear : But the Naturaliſts can tell them, that 
this Creature, of all others, is formed without a 

Tongue; and therefore the gyptians repreſented 
by it, how God beholds all Things n Heaven and. 
Earth, with a profound Silence; and that Tuetftarnity 


r 


— 
—— — a 


| is the Siſter of Supreme i (om. 
$118 The Phenicians, a Neighbuur Nation, repreſented 
'1q Smatterers in Knowledge may be inclined to think, 
His that they meant this as a Reptroach upon their God- 


head, it being every where counted fo ignomineut 
to be crop- ear d. But they meant to figure thereby, 
that God ſeems not to liften, or take Noriee of the 
Prophaneneſs of Men, nor of their tinpious' Diſ- 
courſes. There is certainly much Inſtrufion-eouch'd 
under this Emblem; and if we would im partially 
examire our own Conduct and Practiſe, and' were 
allowed to repreſent the divine Being by any 5 
Image, we ſhould have Reaſon to ſuppoſe him not WM -, 
only without Ears, but Eyes too, or ought to ſhud- M © 
der at our own daring Impieties in provoking the IM | 
Indignation of a Power, that not only ſees our 
Actions, but viſits the inmoſt Receſſes of our form 
VVV VD 
Nor were Emblem and Hieroplyphick confined only Nie 
to explain Things which related to the Divinity, but Neig 
Perſons and Qualities of this lower World were ſigni- WY cr 
fied by the ſame Kind of Imagery. The Ancients 
were wont ſometimes to put the Heads of Al imals 
upon Men's Bodies, to expreſs the Inclinations and 
Diſpoſitions of thoſe Perſons, who were like to ſuch 
Beaſts ; and ſometimes a whole Beaſt was the Type 
of a rational Brute that reſembled it in Manners. 
Thus a voluptuous Man, living in Eaſe and Care- 
e 15 leſſi.eſs, 


— 


Neighbours thought fit to f n. N 
Aſop, you know, in his Time, was very happy in 
i. 
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leſſneſs, had the Honour to be repreſented by a 
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Irn your Redding exntibertÞ 
ignorant of the Cuſtom of the Eaftern Princes in 
former Days, of , puzzling one another with hard 
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Queſtions ; it was ſufficient Cauſe of War, if one 


Prizce could not decypher the Riddles 


">. * 


zer the Riddles Which his 
t ko ſeid biw 


ſolving theſe Difficulties, and more than once 


his Maſter from the Inconyeniencies' of a bloody © 


War, by his Skill in Riddles; and the World has 


all along been ſo fond of this Kind of Wir, that 


Learning, both ancient and modern, is all couch'd 


in Riddles, for what elſe were the EGYPTIAN 
Herog hpbicks, or What are the modern OXFOR 
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Almanacks but Riddles in Picture? You will not 


s 


wonder then (dear Mt) if we Females are deſirous 
to imitate the Learned, and try our Wits this Way, 


eſpecially when by this Means ye get an Opportu- 


nity to vent a little Spleen, which otherwiſe might 
aſcend in Vapours to the Brain: I happen'd to be 


engaged with a Sett of theſe Sort of enigmatica! 


Wits; we propoſed our Riddles to each other in 


Words at length, Figures, any quaint Devices, or 


in Portraitures, which the Perſon receiving, is to 


_ anſwer or decypher, under a ſevere Forfeiture, 


One of our Club lately ſent me a Fan, repreſent- 


ing a Converſation: piece, made of a Parſon holdirg 
Cupid in his Lap, and a Bottle in his Hand; over- 


againſt him firs a young Fellow in a large Hoop petti- 
coat, and a Pair of Pattins; berween them a third 
Perſon of a noble Aſpe&, who ſeems to wink at a 
Painter, Who fits at a ſmall Diſtance, drawing the 
Parſon's Picture; the Wax Tapers burnt low, figni- 
fy it is a late Hour; and thro' the Door you may 

erceive ſomething muffled up in a Bear-skin. 1 
ande rack d my Brains to find our the Meaning 


of all this, to no Purpoſe, unleſs you can help me 


out: Ar firſt I imagined it repreſented” ſome Effects 


of the late Metamorphoſis; and that the Parſon had 
got a Nurſery, and the Touth in the Hoop-petticoat ald 
Pattins was juſt upon the change, and ſprouting in- 
to a Woman: But then I can't tell what to make of 


the Painter, and the reſt of the Company, nor why 


the Parſon's child ſhould have Wings. In Caſes of 


this Difficulty we are allowed to propoſe our Doubrs 


in your Paper, and therefore (dear Miſt) give me 
Leave, by your Aſſiſtance, to ask my witty Corrc- 
ſpondant, whether her Conceit has Relation to pul- 
lick or private Life; whether the Scene lies up the 


Water or down; and whether the Rotunda, at one 


Corner, has any Relation to the Pope of Rome, 0 


elſewhere ? "Theſe Queries being anſw ered, I wil 
ſoon gueſs at the Rett, or elſe will be content tc 


forfeit ; only be fo kind to pity a poor Girl _ 1 
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ſtreſs, and give this a Place in your next Paper, in 

Which you will extremely oblige a Number of 
en conſtant Readers, and the Favour ſhall be ac- 

kagowledged by a Preſent of one of theſe enigma- 

tical Fans to your Wife, mounted in the beſt Manner, 

wich a Key to the Whole, from 
WII LN Your Friend, 

And Serv ant, 


BARBARA PUZZLE. 


X B. I publiſh this without giving my Opinion, 


becauſe I am acquainted with ſeyeral Mythologifts, 
as well as Conjurers, who are my Correſpondents, and 
I ſhall. give them the Opportunity of trying their 
Skill firſt; after which, perhaps, I may give the 
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Þ faces promiſed now and then to con- 


—Iſider the State of the Britiſh Stage, as the 


1 4. Town has lately abounded with new En- 
tertainments, we think it a proper Time to enlarge 
our Remarks; but firſt we ſhall begin with the 
Opera, ſince that is alſo a Theatrical Repreſen- 
tation. „ * 


We have obſerved that the Greeks and | Romans, 
with all their Wiſdom, were wont to intereſt their 


great Officers of State in the Conduct and Manage- 
ment of publick Plays and Repreſentations; it was 
not e, e by the Wiſdom of their Councils, 
they made their People content at Home, ard, by 
their Bravery in War, terrible abroad; but when 
they returned either from Conqueſt or from an 
Embaſſy, it was their Cuſtom to bring Home with 
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270 MISCELLANY LETTERS. 
them whatever was rare and curious in foreign 
Countries, and to inrich theſe publick Shews with 
all the Wonders of Art and Nature. 
There is a faint Repreſentation of this Cuſtom re- 
'viv'd amongſt us by the Royal Academy of Muſick, 
(I don't mean that of making the People either 
content at home, and terrible abroad, for I would 
not be miſunderſtood) but of ſending into Italy for 
the fineſt Voices, and moſt exquiſite Muſicians, as 
well as the moſt skilful and delicate Genius's in 
the Science of. compoling, to render our Opera, if 
poſſible, more elegant than that of Italy it ſelf, 

and this at an immenſe Charge. ng 
Such Shews and Repreſenrations would be the 
Credit and Ornament of a Nation, and muſt de- 
ſerve our higheſt Praiſe, were they carried on with 
the ſame Spirit and Deſign, as were thofe by the 
Patrons of Rome and Greece. Would our Gentle- 
men, like thoſe, after they had uſed their Endea- 
vours for the publick Safety, ſtudy to make thoſe 
Pleaſures and Entertainments as elegant as poſſible, 
and exhibir them to the People Gratis? For this was 
the Practice of the generous Ancients; nay, many 
Private Patricians have not only obliged the Age in 
which they lived, but gratified Poſterity by erect- 
ing at their own Charge, Theatres and Amphi- 
theatres, built of the moſt poliſh'd and ftrongeſt 
Marble, and contriv'd with ſo much Skill and 
Labour, as if they aim'd at making them immor- 
tal, by furniſhing Materials moſt able to reſiſt the 

Injuries of Time... 5 „„ 
. There is not the leaſt Appearance of any Deſign, 
like this, in the Conduct of the Gentlemen of whom 
we are ſpeaking; every Man who is admitted to 
_ Tee theſe Repreſentations pays as dear as one of 
theſe Undertakers; and they have contrived to 
1crew it up to ſuch an extravagant Price, that the 
far greateſt Number of our People are quite ex- 
cluded from theſe Entertainments, becauſe of the 
Expence; and others, who, becauſe of their Love 
| 5 | : 
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of Muſick, cannot ſtay away, place it among their 
Viees, as well they. may, when their Circumftan- 


ces caniiot well ſupport the Charge. IS 


But if the Charge of our Operas be ſo conſide- 


* 


rable as to demand fo high a Price, methinks thoſe 
Gentlemen who ſhare the great Employments of 


the Nation, and are enrich'd by the publick Mo- 


ney, might, by contributing towards this Expence, 
make the Price ſo caſy to the People, that they 


might go to them with Pleaſure, and without in- 
commoding their Circumſtances, nor could they do 


a more grateful Thing, ſince ſome Amuſements are 
abſolutely neceſſary towards reheving the Mind 
from the Fatigue of Buſineſs, and Cares of the 

World,, 56317 8 
As to our Gentlemen calling themſelves the A 
dem) of Muſick, I cannot ſee upon what Pretence 
they afſume that Title, for by the Word Academy, 


one would imagine that the Science of Muſick was 
ſtudied and improyed there, and that certain Ma- 
fters were appointed to teach and inſtruct young 


Perſans, who had the Gift of fine Voices, which no 


Doubt might be found in England as well as in Italy, 


were they look d for; and that others, in whom a Ge- 
nius was diſcovered for this Science, were to be bred 
up with all the Advantages that Practice and In- 
ſtruction could give them; this would be a Means 


of inviting the God of Muſick to forſake his beloved 


Ttaly, and to come and relide amongſt us; it would 
be a naturalizing Muſick, and making it our own, 


ſince then we ſhould nor only have Perſons able to 


perform, but others of Capacity to compoſe fine 


Entertainments, and we might ſee a better Opera 


in England, than in any other Part of the World, 


wirhout one Foreigner either upon the sage or in 


£ 


the Orbac ra. FCC 
Bus as Nothing like this ſeems to be either at- 
tempted or deſigned, we muſt expect that this Si- 
ence will ſoon be loſt from among us; for tis not. 


ſuppoſed that the preſent Sett of Performers will 


NA don? 
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continue any longer here, than till they have fill'd 
their Purſes; after which, tis thought, they will 
go and purchaſe Principalities in Germany, ſince at the 
extravagant Rate they are paid, they will carry 
Ry — enough out of England for ſuch a 
Pur . FN 25 5 3 
Ne if a Man conſiders the Steps Which 
have been taken in this Undertaking, he would be 
tempted to think, that it was ſet on Foot only out 
of a ſervile Compliment to ſome Perſon or Perſons, 
for Flattery is the very Compoſition of Courtiers, 
and fince we cannot diſcover the leaſt Appearance 
of a publick Spirit thro* the whole Conduct, from 
firſt to laſt, I cannot ſee that ir deſerves to be ei- 
ther prais'd or encouraged by the Publick. 
A Man no Doubt would be counted a Barbarian 
who did not delight in Harmony, and it muſt be 
allowed that Mufick has ſome Influence over the 
Paſſions of the Mind: Grave Tunes compoſe us, 
lofty Ones elate us, and light Ones makes our 
Blood as it were dance in our Veins, yet this Ef- 
fekt laſts no longer than the Muſick; we carry no 
Impreſſions away with us; it may put our Tempers 
for a while into Tune, but it never mends the 
Heart: When a young Man brag'd to Diogenes 
of his great Skill in Muſick, the Philoſopher told 
him, that Wiſlom governed Kingdoms and Cities, 
but that Muſick would not rule ſo much as a 
Tcolding Wife, or a frowsrd Child. ST 
It is a Diverſion that only gratifies the Senſe, and 
Has nothing in it of the profitable; it deſerves to 
be plac'd only in the third Rank of our publick 
Entertainments; Tragedy claims the firſt Place, as 
being the moſt noble and inſtructive; Comedy next, 
Which turns Vice into Ridicule, and by the Jeſts 
and Sarcaſms which are caft upon the Follies of 
Men, makes us laugh at, and deſpiſe them at the 
%% a LY 


11 
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It is therefore ſtrange that ſo many conſiderable 
Perſons ſhould intereſt themſelyes in the Manage- 
ment of a Pleaſure meerly ſenſual, and leave the 
moſt noble and exalted Entertainment, which a ſen- 
ſible Soul can take Delight in, in ſuch abject and 
mercenary Hands, as one of our Theatres is at 
„ ˙· ante ee on dT: 
We ſhall, in our next, take Notice of the good 
or bad Effect the Stage has upon the Minds and 
Morals of Men, and of what Advantage the good 
Management of it might be to the civil Govern- 
ment; we are diverted from it at preſent by the 
Conſideration of a new Tragedy, which the new 
Theatre preſented the Town the latter End of 
E ² NNAQàAA . ꝛĩÜ ³ ee 
It was worth obſerving with what Silence and 
Attention the Audience waited upon the Play, and 
how readily they gave their Applauſe to all thoſe 
beautiful Strokes with which this Tragedy abounds ; 
this is a Proof that there are People who would 
like good Things if the Stage would preſent them, 
but the Truth on't is, it is ſo long ſince they have 
had any Thing worth attending, that it is ſtrange 
they have not loſt their Taſte. NC 1 
This beautiful Tragedy of Mariamne was firſt of-. | 
fered to the Old Houſe, and the Managers being 
three Perſons of three great Heads, thought fit in 
their Wiſdom and good Nature, to reje& it as not | 
fit for their Stage, ſinee which they have (being Hl 
Judges of Wit) aQed a Comedy call'd, The Refuſal, | 


reviv'd one called, The Rival Fools, and this Seaſon 
given the Town two particular Entertainments, one 
called, The: Artifice, the other, Love in a Foreſt. 

If a Man ſhould take the Pains to examine theſe 
Pieces, too wretched for Southevark-Fair, and com- 
pare them with this 'Tragedy, abounding with the 
fineſt Images, moſt beautiful Sentiments, and trueſt 
Paſſions, he wauld be tempted to think, that it muſt 
be more than a Gothick Ignorance that influences 

theſe Men, or elſe, that they had ſworn to ſtiffle 
. VVT 
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every Thing that was good, and, if poſſible, to ſup- 

preſs the very Genius of any Gentleman who was 
ſikely to ſucceed in this Way of Writing. 

. As for Keyber's Part, he ought to be excluded 
From judging of any Author's Writings, for the ſame 
Reaſons that Butchers . diſqualified from being 

Jury Men, as he is known to be the common Mur- 
derer of other Mens Wit, it is not to be expected 
he will give Quarter to ang. 

I have read that in Shakeſpear's Time, when this 
Town was not a third ſo large and populous as it is 
now, that there were no leſs than ſeven Play- 

Houſes in London, and we know that the Drama's 
of thoſe Times exceed any of the Ancients. Ne- 

vertlieleſs, a certain Knight, now living, having got 

the Superintendeney of one of our Theatres, and 

being at that Time Author of a Weekly Paper, 

writ an Eſſay to prove that it was the Intereſt of 
the Town to ſupport but one Stage, and it was 
violently ſuſpected by many, who did not always | 
Judge the beſt, that by one Stage he meant that of | 

which he was newly made Patentee, but that I 
Mall not take upon me to determine, but leave it 

to the impartial World; however, if his Deſires had 
ſucceeded, we may gueſs what our Pleaſures would 
have come to, when we ſee Dramatick Poeſy, al- 

moſt loft by the Partiality that has been ſhewn 

A © ns 505 eve nel] ee 07 
I muſt differ from that worthy Knight in this 

Point, and will venture to maintain, that if the 

Town would be well uſed, they muſt divide their 

Favours, ſo as to keep both upon their good Beha- 
viour, nor will they ſuffer by it, for if the Old 

Houſe has the Advantage in Comedy, the other 
does as much exceed them in Tragedy : It has 
deen the Faſhion, a long while, to croud to one 

Houſe, bur it is a ridiculous Faſhion, it is Time to 
be aſhamed of it, for it muſt be allowed, that while 
fo much Encouragement has been given without 

Doors, there Lever was ſo little Merit within. 

ES, : LETTER 
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Cod Lifeis your Gift ; then ſeasn't with ſuch Fase 
LE : .: 

That bat yon meant a Ble ; prove no Weight. 


F you have either Leiſure or. Inclination, to 
8 diverſify your Subject, and retire for once from 
& the Buſineſs of the Stage, accept a Diſcourſe 
in which our Morals are more concerned than our 
Pleaſures. IL hardly know a Theme, that has been 
ſo much banded about by Argument, as, Whether, . 
univerſally ſpeaking, ibe Miſeries of human Life do - 
not over balance the Happineſs of it: Or whether on the 
contrary, aue are not - poſſe/s'd of. Felicities that com- 
penſate for the: Pains, Diſquietudes, and Evils which 
we are ſure to meet auith in the Courſe of Nature. There 
have. been Advocates. on both Sides of the Queſtion, 
and each have been ſo: ſtrenuous in maintaining 
their Opinion, that they have perplex'd the 
Affair by their Zeal and Learning, and brought it 
to a Diſpute almoſt incapable of 8 ſol ved. 
For m Part; I wil not pretend to go to the 
ö Bottom of the Argument, or peremptorily decide to 
> which Quarter there is moſt Reaſon-to incline 
The Buſineſs of this Eſſay is to examine what has 
. been ſaid in Favour of either Opinion, and leave 
1 every Reader to determine for himſelf, . Whether 
p Good or 1# have the Preheminence in Quantity. 
8 It has ever been granted, as well by Hea- 
e thens as ſince by Chriſtianity, that both Miſery and 
o Happineſs are the Diſpenſations of Providence. From 
e this Knowledge it was, perhaps, that HOMER. 
ut formed the fine Auegorical 8 that ?avo Veſ- 
ſels ſtood at the Throne of Jupiter, one of Which 
4 Was 
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was full of Materials to difturb-and imbitter Life ; 
the other, with what might adminiſter Comfort, 
5 del, and Pleaſure. Neither the Poet, as I remem- 

er, or any of the Commentators upon him, have 
ventured to inform us, which of theſe Veſſels was 
the moſt capacions, or from which of them the God 
off neſt dealt out his Diſtributions : An Intelligence, 
which might have gone very far with ſettling the 

Notions of Antiquity upon tha Queſtions in Diſpute. 
There is an other Allegory amongſt the Heathens, 
from which we may ground ſome Information. 'The 
old Prieſts of Etruria, we are told, aſcribed tavo Sorts 
of Thunderbolts to Pupiter; the one, favourable, the 
other, fatal. 'The Latter of theſe they pretended, 
he never hurl'd but with the Advice of the other 
Gods, whereas he threw the former of his own 
Motion, and without the Councel of his Fellow 
Deities. From this we draw a Leſſon; that the 
Character of the divine Nature conſiſts more in the 
Effects of Goodneſs, than in the Diſtribution of Pu- 


niſoments and Miſeries. | 


"CASAUBON, however, obſerved that HOMER 


on a particular Occaſion having ſaid that Evil ex- 
ceeds Good, this Saying of his was converted into 
a general Maxim. Providenee, indeed, is excuſed 
by the Critick, on Account of the fatal Neceſſity 
which conſtrained it to open a Gate to ſeveral 
PLINT, who came many Ages after our Poet, 
falls in with his Opinion of the Superiority cf Evils, 
for he aſſures us, that Nature makes us buy her 
' Preſents at the Price of ſo many Sufferings, that it 
is dubious whether ſhe deſerves moſt the Name of 
a Parent, or Stepmother. He diſplays a long Deſcrip- 
tion of humane Infirmities, and oppoſes to them 


the Advantages of Animals over Mankind. He 


throws in the Reflections, which has been made 
by ſeveral other Authors, that it would be beſt for 
Man not to be born, or, being born, to dye in 
Infancy. Nay, ſo far he exaggerates the Miſery of 

| | Our 
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our Condition, that he affirms, the greateſt Bleſing 
which God has beſtowed upon Men among ſo many 
' Pains of Life, is the Power of filing themſelves. 
A very Learned French Man of the laſt Century, 
tho* he has not run the ſame Lengths with pliny, 
ſeems,” if we may take his own Word, to have had 
no more fayourable an Opinion of the humane 
State. Life alone, ſays he, ſeems to me ſo indifferent, 
to ſay nothing farther to its Diſadvantage, that far from 
ever deſiring to reneau the Race, if put to my Cboice, I 
would not change the few remaining calamitous Days in 
an Age ſo far advanced as mine is, for the numerous 
Tears, expected by an infinite Number of young People, 
all whoſe Pleaſures 1 have known. That he had had a 
general Taſte-of Pleaſures, muſt confirm us that he 
was not cramp'd in his Cireumſtances: And if we 
look into his Hiſtory, we ſhall find that he wanted 
Nothing that was agreeable, if we make a Judg- 
ment by the Outſide. Vet, amongſt all the Allure- 
ments of this Author's Life, there is a Proof that 
it was intermix'd with fuch Croſſes, as turn'd the 
Scale on the Side of Evil, in that nothing could 
engage him to deſire the Repetition of his Part. 
If Misfortune then fell in upon fo many ſeeming 
Happineſſes as this. Gentleman enjoyed, if it pot- 
ſoned them with a loathſome Bitterneſs, ſo as to 
make him deſpiſe Life as a burthenſome Honour, 
Which he would not accept, if he had the Power 
of Refuſal ; what can we think of the Condition of 


ſo many Perſons, who ſeem to us to be deſtitute of 

. almoſt all the Cauſes of humane Happineſs, and ex- 

t poſed to a Thouſand Diſgraces? A great many aſ- 
f ſert, that, except ſome brutal Wretches, no old 
. Man would return into the World on Condition to 
ms act the ſame Part over again. We are, indeed, un- 
A Willing to dye, we would always live, we flatter 
e our ſelves that Things will mend; but the Remem- 
* brance of what is paſt, the good and evil Things of 
in this World being duly weigh'd, does not permit us 
of to deſire to run again in the ſame Career, Ir was a 


fine 8 
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Fine Proviſion in the old Syſtem of Tranſmigration, 
that. the Souls, which were to return into the 
World and animate freſn Bodies, muſt be obliged to 
drink of the River of Oblivion; as if, without ſuch 


a Remedy, there were Reaſon, to fear they ſhould 


grow reſtive, and ffagger at the Recollection of what 


they had. ſuffered in their former Deine, 
Thoſe who hold the contrary Opinion, that the 
| Sapeets of Life equal, if not oer balance, the hitter 


Potions, chiefly. inſiſt upon a parallel betwixt Di/- 
eaſes and Health. There are very few Perſons, what- 
ever Age they be of, but can reckon up incompa- 


rably more Days of Health than Sickneſs; and 


there are a great many who in the Compaſs of 
Twenty Years, have not been afflicted with. Diſ- 
eaſes that took up a Month of that Time. 


, of 


But this Compariſon is fallacious; for: Health, con- 


ſidered abſtractedly, is rather an Indolence, than a 


Senſe of Pleaſure ; . it: is. rather a bare. Exemption 


from Evil, than a real Good, while Sickneſs is worſe 


than a Privation of Pleaſure :. It is a poſitive State, 
which plunges the Mind into a Senſe of ſuffering, . 


and loads the Patient with Pain. 
It is a Doctrine of the $Schoolmen, that rare, and 


porous, Bodies contain but very little Matter under 
a great Extent; and that denſe Bodies contain a 


great Quantity of Matter couch'd in a ſmall Com- 


paſs. This is a lively Image of Sictneſs und Health; 
Sickneſs reſembles the denſe Bodies, and Health the 
rare. Health laſts many Years, and yet contains 
but a ſmall Portion of Happineſs; Sickneſs conti- 
nues but a few Days, and yet comprehends a vaſt 
Load of Miſery. It is an Illuſion therefore, which 
the Extenſion of Health may draw us into, when 
it is parallel d with Sickneſ ee. 
But Health, it may be replied, is a conſiderable 
Bleſſing, not only by Reaſon it exempts us from a 
very great Evil, but alſo by the Liberty which it 
atfords us of taſting a thouſand lively and ſenſible 
Pleaſures. This muſt be granted, but it muſt be 


Con- 
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conſidered at the ſame Time, that there being tao 
Sorts of Evils to which we are ſubject, Health on- 


ly ſecures us from one, and leaves us wholly ex- 


pos d to the other. We are ſubje& ro Pain and 
Sorrow, two ſuch terrible Things, that it is not to 
be decided which is the moſt dreadful. The good: 
Things of this Life, again, are a leſs Good, than 
the evil Things are an Evil. The lively Senſe of 
Pleaſure does not continue long, it immediately 
grows flat and dull, ard is followed with a Dit 


guſt. What appeared an exalted Good when we did 
not poſſeſs it, ſcarce touches us in the Enjoyment :- 


So that we acquire with a thouſand Fatigues and 
_Uneaſineſſes, what we poſſeſs with no more than 


a moderate Pleafure; and very often the Fear of 
loſing the Good we enjoy, ſurpaſſes all the Pleaſures. 


of the Fruition of it. 


. CICERO, I remember, on the other Hand, in 
his Treatiſe concerning the Nature of the Gods, makes 
an exact Enumeration, of the Advantages Which 


Men receives from Plants and Animals, and then 


ſays ſuch a Flow of Pleaſures is thrown in upon us, 
that one would be tempred to think Providence 


Epicurean. SENECA. too, as a wile Man, and as 


great a Philoſopher, does not ſcruple to ſay, that. 


conſidering the Multitude of good Things which 


Nature has imparted, and the inexhauſtible Induſtry 
with which the Wit of Man diverſifies Pleaſures, _ 
and diſcovers the Sources of them; Heaven has 
not been contented to provide barely for our Ne- 
 ceſſities, but has beſides furniſhed us with Super fluities. 


enough to live deliciouſ.y. 


In Spight, however, of theſe fine Ideas, every 


living Man finds his State of Bliſs ſeverely chequen d 
with Misfortunes: The Queſtion is, whether theſe 
be owing to our own Fault, and incorrect Condutt, 
or to the Infliftions of Providence. The Mind of 
Man, being too narrow to comprehend e 
how the Miſeries and Crimes Which cover the 
whole Earth, can be conſiſtent with. an May 

4 good 
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good Being, has had Reſort to many Shifts and chi- 
merical Arguments: But Chriſtzanity only can ſet 
us right upon this Topick. We are to conſider the 
Almighty as a Father and a Fudge + As a Father, he 
has been indulgent to us in an Exceſs of good Things ; 
as a Fudge, he has rebated the Fruition of them 
with le Severity, than our Demerits could reaſon- 
_ ably have expected from him. 33 


Pt 


L E T TER EVI 
Mr. MIST, PO : | . 
VERY Man, who loves his King and Coun- 

try, will undoubtedly be an Enemy to thoſe, 


that are Enemies to them and the Conſtitu- 
tion; and for that Reaſon will be pleaſed, when 


ſuch, as conſpire againſt the publick Happineſs, are 


detected and brought to condign Puniſhment. 


Yet nothing can be more ſcandalous or inhuman, 


than to rejoice at other's Misfortunes, to triumph 
over their Afflictions, and inſult their Diſtreſs: This 
is a Baſeneſs, that can ſubſiſt no where, but in 
mean, ſordid, and ungenerous Spirits; and, tho' it 
may ſometimes boaſt of Zeal, or put on a Mask of 
Loyalty, yet certainly it is, at the Bottom, à Rot- 
tenneſs of Soul, a Mixture of Envy, IlI-nature, 

and Cruelty, _ . e 
Such Perſons as they are devoid both of Charity 
and Humanity in their Deportment, ſo are they of 
Candour too and Ingenuity in their judgment. 
They are always prepoſſeſs'd in their Opinions, 
they prejudge the Unfortunate, they cenſure and 
judge before the Time, and condemn before Con- 
viction; which is a Thing not only contrary to 
the Precepts both of the Old and New Teſtament, 
but to all the Rules of common Law, and the uni- 
verſal Maxims of Juſtice and Equity. 5 : 
| An 
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And yet this Sort of Behaviour is to be met 
with, even in Men of ſacred Characters; it is found 
in Writings called Sermons, and appeared in the 
Pulpit, as if it were Goſpel. Not many Months 
agoz 4 Divine, of ſome Eminence, preached a Ser- 
mon here, with ſome Reflections of this Nature 
againſt another Divine, of much greater Eminence 
and Reputation than himſelf. Now this was very. 
extraordinary and unaccountable in him, becauſe, 
as he told us in the ſame Diſcourſe, it has been the 
common Misfortune of the Chriftian Religion it 
ſelf, as well as its moſt orthodox and primitive Pro- 
feſſors to be unjuſtly charged with Sedition and 
Treaſon. 'That falſe and black Accuſation, even 
the Lamb of God, the Prince of Peace, our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf did nor eſeaa pe. 
St. Paul, that great and glorious Apoſtle, ſuffer d 
infinite Hardſhips, Pains, and Impriſonments from 
this unmerited Imputation; and the ſame Apoſtle 
not only manifeſted his Innocence, but nobly fig- 
naliz'd and diſtinguiſhed: himſelf, as often as he had 
the Liberty of being heard. ea. 
And we don't read that a Timothy or a Titus, or 
even any of the Chriſtian Laity (notwithſtanding 
the natural Warmth' of his Temper, or his abun- | 
dant Zeal for the Dignity of his Office and Apoſtle- | 
ſhip) ever join'd themſelves to the Number of his | 
Accuſers. Tertullius, indeed, a mercenary Hire- 1 
ling of an Orator, who open'd the Charge againſt © 
bim, cry'd out, with great Vehemence and Aſſurance, we | 


7 bave fcund this Man a peſtilent Fellow, and a Mover of | 
f Sedition, with more to that Purpoſe : But we don't j Y 
. find that any Chriſtian ſeconded that Charge, or ſo 0 | 
„ much as thought him guilty, becauſe he was ac- | 
d cus d. They waiied as all equirable Men would 
1- do, to hear what could be prov d againſt him, and | 
o what he had to ſay for himſelf. -Who "boldly and truly | 


t, anſwer d, they neither found him in the Temple diſputing 
1 with any Man, neither ſtirring up the People, greg: 
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the Synagogue nor in the City: Neither could they 
prove the Things whereof they accuſed him. 
Tus the Priſoner, Paul, by his admirable De- 
fence, and for that their Allegations againſt him 
- were not ſupported by legal Evidence, clear d his 
Reputation, even among Iifidels, and procured 
Favour and Liberty from Flix the Governor. 
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ic me ſervauit Apollo. 


without any Alteration, you have given an In- 
ſtance of your Juſtice; in publiſhing it at all 


you prove Four Impartiality, in your on Opinion; 
in mine, your Judgment tov. You ſhew, that you 
underſtand your ſelf too well, to think you may 
ſuffer in your Credit, by conveying to the Publick 


the different Opinions of two diſtindt Perſons on the 
ſame Thing. For a Weekly Fournal is, methinks, a 


fort of publick Stock, upon which every private Ge- 


nius, (at leaſt, every Subſcriber) may expect to en- 


graft his Sentiments, tho' of a different Species from 
What it had received before 


— 5 So ſtlurian Plants 3 rig 
Admit the Peach's odoriferous Globe, TOs 
And Pears of ſundry Forms, Philip's Cyder. 


Beſides the Variety of Opinions growing from the 
fame Stem, muſt, of Courſe, recommend ir to the 


Reader, by giving him the Liberty of gathering 


that Sort which pleaſes him beſt, And when you 
UT us #7. -: - eanhder 


N publiſhing my Defence of the Conſcious Lovers, 


= 


Ss 
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conſider what a ſtrong Party there is ſtill in the 
World on the Side of Virtue, you will find it uſeful 
to have ſome Fruit on. your Tree, which will pleaſe 
the Taſte of a Moraliſt. I therefore ſend you a Scion 
of that Sort; and, in Return, for your Abſtract of 
Mr. 'Layer's Tryal, with which you lately obliged 
your Readers, I have collected what is material in 
that of Sir R — 8$———, _ 
Some Days ſince the ſaid Sir R—— 8 


— 


a ſull Court of ancient and modern Poets, and Apollo 
himſelf, who fate as Fudge : He was charged by the 
Criticks with Writing a-Play, called the Conſcious Lo- 
vers; in which, moved by the Inſtigation of Dullneſs, 
and not having the Fear of Shame before his Eyes; he has 
taken many material Liberties forbidden by the Laws 
of Parnaſſus : They deſir'd therefore that his Sock 
might be taken from him, and that he might be no 
longer enroll'd amongſt the Englißp Dramatiſti. 
When they were deſir d by the Pr. ſuner to he mure 


partieular in their charge, they grew very warm, 


and loud, without coming to any Concluſion: For 
it happening, that what ſome diflik'd, others ap- 
prov'd, they could not agree upon any regular In- 
dictment. Z nf ie eplolh Bob 


Upon this, 4poto, (concluding there could not be 


ſo much Smoak, without ſome Fire) order'd that the 
Play ſhould be laid before him, determining to 
examine ir himſelf, by the Laws of Poetr . 
That the whole Court might be ſatisfied of the 
uftice of his Proceedings, he firſt read to them the 
ws by which the Priſoner was to be try'd, -and 


then enlarg'd upon the Reaſon of thoſe Laws. He 


ſhew'd them, that Poetry had been, in all Ages, 
and well regulated Governments, a Creature of the 


State ; and, as ſach, had been generally employed 


in the Support of Virtue and Religion, rhe Sinecus 
of the State. For the Truth of this, he appealed to 


Homer, Ariſtotle, Virgil, Herace, with many others, 


who all declar'd it to have been the Senſe of the 


- World 


— was 
brought to his Tryal on the Top of Parnaſſus, before 


. 2 
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World in their Time. Ari ſſytle in particular, turn- 
ing to Euripides, put him out of Countenance, by 
. reminding him in open Court of his, 1 yAou' - 
ue x, 15 op frwpua]) ©. It ſeems the virtuous Hip- - 
politus had, in one of his Scenes, unluekily aſſerted, 
that when a Man took an Oath, his Tongue might 
ſwear, and not his Heart: Upon which the ſquea- 
miſh People of Athens proſecuted the Poet, for teach- _ 

ing them to be perjur'd. | . 
Apollo finding all the Aneients on his Side, went 
on: This therefore is a fundamental Lay. The 
publick Good is the firſt End of Poetry in general. 
The Imitation of Nature is, indeed, another End, 
but limited and reſtrained by the firſt: So limited, 
as to be no longer the End of. Poetry, than it is en- 
ploy'd in the Service of the Publick. A profane 
or 1mmoral Poet, tho” his Sentiments are Nature in 
the trueſt Likeneſs, is not therefore properly a Poet; 
becauſe his Writings are deſtructive of the firſt End 
of Poetry, and he employs the ſecond beyond its 
Commiſſion, by which it ceaſes to bean End... 
Tl illuftrate this Thought, ſays the God, by com- 
paring my two Profeſſions, Poetry and Phyſick. We 

all know the firſt End propoſed by a Phyſician, is, 
to ſerye the Publick by conſultirg the Health of his 
Patient. A ſecond End, but ſubordinate to the firft, is, 
to be let into the Secrets of Nature. Let us now ſup- 
poſe one of my Sons of the Profeſſion, who knows 
all the Uſes of the Furnace, has a large Acquain- 
tance with Herbs, has diſcover d every Capillary in 
the humane Texture, and many a Terra incognita in 
the Animal World: But, after all, inſtead of re- 
liering his Patient, conceive him to preſcribe what 
be knoys to be only palatable Poiſons. I fancy tho 
his Bills were wrote clean (as they ſay) and, ſecun- 
dum artem, you would not give him the Title of a 
- Phyſician. You would allow ſuch a one to be a Phi- 
loſepber, a forewd Fellow ; any thing but a Phyſician. 
If we apply this to the Gentlemen of the Lyre; ſo 
ſoon as any one's Writings are immoral or . 
| 155 | cho 
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tho they are the very Picture of Nature, we muſt 


place him among the Rhymers or Poetaſters, with an 


ody but the Poets. His Numbers may be ſmooth, 


and his Images of Nature very exact but he yam | 


as well write Whales and Porpoiſes up to Greenwich, 


or entertain his Countrymen with the Wonders of 
the Anodyne Neck-Lace ; for it will never do: He is 


no Poet. 


If thoſe; continn'd the God, are the Laws of Pre- 


try in general, 'they muſt be ſo of the Drama, which 
is a Species under it. He was going on, but ſeeing 
Mr. Dryden (who; by this Time, was got among 


the Tranſlators, and would have hid Himſelf be- 


hind Virgil) he called him out to define a Play. 


- Poor - Dryden preſently found himſelf caught, but, 
. With the Confuſion of one Who had ſinned out of Po- 
verty, rather than Inclination, he told Apollo, he 


would give ſuch a Definition, as he believ d to be 


true, though, he muſt confeſs, it would condemn 
himſelf, A Play then, ſaid Mr. Deyden, ſhould be a 
Juſt and lively Image of Humane Nature, vepreſenting its 


Paſſions and Humours, and the Changes of Fortune, to 


avbich it is ſubject, for the Delight and Inflruttion of 
Mankind. The Inftruftion of Mankind, he ſaid, had 


been the firſt Law in Poetry, though, he muſt con- 


feſs, he had ſo far given into the Corruption of the 


Age, as to over-look it, He obſerv'd farther, that 
the Drama was circumſcrib'd by three Unities. — 


Ari ſtotle and Horace, interrup'ing him here, told him, 
they knew of only two, as Precepts of the Stage. 
Mr. Dryden reply'd, the third Unity of that Place 
was enacted by the French, and receiv'd as a local 
| Statute by them and the Engliſ ; And, upon the Ob- 
ſervance of theſe Unities, depended the Regularity 
OS wn, a ds wn | EE 


The Laws by which the Priſoner was to be 2 


quitted or condemned, being thus fixed and agreed 
on, Apollo called to Mr. Shakeſpear, (who had ONE 
DS I en Wb ER e 
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the Scene in the double Capacity. of Poet.and Player 


too) and directed him to read the Play in open 
Court. When he had done, the God came to this 
Determination. The whole Plot and Deſign of the 
Play is turned for the Service of the Publick, by 


recommending Virtue, and guarding. the Comforts- 
of civil Life. The Author has painted Nature in 
very lively Colours, with Regard to her paſſions and 
Humours, and the Changes of Fortune, to which foe is 
| ſubje#. He has conſulted ſometimes the Delight, 


always the Inſtruction of Mankind. He is there; 


fore a Dramatict Poet. He has carefully obſerved 
the three Unities, and therefore is a regular Drama- 


#ick Poet, But ſtill, 5 8 


| Pgregio in ſperſo 4 e Cor pore nevos. 8 


It's pity Tom ſhould perſeeute the Audience 46 "TY | 
ſuch a Profuſion of Farce when he meets with Ham- 


phrey and Phillis, There is beſide one Grace which 


I pretty much miſs in him: A Chace of Wit 


kept up on' both Sides, and ſwiftly managed, has 
been always very taking in Comedy. However, un- 
leſs the Repartees are innocent as well as ſmart, it 
is an Inſtance of a greater Genius to forbear Wit, 
than to uſe it. | TT ED | 

The Criticks were very angry at the Deciſion, 
and muttered to themſelves, that the Tg would not 
be ſatisfied with it. ApoZo check'd them with this 


Reproof; You are, to my Knowledge, a handful of 


Men, engaged to decry Virtue and good Manners, 


and would impofe upon the World an Opinion of 


your Numbers, by calling your private Sentiments the 
Senſe of the Town. You have learned of your own 
Regicides to draw up the Impeachment in the Name 
of all the People of England, and yet Lady Fairfax's 
Arſwer will ſerve to both; Xo, nor the bundreth Part 


of them. : 
| - Soll, 


6 t Hor. 
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Apollo, turning from them, took Notice, that he 
had met with more Complaints againſt the  Engplips - 
Stage, than any other beſide; and therefore, now. 


the Ceurt was fitting, he was willing to examine all 
their Dramatiſts. Upon which, in a few Minutes, 
there was ſcarce an Engliþman, who wrote fince the 


Reſtoration, to be {een in the Court, except the Pri- 


ſoner, and a few Authors of ſingle Plays 
The God, upon that, knowing thoſe Gentlemen 
could very well ſtand a Tryal, diſmiſſed the Court, 


having firſt recommended thePriſoner for the Service 


which he had done to the Civil Life, by diſcounte- 


naneing Immorality on the Stage, thro the whole 


Current of his Writings. He told him, that In- 
modeſty and Prophaneneſs in the Scene, put him in 
mindiof his own: Python, char it was as deſtructive to 
the Morals, as the other to the Lives of Men: And; 


ſince they had both been Champions againſt. the 
ſame common Enemy, he directed Ovid to give 


Sir 3 the ſame. Character of Ho- 
nour, Which had been before peculiar to himſelf; 


 Stravimus:innumeris tumidum Pythona ſagittis. i 6 


I bare only Room, Mr. Mift, to ſubſcribe my 


N Feb. 23. Er :7-—-+.T06 humble Servant. 


aan 
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ith. 


be ſo bold as to ſay, ir deſerves Encouragement be- 
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HE Man who is fond of Theatrical Di- 9. 
- | - verſions, as I am, enjoys an infinite Plea- 

| _ ſure in ſecing Things well executed upon 
the Stage; I came full of this Pleaſure the oth 
Night from the Dramatick Entertainment of 7#pi- 
ter and Europa, at the New Houſe. The Transfor- 
mations which are work'd upon the Stage, give 
both Delight and Surprize. The common People, 
perhaps, may take it for Inchantment, but even Men 
of the beſt Tuſte and Judgment cannot forbear be- 
ig pleaſed at being ſo warns deceived, or re- 
fuſe their Admiration when-they behold ſo many cu- 
rious Machines, Scenes, and Decorations as com- 
poſe this ingenious Magick. - SETS ; 

I Pine age it was undertaken upon a voluntary 
Subſcription of ſeveral Perſons of Quality and For- 
tune. I rejoyce that there isa Party among us who 
are ſo willing to encourage a publick Diverſion, the 
Profits of which do not go to Foreigners. I will 


yord an Italian Opera. I will ſay nothing of the 
Dexterity of the AQors, but, it will be allowed, 
there is ſomeihing witty and ingenious in the Plor 
and Contrivance of ſuch Entertainments; beſides, 
it is neceſſary that the fineſt Workmen, and moſt 
curicus Artiſts in the Kingdom ſhould be employ d 
in putting theſe Inventions in Execution. Here 
we behold the Power of Machi: ery when we ſee 
a Heathen God in an ere& Poſture ſhot from an 
Eminence of ſixty or ſeventy Foot upon the Stage; 
and, when he has finiſhed his Part, he takes 
the ſame Flight from below : The Transforma- 
tion of Pupiter into a Bull, is done in Sight of the 
Audience ; the Contrivance and Deception is ſo ex- 
cellent, that we cannot account for it. Theſe Ex- r 
„ periments . 
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5 give our Mechanicks great Opportunities 
mproving and growing excellent in their ſeveral 
2 which, 1 conceive, is of more Conſequence to 
the Publick, chan any Thing that is attempted at our 
__ 
ehe Entertainment Oe! "NE of thoſe of 
tb Ancients, whoſe Cuſtom, it Was to invent the 
myſt noble Machines, and Tp, make their Gods i 
ET upon the Stage; they ſometimes open d to 
e View of the ' Spettators, 4 poetical Heaven, or 
oetical Hell, and repreſented a {Phe . north of 
iat merry Rabl of rave which the Supettti 
of many Ages had drawn together. - KIA - 
This of * Fiupiter and Ae, is one of the moſt 
celebrated 'amongf 'thei ; *cis ſaid that Europe, the 
fourth Part of the World, takes i its Name from this | 
Lady. The'$tory of her, in ſhort, is as follows. 7% 
She was Davgheer of Avenor,” King of Tyre, Fupiter 
growing enamour d of her; becauſe of her extra- 
ordinary Beauty, transformed: himſelf into a bite 
But, ſhe admiring the ve 4 and Colour of this 
Bull, was accuſtomed to go ſee it in a Field near 
the Sea- Side, Where it uſually fed; that the Bull 
growing tame and familiar with her, ſhe uſed to 
dreſs and. adorn 1 its Head with Garlands of Flowers, N 
and once ſeeing it in à cumbent Poſture, ſhe ven- 
tured to fir: upon its Back; it immediately ſwam 
over the Helleſpont with her, and. carried her into 
the Ifland of Crete, where the God, aſſuming his own T 
Shape, enjoyed the Maid, and had by her three 
Sons,  Rbadamanthus, Sarfedon and Minos, Men fa- | 
mous for their Wiſdom and Juſtice. It is alſo ſaid, 
that the Place where theſe amorous Rires were firſt 
acted, was under a Tlane Tree, which, becauſe it af- 
forded its Shade to à God, While he was encounter 
ing a Virgin's Honour, had the Privilege of bearing 
Leaves all the Year round, and that the after wards Ki! 
bathed her ſelf in 4 certain Water, which had a | Wl - 
e Quality of 2 loſt e 5 _ 
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ss fac the poetical Part of Eggen fe,: 
While others tell us, the true Part of tho Story ls, 
that the City of Dre was taken by the Forces of 
Afterius, King of Crete; that bis General b Name was 
Taurus, who carried Erropa away. And others tell dz, 
that the Ship in which ſhe and ſeveral other Vir- 
gins were carried into Crete, was called the !; 
and that it is upon this Hint the Poets ha 240; 
vented the whole Fable of her being carried away 
by a Bull; however it be, Aſterius married her, and 
having Children of his own, adopted one of theſe, 
begot in her Intrigue, viz. Minos, to ſucceed him in 
JJ. 
There is ſomething in theſeFiQtions that ſeems ve- 
ry preper for the Stage; and he that ean transform 
himſelf into a Bull, may into a Swan, or a Shoaver 
of Gold, ſo that by Degrees all the Amours of Fupiter, 
and the reft of the Rai Gods, may be. pleajantly 
rout upon the Stagg... . 
This Species of Drama is after the Manner of the 
Pantomimes, a Kind of Actors among the Gyecians, 
who made themſelves underſtood by Dance and Ge- 
ſture, without ſpeaking a Word. We ſee, in ſome 
of thoſe which Lincolns-Inn- Fields have ſhewn. the 
Publick, there is a Story or Plot well conducted, 
intermixed with ſeveral diverting Incidents, -which 
is perfectly underſtood by the Audience, tho' not a 
Word is ſpoke. Of thy Nature is the Dramatick 
Entertainment in Dancing, called Amadis, in which 
may be obſerved two diftin&t Walks or Plots, one 
ſerious, the other comic, which make ir a perfect 
If Things ſupernatural are ſeen here, it muſt be 


conſidered, that this Kind of Drama is a Fairy- 


* 4 >> * * 
. . 
i, 


Land, abounding with Thirgs ſtrange and ſurpri- 
zing, where the Power of Magick is allowed to ex- 
erciſe it ſelf. ; wa 8 e 285 
If we may judge by the Pains and Induſtry of tha 
Theatre, it is likely, that if theſe Things meet wih 
the deſerved Encouragement from the Publick, — 
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|) what we haye ſeen will be no more than Patterns of 


what they may hereafter exhibi „Le the Inven- 


tor will grow more bold in his Deſigus; the Artiſt 


more excellent in making, as well as managing the 
Machines; and the Actor more expert in the Re- 


preſentation. 221 


I lool upen Harlequin, a Director, to be a Maſter- 


Piece in its Kind; it does not only ridicule the awk- 


ward Vanity of thoſe i inary great Men, who | 
frum Pigmies, were, e ſwelled up to Gi- 


ants; hut it alſo lets us into the moſt ſecret and ini- 
quitous Part of the Management. We all know 
what Pains were taken to ſtifle Inquiries and Names, 
Ec. and, I think, we learn as much of that Matter 
by this Dance, as by any Thing made publick 
I think this Hint ſo good, that I would adviſe 
ſome Virtuoſo to compile a Syſtem of political Dancing, 
in which all the Intrigues, or State Areanas may be 


repreſented, in order to make the People merry; 


nor need the Projector apprehend the Hand of Power 
to fall upon him for this; for what is not to be ſpoke 


or writ, may be danced, without incurring the Pe- 


nalty of Scan. Mag. I have a Notion, that the Cons | 
greſs of Cambray will farniſh out Matter for a very 
comical Dance. If the Projeftor'::kes this, he need 


vot doubt but the buſy World will find him Subjects 
enough fit for Ridicule at all Times. 1 2 


lle may alſo compoſe National Dances; French 
Dances we have been cloy'd with already, but a 
German Dance, an Italian Dance, and alſo a Court 
Dance, Which will fit any Country, 
As for his German Dance, I can furniſh him with 4 
very good Plot, but I don't think proper to make it 
publick, becauſe I know that anticipating Matters 
takes off the Pleaſure of Surprize, which gives the 
ee DEE in theſe Matters; only let the Un- 
dertaker take Care to provide ſome very fat, ill - 


maped Dancers, and leave the reſt to me. 
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The Halian Dance is to be made up of Women 
and Eunuchs ; they ſhall dance to the Chink of Eng- 
#f Money, which has more Harmony in it than any 


 Halian Air that ever Signora Cuxzoni warbled from 


her ſweer Pipe. For the Scenery of this Dance, 
there muſt be a River, or Sea, over which they are 
to dance, and when they get on the other Side, 


they muſt laugh at, and ridicule all on this Side the 


Water. 


| 5 V 
The Court Dance ſhould conſiſt of a great Num- 


ber of Characters, many of them dreſy'd like petits 


Maitres, with Silver or Gold Clocks to their Stock- 


ings, and other little Marks of Foppery, 


The firſt Perſon in this Dance, is to lay hold of 
the next Man, faſt by the Noſe, who is to do the 
like by his Neighbour, and ſo it is to go on, down 
to the laſt. When this is done, he is to lead them 
all by rhe Noſe round the Stage, and round the 

tage, to what Tune he pleaſes; if he jumps over 
any Thing in his Way, they do the ſame, and if he 
turns Things topſide-turvy, they are to imitate him; 
and, it is to be obſerved, that they are all to have 


their Eyes ſo ſix d upon this firſt Man, that they are 


not ſuppoſed to ſee any Thing elſe: When he has 
turned and winded them long enough, he is to lead 


them off in the ſame Manner by the NoſGQ. 


But the Decorator ſhould obſerve, that during 
theſe Dances, he ſhould place upon the Stage the Fi- 
gure of a beautiful Woman, exactly like that which 
Painters and Statuaries expreſs, when they repre- 


let the Dance be of what Nation ſoever, ſhe is to 
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Ans holy Week being ſer agen ; by: the 
. - Appointment of our Church, fo 


1 r the Com- 
—memorat ion of the Paſſion of our Lord and 
Saviour, to which is owing the Salvation of Man- 
N er we ſhall lay aſide all other Subjects, to ſpeak 
of tie glorious Myſtery of the Reſurrection; to 
Morrow being the Feaſt thereof. 
Feſus was led out of the Gates of Feruſelen, tobe 
offered up as a Sacrifice for the Sins of the Whole 
World; he was followed by his Diſciples, and others 
of the good People of Feruſaltm, with Tears of Sor- 
row, till he came to Mount Calvary, a Place of 
Death and Shame; being arrived here, he Was 
1 naked, and placed upon the Croſs. By his 
Diſgrace (to uſe the Words of Doctor Taylor) be 
trampled over our Pride; by his Poverty and Nas* 
kedneſs, he triumphed over our Covetouſneſs, ad 
Love of Riches; and, by his Pairs, chaſtiſed the 
Delicacies and Luxuries of our Fleſh, and broke in 


„ 


Pieces the Fetters of Concupiſence.” * 
Thus Was the King, Prieſt, and Prophet, fix d to 
the Croſs, to ſuffer unutterable Torments, yet (to 
uſe the Words of rhe Author before- named) he was 
arrayed, with Ornaments more glorious than the“ 
Robes of Aaron. A Crown of Thorns was his Mitre, 
a Croſs his paſtoral Staff, Nails piercing his Hands, 
inſtead of Rings, the ancient Ornaments of Prieſts, 
and his Fleſh raſed and checker'd with Blood, in- 
ſtead of the parti-coloured Robe ; thus did he, who 
had Life and Death in bis Power, expire under the 
moſt cruel Torments, .as a voluntary Sacrifice, to 
waſh off the firſt Sin of Adam 
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The Son of Man having given up the Ghoſt, his 
Body was laid in a Sepulchre, to the Mouth of 
| which the eu, rolled a Stone of prodigious Size; 
they alſo placed a Guard of Soldiers to watch it, 
leſt his Diſciples ſhould come and pay ſome Ho- 
nour, or the People flock to offer their Devotions at 
Ten. .. | ùÿ3]j Ls 
However, the third Day after his Death, the firſt 
Day of this Week, Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Mo- 
ther of James and Salome, having bought ſweet Spices, 
went towards the Sepulchre, with a Deſign of em- 
balming the holy Body. In their Way, they talk'd 
together, WhO ſhould remove the great Stone, but 
did not conſider how they ſhould paſs the Guard of 
Soldiers. After this Diſcourſe they came within 
Sight of the Sepulchre, and ſaw immediately that 
the Stone was already roll 'd away, nor was there 
any Guard of Soldiers upon the Watch, for before 
their. Arrival, there had been a great Earthquake, 
and an Angel deſcending from Heaven, had rod aavay 
the Stone, and ſat upon it. The Light of which hea- 
venly Viſion, had ſo aſtoniſhed the Soldiers, that, 
half dead with Fear, they fled away, and ſome of 


them went to the High-Prieſt, and told him what 


had happen'd.; but the High-Prieſt and ſome others, 
the Chiefs of the Elders, like wicked Magiſtrates, 
who commonly ſupport the Injuſtice they commit 
by Calumnies and falſe Reports, ſuborn'd the Soldi- 
ers to ſay, That bis D'ſciples had come by Night, and 
ſtole him away, while they ſlept; leſt, if this Miracle 
| ſhould come to be known, the People might juſtly 
ſuſpect they had put a Prophet to Death. 
The two Women entring into the Sepulchre, 
ſought for the Body of Jeſus, but miſſing it, went 
back in Search of the Apoſtles to tell them the 
Body of Jefus was not to be found. The Apoſtles, 
being amaz'd at this, two of them, viz. Pet and 
Fobn, ran, with all their Speed, to be convirced by 
their own few gy of the Truth of this Relation; 
haying entered into the Sepulchre, they found _ 
| oe We 1 What 
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what. the Women had told them, was true, where - 


fore they returned. By this Time Mary Magdalen 


was come back again to the Sepulebre, Where 
nerd many Women. weeping. for the Body, of our 
ard.;.. theſe. Women ſaw two Angels fitting in 
white, the one at the Feet, the N ar the Head 
of the Sepulchre; they, being frightned at theſe 
reſplendant Viſions, all trembling, bow d themſelves 


down... But an Angel bid them not to fear, telling 
them, That Feſut of Nazareth, ho cas crucified 

vas alſo r viſen, and was not there. Then it was, and 
not before, they remembred what Je had foretold 
them in Galilee, concerning his Crucifixion, and alſo 
his Reſurrection on the third Day 


: 4 


1 — 


- Then Mary Magdalen, turning herſelf back, ſaw © 


one avhon ſhe took to be the Gardiner, but it avas Feſus, 


ſhe ſaid:to bim, Sir, if you have bore him hence, tell 


me; where thou. haſt laid him, and I will take hint 


away, Feſus {aid unto ber, Mary. Then ſhe knew. 


his Voice, and in an Ecſtacy, falling upon her Face, 


wes ready to embrace his Feet; but, he commanded - 


her not to touch him, but bad her go to his Bre- 
thren, and ſay, I aſcend unto my Father, and your Fa- 
ther, to my God, and your God. Mary, with a Tran- 
ſport of Joy, fled to the Apoſtles, and related theſe 
Things; but the Apoſtles ſeemed to receive them 
as the Fancies and Viſions of a Perſon troubled in 
Mind : Yet, about the ſame Time, our Lord appear'd 
to Simon Peter, and alſo the ſame Day to two of 


his Diſciples, upon the Road, as they were travel- 
ling to Emaus; who being melancholy, as they 


were diſeourſing of what had lately happen'd, our 


Lord put ; himſelf in their Company, reprimands 
them for their little Faith, and expounds the 81 


third Day, and, in the breaking of Bread, diſappear ed. 
He made himſelf kr on to them in yaniſhing Away, 
whom, when preſent, they Knew: not; theꝶ imme- 
diately return d back to Feruſalam, to acquaint; the 
Apo les with what they 55 * 9 7% 71 305 cd 


Cn 
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ever Sins ye vemit, they are remitted to ibem; and 


= #* ©. 4 
,On the Evenirg of the ſame Pau, when, the, 
Apoſtles were aſſembled together, all except Thomaty 


deins mut, , Lord came and flood in the midſt of 
them; they aberè exceeding troubled,” thin ing: it Pa een 

1 1 r 7 Ka. 085 "TY; 1 ie 
4 Spirit. But Fe Kois eir Fear and Diff. 
dence, fatished chem in the molt plain and af ilelt 
Proofs, vg. 'the Conviltion of their Scpfes, by cay- 
ſing them to feel his Flefp and Bones, which Spiriis have 
f Fa +05 5 «> 4.7 „ 5 . 1 * 5 F 8% ein i — ». 3 
ro Upon this, their Faith began to ſtrengthen, 


45 „ 222 4 en:! 1 
and they conceived Hopes of everlaſhrg: Felicity, by. 


L r . 2553: Sled 74 SE- 7 a 2 

the Return of their Lerd. Then it Wäs that, he. 
| fc 2 d th 5 Pp {het ite OT SITES ASE ni 21 fe | 1 
erter med the NRomile made to ibem DEIQFe 
rve/fixion, the Promiſe of the Keys, or of bindi! 

and of loofizg,. pronouncing theſe Words: 1 foſo⸗ 

ſeever Sins ye retain, they are retained. He alſo breath'd 

upon them, giving them the Holy Ghoſt, _. 


From hence proceeds the Toſtitution, of an Ee: 


cloliatical Government, oel Lord hiving here.in- 
veſted his Diſciples wich a clerical and mivifterial. | 


and that ſecretly, for fcar of the Fes, C 


4 46 


* 


* 
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Power, which from them deſeended to others ap- 


pointed to take upon them the Care of Sotls; our 
Saviour having promiſed to be with his Church to 
the End of the World: Therefore he, Who exe- 
cures this Office with Worthineſs, deſer ves to be 
in che hizheſt Veneration amongſt Nen; nor tan 
rhe:e be a greater Sign of the Iniquity of the Age, 
than to hear the Prieſthood Tidiculed or condemn'd; 
an Order, which derives its Commiſſion from Chriſt 
E car rr Cn ie 

Some Time after, Thomas was told of theſe Things, 
but he believed them nor; and he fortified himſelf 


> 


in this Tncieduliry, by ſaying, that, unleſs he ſhould 


put his Finger to hit Hands, and his Hands to his Side, 


he would not believe. Feſus therefore, eight Days af- 


ter his ſt Reſurrection, appeared again to his 
Apoſtles, who were met together, Thomas being then 
with them, and giving Tomas the Conviction which 
he” wanted, in a Kind of Reproof for his Danger, , 
| 3 !!. FY MI 26 TY NES 5d e 
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| he pronounced this Bleſſing © to: ſucceading Ages, 
Bleſſed. are they who ſee not, and yet believe. 
Some Days after, the Diſciples being gone into 
Galilee, as Feſus had commanded, Peter, Simon, and 
ſix others, went a fiſhing in the Sea of Tiberias, but 
they laboured 1055 Night in vain, for they _ 
catch Nothing. - In the Morning appeared to 
them, and bad them caſt — Ns he Right 
Side of the Ship, they did ſo, and took a hundred 
and fifty three large Fiſhes: at one Drauglit; by 
which, bn, the beloved Diſei ple, knew it was the 
Lord; at which, Peter threw kimſelf into the Sea, 
and went to jeſus; the reſt alſo went on Shore, and 
they eat of broil'd Fiſn. After Dinner, jeſus ſaid 
ko: Peter, Simon Son of onats, loveſt ibu me more 
than theſe ? Peter anſwered; Tea, Lord; bau that Am, 
all "Things," knoche ſe that I love tbee. Then Feſus ſaid 
to: him, feed my Lambs. And our Lord asked him 
the ſame Queſtion a ſecond, and alſo. a third Time- 
Which ſeemed as if it were done to enforee his 

Care and Vigilance, while he made him the Shep- 
herd of his Flock. After which, Jeſus let Peier 
know, that his Reward in this Life fhould be a 
molt erue} Martyrdom, and he had told xhem be- 
fore, that his Kingdom was not of this Morid. 
Peter inquiring of our Lord, What ſnduld become 
of Fobn, the beloyed Diſciple, Feſus cheek d his 
Curioſity, for being ſo anxious concerning the tem 
poral Affairs of Men, and anſwered, by ſaying. 
If I chill that be tarry till come, <:hat is that to thee? 
Wherefore ſome of them imagined, that: Fobx; was 

not to die, but this Anſwer which was given in Re? 
prehenſion of Peter's Curioſity, has been ſometimes 
perverted to bad Uſes, by ſuch as are for” impo- 
ſing upon Mankind; and about the Year Sixteen 
hundred fifty, there was a Man, Who travelled 
about Germany, France, and other Countries, pre- 
tending to be Fobn the DUNE As our Lord, fay- - 
ing, that he had lived from the Days of our Lord,. 
and ſhould not die till Chriſt came to judge the 

nu TY 0:55 - World, 
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World, endeayouring to ſu his Impoſture | 
that Text; but he died CO and he People 
were convinced of the Cheat. What is certain of 
Kohn, is, that he lived till after the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, when he died a natural Death, in a 
very advanced Age. 333 ü | LES: | 
After this, our Lord appointed a ſolemn Meet- 


ing of the Bretbren, | who. were diſperſed up and 


down, on. à certain Mountain in Galilee; and, 
while ſome of them began to doubt, our Lord 
came, and appeared 10 five bundred of them at once. 
Thus did he make this glorious Miracle of his 
ReſurreQion ſo publick and manifeſt, that the moſt 


hardened and inc __ might be convinced. 


The laſt Time of his Appearance was to his 


Apoſtles, while they were at Dinner; then he opened 


their Under ſtandings, that they might diſceen the: Senſe 2 of 
Scripture, commanding them to preach the Goſpel 


do all the World, and giving them a Power to per- 


form Miracles, caſt out Devils, cure Diſeaſes ; and 
inſtituted the Sacrament of Baptiſm, which he or- 
dered them to adminiſter to all Nations, In the 


Name of tbe Father, and of the Sn, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt. Then he led them into ꝓudea, and then to 
Bethany, and from thence to Mount Olivet ; then he 
commanded them to ſtay in Feruſalem till the Holy 


' Ghoſt, the Promiſe of the Father,” ſhould deſcend upon 


tbem. That then they ſhould know the Times and 
Seaſons, and all Things neceſſary for their Mini- 
and Service, and Propagation of the Goſpel. 


And, while he was talking to them many Things 


concerning the Kingdom, behold a Cloud came and 


purted Jeſus from them, and he was lifted up, and 


carried out of their Sight. Et cum ber dixiſſet, vi- 


 dentibns illis, elevatus et; & Nubes ſuſcepit eum ab 
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. has 5580 obſerved b Trarellers (for the Ho- 
ndur of our Nation) that Arts and Sciences are 
better rewarded lrere than in any other Coun- 
try in Ewrope. I will ſay nothing of the 98 
Penfions or Salaries, which the Tertwoſos of Frances 
have received from the Liberalities of their Prince ; 
theſe are no Inheritance to others; and ſhould a 
fooliſh, or an ignorant Prince, aſcend that Throne, 
thoſe Penſions would be transferred to Fools and 
Farafites 8 

But What 1 would inſit upon, Is; that by the ge- 
veto Conſent of our People, the Fees which are 
paid to Men of Seience, for their Adviee; are high 
er here thun any where elſe; which is "ne out of 
Reſpe& to Genius, and to gratify the Learned for 
their Labour and Study, in I that Rn 
cular Science which t ; 

Nor is this all, they are not only well 2878 with 
us, but eſteemed and honoured, and when a Man 
once attains a Doctor's Degree in any of the Scien- 
ces, by the Rules of Precedence he is intitled to 
take Place of a Squire, as it has been ever al- 
lowed in the Earl Waal Court, which is the 
Court of Honour. 4 

But there is one of this Seeed which; -with 
Submiſſion; I: conceive, has not a due Reverence 
paid it by the World, and it is that of which I am 

my ſelf an humble Profeſſor; I mean that of a 
Fournalift, It is true, it is a Science of a new In- 
vention, and therefore the Herald: Office has not, as 
yer, ſettled in what Degree of Precedence we ſtand ; 
all that I know of that Matter is, I remember L 

ence took Place- of a Conſtable. upon e 
whi 
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which I am not fond of naming, and have been 
waited upon, and follow'd by Meſſengers and others 
dignified with ſome Authority. 
But as I am not yet acquainted with the Rank of 
Honour allowed to thoſe Gentlemen in our Heralds 
Book, I don't know whether the Precedence I gain d 
of them be any Feather in my Cap, or no. Till 
this important Point be ſettled by the King at Arms, 
I am at a Loſs how to behave my ſelf as I-walk 
along the Streets, whether-I may take the Wall of 
a Juſtice of Peace, JpBle an Attorney or Sollicitor, 
and when a Tradeſman ſtrikes the Hat to me, an- 
ſwer it. with a Nod.  Lhope theſe Things will be 
thought material enough not to be neglefied any, 
longer, that the Cermonical being once adjuſted, we, 
the Profeſſors of this Science, may knoy our own 
It is true, at a Club wheredf Lam a Member, 
this Affair is ſettled with a great Regard to our re- 
ſpective Talents and Employments, for I am placed 
at the upper Erd of the Table, in a fine Elbow 
Chair; on my Right and Left, but a great Deab be- 
low. me, the Poſt-Boy and Daily: Poſt are conſtantly 
fixed; and at the lower End, upon an humble 
Stool, the Half. penny Poſt takes up his Seat. 
This little Pride of Preheminenee is apt to ſwell 
_ the Hearts of all Degrees of Men. No Body is 
_ willing to part with his Rank, or give Place to 
one whom he looks upon his Inferior in Title, Em- 
ployment, or any other Degree. What a Rour do 
we hear ſometimes amongſt Ambaſſadors, and Noble- 
men, about whole Coach; is to go firſt, in a Caval- 
conade or Review. If we look into low Liſe, I can 
tell of a Club kept in a; Cellar, where this V ani ty 
is very remarkable. The Members of this Society 
conſiſt of Hackney-Coachmen, Link- Boys, and Shoe- 
Cleaners. The Diſtinction obſerved; in placing 
themſelves is as follows; the Hackney-Coachmen 
ever take the upper End, the Link- Boys next, 
and the Shoe-Cleaners, never eee e r 
| 5 . 8 Jurther 
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further then the lower End of the Table, or 


Joint-Stool. of 1 r 8 
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Thus much concerning; Precedence; for the m 
ſobſtantial Part of the Grievance is, the Poorneſs of 
our Reward for our Labour and Advice; the Law- 
yer has a couple of Guineas for one Motion, the 


. 


Phyſician as much for ane Recipe, while the Fee of 
the Journaliſt is but Three Half-Pene. 


2 
Noyy let us take into Conſideration the Studies 
which are neceſſary for fitting a Man for theſe 


ſeveral Profeſſions; the Phyſiclan or Lawyer need 
only apply themſelves to the Study of their particu- 
lar Science, but the Learning of the Journaliſt muſt 


comprehend all Thirgs; he muſt, baye a univerſal 


Knowledge. I have my ſelf ſtudied Law, Phyſick, 
without mentioning my Skill. in Cups and Baus, of 


which I- gave ſome Hints, in my Remarks upon 
NM, Fan iH een 
And, laſtly, if we come to make an Eſtimate of 


the Expences incident te theſe Profeſſions, we ſhall 


fiod, that the Buſi neſs of a Journaliſt cannot be car- 
ried on with leſs than twenty - fold the Charge of 


the other twoß the Phyſician or Lawyer, indeed, 


ought to keep a Chariot and Pair, of Horſes; his 


Chaxriet is, as it were, his Shop; in which he makes 


a Shew 40. invite Cuſtomers, but if he be a Man 


who can begin with his Chariot at his firſt ſetting 


up, there is no Neceſſuy for his ſtudying, or have 


5 „ 0 . 
any Learning at alk: 54 Fg io ERA tb hat 


But neither Coach, nor- Horſes, can excuſe: the 
Want of Knowledge in a, Journaliſt; then I am 


obliged to keep my Secretaries, Meſſengers, and ; 


Devils; I muſbgo to Ridotros, Balls, Maſquerades, 
Operas, and Plays; L. muſt frequent Bath, Epſom, 


ard Tunbridge, to pick un News for the Ladies. For 
te Politicians, thore is my Foreign and Domeſtick 


Intelligence, with the Charge of keeping an Agent 


to atterd the Czar, of Maſcay in all his Progreſſes; 


> | at 
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at the additional Expence of maintaining Spies in 
both Armies, to ſend me certain Intelligence; for 
if there ſhould happen to be a Battle, as both Sides 
will certainly claim the Victory, it will ſtand upon 
me alone to ſer the World right in the Truth and 
Particulars of the Actio . 
vet norwithftanding all this Expence and Pains I 
am at, I here freely declare, (and I coneeive, there 
is a great Deal o 2 Spirit in this Declara- 
tion) that I am willing to make every one of my 
Countrymen as' wiſe as my ſelf, for fo ſmall a Price 
u Three Half pense an warns fg 
- Therefore I think it a little unkind, that there 
mould be, as it were an Aſſociation againſt me, a 
Combination betwixt ſome of my gentle Readers, 
and my ungentle Hawkers, to take from me this 
poor little Perquiſite; what I mean is, an ungene- 
rous Practice Which now prevails of borrowing a 
Paper to read for a Half-· penny: The Hawker may, 
indeed, by this Means, pick up a Livelihood, but 
the poor Artiſt muſt ſtarve ; he has his Goods re- 
turned upon his Hands all damaged, without the 
leaft Conſideration for all his Labour and Study, 
and with the intire Loſs of what is laid out for 
Paper and Print. C 
I thought fit to take ſome Opportunity of aequaint- 
ing my Readers with this Hardſhip, becauſe many 
of” them, perhaps, may not conſider how great an 
Injury it is to one who lays out his Morey, and 
employs his own Labour in their Service. If Amuſe- 
ments are abſolutely neceſſary both for the Health, 
and the Relief of the Mind, what canbe cheaper 
than this Paper. The hearing an Opera coſts half 
a Guinea, and a Play Two and fix Pence, and ſome 
Perſons have owned to me, that they have been 
as well entertained for half an Hour with this Pa- 
r as with either of thoſe Diverſions 
Eſſays and Hiftory have been, by many learned 
Men, counted the moſt delightful and inſtructive of 
all Writings, This Paper al ways begins with ſome 


enter- 
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entertaining Eſſay, either upon the Times, or elſe 
the Behaviour and Follies of Men, and the reſt is a 


fair and impartial Hiſtory of the. whole World for a 
Week, and this at ſo ſmall a Charge, that, to rhe 
greateſt Oeconomiſt, there is not Room for Frugality 


in denying himſelf the Pleaſure of reading them. 


He that goes to the Play-Houſe, and gives the 
Door-Keeper a Shilling for himſelf to be admitted 
to ſee the Play, bribes him to wrong his Maſter ; 
and he that hires the Reading of this Paper for a 
Half. Penny, of a Hawker, does the ſame Injury, 


9 Denn 
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Whoever has read the Scripture muſt remember 


this Sentence, The Labourer is worthy of bis Hire. 
But Iam ſatisfied, that many of my Readers pra · 


Qiſed-this, for Want of knowing the Prejudice it 


did me, therefore I ſhall only deſire them to conſi- 
der my Labour; they ſhould know that I wake 
dee, nas. —— ſleep whey choc wake and 
particularly that I ſit up every Friday Night for the 
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Doubt le ſe, the Pleaſure is as great 
.in cheated, as % cb % i iy, 

As Lookers on feel moſt Delight. 7 
s _That lea ſt perceive the Fugler's Slight $1; "fri: oyg! 155 Þ 

And ſtill the leſs they underſtand, <p 


3 | The more they admire the Slight of Hand, . 11 | Hud. 8 


Vr we conſider with what poor Parts and Under- 
ſtandings ſome; Men impoſe upon the World, it 


Nature; ſometimes a whole People have been ta- 
ken in by one Fraud, and ſometimes the ſame Trick 
has paſt over and over again; from whence we may 


would tempt us to think but meanly of human 


Diſpo- 
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Diſpeſition very fir, at all Times, ſor Knaves to 
work upon; ſo that it maſt not be wondered at, that 
filly Fellows ſhould do their own Buſineſs well e- 
nough, when they happen to be placed at the Head 
of publick Affairs. Any Bungler would play slight 
at Hand as well as Mr. Fawkes, if the Spectators 
were all purblind ; and ſo the Creature of the poor- 
eſt Capacity will be a Machiavil, where the People 
are credulous enough to bite at every Thing he pro- 
poſes. It puts me in mind of a Story I've heard of 
an old Sewedifo Miniſter, Who got his Son made firſt 
Secretary of State; the young Man would have de- 
clin'd it, telling his Father, he did not think him- 
ſelf equal to ſo great a Charge. Alas! ſays the Fa- 
ther, yon are young indeed; and do not know how 
poor a Wit is ſufficient” to govern Men. 

To cheat and deceive require but a very poor Ca- 
paeity, though Men raiſe both Fortunes and Re- 
putations now a Days by the Practice of thoſe Arts 
witneſs the preſent Sett of thoſę amongſt our ſelves; 
who have run imo extravagant Fortunes by the 

Stocks. This deſerves a particular Obſervation, but 
we are diverted from it now by ſome Accounts from 
Paris, from Whence we are told, that it is expected a 
certain Gentleman will be recalled, 

Whether this Rumour has any Foundation I can- | 

not determine; methinks' Reaſon ſcems to be a- 
gainſt it; however, the very Report has had its 
Effect; it has reviv'd Stockjobbing in France, and 
the Sons of Hout Pocus begin to be very buſy, as if 

they expected to play the ſame Game over again. 

Methinks this proves what we; advanced. before, 
that there is a Diſpoſition in human Nature very fit 
for Deceit to exerciſe ir ſelf upon. Thoſe who are 
to circumvent, need only ſet out falſe Colours, that 
is, gild their Baits with fair Pretences, and the 
People will bite. Birds are betrayed by Twigs, 
Fiſhes are inſnared with Hooks, and Man with: Pro- 
miſes. But there is: this Difference in the Conduct 
of Man and other Animals, that the laſt will . 
l meddle 
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he Per f 7 at Countr oft PX ed Ra a 
ds SN Laws wr mn” Govern- 
ments). being invited to bring 7 Wealth into one 
common Stock, upon Pretence of having, it impro- 
ved to a gen neral and equal Advantage, very readily 
put t their 1 into the Power of the Government; 
tis true, the Hook was baited with the Promiſe of 

a prodigious Increaſe. to the bold Adventurers, tha 
Rk 5 99 Foundation in Reaſon ever to expett. 
n except the Words — Ho- 
a wy Re Miniſtry, who. are known never to. 
have any 2 ſo much at Heart as the Intereſt o, 
the eople,.— DE Miniſters of State are Honour- 
able Men. 8 

believe it vil de no Aggravation of Matter of 
Fa dt, to ſay, that upon a Parity, nine Parts in ten of 
what, was brought in, was intirely loft to the Pro- 
PNAS, 3, how it, was loſt, 1. WIII. not pretend to, 
8 perhaps, as. Money bas ſometimes, been loſt. in 
ex Countries, in the telling oyer; however, I ae. 


Men. 


cif no Body, for N of State are Honourable: 1 


France being now in Poſſeſſion of the Wealth of Rl 


her. Subjects, and taki a View, of the immenſe 
Sum, found. her ſelf pk rl 
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mon Stock, or, J might ſay, the common Ruin; 
ſhe therefore ſent out her EdiQs, eommanding them, 
under ſevere Pains and Penalties, immediately to 
deliver; this was taking off the Mask, and letting 
them ſce what was to be expected, Vet Miniſters 5 
Syate are Honourable n 
Now, in a rational Way of thinking, one would 
be apt to ſuppoſe, that after Men had been taken 
in the Toils kid for them, and ſmarted ſo ſevere- 
ly for their Credulity, they ſhould be afraid of the 

very Shadow of the fame Snare in which they 
Wee nn 
Methinks the Conduct of the Dog in the Fable 
ſhould be a Leſſon for Men upon theſe | Occaſions. 
The Dog would not venture out when it rain'd, be- 
eauſe he had been once ſcalded with hot Water; 
his Caution might ſeem ridiculous, but his reaſon- 
ing upon it was good ; for, being ask'd, whatſhould 
make him afraid of cold Water, he anſwered; he 
could not tell Whether it was cold or hot before he 
felt it ; he knew he had been ſcalded with Water, 
and to try whether it was hot or cold, was the Way 
to be ſcalded again. Now, it ſeems, the People in 
France are about to proceed in a Manner directly 
contrary to this Caution; for, notwithſtanding they 
have ſmarted, they are again likely to give into 
the Deceit, and expe&, by venturing the little 
which is left them, an Advance they were diſap- 
pointed in from the Whole, becauſe the great Pro- 
miſe that is ſtill made them by the Great, ſome 

Time or other it ſhall be made good. And 
Mini ſters of State are Honourable Men, all, all, Honaur- 
, 0 TIED TOTO PEOPLE 
As to the Gentleman who firſt began this Dance in 
France, it is ſaid of him, that in his Youth he had 
a particular Knack of eaſing his Companions: of the 
Cares of ready Money; it cannot be denied, but 
this Talent alone was ſufficient to raiſe him to a 
firſt Miniſter; I would not detra& from his Me- 
rits: T am told, he is, in all Reſpects, a Man of 

1 | great 


« —— 2 te 
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great natural Capacity; yet I conceive-this. Part of 
his Miniſtry had nothing in it more than a little 
common Legerdemain, back d with large Promi- 
ſes; and a Court - Aſſurance; and when I confider 
how many bright enterprizing Genius's go off every 
Seſſions, in Diſgrace, at Tyburn, who would make 
extraordinary Figures at the Head of Affairs, Tam 
ready to condenin the too great Severity of our 
Engliſe Juries, who pay ſo. little Reſpe& to Wit aud 
InaBuET.}s1<£54t 4548-0 l6 55 | 
x Thie 8 was, for a while, like a ſtrange 
Meteor, raiſed high above Mens Eyes, envied, and 
flattered, as thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion of great 
Power will always be; he was Fortune it ſelf, and 
| Whoever he ſmiled upon, was bleſſed; but ſince the 
ſetting of his Sun, ſince his Fall from this vaſt 
Heighth, we have Reaſon to believe, that after that, 
by his Art, he had drain'd the People, ſome ſupe- 
rior Power, Who has proved a greater Artift than 
bimſelf, drew it from him, perhaps, without giv- 
ing him the Wages of his Skill. Methinks his 
Caſe is like that of a certain Conjurer or Magici- 
an, Who was invited by another of great Fame to 
communicate with him, and to diſcover to each 
other all the Arcanas of their Art, that they might 
8 their Gambols upon Mankind in Concert; the 
rſt diſcovered to the other a great many Secrets, 
which 2 him infinite Pleaſure; but the ſecond, 
who had a private Deſign, diſcovered nothing. Be- 
ing both ſent for upon a certain Day to ſhew the 
Wonders of their Magick, before the Emperor, and 
a great Concourſe of People; the firſt play d many. 
ſurprizing Tricks, conjur d all the Money out of 
the Pockets of the Spectators, and the Rings and 
Jewels from the Fingers and Necks of the Ladies; 
when he was in Polfelſion of all, the ſecond, Wo. 
the whole Time, had been idle, as ſcorning to play 
lit le Tricks, began to yawn and gape, and, at 
length, ſtretching his Mouth out as wide as the En- 
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trance of a Cave, at one Gulph ſwallow'd up the 


ſmall Conjurer, with all his Booty. 


There is nothing more common in Life, than for 
one Man to ſwallow another, and ſometimes the 
Strorg ſhall ſuffer the Weak to thrive and fatten by 
his Side, that he may make the better Meal on him 
at laſt. Men will arm themſelves againſt him with 
open Force, but never take Precautions agair ſt De- 
ceit, eſpecially where the Perſon who practices it 
is great enough to give it ſome Authority; ſo that 
we arc, in ſome Meaſure, Aiders and Abettors of 
the Fraud, and in the Plot againſt our ſelves. I 
think the Verſes of Mr. Dryden will be very proper 
to conclude with upon this Occaſion, which, by one 


of theſe eaſy Believers, have been lately turn'd in 


the following Manner, 


When I conſider L—, he is a Cheat, 

Tet, fool d uith Hope, ave favour d his Deceit, 
Went on, and thought to Morrow he d repay, © 
Hie then prov'd falſer than the former Day; © 
| Iy'd worſe, and when he ſaid que ſbould be bleſt 
* With ſome new Wealth, cut off bat ave poſſeſs'd.' 
Strange Cozenage ] Tet ave truſt his Schemes again; 
And hope for Profit from aubat yet remains; | 


And from the Dregs of Wealth, think to receive, 


"What our firſt eell fd Purſes could not give. 
Tam tir d with waiting for this chymick Gold, 
Pie are fool d when young, and beggar d when<ve are old. 
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6 I R, 5 © Middliremple, May 4, 1723. 


F you'll favour me with your Thoughts con- 
cerning the following Queries, you may com- 
A. mand an Advice in Lay, gratis, whenever 
your Affairs are ſo embarraſſed as to require it. 
1. Whether ſome Folks are not, **. e Al 
qualified for the Study of our Laws? 
2. Whether thoſe who have weak Heads, a are not 
often. obſerved to have ſtrong Bodies??? 
3. Whether they, whoſe Endowments are merely 
 corporeal, and who cannot boaſt any extraordinary 
Advantages of Birth or Fortune, are, nevertheleſs, 
entitled to deſpiſe mechanical Purſuits ? 

4. Whether an entire Application to the Law is 
not more likely to fit out a Perſon, of feeble In- 
telle&s, for Bed m, than for Heſtm in ſtex-Hall * . 

5. How thoſe, who want Utterance for ordinary 

_ Converſation, can pretend to hold forth before a Ju- 
dicature ; and, Whether fumbling for Words in 
Court will admit of any Apology? 

6. Whether a Perſon, of ever ſo good a Genius, 
ſhould not be tolerably verſed in the ſcholaſtick 
Way, when he launches out into a learned Profeſ- 
ſion; and whether it is not an Inſult upon our Inns 
of Court, to admit thoſe as Members of them, who 
are not furniſhed with half the Learning that uſu- 
* e a Youth for the Univerſity. 
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LETTER IXIL 


STR, VV 
| JFYNASSING the other Day thro' Clement's-nn, 
| | I ſaw the following Copy of Verſes fixed to 
1 1 the Hall-Door (undoubredly by ſome arch * 
Wag) and finding it an allegorical Piece of Poetry, - 

I was fo curious as to take a Copy of it in my 
Pocket-Book. If you think fit therefore to 1oſferr it 
in your next Journal, it may be pens ro ſome. of | 
your Readers, and you will thereby particularly  F- 


bli 4 
FB. e open eee Aae e e 
Your conſtant Reader, 
And Admirer, 
on St. Clement's-Inn Hall-Door, 
Lex Anchora Regni,  _ +. 


Faithfully paraphras'd by a Lover of Old England, » 
| VE ao 
The furious Hurricane of Factioañ 
That dreadfully has ſhałk d this Nation, 
Has forc'd the Helm of State a- drift, 
And of our Pilt us bereft, (4 
And ih Anchor that <yas wont to ſlay ,  . ... 
The Ship (the Law) is cut aways _ 5 
So now ſhe's toſs'd on adverſe Waves, _ : 
' Uncertain Zubo regards or ſaves,  _ 5 
And has not th Anchor e en of Hope, 3 4 5 
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Unleſs her Pilot ſcapes the Pope, 
And gives the Cockſavain their due Rope. 
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unity of ſeeing moſt of the chief Cities of E 
e; and I had the Curioſity to take a partici- 
lar View of their Markets, by which IL reckon'd- 1 
could give a good Gueſs at their Manner of Living; 
but amongſt them all, I found but very few that are 
fit to be compared with the London Markets, with 


and there, indeed, they excel in Fruits, and ſome IT 
few other Things that are the peculiar Product of 
thoſe Countries) and our Markets are, for the moſt 


Part, regularly ſupplied, being free of the Extremes 
of Want or Glut. Mr. Seller hath made a moderate 


Computation of the Expences in Proviſions ſpent in 


the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and the Places 
Within the weekly Bills of Mortality, reckoning the 
' - ſame as followeth, viz. 5 


Erpences for one Year, about — 23,474,908 I. 


for one Month ——— 1,182,685 
for one Week 445,671 
for one Day — 63,66 


the Compaſs of the weekly Bills ot Mortality; but 
it is generally ſuppoſed to be a far greater Number. 


ſpent Weekly; but, ir is rationally ſuppoſed, that 
there are a great many more ſpent in a Week, which 
hath been plainly made out by ſome of the Tanners 


anotlſer, in the whole Year, there are bought 1500 
raw Hides from ſth 


which 


- 


In this Account he computes the Number of People 
at a Million in London and Heftminſter, and within 


He computes alſo, that only a Thouſand Beeves are 


in Leaden-hay, that ſuppoſe, that one Week with 
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' _ __ which are ſold by the London Butchers. The ame 
Method he obſeryes throughout the whole Hy pothe - 
2 


ſis, biz. us to all the other Articles, of Sheep, 
Cal ves, Lambs, Sc. Fowls, wild and tame; Fiſh, 
* ſalt and freſh; Bread of all Sorts, Wine of all Sorts, 
= Beer and Ale of all Sorts, Roots and Herbs of all 
1 Sorts, and ſo on; ſtill obſerving this Rule, that it is 
| better to reckon under than over for, in a Thing 
| | | ofthis Nature, it is impeſfible to come te an Exat- 
= nes in the Computation, for this is un Eſtimate made 


aecording to the beſt Informations that could be col- 
| lected from fome of the moſt' knowing Perſons if 
v n Particular. Upon the whole, Ve may obſerve 
the ſingular Providence of the Almighty, in making 
ſuah a wor derful Proviſion for the Support of ſuch 
a prodigious Number of People that are erowded 
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